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Lambs 


Commentary 

Prices  in  both  the  American  and  Canadian 
markets  for  lambs  weighing  100  to  110  pounds 
continued  to  hold  steady  to  end  the  year.  There 
may  be  a  problem  developing  over  the  short  term 
with  heavy  lambs  and  the  inability  to  move  them 
in  the  Canadian  market.  The  Canadian  dollar  was 
also  gaining  strength  as  the  year  ended  and  will 
impact  prices  accordingly. 

In  Alberta,  the  Innisfail  rail  price  held  at  $180  per 
cwt  but  purchases  were  halted  at  mid  month  for  a 
short  time  due  to  lack  of  meat  demand.  At  Fort 
Macleod  a  load  of  heavy  135  pound  slaughter 
lambs  sold  for  $84  per  cwt  destined  for 
California.  The  December  16  sale  in  Edmonton 
saw  95  to  110  pound  lambs  trading  in  a  range  of 
$82  to  $86  per  cwt  and  feeders  continuing  to  sell 
in  the  range  of  $80  to  $105  for  all  feeder  weights. 

Fort  Macleod  also  held  its  annual  bred  ewe  and 
ewe  lamb  sale  in  December  with  prices  well 
above  year  ago  levels.  The  top  bred  ewes  sold  for 
$1 10  per  head  with  the  balance  trading  in  the  $85 
to  $110  range,  and  lower  quality  selling  $50  to 
$85  per  head. 

In  San  Angelo  Texas,  choice  slaughter  lambs 
continue  to  hold  in  the  upper  60's  to  average  $68 
per  cwt  or  $90  per  cwt  in  equivalent  Canadian 
dollars.  East  coast  U.S.  wholesale  prices  for 
carcasses  weighing  less  than  55  pounds  sold  for 
$148.25  at  mid  December,  up  three  dollars  from 
mid-November. 


Slaughter  Lamb  Prices 


iaa'92  |an/93 
Month  (to  Dec-93) 


— —  San  Angelo  Choice  Railgrade  Equivalent 
—  _  •  CWFC  Railgrade  Bids 


Outlook 

Slaughter  volumes  continue  to  lag  behind  year  ago 
levels  in  the  U.S.;  latest  estimates  are  four  per 
cent  under  1992.  Although  current  supply  has 
dropped,  lamb  in  cold  storage  continues  to  be 
relatively  high  and  will  be  a  negative  factor  in  the 
first  months  of  the  new  year.  The  heavier  carcass 
classes  are  beginning  to  show  some  downward 
pressure  as  compared  to  carcasses  weighing  55 
pounds  and  under,  which  are  holding  steady.  We 
could  see  a  slump  in  prices  through  January  and 
there  will  be  problems  for  U.S.  feedlots  staying 
current. 

In  Alberta,  lack  of  meat  buyer  demand  has  also 
slowed  slaughter  production  at  Canada  West 
Foods.  The  ability  to  move  fresh  product  will 
continue  to  gauge  what  slaughter  volumes  they 
process.  As  well,  they  continue  to  be  very 
selective  on  lamb  weight.  The  following  is 
forecast  for  Alberta  slaughter  lambs  given  a  76 
cent  dollar: 


Projected  Alberta  Prices 
(Dollars  Per  Hundred  Weight) 


Jan. 

90 

Feb. 

90 

Mar. 

95 

Apr. 

100 

May 

105 

June 

100 

Market  Strategies 

Prices  should  continue  to  strengthen  as  we  go  into 
the  seasonally  tight  supply  period  of  the  lamb 
cycle,  however,  demand  will  hold  prices  steady  in 
the  very  near  future.  Producers  should  try  to  keep 
as  current  as  possible  by  looking  at  all  marketing 
alternatives;  overweight  lambs  will  be 
increasingly  discounted  until  current  meat  stocks 
decline.  Exchange  rate  trends  should  also  be 
monitored  as  it  will  have  immediate  impacts  on 
our  local  markets. 


Matthew  Machielse 
January  6,  1994 
(403)  427-4011 


Note  Dec  93  prcee  are  estimated 
'CWFC  is  Canada  West  Food  Corporation 


Alberta  Agriculture,  Food  and  Rural  Development,  Monthly  Commentary  and  Outlook,  January,  1994 
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REPRESENTATIVE  LIVE  SALES 


TYPE  OF 
AREA  SHEEP 
MOUNTAIN 


TYPE 
OF  SALE 


HEAD 


WEIGHING  CONDITIONS 


PRICE 

($/CWT.) 


CI    1  -»rr.h»t 

ji.  Larnui 

1  800 

i in  i a c 

1 JU- 1 15 

Choice,  tow  prime.  TL>  2- J,  hUb,  47o  shrink 

65.00-68.00 

Utan 

jl.  LamDj 

Direct 

900 

1  -)  c 
1  2:> 

Choice,  tew  prime.  TC  2- J,  rQJb 

63.00 

Wyoming 

SI.  Lambs 

Direct 

1  600 

Choice,  lew  prime,  T  o  z-J,  ruo,  17<>  shrink 

63.00-64.00 

Montana 

Feeders 

Direct 

1  050 

85-88 

r~k^.^  c.  <,„,,,  con 
i^noice  oi  Taney,  ruo 

/  -7  c  a  /oca 

67.50-68.50 

Utah 

Feeders 

900 

1  OS 

v^noice  «  rancy,  rv-^D 

63.50 

Wyoming 

Feeders 

Direct 

600 

80 

Choice  &  fancy,  FOB,  overnight  stand 

7 1 .00 

Colorado 

Feeders 

Auc  tion 

280 

68- 1 1 6 

Choice  &  fancy 

co  cn  ll  no 

Idaho 

SI.  Ewes 

■400 

Utility  St  good 

24.UU-29.U0 

Montana 

SI.  Ewes 

Direct 

700 

m°°  J 

in  nn 

JU.UU 

Colorado 

St.  Ewes 

Auction 

1 29 

Mixed  ages,  (per  head) 

nn  la  nn 

DUTH  CENTRAL 

Texas 

SI.  Lambs 

reedlot 

9  200 

i  i ft  lift 

1 1 U- 1 JU 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-3,  shorn,  yield  basis 

l  *)  nn  l  l  nn 
o2.UU-oo.UU 

Texas 

SI.  Lambs 

Feedlot 

1  800 

12^-130 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-3,  shorn,  4%  shrink 

7  i  nn 
/  I  .uu 

Oklahoma 

SI.  Lambs 

Auc  tion 

387 

1 10-140 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-3,  El  Reno 

t.A  nn  ld  nn 

01.UU-6B.UU 

Texas 

SI.  Lambs 

Auc  tion 

207 

95- 1 30 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-3,  shorn,  San  Angelo 

l~i  nn  7 1  cn 

6  /  .UU-  /  J.5U 

Texas 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

1  38 

1 05- 1 45 

Good  St  choice,  YG  2-3,  shorn,  San  Angelo 

Aft  nn  l~7  nn 

6U.UU-6/  .UU 

Texas 

Feeders 

Direct 

2  000 

60-85 

Choice  &  fancy,  overnight  stand 

7n  nn 
/u.uu 

Oklahoma 

Feeders 

Auction 

1  29 

50- 1 00 

Choice  &  fancy,  El  Reno 

it  nn  71  t;n 

Texas 

Feeders 

Auctions 

589 

50-85 

Choice  &  fancy,  Goldthwaite/Junction 

66.00-71.00 

Texas 

Feeders 

Auction 

8.050 

50-95 

Choice  &  fancy,  San  Angelo 

68.00-74.00 

Texas 

Feeders 

Auction 

3.450 

50-95 

Good  &  choice,  San  Angelo 

60.00-68.00 

Texas 

SI.  Ewes 

Direct 

2.500 

Utility  &  good 

36.00-40.00 

Texas 

SI.  Ewes 

Auctions 

1.475 

Utility  &  good,  Goldthwaite/junction 

27.00-40.00 

Texas 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

4.658 

Utility  to  choice.  San  Angelo 

34.00-42.50 

Texas 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

517 

Cull.  San  Angelo 

30.00-35.00 

Texas 

St.  Ewes 

Auction 

130 

1 10-145 

Mixed  age,  San  Angelo 

42.00-49.00 

Texas 

St.  Ewes 

Auction 

100 

Mixed  age,  San  Angelo  (per  head) 

27.00-33.00 

NORTH  CENTRAL 


Iowa/Ill. 

SI.  Lambs 

Computer 

1.796 

1  19 

140 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4,  wool/shorn 

61.25-67.00 

Minnesota 

SI.  Lambs 

Computer 

741 

125 

127 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4,  wool 

62.75-63.00 

Wisconsin 

SI.  Lambs 

Computer 

693 

1  14 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-A.  wool/shorn 

60.00-65.00 

Midwest 

SI.  Lambs 

Feedlot 

6,350 

100 

140 

Ch..  few  pr.,  YG  2-3.  4%  shrink,  shorn/wool 

60.00-69.00 

Illinois 

SI.  Lambs 

Direct 

315 

90- 

135 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-3,  shorn/wool 

57.00-65.00 

Illinois 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

307 

90- 

135 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-3,  shorn/wool 

54.00-64.00 

Iowa 

SI.  Lambs 

Auctions 

420 

59- 

156 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4,  shorn/wool 

58.20-66.37 

Minnesota 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

630 

100- 

140 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-3,  shorn/wool 

58.00-66.00 

Missouri 

SI.  Lambs 

Auctions 

179 

1  10- 

145 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4,  wool 

62.25-68.00 

Nebraska 

SI.  Lambs 

Auctions 

303 

1  10- 

135 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4.  shorn/wool 

60.00-65.00 

S.  Dakota 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

752 

102- 

154 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4 

60.25-67.50 

Iowa 

Feeders 

Auctions 

171 

59- 

105 

Choice  &  fancy,  Kalona/Sioux  City 

64.25-71.50 

Minnesota 

Feeders 

Auction 

795 

60- 

100 

Choice  &  fancy,  S.  St.  Paul 

60.00-66.00 

Missouri 

Feeders 

Auctions 

465 

60- 

100 

Choice  &  fancy,  Springfield/Mexico 

57.50-7250 

N.  Dakota 

Feeders 

Auction 

425 

65- 

1  10 

Choice  &  fancy,  W.  Fargo 

64.00-73.25 

S.  Dakota 

Feeders 

Auction 

551 

80- 

105 

Choice  &  fancy.  Faith/Belle  Fouche 

66.50-73.00 

S.  Dakota 

Feeders 

Auction 

122 

96- 

1  13 

Choice  &  fancy,  Belle  Fouche 

60.00-63.75 

S.  Dakota 

Feeders 

Auction 

950 

58-87 

Choice  &  fancy.  Faith/Newell 

74.00-78.50 

S.  Dakota 

Feeders 

Auction 

669 

67- 

102 

Choice  &  fancy 

64.25-74.50 

Iowa 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

320 

Utility  to  choice,  Kalona/Sioux  City 

25.00-36.00 

Minnesota 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

242 

Utility  &  good.  S.  St.  Paul 

25.00-28.00 

N.  Dakota 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

143 

Utility  &  good.  West  Fargo 

21.00-30.00 

S.  Dakota 

SI.  Ewes 

Auctions 

1.253 

Utility  &  good,  Sioux  Falls/Faith/Newell 

27.75-33.75 

S.  Dakota 

St.  Ewes 

Auction 

289 

2-3  years  old,  Newell/Belle  Fouche  (per  head) 

56.00-70.00 

EASTERN 


Ohio 

SI.  Lambs 

Pool 

965 

100-128 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4,  shorn/wool 

62.50-71.75 

Michigan 

SI.  Lambs 

Pool 

400 

100-130 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4,  shorn/wool 

66.00-70.00 

Virginia 

SI.  Lambs 

Tele-Auction  307 

85-120 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  1-3 

64.25-65.25 

Michigan 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

320 

100-130 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4.  shorn/wool 

64.00-67.00 

Ohio 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

750 

95-125 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4.  shorn/wool 

66.00-70.00 

Penn. 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

607 

60-100 

Choice,  YG  2-3,  shorn/wool 

60.00-80.00 

Penn. 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

155 

40-60 

Choice,  YG  2-3,  shorn/wool 

85.00-100.00 

Virginia 

SI.  Lambs 

Auctions 

276 

81-135 

Good  8<  choice,  few  prime,  YG  1-3.  wool 

62.00-71.00 

Virginia 

Feeders 

Tel-Auction 

100 

60-85 

Choice  &  fancy 

73.50-74.50 

Michigan 

Feeders 

Pool 

ISO 

60-90 

Choice  St  fancy 

68.00-78.00 

Virginia 

Feeders 

Auctions 

147 

50-85 

Choice  &  fancy 

75.00-84.00 

Michigan 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

500 

All  grades 

25.00-38.00 

Ohio 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

175 

All  grades 

32.00-41.00 

Penn. 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

264 

Utility  &  good 

25.00-45.00 

Virginia 

SI.  Ewes 

Auctions 

128 

Utility  to  choice 

25.00-40.75 

Source: 


ASI  Market  Infurmation/USDA 


M  B 


N  D 


v-3- 


M 


ARK 


WHOLESALE  LAMB  MARKET  AND  DISTRIBUTIVE  CUT  MARKET 


W/E  12/17/93  FOB  CAF 

OMAHA  BASIS  NORTHEAST 
CERTIFIED  CL  YG  1-2 

55/DN 
60/DN 

55-65  $1.68 

60-65 

65-75 

CARCASSES  YG  1-3** 

55/DN 
60/DN 
60-65 

CARCASSES  YG  1-4** 

55/DN 
55-65 


65-75 
75 /UP 


$1.43 
$1.40 
$1.37 
$1.34 


$1.48-1.485 
$1.43-1.455 
$1.40-1.425 


CAF 
SO.  CALIF. 

$l.47(carlot) 
$1.50-1.52 

$1.50 
$1.48 

$1.52 
$1.47-1.52 
$1.47-1.50 


$1.42-1.48 


BOXED  LAMB  CUTS:  YG  1-4**  DISTRIBUTIVE  TRADE 
W/E  12710/93  W/E  12/17/93 

VOLUME*PRICE  RANGE  N.E.  COAST    SO.  CALIF. 


3-Way 


Rack,  8-rib 


55/DN 
**YG  1-3 
**CERT. 
55-65 
**YG  1-3 
**CERT. 
7/DN 
7/UP 
YG 


850 
250 


150 
350 


700 
1.500 


Shoulder,  cross  cut 
Chuck,  sq  cut,  split 
Loin,  4-inch  trim 
Legs,  dbl  trtr  on 
Legs,  sngl  trtr  off 
Legs,  sngl  bnls 
Breast,  sq  cut 
Fores  hanks 
Ribs,  Denver  style 

CERTIFIED  CL  YG  I 
Rack.  8-rib  7/DN 
7/UP 

Chuck,  sq  cut,  spit 
Loins,  4-inch  trim 
Legs,  dbl  trtr  on 
Legs,  sngl  trtr  off 
Legs,  sngl  bnls 
Breasts,  sq  cut 
Fores hanks 


3  7/UP 

1,400 


700 
1.050 
1.725 
1.800 
650 
950 
1.500 
25 

■2 

75 
150 
175 
200 
100 
150 

50 

100 


$1.60-1.65 
$1.78 

$1.62-1.65 
$1.78 

$3.50-4.10 
M$3.95-4.I5 

$0.80-1.05 
M  $1.00- 1. 20 
M$3.35-3.60 

$  1 .70- 1 .90 
M$  1. 90-2.00 

$2.65-2.70 

$0.27-0.40 
M$  1. 20- 1. 30 
$1.40 

$4.00-4.20 
$4.00-4.35 
$1.05-1.35 
$3  50-4.60 
$1.80-2.00 
$1.80-2.20 
$2.80-3.00 

M$  1. 25- 1.30 


$3.80-4.00 
$3.85-4.25 


$0.75-0.95 
$3.00-3.40 
$1.65-1.80 


$0.25-0.35 
$1.15-1.25 


**$4.45-4.55 

**$l. 10-1.20 
**$3.3S-3.45 
**$  1. 90-2.00 
**$2.35-2.45 


**$l.85-l.95 


$4.50 
$1.15 
$3.40 
$1.95 
$2.40 


$1.90 


♦BOX-COUNT  BASIS.  **YG  3  OR  BETTER  WHERE  NOTED 
M  =  MOSTLY  (not  full  pr.ce  range) 


FEDERALLY  INSPECTED  SLAUGHTER  (Head) 


X  THIS 

%  THIS 

% 

WEEK 

WEEK 

WEEK 

1993 

THIS 

vs 

vs 

ENDING 

TOTAL 

vs 

WEEK 

LAST 

LAST 

12/04/93 

YEAR 

1992 

(estimated) 

WEEK 

YEAR 

(actual) 

TO  DATE 

TOTAL 

SHEEP 

100.000 

+  1.0 

-89 

98.058 

4.828.000 

-6.0 

CATTLE 

618.000 

-0.2 

+3.1 

636.892 

31.523.000 

+  1.2 

CALF 

23.000 

-4.2 

-14.2 

23.419 

1.120.000 

-13.1 

HOGS 

1.853.000 

36 

-1.6 

1 .960.056 

87.681,000 

-2.S 

RED  MEAT  PRODUCTION  (million  pounds) 

%  THIS 

%  THIS 

% 

WEEK 

WEEK 

WEEK 

1993 

THIS 

vs 

vs 

ENDING 

TOTAL 

vs 

WEEK 

LAST 

LAST 

1  1/27/93 

YEAR 

1992 

(estlmatfd) 

WEEK 

YEAR 

(actual) 

TO  DATE 

TOTAL 

LAMB 

63 

+06 

-06 

S.S 

309.2 

-4.0 

BEEF 

434  7 

-03 

-0.3 

384.4 

21.778  1 

♦  0  4 

VEAL 

S.I 

60 

-60 

4  3 

252  1 

-109 

PORK 

345  4 

-3.2 

-3.2 

299  5 

15.855  0 

-1.7 

TOTAL 

791  0 

16 

-1.6 

693.7 

38.144  4 

-06 

DRESSED  WEIGHT 

PERCENT  LAMB  SLAUGHTER 

THIS  WEEK  (EST) 

63 

12/04/93 

93  7 

11/27/93  (ACT.) 

63 

I2/OS/97 

94  9 

Comments 

WHOLESALE  CARCASS  TRADE 

W/E  12/17/93:  Compared  to  last  week, 
FOB  Omaha  and  CAF  East  Coast  carcass 
lambs  traded  steady  on  55  lbs.  and  down. 
Carcasses  weighing  55-65  lbs.  were  steady 
to  $2.00  lower  while  carcasses  weighing 
65-75  lbs.  were  $3.00-$5.00  lower.  Only 
a  couple  of  loads  traded  at  the  low  end  of 
the  price  range.  Carcasses  in  the  75-85  lb. 
range  traded  $3.00-$6.00  lower,  FOB 
Omaha  basis.  CAF  California  carcass  lamb 
prices  were  steady  to  $4.00  lower.  Move- 
ment was  slow  on  moderate  offerings. 

Carcasses  Certified  by  USDA  Week 
Ending  12/10/93:  18,757,  18.9  percent 
of  estimated  slaughter. 

USDA  CUTOUT  VALUE,  W/E  12/ 
17/93:  NORTHEAST  TRADE, 
BASED  ON  INDUSTRY  YIELDS. 

This  week's  cutoutfor  65/down  carcasses 
was  valued  at  $167.50,  down  $5.18.  The 
65/up  carcasses  were  valued  at  $  1 67.78, 
down  $5. 1 8.  Note:  no  adjustments  were 
made  for  processing  or  distributing  costs. 

NATIONAL  BOXED  LAMB  CUT 
TRADE,  W/E  12/10/93:  Compared  to 
previous  week,  boxed  lamb  cuts  traded 
mixed.  Good  demand  for  racks  and  legs 
led  to  firmer  prices  for  these  items.  Chucks 
and  loins  remained  sluggish.  Movement 
was  moderate  on  moderate  offerings. 

DISTRIBUTIVE  TRADE  W/E  12/17/ 

93:  In  the  Northeast  distributive  trade, 
55/down  carcasses  traded  steady  to  $  1 .00 
lower  compared  to  last  week  with  prices 
ranging  from  $160.00-$  1 65.00.  Lamb  cuts 
traded  slow  on  moderate  to  heavy  offer- 
ings and  a  mostly  light  to  moderate  de- 
mand. Racks,  chucks  and  legs  traded  weak 
to  lower  on  a  very  light  seasonal  demand. 
Breakers  were  trying  to  hold  price  levels 
steady  in  hopes  that  a  late  demand  would 
develop  on  pre-holiday  trading. 


Coming  Events 


1994 


January  20 


NORTH  CENTRAL  SHEEP  SALES.  Fat  and  Feeder 
Lambs.  Edmonton  Public  Stockyards.  Deadline  for  sheep 
deliveries  at  all  sales  is  9:00  AM.  All  sales  begin  at  1:30 
P.M.  For  additional  information  (sheep)  contact  Bruce 
McGhan,  R  R  #4,  Calmar,  TOC  OVO,  phone  985-3744  or 
John  Bolay  (goats),  R  R  #1,  Westlock,  TOG  2LO,  phone 
349-5203. 


January  29 


MONTHLY  SHEEP  AND  GOAT  SALE  at  Camrose 
Auction  Market,  672-4496,  Camrose  at  3:00  P.M.  Look  for 
display  of  Lazy  'S'  Sheep  Supplies.  For  further  information 
contact  S.  Spahic,  Box  89,  Hay  Lakes,  TOB  1  WO,  phone 
878-3784. 


February  2 


TRI-COUNTY  SHEEP  PRODUCERS  ASSOCIATION 
REGULAR  MEETING.  Thorhild  Agri-Plex  (upstairs). 
7:30  P.M.  Contact  Pat  or  Doug  at  398-2305  or  Mike  at 
398-3993  for  further  information. 


February  4,5  &  6 


BEGINNERS  STOCK  DOG  TRAINING  CLINIC.  With 
Stuart  Erskine.  Friday  5-7,  Saturday  &  Sunday  9-5. 
Must  register  and  prepay  with  Marv  Schamber.  Held  at 
Riviere  Qui  Barre  (North  of  Edmonton  toivards  Westlock 
on  Hivy  794).  Maximum  14  handlers  and  10  spectators 
per  clinic.  Future  clinics  will  also  be  held  at  this  location 
as  interest  demands.  Inquiries  to  Marv  Schamber  at 
939-4838. 


February  5 


SPINNING  COURSE.  Rimbey  Area.  10:00  AM.  -  4:00 
P.M.  Fee  -  $65.00.  Spinning  wheels  can  be  rented  for 
$25.00.  To  register  call  Judy  Fitzsimmons,  843-6830. 
Deadline  January  22,  1994. 
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February  7 


REGULAR  MONTHLY  MEETING  OF  MOUNTAIN 
VIEW  SHEEP  PRODUCERS  ASSOCIATION.  Annual 
Lambing  Clinic,  Olds  College  Sheep  Barn,  7:30  P.M. 
Canadian  Wool  Growers  will  have  shepherd  supplies  at  the 
clinic.  All  sheep  producers  whether  long  time  or  new 
welcome  to  attend.  For  more  information  call  Joanne  at 
224-3026  or  Mike  at  224-3743. 


February  11-13 


ADVANCED  SHEARING  SCHOOL.  Agriculture 
Canada  Research  Station,  Lethbridge,  Alberta.  Instructor 
Mike  McWilliam,  Myrtle  Creek,  Oregon.  This  is  not  a 
beginner's  course  but  is  aimed  at  shearers  who  have  already 
done  some  custom  shearing.  Please  bring  your  own  gear. 
Maximum  of  15  students  accepted.  Applications  must  be 
received  by  January  15, 1994.  See  application  in  this  issue. 


February  12 


SPINNING  COURSE.  Rimbey  Area.  10:00  A.M.  -  4:00 
P.M.  Fee  -  $65.00.  Spinning  wheels  can  be  rented  for 
$25.00.  To  register  call  Judy  Fitzsimmons,  843-6830. 


February  17 


NORTH  CENTRAL  SHEEP  SALES.  Fat  and  Feeder 
Lambs.  Edmonton  Public  Stockyards.  Deadline  for  sheep 
deliveries  at  all  sales  is  9:00  A.M.  All  sales  begin  at  1:30 
P.M.  For  additional  information  (sheep)  contact  Bruce 
McGhan,  R  R  #4,  Calmar,  TOC  OVO,  phone  985-3744  or 
John  Bolay  (goats),  R  R  M,  Westlock,  TOG  2L0,  phone 
349-5203. 


February  26 


MONTHLY  SHEEP  AND  GOAT  SALE  at  Camrose 
Auction  Market,  672-4496,  Camrose  at  3:00  P.M.  Look  for 
display  of  Lazy  'S'  Sheep  Supplies.  For  further  information 
contact  S.  Spahic,  Box  89,  Hay  Lakes,  TOB  1  WO,  phone 
878-3784. 


March  2 


TRI-COUNTY  SHEEP  PRODUCERS  ASSOCIATION 
REGULAR  MEETING.  Thorhild  Agri-Plex  (upstairs). 
7:30  P.M.  Contact  Pat  or  Doug  at  398-2305  or  Mike  at 
398-3993  for  further  information. 


March  5 


SPINNING  COURSE.  Rimbey  Area.  10:00  A.M.  -  4:00 
P.M.  Fee  -  $65.00.  Spinning  wheels  can  be  rented  for 
$25.00.  To  register  call  Judy  Fitzsimmons,  843-6830. 


REGULAR  MONTHLY  MEETING  OF  MOUNTAIN 
VIEW  SHEEP  PRODUCERS  ASSOCIATION.  All 

sheep  producers  whether  long  tune  or  new  welcome  to 
attend.  For  wore  information  call  Joanne  at  224-3026  or 
Mike  at  224-3743. 

ENTRY  DATE  FOR  RAM  TEST  STATION.    You  are 

invited  to  enter  ram  lambs  into  this  years  station  test  from 
10:00  A.M.  -  12:00  Noon.  As  soon  as  you  have  decided  to 
enter  rams  into  this  years  station  test,  please  contact  the 
Station  Manager,  Wray  Whitmore  at  427-5083  Edmonton 
so  the  pre-entry  veterinary  inspection  can  be  arranged 
where  required. 

STOCK  DOG  CLINIC  WITH  SANDY  SANDERSON 

(From  Sour  is,  Manitoba).  At  Galawater  Holiday  Kennels, 
R  R  m,  Battleford,  Saskatchewan,  306-937-2004.  To 
register  call  Galawater  Holiday  Kennels.  Cost  -  Handler  + 
1  dog  =  $50.00.  Extra  dogs  -  $15.00  each.  Includes  coffee, 
breakfast  muffins,  lunch.  Saturday  night  lamb  roast  - 
$5.00  per  person.  Deadline  for  registration  Feburary  28. 

ENTRY  DATE  FOR  RAM  TEST  STATION.   You  are 

invited  to  enter  ram  lambs  into  this  years  station  test  from 
10:00  A.M.  -  12:00  Noon.  As  soon  as  you  have  decided  to 
enter  rams  into  this  years  station  test,  please  contact  the 
Station  Manager,  Wray  Wliitmore  at  427-5083  Edmonton 
so  the  pre-entry  veterinary  inspection  can  be  arranged 
where  required. 

NORTH  CENTRAL  SHEEP  SALES.  Fat  and  Feeder 
Lambs.  Special  Goat  Sale.  Edmonton  Public  Stockyards. 
Deadline  for  sheep  deliveries  at  all  sales  is  9:00  A.M.  All 
sales  begin  at  1:30  P.M.  For  additional  information  (sheep) 
contact  Bruce  McGhan,  R  R  #4,  Calmar,  TOC  OVO,  phone 
985-3744  or  John  Bolay  (goats),  R  R  #1,  Westlock,  TOG 
2L0,  phone  349-5203. 

REGULAR  MONTHLY  MEETING  OF  MOUNTAIN 
VIEW  SHEEP  PRODUCERS  ASSOCIATION.  All 

sheep  producers  whether  long  time  or  nezv  welcome  to 
attend.  For  more  information  call  Joanne  at  224-3026  or 
Mike  at  224-3743. 
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April  6  ENTRY  DATE  FOR  RAM  TEST  STATION.   You  are 

invited  to  enter  ram  lambs  into  this  years  station  test  from 
10:00  A.M.  -  12:00  Noon.  As  soon  as  you  have  decided  to 
enter  rams  into  this  years  station  test,  please  contact  the 
Station  Manager,  Wray  Wliitmore  at  427-5083  Edmonton 
so  the  pre-entry  veterinary  inspection  can  be  arranged 
where  required. 

April  6  TRI-COUNTY  SHEEP  PRODUCERS  ASSOCIATION 

REGULAR  MEETING.  Thorhild  Agri-Plex  (upstairs). 
7:30  P.M.  Contact  Pat  or  Doug  at  398-2305  or  Mike  at 
398-3993  for  further  information. 

April  4  NORTH  CENTRAL  SHEEP  SALES.    Fat  and  Feeder 

Lambs.  Edmonton  Public  Stockyards.  Deadline  for  sheep 
deliveries  at  all  sales  is  9:00  A.M.  All  sales  begin  at  1:30 
P.M.  For  additional  information  (sheep)  contact  Bruce 
McGhan,  R  R  #4,  Calmar,  TOC  OVO,  phone  985-3744  or 
John  Bolay  (goats),  R  R  #1,  Westlock,  TOG  2L0,  phone 
349-5203. 

April  30  76TH    ANNUAL     GENERAL     MEETING  OF 

CANADIAN  CO-OPERATIVE  WOOL  GROWERS 
LIMITED.  Airliner  Inn,  1740  Ellice  Avenue,  Winnipeg, 
Manitoba.  9:00  A.M.  Noon  luncheon  will  be  provided.  For 
agenda  items  and  evening  banquet  tickets  contact  Donna  at 
613-257-2714. 


1993   Northlands   Farmfair    (Edmonton)    Sheep  Show 

We  take  this  opportuninty  to  thank  the  Sponsors,  the  Alberta 
Sheep  &  Wool  Commission,  for  funds  provided  to  set  up  the 
display  areas  for  Craft  and  Wool,  Taste  Demo,  Lean  Lamb  Car- 
cass and  Seminar.  Thank  you  is  also  due  to  McAndrew  Travel 
Ltd.  for  Banners  and  Prize  money  for  the  Wool  Competition  and 
to  the  Northwest  Sheep  Producers  Association  for  Prize  money 
and  personnel    time   helping  with  displays. 

To  those  Sheep  Breeders  who  exhibited  in  the  1993  Northland 
Farmfair,  I  would  like  to  report  that  the  interest  was  keen 
around  the  displays  with  the  result  that  a  number  of  the  lean 
lamb  carcasses  and  fleeces  sold.  Consequently,  we  wish  to 
encourage  you  to  begin  thinking  of  Northlands  Farmfair  1994. 
Many  of  you  will  be  shearing  early  in  the  year  so  it  will  be 
important  that  to  save  your  better  fleeces  for  the  show  and 
displays    in   November  '94. 

Jack  Francis 

Edmonton   Northlands   Sheep  Team, 


a 


/dlbcrra 


AGRICULTURE 


Animal  Industry  Division 


January  10,  1994 


Dear  Sheep  Producer: 

Enclosed  are  a  portion  of  the  rules  and  regulations  and  preregistration 
form  for  the  1994  Alberta  Ram  Test  Station  and  Sale.    The  entry  dates 
for  next  year's  test  are  March  9,  March  23  and  April  6. 

The  cost  for  the  test  remains  the  traditional  $50  per  ram  +  GST  for  a 
grand  total  of  $53.50. 

Please  read  this  information  carefully  and  when  you  have  decided  how 
many  rams  to  enter  this  year,  fill  out  the  attached  form  and  return  it 
to  me  by  February  18,  to  guarantee  your  pen  space. 

Due  to  the  possibility  of  Olds  College  being  overrun  by  goats,  it  is 
necessary  to  preregister  your  rams.    RAMS  WHICH  HAVE  NOT  BEEN 
PREREGISTERED  WILL  NOT  BE  ADMITTED  TO  THE  TEST  STATION. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  want  to  see  the  complete  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  1994  Alberta  Ram  Test  Station,  please  give  me  a  call 
in  Edmonton  at  427-5083. 

Yours  truly, 


Wray  Whitmore 
Sheep  Specialist 
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im  ALBERTA  RAM  TEST  STATION 


OLDS  COLLEGE 


ENTRY  OATES 


VETERINARY  INSPECTION  (New  Contributors  or 
Out  of  Province  Contributors) 


March  9,  1994 
March  23,  1994 
April  6,  1994 


Please,  as  soon  as  you  have  decided  to 
enter  rams  into  this  year's  test,  contact 
the  Station  Manager,  Wray  Whitmore  at 
403-427-5083  to  obtain  a  pre-entry 
veterinary  inspection  form  to  be  filled 
out  by  your  veterinarian  when  your  flock 
is  inspected.    The  cost  of  this  pre-entry 
inspection  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
contri  butor. 


1994  ALBERTA  RAM  TEST  STATION  REGULATIONS 


I. 


ELIGIBILITY 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 
7. 


Any  sheep  breeder  may  enter  ram  lambs  which  are  registered  or 
eligible  for  registration.  Ewe  lambs  will  not  be  accepted  on 
test. 

Ram  lambs  born  in  the  fall  of  1993  or  later  will  be  eligible 
for  test. 

Ram  lambs  which  have  been  shorn  will  not  be  eligible  for  test. 

Due  to  space  restrictions,  in  1994,  only  producers  who  have 
preregistered  and  paid  deposits  for  their  rams  will  be 
admitted.    It  is  understandable  if  producers  bring  fewer  rams 
than  expected,  but  lambs  in  excess  of  the  number  preregistered 
will  not  be  accepted.    There  is  no  limitation  on  the  number  of 
lambs  a  breeder  may  enter  on  test.    However,  if  pen  space 
becomes  a  problem,  those  breeders  entering  more  than  ten  rams 
may  be  required  to  limit  their  entries. 

All  rams  must  have  their  feet  trimmed  and  be  tattooed  prior  to 
entry.    The  only  exception  will  be  for  new  breeders  who  have 
not  yet  received  their  flock  letters. 

Sheep  which  come  from  a  bluetongue  area  as  defined  by 
Agriculture  Canada  will  not  be  accepted. 

With  regard  to  test  rams  from  new  contributors,  their  flocks 
of  origin  must  be  inspected  by  authorities  acceptable  to 
station  management  and  found  free  from  clinical  evidence  of 
communicable  diseases  and,  insofar  as  can  be  determined,  free 
from  exposure  to  any  communicable  diseases  during  the  90  days 
immediately  preceding  entry.    The  cost  of  the  inspection  shall 
be  borne  by  the  contributor. 
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8.  Repeat  contributors  are  requested  to  examine  their  test  rams 
and  f  1-ocks  rof  or<i gi n "for.  cl  i nioal  evidence  of  communicable 
diseases  and  to  determine  whether  their  rams  and  flocks  were 
exposed  to  any  commun.i.cabl e  diseases  during  the  90  days 
immediately  preceding  entry.    If  there  is  clinical  evidence  of 
communicable  diseases  and/or  a  recent  history  of  exposure, 
those  contributors  have  a  moral  and  legal  obligation  to 
voluntary  withdraw  their  test  rams. 

9.  Any  contributor  may  be  subject  to  a  flock  health  inspection  at 
the  discretion  of  the  station  management. 

10.  Test  rams  will  be  inspected  at  entry  and  must  be  found  free 
from  clinical  evidence  of  infectious  diseases  and,  insofar  as 
can  be  determined,  free  from  exposure  to  any  communicable 
diseases  during  the.  §0, days  immediately  preceding  entry. 

11.  Please  be  aware  that  if  one  or  more  rams  submitted  by  a 
contributor  have  clinical  evidence  of  soremouth  or  any  other 
communicable  disease,  their  enti re  group  will  be  rejected. 

12.  Any  test  ram  may  be  refused  entry  for  any  unsoundness 
condition  which  may  result  in  it  being  culled  from  the  sale 
after  completing  test. 

13.  At  delivery  to  the  test  station,  live  weight  of  each  lamb  must 
be  22.7-34.1  kg  (50-75  lb)  for  Suffolk  and  Hampshire  lambs  or 
20.5-31.8  kg.  (45-70..  lb}. .foe  other  breeds, ... 


II.  PROCEDURES 


1.  Rams  which  are  eligible  for  entry  will  be: 

a.  given  a  test  station  eartag  (large  plastic  tags  or  tags 
which  are  causing  damage  to  the  ears  will  be  removed  at 
this  time) 

b.  dewormed 

c.  given  an  8-way  vaccination  ... 

d.  given  a  Hemophilus  vaccination 

e.  footbathed  in  a  zinc  sulphate  solution 

2.  During  the  course  of  the  test,  all  rams  will  be: 

a.  blood,  sampled  for  Brucel  la,.  ovist 

b.  given  one  8-way  booster 

c.  given  two  Hemophilus  boosters 


3.  All  lambs  will  be  fed  free-choice  a  pelleted  ration  and  hay. 
Loose  salt  and  mineral  will  also  be  available  at  all  times. 
Each  pen  will  have  automatic  waterers. 

4.  All  lambs  will  be  fed  in  .groups  such  that  lambs  of  different 
entry  groups,  sizes  and  breeds'  are  kept  as  separately  as 
possible. 
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5.  Following  a  14  day  adjustment  period,  all  lambs  will  commence 
a  56  day  performance  test.    They  will  be  weighed  on  test  and 
every  two  weeks  thereafter.    On  test,  mid  test  and  off  test 
weights  will  be  the  average  of  weights  taken  on  two 
consecutive  days.    Reports  will  be  mailed  to  all  contributors 
every  two  weeks  beginning  when  the  first  entry  group  reaches 
the  mid  test  point. 

6.  Following  the  completion  of  test,  a  final  performance  report 
will    be  issued  which  will  include: 

a.  actual  on  test  and  off  test  weights  of  each  ram 

b.  average  daily  gain  on  test  of  each  lamb 

c.  average  daily  gain  index  of  each  lamb  within  breed 

d.  ultrasonic  backfat  measurement  of  each  lamb 

7.  CONTRIBUTORS  MUST  SUBMIT  THREE  GENERATION  PEDIGREES, 
COMPLETED  APPLICATIONS  FOR  REGISTRATION  AND  SIGNED  TRANSFERS 
FOR  EACH  LAMB  AT  ENTRY  DATE.    LAMBS  WHICH  ARE  NOT  ELIGIBLE  FOR 
REGISTRATION  WILL  BE  CULLED  FROM  THE  SALE. 

8.  Only  the  lambs  which  gain  above  the  average  for  their  breed 
will  be  further  considered  for  sale.    These  rams  will  be  shorn 
and  subjected  to  a  physical  cull.    (Rams  which  pass  the 
physical  cull  will  be  eligible  for  sale.) 

9.  Contributors  with  lambs  eligible  for  sale  are  not  obliged  to 
enter  them  in  the  sale.    Lambs  may  be  removed  from  the  test 
station  at  any  time  after  the  off  test  weighing. 

10.  No  animals  will  be  released  from  the  test  station  prior  to  the 
end  of  test  without  permission  of  the  station  manager.  The 
manager  reserves  the  right  to  reject  any  animal  during  the 
test  and  request  the  owner  to  remove  if  from  the  test  station. 

11.  Visitors  to  the  test  station  while  lambs  are  on  test  are 
encouraged,  but  interested  persons  are  advised  to  contact  Kim 
Woolfitt  (556-8202)  prior  to  their  arrival. 

Ill  FEES 

1.  Alberta  Agriculture  will  provide  the  test  station,  the 
required  manpower,  facilities,  technical  assistance  and 
supervision.    Breeders  entering  rams  on  test  shall  pay  for  the 
feed,  extra  veterinary  expenses  and  sale  costs  only. 

2.  The  fee  for  1994  will  be  $50  per  lamb  entered  on  test.  Half 
of  this  fee  must  be  paid  upon  preregistration  of  the  lambs  and 
the  remainder  on  delivery  to  the  station. 

3.  Since  Alberta  Agriculture  is  subsidizing  the  test  station  and 
sale  to  the  level  of  approximately  $50  per  lamb,  contributors 
from  outside  the  province  will  be  required  to  pay  an 
additional  $50  per  lamb  above  the  aforementioned  fee. 
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4.  For  a  premium  of  $5  per  lamb,  contributors  may  insure  their 
rams  against  death  loss  between  the  time  of  entry  and  the  fall 
of  the  hammer.    Payout  will  be  determined  by  dividing  the 
number  of  insured  rams  which  die  into  the  total  collected 
premium.    Payout  shall  not  exceed  $150  per  head.    Any  surplus 
in  collected  premiums  will  be  refunded  each  year  to 
contributors  who  purchase  this  insurance. 

5.  Cheques  or  money  orders  for  fees  should  be  made  payable  to 
Olds  College. 

6.  All  fees  connected  with  the  test  station  must  be  paid  before 
the  animals  are  released. 


IV  COMMITTEES 


1.  The  Alberta  Sheep  ROP  Advisory  Board  reserves  the  right  to 
make  all  decisions  regarding  the  ram  test  station. 

2.  The  committee  consists  of: 

a.  Two  producers  appointed  by  the  Alberta  Sheep  Breeders 
Association  -  Mr.  Clarence  Jones  and  Mr.  Tom  Seaborn 

b.  Two  producers  appointed  by  the  Alberta  Sheep  &  Wool 
Commission  -  Mr.  Andrew  Tye  and  Mr.  Pat  Barrott 

c.  Agriculture  Canada  -  Mr.  Mike  Southwood 

d.  Veterinary  Services  -  Dr.  Ray  Fenton 

e.  Chairman  -  Mr.  Ross  Gould,  Alberta  Agriculture 

f.  Ms.  Kim  Stanford  -  Secretary  -  Test  Station  Manager 

g.  Mr.  Wray  Whitmore  -  Home  Test  Coordinator 

3.  The  Culling  Committee  consists  of  two  purebred  breeders  who 
are  not  test  station  contributors  and  one  commercial  producer 
representing  buyer  interests. 
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1994  ALBERTA  RAM  TEST  STATION 
PREREGISTRATION  FORM 


NAMES:    PHONE:  _ 

ADDRESS:   

ENTRY  DATE  NUMBER  OF  RAMS  BREED 


It  is  hereby  understood  that  all  lambs  submitted  by  me  to  the 
1994  Alberta  Ram  Test  Station  and  Sale  are  at  my  risk,  and  that 
neither  Alberta  Agriculture,  Olds  College  nor  any  persons 
employed  by  them  will  be  liable  in  the  event  of  death,  sickness 
or  injury  to  animals  entered  into  the  above  programs.    I  consent 
to  the  publication  of  data  relating  to  the  performance  of  rams 
which  I  enter. 

I  have  read  the  rules  of  the  test  station  and  sale  and  agree  to 
abide  by  them. 


SIGNED:   

(Contributor) 


Please  return  this  form  with  a  $25  deposit  per  ram  to: 

Wray  Whitmore 
Sheep  Specialist 
Alberta  Agriculture 
#204,  7000  -  113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T6H  5T6 
403-382-4187 


MAKE  CHEQUES  PAYABLE  TO  OLDS  COLLEGE. 


ALBERTA  SHEEP  BREEDERS  ASSOCIATION  RECOGNITION  AWARD 


JACK  FRANCIS 

Jack  Francis  was  raised  in  the  Tofield  area  and  was  active  in  4-H  as  a  teenager.  He  has 
been  married  to  Joyce,  who  hails  from  the  Westlock  area,  for  40  years.  They  have  two 
children  Dale  and  Ha  and  five  grandchildren. 

Jack  farmed  at  home  for  about  three  years  before  joining  the  Animal  Sciences 
Department  of  the  University  of  Alberta.  Jack  retired  a  year  or  so  ago  after  more  then 
43  years  with  the  University.  Much  of  his  time  in  later  years  with  the  university  was  spent 
in  Metabolic  Research  in  which,  sheep  played  a  major  role. 

Jack's  involvement  with  Edmonton  Northlands  has  spanned  more  than  30  years  -  firstly 
as  an  exhibitor  when  he  showed  livestock  for  the  University  Farm,  as  a  paid  part-time 
worker  for  the  Livestock  Department  and  as  a  volunteer  at  the  Sheep  Shows. 

Currently,  Jack  is  still  a  volunteer  at  Edmonton  Northlands  -  he  is  Chairman  of  the  Sheep 
Committee  which  conducts  the  sheep  activities  during  the  Northlands  Farmfair.  He  is  also 
President  of  the  North  Central  Sheep  Breeders  Association. 

Jack  was  recognized  and  presented  with  his  award  at  Lambs  in  Lacombe  by  the  Alberta 
Sheep  Breeders. 


STOCK  DOG  CLINIC 

WITH 
SANDY  SANDERSON 

(From  Souris,  Manitoba) 
March  13th  &  14th,  1994 

Clinic  to  be  held  at 
Galawater  Holiday  Kennels 
R.  R.  #1 
Battleford,   SK     SOM  0E0 
(306)  937-2004 

To  Register  -  Write  or  Call  Galawater  Holiday  Kennels 

Sponsors:  Battlefords  Obedience  Boosters 

City  of  North  Battleford 

Saturday,  March  13th  -  Beginner  Handlers  -  With  1  Dog 
9  :  00  a.m.   -  5: 00  p.m. 

Sunday,  March  14th  -  Handlers  With  Some  Experience  -  With  1  Dog 
9:00  a.m.   -  5 : 00  p.m. 

Cost:     Handler  +  1  Dog  =  $50.00        Extra  Dogs  -  $15.00  each 
Includes:     Coffee  -  Breakfast  Muffins  -  Lunch 
Saturday  Night  Lamb  Roast    -     $5.00  per  person 

Limited  Registration 
DEADLINE  FOR  REGISTRATION 
-  February  28th  - 


REGISTRATION  FORM 
NAME  PHONE 


ADDRESS   

POSTAL  CODE 


I  would  like  to  register  for:     Saturday    Amount 

Sunday    Amount 


Total  Enclosed 


I  understand  that  no  refunds  will  be  given  after  Feb.  28/94. 

I  will  not  hold  any  of  the  sponsors,  participants,   instructors  or 
anyone  else  responsible  for  any  accident  or  injury  to  me  or  my 
dogs . 

I  will  be  liable  to  replace  any  stock  killed  or  injured  seriously 
by  my  dog. 


Signature  of  Course  Participant 


PRESS  RELEASE 


A  ILL   TIHKDSB  INVOLVE©  UN  THIS   SHIBIB?  INDUSTRY 


A  new  national  sheep  publication,  THE  SHEPHERD'S  JOURNAL,  will  be 
making  its  debut  in  early  1994. 

This  will  be  a  publication  for  sheep  people,  published  by  sheep  producers.  Ten 
issues  a  year  will  be  published  to  keep  you  current  on  changes  in  the  Canadian 
sheep  industry. 

To  subscribe  toTHE  SHEPHERD'S  JOURNAL  please  send  $20.00  plus  GST 
($21.40),  or  for  your  complimentary  issue  please  send  your  name  and  address  to: 

The  Shepherd* s  Journal 
Box  99 

Mossleigh,  Alberta 
TOL  1P0 


For  advertising  information,  please  telephone  (403)549-2464  or  (403)534-2144. 


The^ClassifiedB 

FOR  SALE  -  SHEEP 

EWES  &  LAMBS.  Ron,  Sundre,  638-2836  (1) 

GOOD  CROSSBRED  ewes.  All  shots  &  wormed. 
Bred  to  super  purebred  Texel  ram.  Good  terms  to 
approved  buyers.  Joe,  Langley,  B.C.,  604-534-6978 
(evenings  please)  (1) 


5  KATAHDIN  ewes  bred  to  registered  ram.  Excellent 
meat  stock  to  grade  up  from.  $125.00  OBO.  Karen  or 
Earl,  Carbon,  572-3044  (1) 


RECENTLY  ESTABLISHED  in  the  Rimbey  area 
registered  Clun  Forest  sheep;  an  exceptionally  strong 
maternal  breed  known  for  lambing  ease,  longevity  and 
performance.  This  flock  is  maintained  and  lean  lamb 
produced  on  a  minimum  of  inputs.  Flock  health  is 
achieved  through  vaccination,  deworming,  regular 
testing  for  OPP  and  inspection.  Visitors  and  inquiries 
are  welcome  by  contacting  Deena  Meadors,  Bluffton, 
843-4093  (1) 


FOR  SALE  -  GOATS 

1  -  2  YR  old  pygmy  goat  -  brown  &  beige, 
breeder.  Asking  $50.  Louisa,  Morinville, 


Good 


939-6236 


(1) 


2  -  PUREBRED  spring  kids,  females,  Angora.  2 
purebred  Angora  spring  kids,  male.  Reasonable. 
Dorathy,  Innisfree,  592-3845  (evenings)  (1) 

3  NUBIAN  goats,  2  purebred  females  with  kid  (one  with 
registered  papers),  1  young  purebred  billy.  Wayne, 
Fort  Assiniboine,  584-2040  (1) 

DISPERSAL.  5  dairy  goats  -  Saanen  &  registered 
Alpine.  Bred  to  full  blood  Alpine  buck  (selling  for 
$100.00).  Due  to  kid  in  February.  $120.00  each  OBO. 
Joan,  Tomahawk,  339-21 18  (1 ) 

2  BRED  Saanen  does,  2  young  Saanen  does  born  in 
1993.  2  young  Sannen  bucks.  All  are  tame,  healthy  & 
papered.  1  young  Saanen  buck  -  no  papers.  Erika, 
home,  Carstairs,  337-2496  or  work,  Olds,  556-2299  (2) 


2  BLACK  Jacob  sheep. 
524-3521 


Martin,  Valleyview, 


d) 


REGISTERED  POLYPAY  ram.  Born  Sept  '92. 
$125.00  OBO.  Betty,  Ardrossan,  922-5767  (1) 

1/2  SUFFOLK,  1/4  Romanov,  1/4  Dorset  ewe  lambs. 
Will  make  excellent  commercial  ewes.  Can  be  bred 
Suffolk  or  Dorset.  Holly,  Millet,  387-5043  (1) 

50  BRED  ewes  -  Suffolk  crosses.  $100  each.  Suffolk 
ram  -  $150  OBO.  Joanne,  Olds,  556-3429  (2) 


RIDEAU  ARCOTT  dispersal.  18  registered  ewes. 
Start  lambing  Feb  20.  Also  2  registered  rams.  Mike, 
Rolling  Hills,  964-3917  (2) 

31  SUFFOLK  dam/Romanov  sire  ewe  lambs  bred 
Dorset  (polled),  from  registered  purebred  stock. 
Closed  herd.  9  months  old.  Due  to  lamb  late 
April/early  May.  All  vaccinations  &  hoof  trimmed. 
Excellent  commercial  stock.  Arnold,  Drayton  Valley, 
542-7916  (2) 


TIRED  OF  paying  to  have  the  Woolgrowers  take  your 
wool?  If  interest  in  colored  sheep  -  offering  a  select 
group  of  Karackul  cross  ewe  lambs.  These  will 
produce  50-75%  colored  lambs  depending  upon  ram. 
Also  mixed  Dorset  &  Suffolk  ewes.  Over  200% 
lambing  rate.  Will  trade.  Paul,  High  Prairie, 
523-2473  (2) 


FOR  SALE  -  DOGS 

BORDER  COLLIE  pups,  started  &  trained  dogs.  Top 
imported  lines.  Also  guardian  dogs  &  puppies.  Every 
sale  guaranteed  to  suit  the  purchaser.  Ron,  Sundre, 
638-2836  (1) 


BORDER  COLLIES.  3  registered  male  pups  6  wks 
old.  1  unregistered  male  pup  6  months  old.  4 
unregistered  -  2  males,  2  females,  12  months  old. 
Martin,  Valleyview,  524-3521  (1) 


STOCKDOGS  -  CUSTOM  training,  purchasing  or 
selling,  assessments,  clinics,  lessons  or  advice.  Call 
Stuart,  Erskine,  586-2747  (1) 


KUVASZ  PUPPIES.  Ready  January  15/94.  Excellent 
predator  control.  Farm  dogs  &  livestock  protection. 
Raised  with  sheep.  Parents  both  working.  $225.00. 
Sheila,  Calmar,  985-3057  (Meal  times  or  leave 
message)  (1) 

REGISTERED  BORDER  Collie  puppies.    Sire  trial 
trained.   Dam  started  with  sheep.   Pups  dewormed, 
first  shots  &  vet  checked.  Betty,  Ardrossan, 
922-5767  (1) 

AKBASH  GUARDIAN  dog  puppies  from  excellent 
working  parents.  Available  December.  Sten,  Nanton, 
646-5465  (1) 


GREAT  PYRENEES  puppy.  1 1  months  old.  Large 
male.  Livestock  guardian  dog  as  well  as  a  guard  god. 
Excellent  temperament.  Farm  or  acerage  only.  All 
shots  &  CKC  registered.  Tom,  Cremona,  637-2416 
(After  5  PM)  (1) 


THE  GREAT  Ones  are  here1  Registered  Great 
Pyrenees  pups  ready  for  herd  intro  Jan  '94.  Health 
guarantees  -  shepard  price  also  AKC/CKC.  B.J. 
Benjamin  standing  at  stud.  Currently  both  parents 
working  goats  &  sheep,  both  large  in  size.  Marilyn, 
Carstairs,  337-3956  (1) 


CKC  REGISTERED  Great  Pyrenees  pups.  First  shots 
and  tattoos.  Ready  to  go  first  part  of  December. 
Carol,  Irma,  754-2355  (evenings  &  weekends)  (1) 


BORDER  COLLIE  purebred  pups.  8  weeks  old.  Both 
parents  good  workers.  $100.00.  Elaine,  High  Prairie, 
524-2523  (1) 


PYRENEES  puppies.  Both  parents  excellent  guard 
dogs.  $200.00.  Joan,  Tomahawk,  339-21 1 8  (1) 

REGISTERED  BORDER  Collie,  2  yrs  old,  very  good 
with  cattle  &  sheep.     Gary,  Kelowna, 
604-762-2610  (2) 

GREAT  PYRENEES  puppies,  8  weeks  old.  Ready  to 
go  end  of  Jan  '94.  Good  guard  dog.  Gadsby  Colony, 
Stettler,  574-2402  (2) 

REGISTERED  BORDER  Collie  pups.  Born  Dec  6/93. 
Ready  Feb  '94.    Sire  &  grandparents  have  been 
trained  successfully.  $200.00.  Marty,  High  River, 
395-2114  (2) 


KOMMONDOR/PYRENEES  pups. 
15.  Bob,  Warburg,  848-2691 


Ready  to  go  Jan 
(2) 


REGISTERED  BORDER  Collie  puppies  from  working 
parents.  Imported  bloodlines,  quiet  dispositions.  $250 
each.  Also  have  purebred  Italian  Marema  puppies. 
Make  excellent  guardians  for  home  or  livestock  -  put 
an  end  to  coyote  problems!  Ready  to  go  Jan  14  - 
$400  each.  Delivery  available.  Georgia,  Parson,  B.C., 
604-348-2200  (2) 


FOR  SALE  -  MISCELLANEOUS 

1  PORTABLE  adjustable  work  shute.  Guillotine  gate 
&  crowding  pen.  Bob,  Warburg,  848-2691  (1) 


YOUNG  JACKLING  standard-size.  Raised  with  both 
sheep  &  cattle.  Very  socialized.  Ideal  for  people  with 
young  children.  Paul,  High  Prairie,  523-2473  (2) 


STOMP  COYOTE  problems  with  a  guard  donkey.  2  yr 
old  jenny,  3  yr  old  gelding  -  both  have  been  with  sheep 
for  over  a  year.  These  donkeys  are  ready  to  work.  1 
yearling  gelding  &  1  weanling  gelding,  purchased  now 
&  introduced  to  your  farm  &  flock,  they'd  be  ready  for 
pasture  guarding  come  summer.  Also  one  2  yr  old 
gelding  donkey  for  cattle  guard.  Visitors  always 
welcome.  Elsie  Mackay,  Mannville,  763-3749  (2) 


PENNIES  &  Minutes  Cookbook.  A  sheep  farming 
family  puts  together  a  comprehensive  130  page  book 
of  recipes  that  farm  families  can  live  with.  If  you  are 
short  on  time  &  short  on  cash,  but  big  on  appetite,  then 
this  book  is  for  you.  Box  459,  Maple  Creek, 
Saskatchewan  SON  1N0.  $9.95  +  $4.50  postage  & 
handling  (all  taxes  included)  or  go  together  with  a 
friend  and  buy  2  for  $25.00  total.  Call  Lucy  at  306- 
662-3190  for  more  information.  (2) 


FOR  SALE  OR  TRADE 

WILL  TRADE  purebred  Angora  spring  kid,  male,  FOR 
young  Angora  billy.  Dorathy,  Innisfree,  592-3845 
(evenings)  (1) 

1  GUARD  donkey,  3  yr  old  gelding.  Very  good  with 
sheep.  $700  or  will  take  ewes  or  ewe  lambs  of  same 
value.  Peter,  Marquis,  Saskatchewan, 
306-788-4904  (1) 

BEARCAT  MIXMILL  with  ABS  120  bu  capacity, 
$3500.00  OBO  or  trade  for  black  face  ewe  lamb.  Also 
New  Holland  1044  bale  wagon,  $4000.00  or  trade  for 
black  face  ewe  lamb.  Matt,  Cayley,  395-2114  (1) 

WILL  TRADE  Craftsman  Snowblower  attachment,  fits 
18HP  or  16HP  older  style  tractor  FOR  sheep  scale. 
James,  Drumheller,  823-5027  (1) 


ANATOLIAN  SHEPHERD  guardian  dogs  for  sheep, 
cattle  or  other  livestock.  Ron,  Sundre, 
638-2836  (1) 


ONE  -  1993  fall  7/8  Romanov  ram  lamb.  Trade  FOR 
Columbia  ewe  or  sell  for  $95.00.  Elsie,  Mannville, 
763-3749  (2) 


LENDRUM  FOLDING  spinning  wheel.  Come  with  4 
bobbins  and  holder.  $200.00  OBO.  Sally,  Innisfail, 
728-3184  (1) 
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FOR  RENT 


SERVICES  AVAILABLE 


DOUBLE  STAFF  hydraulic  foot  trimming  chute. 
Excellent  for  getting  sheep  ready  for  cutblock  work. 
Peter,  MacMillan  Colony,  Cayley,  395-2221  or  Marilyn, 
Strathmore,  934-4262  (1) 


SHEARER  AVAILABLE 

SHEARER  AVAILABLE.  Lachlan  Mackintosh,  Okotoks, 
938-3369  (1) 

SHEARER    AVAILABLE    for    both    Alberta  and 
Saskatchewan.   Wool  bags  &  hydraulic  wool  packer 
provided.  Kendell  Smith,  Lloydminster, 
306-825-3700  (2) 

SHEARER  AVAILABLE.  From  $1.75/head.  Noel 
Downham,  Vilna,  636-2229  (evenings  or  early 
mornings)  (2) 

SHEARER  AVAILABLE,  south  central  Alberta.  Book 
now  for  the  new  year.  Nick,  Crossfield, 
946-5290  (2) 


WANTED  -  SHEEP 

FEEDER  LAMBS,  cull  ewes  &  breeding  ewes.  John, 
Westlock,  349-5203  (No  Sunday  calls  please)  (1) 


WANTED  -  MISCELLANEOUS 

SHEEP  AIR  hoof  trimmers.  Must  be  in  good  to 
excellent  condition.  Cheryl,  Conquest,  Saskatchewan, 
306-856-4414  (After  9  PM)  (2) 


HELP  WANTED 

NEED  PERSON  for  minimum  of  30  days  to  look  after 
lambing.  Will  live  in  trailer.  Nice  atmosphere.  Close 
to  town  &  USA.  Joe,  242  -  970  Avenue,  R  R  #9, 
Langley,  B.C.  V3A  6H5,  604-534-6978  (1) 


STOCK  DOG  clinics,  lessons  &  demonstrations.  Ron, 
Sundre,  638-2836  (1) 

CUSTOM  WOOLEN  Mills  -  Processing  Sale  -  February 
&  March.  Batts,  comforters,  mattress  pads,  sleeping 
bags,  carded  wools,  yarns,  work  socks.  Full  details, 
Custom  Woolen  Mills,  R  R  #1,  Carstairs,  TOM  ONO, 
telephone/fax  403-337-2221  (1) 


ZENFLEX  WOOL  Industries  Ltd.  Buying  wool,  Mon-Fri 
8  AM  -  5  PM.  Location  -  4416  -  51  Street,  Innisfail 
(second  building  to  the  West  from  Canada  West).  For 
information  call  Zenek  Matkowski,  227-1 868.  Southern 
Alberta  wool  collection  in  Granum.  For  information  call 
Jerry  Poelman,  687-2244.  Northern  Alberta  wool 
collection  in  Westlock.  For  information  call  John  Bolay, 
349-5203  (1) 

BROWN'S  FEEDS  would  like  to  thank  the  lamb 
producers  for  their  fantastic  response  to  our  lamb  milk 
replacer.  Due  to  the  increased  sales,  we  are  pleased 
to  announce  a  price  decrease  for  the  coming  season. 
The  new  suggested  retail  price  in  Alberta  will  be  1 0  kgs 
for  $31.45  and  20  kgs  for  $58.40.  We  now  have 
dealers  across  western  Canada.  For  the  dealer 
nearest  you  phone  403-784-3732  (1) 

STOCKDOGS  -  The  coming  months  are  often  the  best 
time  of  the  year  for  training.  There  are  training  clinics 
available,  geared  to  teach  you  how  to  train  your  own 
dog  or  have  me  custom  train  your  dog  for  you.  If  you 
wish  to  host  a  clinic,  buy  or  sell  a  dog  -  call  Stuart, 
586-2747,  Westerose  (1) 


STUD  SERVICE  available. 
Onoway,  967-4453 


Lake  Eden  Cashmere, 
(D 


SERVING  SHEEP  &  goat  producers  -  Sunbeam  and 
Lister  shearing  equipment  and  repairs,  livestock 
medicines,  lambing  and  kidding  supplies,  instruments 
and  equipment,  dairy  and  cheese  making  equipment, 
books  and  gifts,  show  equipment  and  supplies  and 
electric  fencing  equipment.  Cee-Der  Sheep  Products, 
Box  2404,  Canmore,  T0L  0M0,  phone  678-2220  (2) 


EXPERIENCED  PERSON  to  help  with  Feb,  March 
lambing.  Amy  or  Wayne,  Mannville,  763-351 0  (2) 


EDITOR'S  NOTE 


Classified  Ads  and  Coming  Events  may  be  placed  in  Sheep  Toot  notes  free-of -charge  by  contacting: 


Janet  Smalley 

Cattle  &  Sheep  Branch 


Terry  Sheen 
Field  Services 


#204,  70(H)  -  113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T6H  5T6 


Bag  3014 

Eethbridge,  Alberta 
Tlj  4C7 


Ph:  (403)  427-5083 
FAX  (403)  427-1057 


Ph:  (403)  381-5106 
FAX  (403)  382-4526 


The  deadline  for  Classified  Ads  and  Coming  Events  is  the  24th  day  of  the  month  prior 
to  the  month  of  publication. 


Coming  Events  will  be  run  every  month  from  when  they  are  placed  until  the  event.  Please  Note: 
Events  should  be  placed  in  Coming  Events  at  least  6  weeks  in  advance  in  order  to  ensure  their 
publication  before  they  occur. 


Classified  Ads  will  run  initially  for  Uvo  months,  unless  cancelled  after  the  first  month. 
After  the  first  tzvo  months,  ads  may  be  renewed  each  month  by  contacting  Janet  Smalley 
at  427-5083.  Ads  must  not  exceed  tzvo  column  inches  in  length  or  they  will  be  edited. 
All  ads  must  be  submitted  with  a  name,  an  address  and  a  phone  number  or  they  will 
not  be  run.  Sheep  Footnotes  reserves  the  right  to  restrict  the  length,  content  and  run  of 
any  Classified  Ad. 


Material  in  Sheep  Footnotes  may  be  reprinted  in  other  publications,  but  source  must  be  stated 
and  content  of  articles  may  not  be  changed  without  authors'  permission. 


EDITORS  OF  OTHER  PUBLICATIONS 


THE  ALBERTA  SHEEP  AND  WOOL  COMMISSION 


ALBERTA  SHEEP 


NEWS  AND  VIEWS 


VOLUME  2,    ISSUE  9 


JANUARY  1994 


NEW  OFFICERS  ELECTED 


SOUTHERN  ALBERTA  SHEEP  PRODUCER  WILL 
LEAD  THE  COMMISSION  IN  94 

The  Commission  Directors  elected 
Sten  Lundberg  to  be  Chairman  at 
their  recent  Board  meeting,  he 
succeeds  Kathy  Playdon  who  retired 
as  a  Director.  The  new  Chairman  is 
the  Director  for  Zone  #1  and  hails 
from  the  Nanton  area.  He  operates  a 
flock  of  about  500  head  of 
commercial  range  sheep  along  with 
some  purebred  Targhees.  His  sheep 
have  also  been  involved  in  BC, 
Whitecourt  and  Bar  S  Ranch  grazing 
projects.  The  new  Chairman  will  also 
continue  to  head  the  Alberta  Sheep 
Grazing  Projects  Committee. 

The  new  Vice-chairman  of  the 
Commission  is  Pat  Barott  from  the 
Vulcan  area.  He  is  the  Director  for 
Zone  #3.  He  operates  a  flock  of  300 
head  of  commercial  Romanov  crosses. 
He  has  also  been  extensively 
involved  with  the  Southern  Alberta 
Sheep  Breeders  Association  and  the 
Badland  Hills  Grazing  Association. 
He  will  also  serve  as  the  Commission 
Stabilization  Director  and  Vice- 
chairman  of  the  Canadian  Sheep 
Federation . 


Also  elected  to  positions  were: 

Lois  George  (zone  #5)  -  Chairman 
Promotion  Committee 

Morag  Othen  (zone  #7)   -  Chairman 
Production  Committee 

George  Chronik  (zone  #2  -  Chairman 
Budget  and  Finance  Committee 

Doug  Laurie   (zone  #6)   -  Chairman 
Policy  Committee 
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The  views  and  news  presented  in  this  newsletter  are  those  of  the  Alberta  Sheep  and  Wool 
Commission  and  do  not  in  any  way  reflect  those  of  Alberta  Agriculture,  which  kindly 
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NTS  PROGRAM  TO  END 

BEST  SHEEP  SUPPORT  PROGRAM  EVER 

As  governments  slowly  move  towards 
an  all  farm  safety  net  program  such 
as  NISA  and  with  the  ending  of  the 
Beef  NTS  program,  the  end  of  the 
sheep  program  appeared  inevitable. 
Its  all  but  official,  the  program 
will  end  sometime  this  march  two 
years  ahead  of  schedule.  From  a 
producer  aspect  it  is  probably 
opportune  as  it  would  save  paying 
premiums,  especially  with  no 
foreseeable  stabilization  payments. 

From  a  Sheep  Industry  aspect  it  was 
the  best  support  program  ever  -  it 
did  what  it  was  supposed  to  do, 
protect  producers  in  the  low  cycles. 
Even  governments  admitted  that  it 
worked  well  and  probably  had  an 
impact  on  stabilizing  sheep 
production  even  expanding  it  in  some 
parts  of  the  country. 

But  there  was  a  down  side  at  least 
for  the  government  participants  and 
that  is  the  program  deficit.  It  is 
estimated  to  be  three  million 
dollars  with  the  Alberta  Government 
on  the  hook  for  three  quarters  of  a 
million.  Its  no  secret  that  two 
factors  contributed  to  that  deficit, 
first  an  unprecedented  seventeen 
consecutive  payouts  as  the  lamb 
market  suffered  a  prolonged  low 
cycle.  Perhaps  if  the  program  had 
continued  on  another  six  years  the 
deficit  would  have  been 
significantly  reduced.  Another 
contributor  to  the  deficit  was  the 
late  entry  of  other  provinces  with 
no  penalties  and  at  the  start  of  the 
down  cycle.  This  quickly  ate  up  the 
accumulated  premiums  of  the  original 
participants  and  the  program  went 
into  a  deficit  position  from  which 
it  never  recovered. 

As  it  sits  now  no  specific  sheep 
support  program  is  planned. 
Governments  are  showing  a  preference 


for  an  all  farm  type  safety  net 
scheme.  This  would  mean  lamb  and 
wool  would  be  lumped  in  with  the 
rest  of  ones'  farm  production.  This 
does  not  work  well  for  sheep 
production  as  it  is  not  specific 
enough  especially  within  the  present 
NISA  program.  Discussions  have  been 
ongoing  to  add  a  Valued  Added 
component  to  the  NISA  program.  This 
would  be  more  beneficial  to  sheep 
production . 

In  the  meantime  all  participants 
have  been  discussing  a  transition 
between  NTS  and  a  NISA  type  program. 
The  favoured  approach  at  present  is 
an  Industry  Development  Fund.  It 
would  be  similar  to  the  present 
Sheep  Industry  Strategy  grant  which 
has  proven  so  beneficial  to  the 
Alberta  Sheep  Industry. 


MARKET  LINE 

OUR  2  4  HOUR  MARKET  HOTLINE 
IS  UPDATED  WEEKLY  TO  GIVE 
YOU  CURRENT  INFORMATION  ON 
LAMB  AND  WOOL  PRICES  IN  BOTH 
ALBERTA  AND  THE  USA. 

JUST  CALL  

1-295-3122 


AMERICAN  MARKET  LINE.... 

1-303-771-8503 
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ANNUAL  ZONE  MEETINGS  POSITIVE 

TURNOUT  AVERAGE  TO  LOWER 

With  rising  lamb  prices,  good  market 
demand  and  ample  feed  supplies 
Alberta  Sheep  Producers  were  in  a 
pretty  positive  mood  at  this  years 
annual  zone  meetings.  Commission 
activities  over  the  past  year  also 
gave  producers  more  insight  into  the 
different  aspects  of  their 
organization.  A  healthy  financial 
statement  along  with  some  detailed 
reports  on  promotion/merchandising 
activities,  stabilization,  the  task 
force,  forestry  grazing  research  and 
animal  rights  issues  all  added  up  to 
busy  meetings. 

New  Commission  Lamb  Merchandiser 
Doug  Marbach  provided  some  of  the 
meetings  with  an  overview  as  to  some 
of  the  challenges  facing  Canadian 
Fresh  Lamb  in  the  retail 
marketplace.  Ron  Mackay,  contractor 
for  the  Commission  sponsored 
Whitecourt  Forestry  Grazing  research 
project,   narrated  a  video  report. 

Two  new  Commission  Directors  were 
elected  at  the  zone  meetings.  Doug 
Laurie  was  elected  in  zone  #6  to 
replace  retiring  Kathy  Playdon. 
Gordon  Fulton  was  elected  in  zone  #4 
to  replace  Joyce  McCart.  Lois  George 
was  re-elected  in  zone  #5. 


TASK  FORCE  IDEA 

GOES  NATIONAL 

CSF  AND  AG.    CANADA  TO  GIVE  IT  A  TRY 

After  hearing  about  the 
deliberations  that  have  been  going 
on  in  Alberta  with  the  task  force, 
the  idea  is  going  to  be  tried  in 
setting  National  goals. 

The  process  in  Alberta  is  about  a 
year  old  and  involves  all  sectors  of 
the  sheep  industry  and  government 
support        personnel.        Time  and 


financial  constraints  will  force  the 
National  effort  to  be  very  focused. 
One  of  the  reasons  Ag.  Canada  is 
promoting  this  National  effort  is 
similar  to  the  rationale  behind  the 
Alberta  task  force.  That  is,  to 
bring  a  realistic  direction  to 
industry  development  by  sheep 
producers  themselves. 

The  vast  volumes  of  sheep  industry 
studies  gathering  dust  since  1912 
attest  to  the  failure  of  the  top 
down  approach.  Lets  hope  this  new 
Alberta  type  approach  can  work  at 
the  national  level  too! 


BSE  OUTBREAK 

AND  SHEEP  PRODUCERS 

MEDIA  MUDDLES  MAD  COW  DISEASE 

If  it  wasn't  for  that  catchy  name 
"  Mad  Cow  "  Disease  the  media  would 
probably  ignore  even  an  epidemic  of 
Bovine  Spongiform  Encephalopathy 
better  known  as  BSE.  However  a 
single  case  was  discovered,  in  a 
beef  cow  which  was  imported  from 
Britain  in  1986.  The  disease  is 
caused  when  cattle  eat  feed 
supplements  containing  scrapie 
infected  sheep  renderings.  The 
disease  exploded  in  Britain  when 
renderers  reduced  the  cooking 
temperatures  in  the  rendering 
process.  Scrapie  bacteria  survived 
the  lower  temperatures  and  infected 
cattle  that  consumed  the  rendered 
material.  The  low  temperature 
process  was  stopped  but  not  in  time 
as  thousands  of  British  cattle  were 
infected.  One  of  which  was  the  beef 
cow  exported  to  Alberta  in  1986. 

The  disease  is  not  infectious  or 
transferable  from  one  animal  to 
another  or  to  humans. 
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LAMB  MARKET  OUTLOOK 

ALL  SIGNS   POINT  TO  HIGHER  PRICES  BUT 

There  is  a  general  sense  of  optimism 
in  the  air  as  to  the  direction  of 
lamb  prices.  Prices  are  ahead  of 
this  time  last  year  (but  only  by 
three  to  five  dollars).  The  reason 
for  optimism  is  based  more  on  the 
fate  of  the  American  Sheep  Industry 
than  anything  else.  The  recent  loss 
of  their  wool  subsidy  program  could 
reduce  some  American  sheep  producers 
incomes  by  up  to  20%.  This  could 
cause  an  exodus  and  reduce  overall 
numbers  thereby  pushing  up  demand. 
Another  factor  is  the  future 
af f ordability  and  access  to,  of 
federal  grazing  lands.  40%  of  the 
sheep  in  the  US  graze  on  public 
lands.  If  these  sheep  are  pushed  off 
the  range  the  result  could  devastate 
the  American  Industry.  In  the  short 
term  all  of  this  could  drive  prices 
sky  high,  but  the  result  may  well  be 
the  closure  of  American  packing 
plants  and  distribution  systems.  The 
long  term  impact  could  be 
considerable  on  our  own  industry 
including  Canada  West  Foods. 


WOOL  MARKET  OUTLOOK 

IF  NOTHING  ELSE,    YOU  CAN  ALWAYS  HOPE 

When  it  comes  to  wool  prices  perhaps 
the  reality  is  that  the  best  we  can 
strive  for  is  to  cover  shearing  and 
shipping  costs.  Any  ideas  of  profit 
are  best  left  to  the  imagination. 
The  fact  is  if  inflation  is 
factored,  wool  has  not  really  been 
profitable  since  about  1950. 

For  1994  it  does  not  look  a  lot 
better  than  1993.  The  Australian 
wool  stockpile  continues  to  exert 
its  depressing  influence  on  market 
prices.  There  have  been  a  few  runups 
in  prices  but  they  were  usually 
shortlived.  Interestingly  a  study  of 
the  problem  in.  Australia  has 
recommended  that  perhaps  the  entire 
stockpile  should  be  marketed  at  once 


THEN   

The  only  people  who  are  wringing 
their  hands  in  delight  with  this 
scenario  are  New  Zealand  Lamb 
Company/Meat  Board  salesmen. 

Price  wise,  hundred  dollar  lambs  are 
already  here  if  you  sell  maximum 
carcass  weights  to  CWF.  Those 
selling  heavy  lambs  into  the  US  are 
enjoying  prices  up  to  $120.  Will 
there  be  a  threshold  of  price  pain? 

not  yet  in  the  US,  but  its 
already  hit  CWF  since  they  are 
confronted  with  a  steady  and  much 
lower  NZ  price  in  the  retail  and 
foodservice  markets.  With  a  weak  NZ 
dollar  it  will  only  get  worse  as 
domestic  retailers  opt  for  the  cheap 
inferior  imports. 

Because  imports  only  control  10%  of 
the  American  market,  wholesalers  and 
breakers  there  will  probably 
continue  to  pay  higher  lamb  prices 
which  will  fuel  price  increases  in 
Alberta.  I  expect  prices  to  get 
close  to  $1.00  a  pound  liveweight 
come  f ebruary/march  -  stay  tuned! 


at  whatever  price,  just  to  get  rid 
of  it.  The  market  would  be  decimated 
for  sure,  but  as  the  wool  stockpile 
would  be  out  of  system,  the  market 
in  time  should  come  roaring  back  - 
at  least  that's  the  theory. 

However,  in  the  meantime  wool  prices 
remain  in  the  doldrums  unaffected  by 
inflation  or  the  plight  of  producers 
costs.  At  present  it's  not  even 
possible  to  guess,  unless  American 
wool  pools  start  to  sell,  thereby 
setting  the  trend  -  maybe  next 
month.  But  then  again  if  anyone  is 
offering  90  cents  a  pound  cash  for 
range  wools  or  60  cents  for  domestic 
sell  immediately! 
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WOOL  MARKET  OUTLOOK  CONTINUED... 

THINKING  ABOUT  SELLING  YOUR  WOOL? 

Well  here's  one  not  so  new  idea; 

•  calculate  your  shearing,   shipping  and  other  costs. 

•  find  a  market  that  will  pay  a  cash  price  as  close  to  your  costs  as 
possible  -  remember  wool  profits  are  but  a  dream! 

•  sell  your  wool  outright,   immediately  -  get  the  cash! 

*  Why  would  you  take  this  approach,  you  may  ponder,  especially  if  some  wool 
buyers  offer  you  initial  payments  and /or  consignment  deals  on  higher  prices 
yet  to  come? 

Here's  why: 

•  Wool  is  somewhat  perishable  -       it  shrinks  and  hardens,  the 
quicker  you  sell  it  off  the  sheep's  back  the  more  weight  and  better 
wool  you  have  to  sell 

•  If  perchance  the  Aussies  sell  all  their  wool  outright  the  market  will 
collapse  totally,   then  you  can  forget  about  final  payments, 
consignment  sales  or  even  a  market  for  that  matter. 

•  It  seems  over  the  past  few  years  that  producers  selling  wool  for  an 
immediate  cash  settlement  especially  early  in  the  season  got  a  better 
price  than  those  accepting  initial  payments  or  selling  on  consignment. 

*  Almost  all  wool  buyers  whether  private,  pools,   co-ops  or  whatever  have  an 
outright  purchase  option,  but  you  may  have  to  shop  around.  Contact  the 
Commission  office  for  a  lamb  and  wool  marketing  guide. 


PROVINCIAL  WOOL  SHOW  RESULTS 

BEST  FLEECE  IN  CANADA  FROM  SASKATCHEWAN 

Years  of  dedicated  breeding  for  superior  fine  wool  paid  off  for  two  longtime 
Saskatchewan  sheep  producers.  The  supreme  Grand  Champion  fleece  at  the 
Edmonton  Northlands  Farmfair  was  won  by  Bernice  and  Les  Flaig  of  Tompkins 
Saskatchewan.  The  eighteen  pound  winning  fleece  was  a  merino  cross. 

The  competition  attracted  over  thirty  five  entries,  including  champions  from 
other  competitions.  The  Edmonton  wool  show  has  been  revitalized  over  the  past 
year  as  the  premier  wool  show  in  the  country.  Included  with  the  competition 
were  Fibre  exhibits,  spinning  demos,  a  wool  tower  and  related  educational 
displays.  Jack  Francis  and  Doug  Laurie  are  to  be  commended  for  their 
dedicated  efforts  in  creating  this  impressive  event. 

SUPREME  CHAMPION     -       Bernice  Flaig,       Tompkins  Saskatchewan 
GRAND  CHAMPION     -       E  &  H  Lambert,       Winfield  Alberta 
RESERVE  CHAMPION    -      Courtney  Flaig,       Tompkins  Saskatchewan 
CLASS  #2   -  FINE  BLOOD  STAPLE     -       E  &  H  Lambert,       Winfield  Alberta 
CLASS  #3  -  1/2  BLOOD  STAPLE    -      Kathy  Playdon,     Stony  Plain  Alberta 
CLASS  #4  -  3/8  BLOOD  STAPLE     -      Courtney  Flaig,       Tompkins  Saskatchewan 
CLASS  #5  -  1/4  BLOOD  STAPLE     -      Gary  Schneider,       Arrowwood,  Alberta 
CLASS  #6  -  COLOURED  STAPLE    -      E  fit  H  Lambert,       Winfield  Alberta 
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SHEEP  INDUSTRY  PUBLICATIONS,  INFORMATION 

AND  PROMOTIONAL  ITEMS 


PUBLICATIONS  AND  INFORMATION 

Highlights  of  Sheep  History 


in  the  Canadian  West 

By  Grant  MacEwen 

Soft  Cover    $15.00 

Hard  Cover  $30.00 

Sheep  Ranches  of  Western 
Canada   (1920)   Historic  Map 

14"   by  24"  $5.00 

Alberta  Sheep  Breeds 

Full  Colour  Poster 

English  or  Spanish   $5.00 


Thinking  About  Putting  your 
Sheep  on  a  Forestry  Sheep 
Grazing  Project 
Brochure 

Alberta  Sheep  Producers  Free 
All  Others  $5.00 

Alberta  Slaughter  Lamb,  Feeder 
Lamb  and  Wool  Marketing  Manual 

Alberta  Sheep  Producers  Free 
All  Others   $5.00 

Prices  include  GST,  postage 
and  handling. 


PROMOTIONAL  ITEMS 

Ceramic  Coffee  Mugs   $5.00 

White  Caps  with  Crest . . . . $9 . 00 

Fridge  Magnets  $1.50 

White  Aprons  with  Crest. $15. 00 

Lapel  Pins    $4.00 

Stickers  with  Crest .. $5 . 00/ 100 
Dinner  Napkins     "...  $5.00/100 

All  of  these  items  feature  our 
coloured  "Canadian  Fresh  Lamb" 
Alberta  Made  logo. 

Prices  include  GST,  Postage 


ORDER  FORM 

Please  Ship  the  Followimg  items 

Name :  

Address :  


Postal  Code: 
Phone :  


Item 

No 

Price 

Total 

Total  Amount  Enclosed  $ 


Mail  Order  Form  To: 

ALBERTA  SHEEP   &  WOOL  COMMISSION 

#212   -  6715  8TH.    STREET  N.E. 
CALGARY,    ALBERTA  T2E  7H7 

PHONE:    295-1988        FAX:  275-8009 
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ALBERTA  SHEEP  AND  WOOL  COMMISSION 
1993/1994  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


ZONE  #   1   -  N ANTON / PINCHER  CREEK/ CARDSTON /MAGRATH / FORT  MACLEOD 

STEN  LUNDBERG,      ASWC  CHAIRMAN  PHONE   &   FAX:      646   -  5465 

BOX   62  6 

NANTON,    ALBERTA     TOL  1R0 


ZONE  #   3    -  OLDS/CALGARY/HIGH  RIVER/ VULCAN / BROOKS / DRUMHELLER 

PAT  BAROTT,      ASWC  VICE  CHAIRMAN  PHONE   &  FAX:      599   -  2141 

BOX  937 

VULCAN,   ALBERTA     TOL  2B0 


ZONE  #   5   -  WAINWRIGHT/VEGREVILLE/ST  PAUL/COLD  LAKE / LLOYDMINSTER 

LOIS  GEORGE,      PROMOTION  COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN  PHONE   &  FAX:    847   -  2371 

BOX  508 

MARWAYNE,    ALBERTA     TOB  2X0 


ZONE  #   7   -  HIGH  LEVEL/GRANDE  PRAIRIE/ VALLEYVIEW/HIGH  PRAIRIE 

MORAG  OTHEN,  PRODUCTION  COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN  PHONE:  864  -  2466 
BOX  1,    SITE  8,   RR#1  FAX:    864   -  2055 

SPIRIT  RIVER,    ALBERTA     TOH  3G0 


ZONE  #   2    -   LETHBRIDGE /MEDICINE  HAT /MAN YBERRIES /MILK  RIVER 

GEORGE  CHRONIK,  BUDGET  &  FINANCE  COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN  PHONE  &  FAX:  732  -  4831 
BOX  513 

PICTURE  BUTTE,    ALBERTA     TOK  1V0 


ZONE  #   6   -  THORHILD/ EDMONTON/DRAYTON  VALLEY /WHITECOURT 

DOUG  LAURIE,      POLICY  COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN  PHONE   &   FAX:    963   -  6711 

BOX   13,    SITE   10,  RR#4 

STONY  PLAIN,    ALBERTA     TOE  2G0 


ZONE  #   4   -  WETASKIWIN /RED  DEER/CORONATION/ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  HOUSE 


GORDON  FULTON 

BOX   1,    SITE   9,  RR#1 

BOWDEN,    ALBERTA     TOM  0K0 


PHONE:    224   -  3753 
FAX:    224   -  2729 


National  Library  of  Canada 
Bibtiotheque  nationale  du  Canada 


3  3286  50449  8193 
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Lambs 


Commentary 

Lack  of  buyer  demand  at  both  the  retail  and 
wholesale  level  in  the  U.S.,  has  resulted  in  prices 
dropping  by  as  much  as  $15  per  cwt  for  65-75 
pound  carcasses.  The  fall  was  not  as  great  in 
lighter  weight  carcasses,  but  the  negative  affect 
rolled  over  most  markets  in  both  the  U.S.  and 
Canada. 

The  Innisfail  rail  price  slipped  early  in  the  month 
to  $1.77  per  cwt  and  declined  further  to  settle  at 
$1.75  at  months  end.  They  are  reporting  that 
lambs  are  moving  from  both  feedlots  and 
producers  at  good  market  quality  and  few 
overweight  problems  exist. 

The  January  sale  in  Edmonton  also  saw  95-110 
pound  lamb  prices  dropping  four  dollars  per  cwt 
from  December  to  range  $78  to  $82  per  cwt. 

The  price  spreads  seem  to  be  greatest  in  the  south 
largely  dependant  on  market  weight.  Fort 
Macleod  is  quoting  a  price  spread  of  $80  to  $88 
per  cwt.  Lambs  were  moving  either  to  B.C.  or 
the  eastern  market,  with  shipments  south  of  the 
border  on  hold  until  the  U.S.  backlog  is  cleared 
up. 

Outlook 

The  drop  in  prices  was  a  signal  to  sheep 
producers  in  the  U.S.,  that  the  market  would 
penalize  overweights  in  order  to  prevent  a 
reoccurrence  of  last  summers  backlog  problems. 


Slaughter  Lamb  Prices 
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>an/92  |  an/93 

Month  (to  Jan-94) 


 San  Angelo  Chocs  Raitgrade  Equivalent 

i  —  ■  CWFC  Railgrade  G«b 


The  market  and  wholesale  prices  appear  to  have 
stabilized  at  the  current  levels.  East  coast  U.S. 
carcasses  weighing  less  than  55  pounds  lost  eight 
dollars  per  cwt  since  mid-December  to  hold  at 
$140.25  per  cwt  for  the  week  ending  January  22. 
The  drop  in  lighter  weights  was  not  as  severe  as 
the  heavy  weights  experienced  reinforcing  the 
need  to  remain  current.  We  should  start  seeing 
recovery  in  Alberta  markets  by  mid-February;  the 
following  is  an  adjusted  price  scenario: 


Projected  Alberta  Prices 
(Dollars  Per  Hundred  Weight) 


Feb. 

88 

Mar. 

94 

Apr. 

103 

May 

103 

June 

98 

Market  Strategies 

Producers  should  not  be  holding  market  lambs  in 
anticipation  of  higher  prices.  Discounts  will 
continue  to  erode  the  profitability  per  head  on 
overweight  and  fat  lambs  in  local  markets.  New 
crop  lambs  are  currently  hitting  the  ground. 
Producers  should  be  investigating  market 
opportunities  and  ration  accordingly  to  hit  the 
desired  market  at  the  appropriate  time.  Easter 
market  lambs  will  have  to  be  available  for  sale  by 
mid-March  this  year  to  take  advantage  of  possible 
price  premiums. 


Matthew  Machielse 
January  26,  1994 
(403)  427-5387 


Not*.  Jan  94  prose  ana  estimated 

'CWFC  «  Canada  West  Food  Corporation 
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TYPE  OF 


REPRESENTATIVE  LIVE  SALES 

TYPE 


PRICE 


AREA 
WEST 

SHEEP 

OF  SALE 

HEAD 

LBS. 

WEIGHING  CONDITIONS 

(VCWT.) 

California 

SI  Lambs 

Direct 

5.300 

1  15-132 

Choice,  few  prime.  YG  2-4.  shorn,    1-2  pelt 

53.00-57.00 

California 

SI.  Lambs 

Direct 

1.200 

125-140 

Choice,  few  prime.  YG  2-4.  g|-2  pelt,  delivered 

58  00-58.50 

Washingtor 

Feeders 

Direct 

200 

Medium  &  large  frame  1  -2 

51.25 

MOUNTAIN 

Idaho 

SI.  Lambs 

Direct 

2.700 

130-140 

Choice,  few  prime.  YG  2-4,  wooled,  few  loads  carcass  basis        55  00 

Utah 

SI.  Lambs 

Direct 

2.400 

130-135 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4,  wooled.  4%  shrink 

52.00-55.00 

Wyoming 

SI.  Lambs 

Direct 

3.500 

130-140 

Choice,  few  prime.  YG  2-4.  mosdy  fall  shorn  to  Ul  pelts 

57.00-5800 

Colorado 

Feeders 

Auction 

434 

69-96 

Medium  &  large  frame  1  -2 

63.25-67.50 

Colorado 

Feeders 

Auction 

227 

107-1  14 

Medium  &  large  frame  1-2 

55.00-59.50 

Colorado 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

101 

Good  &  choice 

26.00-35.00 

New  Mexico  SI.  Ewes 

Direct 

2.500 

Utility  &  good 

35.00 

SOUTH  CENTRAL 

Texas 

SI.  Lambs 

Feedlot 

10.400 

1 10-140 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4.  shorn/wool,  yield  basis 

54  00-61.00 

Texas 

SI.  Lambs 

Feedlot 

1.600 

125-130 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4,  shorn,  #  1  -2  pelcs,  4%  shrink 

58.00 

Texas 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

150 

90-130 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  3-4,  shorn,  #1-2  pelts.  Goldthwaite  64-70.00 

Texas 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

3.174 

100-135 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4,  shorn/wool,  San  Angelo 

52.00-60.00 

Texas 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

779 

100- 1 15 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4,  shorn/wool.  San  Angelo 

60.00-6550 

Texas 

Feeders 

Direct 

500 

75 

Choice  &  fancy,  overnight  sand 

70.00 

Texas 

Feeders 

Auctions 

450 

55-85 

Medium  &  large  frame  1-2,  Goldthwaite/Junction 

68.00-7  liO 

Texas 

Feeders 

Auction 

180 

50-65 

Medium  &  large  frame  1-2.  San  Angelo 

70.00-76.00 

Texas 

Feeders 

Auction 

154 

90-100 

Medium  &  large  frame  1-2.  San  Angelo 

60.00-70.00 

Texas 

Feeders 

Auction 

926 

50-95 

Medium  &  large  frame  2,  San  Angelo 

65.00-74.00 

Texas 

Feeders 

Auction 

610 

55-90 

Medium  frame  2-3,  San  Angelo 

S8.00-65.00 

Texas 

SI.  Ewes 

Auctions 

704 

Utility  &  good,  Goldthwaite/Junction 

30.00-4150 

Texas 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

9,483 

Utility  co  choice,  San  Angelo 

35.00-46.00 

Texas 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

1,539 

Cull,  San  Angelo 

30.00-34.00 

Texas 

St.  Ewes 

Auctions 

106 

Lambs  at  the  side,  San  Angelo 

20.00-40.00 

NORTH  CENTRAL 

Iowa 

CI  l,mk. 

ji.  i_amos 

Computer 

1,091 

122-133 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4,  shorn 

59.00-61.00 

Minnesota 

oi.  Lamos 

Computer 

740 

134 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4,  wooled 

54.50 

Wisconsin 

CI      1  ,rv,k. 

Computer 

382 

1  17 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4.  shorn/wool 

59.50-62.50 

Midwest 

SI.  Lambs 

Feedlot 

4,925 

1 18-140 

Ch.,  few  pr.,  YG  2-3,  4%  shrink,  shorn/wool 

54.00-62.00 

Illinois 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

216 

105-145 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-3,  shorn/wool 

53.00-59.50 

Iowa 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

426 

100-148 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4,  shorn/wool,  Kalona 

56.00-64.50 

Iowa 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

127 

120-150 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-3,  wooled,  Kalona 

52  25-56.25 

Minnesota 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

410 

1 10-140 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-3,  shorn/wool 

5  1.00-60.00 

Missouri 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

107 

120-170 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-3,  shorn/wool,  Mexico 

5350-55.10 

Nebraska 

SI.  Lambs 

Auctions 

312 

100-130 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4,  shorn/wool,  Omaha/Palmyra 

53.00-60.00 

S.  Dakota 

SI.  Lambs 

Auctions 

1.762 

94-148 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4,  shorn/wool 

51. 75-61. 00 

Minnesota 

Feeders 

Auction 

740 

60-100 

Medium  &  large  frame  1-2,  South  St.  Paul 

S5.00-66.00 

Missouri 

Feeders 

Auction 

240 

60-90 

Choice  &  fancy,  Mexjco 

61.50-67.50 

Missouri 

Feeders 

Auction 

124 

55-80 

Choice  &  fancy,  Springfield 

65.00-75.00 

Missouri 

Feeders 

Auction 

140 

85-100 

Choice  &  fancy,  Springfield 

56.00-61.00 

Nebraska 

Feeders 

Auction 

ISO 

80-100 

Choice  &  fancy,  Palmyra 

57.50-62.50 

N.  Dakota 

Feeders 

Auction 

147 

87-1  12 

Medium  &  large  frame  1  -2,  West  Fargo 

52.00-58.00 

S.  Dakota 

Feeders 

Auctions 

968 

73-1 12 

Medium  &  large  frame  1-2,  Sioux  Falls/Faith/Newell 

56.50-63.25 

S.  Dakota 

Feeders 

Auctions 

902 

67-95 

Medium  &  large  frame  1-2,  Belle  Fouche/Newell 

63.50-66.25 

Iowa 

SI.  Ewes 

Auctions 

334 

Utility,  Kalona/Sioux  City 

28.00-34.00 

Iowa 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

107 

Good  &  choice,  Kalona 

35.00-39.75 

Missouri 

SI.  Ewes 

Auctions 

133 

Utility  to  choice,  Mexico/Springfield 

26.50-3S.00 

Nebraska 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

180 

Utility  &  good.  Palmyra 

32.00-39.00 

S.  Dakota 

SI.  Ewes 

Auctions 

1.013 

Utility  &  good.  Belle  Fouche/Faith/Newell/Sloux  Falls 

28.00-36.00 

Nebraska 

St.  Ewes 

Auction 

100 

Bred,  Palmyra  (per  head) 

60.00-70.00 

S.  Dakota 

St.  Ewes 

Auctions 

446 

Yearlings  to  solid  mouth,  bred,  (per  head) 

6 1 .00-72.00 

S.  Dakota 

St.  Ewes 

Auctions 

225 

Solid  mouth,  bred.  Newell  (per  head) 

50.00-51.00 

EASTERN 

MichVlnd. 

SI.  Lambs 

Pools 

822 

100-130 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4,  shorn/wool 

61.50-68.50 

Virginia 

SI.  Lambs 

Tele-Auction  5  1  5 

95-125 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  1-4,  wooled 

63.05-63.29 

Kentucky 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

656 

105-140 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-3,  shorn/wool 

60.00-65.00 

Michigan 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

475 

100-130 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4.  shorn/wool 

58.00-66.00 

Penn. 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

397 

80-130 

Choice,  YG  2-3,  wooled 

70.00-90.00 

Penn. 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

125 

60-80 

Choice.  YG  2-3.  wooled  85.00-100.00 

Virginia 

SI.  Lambs 

Auctions 

148 

89-120 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  1-3,  wooled 

68.00-74.00 

Michigan 

Feeders 

Auction 

180 

60-90 

Choice  &  fancy 

60.00-90.00 

Virginia 

Feeders 

Auction 

68 

50-85 

Medium,  small,  &  large  frame  1  -2 

71.00-96.00 

Michigan 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

75 

All  grades 

30.00-45.00 

Kentucky 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

101 

Utility  &  good 

17.00-33.00 

Penn. 

.SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

167 

Utility  &  good 

30.00-50.00 

Source:  ASI  Market  Irtformation/USDA 
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NEWS 


WHOLESALE  LAMB  MARKET  AND  DISTRIBUTIVE  CUT  MARKET 
W/E  01/ 14/94  FOB  CAF  CAF 

OMAHA  BASIS  NORTHEAST     SO.  CALIF. 
CERTIFIED  CL  YG  1-2 


55/DN 

60/DN 

55-65 

60-65 

65-75 

CARCASSES  YG  l-3« 

55/DN 
60/DN 
60-65 

CARCASSES  YG  M< 

55/DN 
55-65 
65-75 
75/UP 


$1.55 


SI.40-I.40S 
$  1 .30- 1 .305 
$1.27-1.275 
$1.22-1.225 


(carlot) 
$1.37-1.40 

$1.27-1.30 
$1.22-1.25 

$1.40 
$1.40-1.45 
$1.30-1.35 


$1.25-1.30 


BOXED  LAMB  CUTS:  YG  1-4**  DISTRIBUTIVE  TRADE 
W/E  01/07/94  W/E  01/14/94 

VOLUME*PRICE  RANGE  N.E.  COAST    SO.  CALIF. 


3-Way  55/DN 

ISO 

$1.55 

**YG  1-3 

300 

$1.67-1.70 

**CERT. 

55-65 

300 

$1.50-1.52 

**YG  1-3 

430 

$1.59-1.70 

**CERT. 

Rack,  8-rib  7/DN 

700 

$350 

$3.50-3.75 

7/UP 

1.225 

M$3.85-4.I0 

$3.60-3.85 

YG  1-3  7/UP 

**$3.80-3.90 

Shoulder,  cross  cut 

1350 

M$0.80-0.85 

Chuck,  sq  cut,  split 

2,050 

M  $0.90- I.I  5 

$0.75-0.95 

**$0.90- 1 .00 

Loin,  4-inch  trim 

1.075 

M$3.25-3.40 

$2.75-3.25 

**$3. 10-3.20 

Legs,  dbl  trtr  on 

1,525 

M  $1.45- 1.60 

$1.40-1.60 

**$  1 .35- 1 .45 

Legs,  sngl  trtr  off 

975 

M$  150- 1.65 

**$  1 .70- 1 .80 

Legs,  sngl  bnls 

350 

$2.30-2.3S 

Breast,  sq  cut 

1.100 

M$0.33-0.35 

$0.25-0.35 

Fores  hanks 

1,350 

M$l. 10-1.25 

$1.15-1.25 

**$  155- 1.65 

Ribs,  Denver  style 

50 

$1.40 

CERTIFIED  CL  YG 

1-2 

Rack,  8-rib  7/DN 

7/UP 

70 

$3.95-4.25 

$3.85 

Chuck,  sq  cut,  spit 

600 

$1.12-1.20 

$1.00 

Loins,  4-inch  trim 

80 

$3.15-3.45 

$3.20 

Legs,  dbl  trtr  on 

$1.40 

Legs,  sngl  trtr  off 

50 

$1.90 

$1.75 

Legs,  sngl  bnls 

45 

$2.45-254 

Breasts,  sq  cut 

140 

$050-0.65 

Fores  hanks 

75 

$1.30-1.35 

$1.60 

♦BOX-COUNT  BASIS.  **YG  3  OR  BETTER  WHERE  NOTED 
M  =  MOSTLY  (not  full  price  range)  


FEDERALLY  INSPECTED 

SLAUGHTER  (Head) 

X  THIS 

X  THIS 

X 

WEEK 

WEEK 

WEEK 

1993 

THIS 

vs 

vs 

ENDING 

TOTAL 

vs 

WEEK 

LAST 

LAST 

01/01/94 

YEAR 

1992 

(estimated) 

WEEK 

YEAR 

(actual) 

TO  DATE 

TOTAL 

SHEEP 

89.000 

-7J 

-3.6 

84.660 

185.000 

S.2 

CATTLE 

676.000 

♦8.2 

♦3.8 

569.373 

1  J0I.0O0 

-2.4 

CALF 

21.000 

-8.7 

-16.4 

20.79S 

44.000 

-13.4 

HOGS 

1.899.000 

+6.8 

-2  J 

I.S9S.S26 

3.677.000 

-B.4 

RED  MEAT  PRODUCTION  (million  pounds) 

XTHIS 

XTHIS 

X 

WEEK 

WEEK 

WEEK 

1993 

THIS 

vs 

vs 

ENDING 

TOTAL 

vs 

WEEK 

LAST 

LAST 

12/25/93 

YEAR 

1992 

(estimated) 

WEEK 

YEAR 

(actual) 

TO  DATE 

TOTAL 

IAMB 

5.6 

-7.8 

-3.4 

5.5 

117 

3  J 

BEEF 

47S.S 

♦82 

♦  64 

356  4 

915.2 

+0.9 

VLAL 

48 

-76 

-III 

46 

10.0 

7.4 

PORK 

352  6 

♦62 

-1.6 

285.9 

684.6 

3.3 

TOTAL 

838  6 

♦  7.1 

♦2.7 

652  4 

1 .62  1 .5 

-1.0 

DRESSED  WEIGHT 

PERCENT  LAMB  SLAUGHTER 

THIS  WEI  K  (EST  ) 

63 

01/01/94 

93.6 

12/25/93  (ACT  ) 

6-1 

01/02/93 

953 

Comments 

WHOLESALE  CARCASS  TRADE  W/ 
E  01/14/94:  Compared  to  last  week, 
CAF  East  Coast  carcass  lambs  traded 
steady  to  $5.00  lower  on  55  lbs.  and  down 
and  55-65  lbs.  Prices  on  65-75  lbs.  and  75 
lbs.  and  up  were  uneven  with  the  lower 
end  of  the  prices  improving  $l.00-$2.00 
while  the  top  end  of  the  prices  fell  $5.00- 
$6.00.  CAF  California  prices  were  $2.00- 
$4.00  lower  on  60  lbs.  and  down  and 
$7.00-$9.00  lower  on  60  lbs.  and  up.  FOB 
Omaha  prices  had  not  settled  at  the  press 
time.  Movement  was  slow  on  moderate 
offerings  and  a  light  demand. 

Carcasses  Certified  by  USDA  Week 
Ending  01/07/94:  12,635,  13.2  percent 
of  estimated  slaughter. 

USDA  CUTOUT  VALUE,  W/E  01/14/ 
94:  NORTHEAST  TRADE,  BASED 
ON  INDUSTRY  YIELDS.  This  week  s 
cutout  for  65/down  carcasses  was  valued 
at  $152.05,  down  $5.38.  The  65/up  car- 
casses were  valued  at  $152.33,  down 
$5.38.  Note:  no  adjustments  were  made 
for  processing  or  distributing  costs. 

NATIONAL  BOXED  LAMB  CUT 

TRADE,  W/E  01/07/94:  Compared  to 
the  previous  week,  boxed  lamb  cuts  traded 
steady  to  lower.  Shoulders  and  chucks 
traded  unevenly  steady.  Racks  were  weak 
to  lower  on  light  offerings  and  demand. 
Legs  were  mostly  weak  to  lower.  Other 
items  were  steady  to  weak.  Movement 
was  slow  on  moderate  offerings  and  a 
mostly  light  demand. 

DISTRIBUTIVE  TRADE  W/E  01/14/ 

94:  In  the  Northeast  distributive  trade. 
55/down  carcasses  traded  $l.00-$2.00 
lower  compared  to  last  week  with  prices 
ranging  from  $  I  55.00-$  I  60.00.  Lamb  cuts 
traded  weak  to  mostly  lower,  except  for 
chucks  which  traded  steady  to  firm.  Middle 
meats  were  mostly  weak  to  lower  and 
legs  were  mixed,  mostly  lower.  Move- 
ment was  slow  to  very  slow  on  moderate 
to  heavy  offerings  and  a  light  to  very  light 
demand.  Winter  weather  continued  to 
hamper  trade  on  the  East  Coast. 


1994 


mmg  Events 


February  17 


NORTH  CENTRAL  SHEEP  SALES.  Fat  and  Feeder 
Lambs.  Edmonton  Public  Stockyards.  Deadline  for  sheep 
deliveries  at  all  sales  is  9:00  AM.  All  sales  begin  at  1:30 
P.M.  For  additional  information  (sheep)  contact  Bruce 
McGhan,  R  R#4,  Calmar,  TOC  OVO,  phone  985-3744  or 
John  Bolay  (goats),  R  R  #2,  Westlock,  TOG  2L0,  phone 
349-5203. 


February  26 


MONTHLY  SHEEP  AND  GOAT  SALE  at  Camrose 
Auction  Market,  672-4496,  Camrose  at  3:00  P.M.  Look  for 
ditplay  of  Lazy  'S'  Sheep  Supplies.  For  further  information 
contact  Camrose  Auction  at  672-4496. 


March  2 


TRI- COUNTY  SHEEP  PRODUCERS  ASSOCIATION 
REGULAR  MEETING.  Thorhild  Agri-Plex  (upstairs). 
7:30  P.M.  Contact  Pat  or  Doug  at  398-2305  or  Mike  at 
398-3993  for  further  information. 


March  5 


SPINNING  COURSE.  Rimbey  Area.  10:00  A.M.  -  4:00 
P.M.  Fee  -  $65.00.  Spinning  wheels  can  be  rented  for 
$25.00.  To  register  call  Judy  Fitzsimmons,  843-6830. 


March  7 


REGULAR  MONTHLY  MEETING  OF  MOUNTAIN 
VIEW  SHEEP  PRODUCERS  ASSOCIATION.  All 

sheep  producers  whether  long  time  or  new  welcome  to 
attend.  For  more  information  call  Joanne  at  224-3026  or 
Mike  at  224-3743. 


-5- 


March  9 


March  11-13 


March  13  &  14 


March  23 


ENTRY  DATE  FOR  RAM  TEST  STATION.    You  are 

invited  to  enter  ram  lambs  into  this  years  station  test  from 
10:00  A.M.  -  12:00  Noon.  As  soon  as  you  have  decided  to 
enter  rams  into  this  years  station  test,  please  contact  the 
Station  Manager,  Wray  Whitmore  at  427-5083  Edmonton 
so  the  pre-entry  veterinary  inspection  can  be  arranged 
where  required. 

STOCK  DOG  TRAINING  CLINIC  with  Stuart  Erskine 
at  Barons  (just  north  of  Lethbridge).  First  12  accepted.  To 
register  call  Ed  at  757-2280. 

STOCK  DOG  CLINIC  WITH  SANDY  SANDERSON 

(From  Souris,  Manitoba).  At  Galazvater  Holiday  Kennels, 
R  R  #1 ,  Battleford,  Saskatchewan,  306-937-2004.  To 
register  call  Galawater  Holiday  Kennels.  Cost  -  Handler  + 
1  dog  =  $50.00.  Extra  dogs  -  $15.00  each.  Includes  coffee, 
breakfast  muffins,  lunch.  Saturday  night  lamb  roast  - 
$5.00  per  person.  Deadline  for  registration  Feburary  28. 

ENTRY  DATE  FOR  RAM  TEST  STATION.   You  are 

invited  to  enter  ram  lambs  into  this  years  station  test  from 
10:00  A.M.  -  12:00  Noon.  As  soon  as  you  have  decided  to 
enter  rams  into  this  years  station  test,  please  contact  the 
Station  Manager,  Wray  Whitmore  at  427-5083  Edmonton 
so  the  pre-entry  veterinary  inspection  can  be  arranged 
where  required. 


March  24 


March  26 


NORTH  CENTRAL  SHEEP  SALES.  Fat  and  Feeder 
Lambs.  Special  Goat  Sale.  Edmonton  Public  Stockyards. 
Deadline  for  sheep  deliveries  at  all  sales  is  9:00  A.M.  All 
sales  begin  at  1:30  P.M.  For  additional  information  (sheep) 
contact  Bruce  McGhan,  R  R  #4,  Calmar,  TOC  OVO,  phone 
985-3744  or  John  Bolay  (goats),  R  R  #1,  Westlock,  TOG 
2L0,  phone  349-5203. 

MONTHLY  SHEEP  AND  GOAT  SALE  at  Camrose 
Auction  Market,  672-4496,  Camrose  at  3:00  P.M.  Look  for 
display  of  Lazy  'S'  Sheep  Supplies.  For  further  information 
contact  Camrose  Auction  at  672-4496. 


April  4 


REGULAR  MONTHLY  MEETING  OF  MOUNTAIN 
VIEW  SHEEP  PRODUCERS  ASSOCIATION.  All 

sheep  producers  whether  long  time  or  new  welcome  to 
attend.  For  more  information  call  Joanne  at  224-3026  or 
Mike  at  224-3743. 


NORTH  CENTRAL  SHEEP  SALES.  Fat  and  Feeder 
Lambs.  Edmonton  Public  Stockyards.  Deadline  for  sheep 
deliveries  at  all  sales  is  9:00  A.M.  All  sales  begin  at  1:30 
P.M.  For  additional  information  (sheep)  contact  Bruce 
McGhan,  R  R  #4,  Calmar,  TOC  OVO,  phone  985-3744  or 
John  Bolay  (goats),  R  R  #1,  Westlock,  TOG  2LO,  phone 
349-5203. 

ENTRY  DATE  FOR  RAM  TEST  STATION.    You  are 

invited  to  enter  ram  lambs  into  this  years  station  test  from 
10:00  A.M.  -  12:00  Noon.  As  soon  as  you  have  decided  to 
enter  rams  into  this  years  station  test,  please  contact  the 
Station  Manager,  Wray  Whitmore  at  427-5083  Edmonton 
so  the  pre-entry  veterinary  inspection  can  be  arranged 
where  required. 

TRI- COUNTY  SHEEP  PRODUCERS  ASSOCIATION 
REGULAR  MEETING.  Thorhild  Agri-Plex  (upstairs). 
7:30  P.M.  Contact  Pat  or  Doug  at  398-2305  or  Mike  at 
398-3993  for  further  information. 

NORTH  CENTRAL  SHEEP  SALES.  Fat  and  Feeder 
Lambs.  Edmonton  Public  Stockyards.  Deadline  for  sheep 
deliveries  at  all  sales  is  9:00  A.M.  All  sales  begin  at  1:30 
P.M.  For  additional  information  (sheep)  contact  Bruce 
McGhan,  RR#4,  Calmar,  TOC  OVO,  phone  985-3744  or 
]ohn  Bolay  (goats),  R  R  #1,  Westlock,  TOG  2L0,  phone 
349-5203. 

76TH  ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING  OF 
CANADIAN  CO-OPERATIVE  WOOL  GROWERS 
LIMITED.  Airliner  Inn,  1740  Ellice  Avenue,  Winnipeg, 
Manitoba.  9:00  A.M.  Noon  luncheon  will  be  provided.  For 
agenda  items  and  evening  banquet  tickets  contact  Donna  at 
613-257-2714. 

MONTHLY  SHEEP  AND  GOAT  SALE  at  Camrose 
Auction  Market,  672-4496,  Camrose  at  3:00  P.M.  Look  for 
display  of  Lazy  'S'  Sheep  Supplies.  For  further  information 
contact  Camrose  Auction  at  672-4496. 

REGULAR  MONTHLY  MEETING  OF  MOUNTAIN 
VIEW  SHEEP  PRODUCERS  ASSOCIATION.  All 

sheep  producers  whether  long  time  or  new  welcome  to 
attend.  For  more  information  call  Joanne  at  224-3026  or 
Mike  at  224-3743. 


-7- 


May  4  TRI-COUNTY  SHEEP  PRODUCERS  ASSOCIATION 

REGULAR  MEETING.  Thorhild  Agri-Plex  (upstairs). 
7:30  P.M.  Contact  Pat  or  Doug  at  398-2305  or  Mike  at 
398-3993  for  further  information. 

May  19  NORTH  CENTRAL  SHEEP  SALES.    Fat  and  Feeder 

Lambs.  Edmonton  Public  Stockyards.  Deadline  for  sheep 
deliveries  at  all  sales  is  9:00  A.M.  All  sales  begin  at  1:30 
P.M.  For  additional  information  (sheep)  contact  Bruce 
McGhan,  R  R  #4,  Calmar,  TOC  OVO,  phone  985-3744  or 
John  Bolay  (goats),  R  R  #1,  Westlock,  TOG  2LO,  phone 
349-5203. 

May  28  MONTHLY  SHEEP  AND  GOAT  SALE  at  Camrose 

Auction  Market,  672-4496,  Camrose  at  3:00  P.M.  Look  for 
display  of  Lazy  'S'  Sheep  Supplies.  For  further  information 
contact  Camrose  Auction  at  672-4496. 


DIRECTOR  POSITION  -  ALBERTA  NORTH 


This  notice  is  to  advise  the  Shareholders  of  the  Canadian  Co-operative  Wool  Growers  Limited  that 
there  is  a  vacancy  for  the  position  of  Alberta  North  Director. 

Duties  include  attendance  at  local  and  annual  general  meetings  and  representing  the  interests 
of  shareholders  and  producers  of  our  national,  producer  owned  organization. 

If  you  are  interested  in  obtaining  a  nomination  ballot  for  this  two  year  term  position,  or  require 
further  information,  please  contact  the  undersigned. 


Donna  Zeman,  Executive  Director 
Canadian  Co-operative  Wool  Growers  Limited 
Box  310 

Carle  ton  Place,  Ontario 
K7C  3P3 

Telephone  613-257-2714 
Fax  613-257-8896 


Final  Report  '93  Alberta  Sheep  Breeders'  Association 

Blue  Tag  Program 
By  Kim  Stanford,  Alberta  Agriculture 


Participation  in  3-993 

A  total  of  10  Breeders  entered  260  lambs  from  29  sires  in  1993. 
Numbers  of  sires  and  lambs  tested  by  breed  are  shown  in  Table  1 . 
Seven  breeders  had  purebred  lambs  and  5  breeders  had  commercial 
lambs,  with  two  breeders  entering  both  purebred  and  commercial 
lambs . 

TABLE  1  -  #  OF  SIRES  AND  LAMBS  TESTED  BY  BREED 


SIRES 

IAMBS 

DORSET 

14 

108 

SUFFOLK 

9 

58 

CANADIAN  ARCOTT 

4 

39 

ROMANOV 

1 

49 

TEXEL-CROSS 

1 

6 

TOTAL 

29 

260 

Improvements  in     '93  Program 

One  of  the  biggest  improvements  in  '93  was  the  purchase  of  the 
scale  at  Canada  West.  This  allowed  a  more  accurate  calculation  of 
dressing  %.  In  '92  when  participants  weighed  their  lambs  at  home 
before  shipping,  dressing  %  ranged  from  39  to  64%,  with  the  lower 
end  of  the  scale  being  artificially  low  due  to  excessive  shrink. 
In  1993,  average  dressing  %  for  all  lambs  was  a  more  realistic 
47.5%,  with  a  range  of  42.5  to  51% 

Another  improvement  in  '93  was  the  collection  of  more  carcass  data, 
including  conformation  scores  for  the  leg,  back  and  shoulder  as 
well  as  calculation  of  saleable  meat  yield.  Conformation  scores 
are  based  on  a  5  point  scale,  with  1  being  rated  poor  and  5  rated 
excellent.  Average  values  for  all  Blue  Tag  lambs  were  77.59  %, 
3.23,  3.22,  and  3.31  for  saleable  meat  yield,  leg,  back  and 
shoulder  conformation  score,  respectively.  Breed  of  sire  was  the 
most  important  factor  influencing  conformation  score  and  saleable 
meat  yield,  but  within  breeds  there  were  significant  differences 
between  sires  for  back  and  shoulder  conformation  and  saleable  meat 
yield.  However,  within  breeds,  there  were  no  significant 
differences  in  leg  conformation  scores. 

The  Canada  West  index  value  was  also  calculated  to  identify  the 
rams  with  the  potential  for  earning  breeders  more  money  for  their 
market  lambs.  The  average  overall  index  for  all  Blue  Tag  lambs  was 
.9889,  with  a  range  from  0.4000  to  1.0466.  At  a  rail  grade  price 
of  $1.77,  the  average  lamb  entered  in  the  Blue  Tag  program  would 
return    $88.78.       Lambs    indexing    0.4000    would   return    $35.51  on 


average,  while  those  indexing  1.0466  would  return  $92.92.  The  most 
important  factor  determining  index  value  was  breed  of  sire,  but 
within  breeds  there  were  also  significant  differences  in  index 
value  between  sires. 

Ultrasound  data  (back  fat  depth,  ribeye  depth  and  ribeye  width  were 
also  collected  on  approximately  half  of  the  lambs  entered  in  the 
Blue  Tag  program.  Ultrasound  results  will  be  published  after 
completion  of  the  ultrasound  trial  in  May  of  1994. 

Results  of  1993  Blue  Tag  Program 

The  top  two  rams  from  each  breed  testing  at  least  2  rams  for 
conformation  scores,  saleable  meat  yield  and  Canada  West  index 
value  are  reported  in  Tables  2  through  5.  The  top  2  rams  for  leg 
conformation  score  for  each  breed  are  not  listed  as  there  were  no 
significant  differences  for  leg  conformation  score  within  breed. 
Tattoo  letters  for  identification  of  the  breeders  of  these  top  rams 
are  shown  if  they  were  known.  Current  owners  of  these  rams  are 
listed  and  can  be  contacted  for  additional  pedigree  information. 


1  dU  _L  t;    &  • 

J.  vJ  £J 

1 WU     Oil co 

By 

Breed  for  Back  Conformation  Score 

Average  Back  Score 

Owner 

LanaUlaJl 

3.55 

Kerry  Bendixen 

Canadian 

MRFA  51 2 Z 

3.40 

Medicine  Ridge  Arcotts 

Dorset 

183X 

3.79 

Fulton/Williams 

Dorset 

WIN  180X 

3.71 

John  &  Edith  Williams 

Suffolk 

BEN  5Z 

3.12 

John  &  Edith  Williams 

Suffolk 

26A 

3.  00 

Bill  Matejka 

Table  3: 

Top 

Two  Sires 

by 

Breed  for  Shoulder  Conformation  Score 

Breed 

Sire 

Avg.  Shoulder  Score 

Owner 

Canadian 

Hefty 

4  .00 

Kerry  Bendixen 

Canadian 

MRFA  512Z 

3.65 

Medicine  Ridge  Arcotts 

Dorset 

183X 

3  .88 

Fulton/Williams 

Dorset 

WIN  180X 

3  .71 

John  &  Edith  Williams 

Suffolk 

BEN  5Z 

3.31 

John  &  Edith  Williams 

Suffolk 

450 

3.00 

Bill  Matejka 

Table  4: 

Top 

Two  Sires 

by 

Breed  for  %  Saleable  Meat  Yield 

Breed 

Sire 

Average  %  Yield 

Owner 

Canadian 

Hefty 

78.08 

Kerry  Bendixen 

Canadian 

MRFA  512Z 

77.10 

Medicine  Ridge  Arcotts 

Dorset 

NEC  18B 

73.28 

John  &  Edith  Williams 

Dorset 

183X 

78.23 

Fulton/Williams 

Suffolk 

12B 

79.47 

Bill  Matejka 

Suffolk 

333A 

79.17 

Frank  D'Allaire 
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Table  5: 

Top  Two  Sires 

bv  Breed  for  Canada 

Breed 

Sire 

Average  Index 

Canad  i  an 

Hefty 

1.0132 

v.*.  CI  1  J  CI  C-4.  X  CI  i  X 

MRFA  51 2Z 

1 . 0127 

Dorset 

NEC  18B 

1.0206 

Dorset 

WIN  250A 

1.0148 

Suffolk 

26A 

1.0032 

Suffolk 

450 

1.0045 

Owner 

Kerry  Bendixen 
Medicine  Ridge  Arcotts 
John  &  Edith  Williams 
Windhover  Farm 
Bill  Matejka 
Bill  Matejka 

Breed  of  sire  had  a  marked  effect  on  the  carcass  quality  parameters 
measured,  especially  when  purebred  Romanov  lambs  were  compared  to 
lambs  of  other  breeds.  However,  two  of  the  participating  breeders 
tested  crossbred  Romanov  lambs  (Dorset  and  Suffolk  crosses).  These 
crossbred  Romanov  lambs  did  not  differ  significantly  in  carcass 
quality  from  lambs  of  other  breeds.  There  were  also  no  significant 
differences  in  carcass  quality  between  breed  of  sire  (Dorset  vs 
Suffolk)  in  these  crossbred  Romanov  lambs.  Carcass  quality  data 
from  purebred  and  crossbred  Romanov  lambs  are  shown  in  Table  6. 


Table  6 


Carcass  Data  from  Purebred  and  Crossbred  Romanovs 


Carcass  Trait 


PB  Romanov 


X-bred  Romanov   All  other  Lambs 


CWFC  index  0.7526 
Leg  Conformation  2.51 
Back  Conformation  2.19 
Shoulder  Conform.  2.23 

Saleable  Yield  %  78.17 


1.0074 
3.00 
3.00 
3.16 
77.16 


0.9889 
3.23 
3.22 
3.31 
77.59 


Conclusions 

Judging  from  their  repeated  placings  in  the  top  two  for  their 
breed,  there  are  some  very  good  carcass  sires  already  present  in 
the  Alberta  flock.  Using  these  "top"  sires  and  improved  sires  to 
be  identified  in  the  future  using  tools  such  as  the  Blue  Tag 
program,  the  Alberta  Sheep  industry  can  become  synonymous  with 
"SUPERIOR  CARCASS  QUALITY".  Applications  for  the  '94  Blue  Tag 
program  will  be  published  in  future  issues  of  Sheep  Footnotes. 
Stay  tuned. 

Many  thanks  and  a  big  pat  on  the  back  are  due  to  Edith  Williams, 
out-going  Alberta  Sheep  Breeders'  director  in  charge  of  the  Blue 
Tag  program.  Without  Edith's  support  and  hard  work,  the  Blue  Tag 
program  would  have  never  got  off  the  ground.  Thanks  again, 
indispensable  Edith.  Ian  Clark,  the  new  ASBA  director  in  charge  of 
the  program  has  some  pretty  big  shoes  to  fill. 
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CanacHan  Co-optuAiive  Wool  Growers 


I  iMiifd 


91ft  -  1st  AVENUE  SOUTH 
LETHBRIDGE,  AI.RF.HTA.T1J  0A9 
TELEPHONE-  (4031  327-3760 


Fax.£  380  6982 


BRANCHES  &  ASSOCIATIONS 
ACROSS  CANADA 


TO  ALL  WOOL  PRODUCERS: 

Poly  is  a  four-letter  word  or  in  other  words  Polypropylene  string.    We  recently 
(December  15,  1993)  received  the  following  letter  from  one  of  our  customers. 

Mr.  Eric  Bjergso 

Canadian  Co-operative  Wool 

P.O.  Box  130 

Carleton  Place,  Ontario  K73  3P3 


We  have  just  finished  our  combing  order  #402,  which  was  a  60/58's  territory  blend,  and 
found  it  to  contain  an  excessive  amount  of  Polypropylene  Contamination. 

Our  purchase  (P5403)  from  you  was  involved  in  this  contamination  problem.  I  have 
attached  examples  that  were  found  during  sorting,  so  that  you  can  research  the  bale 
numbers  and  see  if  you  can  determine  from  what  grower  or  area  this  was  purchased. 

There  were  other  wools  from  the  USA  involved  in  this  particular  blend,  but  the  sad  reality 
is  that  no  matter  whose  wool  was  involved,  if  contamination  to  this  degree  continues,  our 
management  will  say,  "forget  the  Domestic,  switch  to  Australian". 

I  was  surprised  that  your  wool,  which  was  untied  and  graded,  still  contained  such  large 
pieces  of  orange  Polypropylene.  This  reinforces  the  idea  that  wools  need  to  be  prepared 
better  at  the  farm/ranch,  if  for  no  other  reason  that  just  Polypropylene  Contamination. 

I  know  you  realize  the  urgency  of  this  problem  and  the  detrimental  affect  this  problem 
would  cast  on  your  Growers  sale  of  their  wool  in  the  future,  but  if  Growers  don't  wake  up 
and  try  to  help  control  Poly  Contamination,  they  will  soon  find  themselves  without  an 
outlet  for  their  wool. 

I  greatly  appreciate  your  help  with  this  problem. 


Dear  Eric: 


As  you  can  see  from  the  above  letter,  this  is  a  very  serious  problem  and  if  not 
addressed  and  taken  seriously  we  will  very  quickly  find  ourselves  with  no  market  at  all  to 
sell  to  as  our  customer  will  simply  buy  elsewhere. 


Where  does  this  polypropylene  come  from  ? 


1 

7 . 

Hay  baling  twine 

2. 

Poly  tarps  &  carpet 

3. 

Feed  bags 

4. 

Processed  feeds 

5. 

Temporary  repairs  to  fences 

6. 

Improper  disposal  and  left  lying  in  the  field. 

What 

can  we  do  to  avoid  that  four  letter  word? 

1. 

Keep  belly  wool  separate  to  help  restrict  contamination 

2. 

Remove  twine  before  grinding  feed 

3. 

Pick  up  and  dispose  of  poly  twine  in  an  environmentally 

sound  matter 

4. 

Do  not  use  poly  twine  for  repairs 

5. 

Do  not  use  poly  tarps/carpets  near  shearing 

6. 

Do  not  pack  wool  in  poly  feed  sacks,  pick  up  old  sacks 

and  dispose  of  properly 

7. 

Use  only  new  &  approved  wool  sacks  and  do  not  fasten  with 

poly  twine  (for  the  odd  fleece  plastic  garbage  bags  are  ok). 

Polypropylene  contamination  is  an  industry-wide  problem,  whether  your  operation  is  large 
or  small.  Wool  contamination  affects  everyone  from  the  largest  spinner  to  the  smallest 
hand  spinner. 

If  this  poly  contamination  problem  is  not  addressed  and  continues  to  be  the  huge 
problem  it  is  today,  within  a  couple  of  years  our  wool  will  be  bypassed  by  most  of  the 
mills  in  the  world.  Mills  can  not  stand  the  extreme  expense  of  removal  and  waste  of 
cloth.  Wool  must  be  properly  prepared. 

If  you  choose  to  ignore  the  problems  (be  you  a  large  or  small  producer),  you  not 
only  jeopardise  your  wool  but  every  producer  in  Canada  who  cannot  find  a  market  for  his 
wool. 

We  fully  realise  wool  prices  are  not  very  good  at  the  moment  but  one  day  prices 
will  improve  and  we  want  to  be  in  a  position  to  have  buyers  keen  to  buy  our  wool  when 
the  time  comes. 

Please  take  full  note  of  this  notice  and  eliminate  this  dreadful  FOUR  LETTER 
WORD. 

Yours  sincerely, 


Tony  Haley 
Wool  Manager 
Lethbridge 


The  Classifieds 


FOR  SALE  -  SHEEP 

RECENTLY  ESTABLISHED  in  the  Rimbey  area 
registered  Clun  Forest  sheep;  an  exceptionally  strong 
maternal  breed  known  for  lambing  ease,  longevity  and 
performance.  This  flock  is  maintained  and  lean  lamb 
produced  on  a  minimum  of  inputs.  Flock  health  is 
achieved  through  vaccination,  deworming,  regular 
testing  for  OPP  and  inspection.  Visitors  and  inquiries 
are  welcome  by  contacting  Deena  Meadors,  Biuffton, 
843-4093  (2) 


50  BRED  ewes  -  Suffolk  crosses.  $100  each.  Suffolk 
ram  -  $150  OBO.  Joanne,  Olds,  556-3429  (2) 


RIDEAU  ARCOTT  dispersal.  18  registered  ewes. 
Start  lambing  Feb  20.  Also  2  registered  rams.  Mike, 
Rolling  Hills,  964-3917  (2) 


31  SUFFOLK  dam/Romanov  sire  ewe  lambs  bred 
Dorset  (polled),  from  registered  purebred  stock. 
Closed  herd.  9  months  old.  Due  to  lamb  late 
April/early  May.  All  vaccinations  &  hoof  trimmed. 
Excellent  commercial  stock.  Arnold,  Drayton  Valley, 
542-7916  (2) 


TIRED  OF  paying  to  have  the  Woolgrowers  take  your 
wool?  If  interest  in  colored  sheep  -  offering  a  select 
group  of  Karackul  cross  ewe  lambs.  These  will 
produce  50-75%  colored  lambs  depending  upon  ram. 
Also  mixed  Dorset  &  Suffolk  ewes.  Over  200% 
lambing  rate.  Will  trade.  Paul,  High  Prairie, 
523-2473  (2) 


150  PUREBRED  &  crossbred  Suffolk  ewes.  Bred  or 
unbred.  Neil,  Rocky  Mtn  House,  729-3827  (3) 


228  SUFFOLK  cross  ewes  &  rams.   Lambing  in  last 
week  of  April.  Raymond  or  Ruby,  Ardmore, 
525-2189  (3) 


1  -  4  YR  old  registered  Romanov  ram  &  1  -  2  yr  old 
Cheviot  ram.  John  or  Marie,  Sterling, 
756-2160  (3) 


FLOCK  DISPERSAL  -  180  crossbred  ewes  bred 
Suffolk,  due  to  lamb  Mar  15.  No  culls.  $100/head. 
Prefer  to  sell  flock.  Jennifer  or  Matt,  878-3359,  Hay 
Lakes  (Between  7-9  PM)  (3) 

FOR  SALE  -  GOATS 

2  BRED  Saanen  does,  2  young  Saanen  does  born  in 
1993.  2  young  Sannen  bucks.  All  are  tame,  healthy  & 
papered.  1  young  Saanen  buck  -  no  papers.  Erika, 
home,  Carstairs,  337-2496  or  work,  Olds,  556-2299  (2) 


FOR  SALE  -  DOGS 

STOCKDOGS  -  CUSTOM  training,  purchasing  or 
selling,  assessments,  clinics,  lessons  or  advice.  Call 
Stuart,  Westerose,  586-2747  (2) 


REGISTERED  BORDER  Collie,  2  yrs  old,  very  good 
with  cattle  &  sheep.    Gary,  Kelowna,  B.C. 
604-762-2610  (2) 


GREAT  PYRENEES  puppies,  8  weeks  old.  Ready  to 
go  end  of  Jan  '94.  Good  guard  dog.  Gadsby  Colony, 
Stettler,  574-2402  (2) 

REGISTERED  BORDER  Collie  pups.  Born  Dec  6/93. 
Ready  Feb  '94.    Sire  &  grandparents  have  been 
trained  successfully.  $200.00.  Marty,  High  River, 
395-2114  (2) 


KOMMONDOR/PYRENEES  pups. 
15.  Bob,  Warburg,  848-2691 


Ready  to  go  Jan 

(2) 


REGISTERED  BORDER  Collie  puppies  from  working 
parents.  Imported  bloodlines,  quiet  dispositions.  $250 
each.  Also  have  purebred  Italian  Maremma  puppies. 
Make  excellent  guardians  for  home  or  livestock  -  put 
an  end  to  coyote  problems!  Ready  to  go  Jan  14  - 
$400  each.  Delivery  available.  Georgia,  Parson,  B.C., 
604-348-2200  (2) 


MAREMMA  PUPPIES.  Have  been  raised  with  lambing 
ewes.  Excellent  working  parents.  Ready  Feb  1st. 
Curtis  Culp,  Dunster,  B.C.,  604-968-4309  (3) 

GREAT  PYRENEES  pups.  3  left.  Started  with 
livestock.  Cathy,  Okotoks,  938-4227  (3) 


BORDER  COLLIE  pups.  Black  &  whites  &  red  & 
whites.  First  shots  &  dewormed.  Also  started  dogs. 
Dorris,  Hay  Lakes,  878-3590  (3) 

BORDER  COLLIE  pups  ABCA  registered.  Ready  late 
February.  Both  parents  very  keen  workers  &  can  be 
seen  working.  Video  tape  available.  Dam  "Del'mar 
Jane".  Sire  "Jim"  son  of  dual  Supreme  &  Scottish 
National  Champ  "Wish".  Parents  eye  test  normal. 
$400  included  1  st  two  shots  &  eye  test  for  CEA.  Dave 
Ellison,  Kamloops,  604-828-2390  (evenings)  (3) 


AT  STUD  -  ISDS  Imp  "Glen"  -  Agribition  high  seller,  a 
powerful,  classy  worker  from  England's  Longton  family 
-  9  different  championships  in  first  3  generations. 
Contact  owner  Terry  Knodel,  Schuler,  839-2341  or 
handler  Dale  Montgomery,  Maple  Creek,  SK, 
306-662-3667  (3) 
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DO  YOU  have  a  coyote,  wolf,  cougar  or  bear  problem'? 
Guardian  dogs  are  the  only  animals  in  the  world  with 
thousand  of  years  of  instinct  to  protect  livestock.  Other 
animals  protect  themselves  &  may  or  may  not  chase 
predators  away  from  the  livestock.  The  truly  amazing 
guaradian  dogs  do  protect  the  livestock.  Call  for 
prices,  breeds  or  other  information.  Also  have  Border 
Collie  pups,  started  &  trained  dogs.  Top  imported 
lines.  Every  sale  guaranteed  to  suit  the  purchaser. 
Ron,  Sundre,  638-2836  (3) 


FOR  SALE  -  MISCELLANEOUS 

YOUNG  JACKLING  standard-size.  Raised  with  both 
sheep  &  cattle.  Very  socialized.  Ideal  for  people  with 
young  children.  Paul,  High  Prairie,  523-2473  (2) 


WILL  TRADE  purebred  yearling  Suffolk  ram  born  Jan 
24/93.  Twin.  FOR  good  Suffolk/Dorset  ram  lamb. 
Twin  &  fall  born.  Ted,  Bashaw,  788-2411  (3) 


STOMP  COYOTE  problems  with  a  guard  donkey.  2  yr 
old  jenny,  3  yr  old  gelding  -  both  have  been  with  sheep 
for  over  a  year.  These  donkeys  are  ready  to  work.  1 
yearling  gelding  &  1  weanling  gelding,  purchased  now 
&  introduced  to  your  farm  &  flock,  they'd  be  ready  for 
pasture  guarding  come  summer.  Also  one  2  yr  old 
gelding  donkey  for  cattle  guard.  Visitors  always 
welcome.  Elsie  Mackay,  Mannville,  763-3749  (2) 

PENNIES  &  Minutes  Cookbook.  A  sheep  farming 
family  puts  together  a  comprehensive  130  page  book 
of  recipes  that  farm  families  can  live  with.  If  you  are 
short  on  time  &  short  on  cash,  but  big^  on  appetite,  then 
this  book  is  for  you.  Box  459,  Maple  Creek, 
Saskatchewan  SON  1N0.  $9.95  +  $4.50  postage  & 
handling  (all  taxes  included)  or  go  together  with  a 
friend  and  buy  2  for  $25.00  total.  Call  Lucy  at  306- 
662-3190  for  more  information.  (2) 

NEW  VIDEO  -  Lamb  Survival  by  David  C.  Henderson 
author  of  The  Veterinary  Book  for  Sheep  Farmers  -  84 
minutes  long.  It  was  filmed  over  two  years  in  southern 
Scotland  in  both  low  &  hill  country  sheep  operations  & 
just  recently  released.  $44.95.  Cee-Der  Sheep 
Products,  Box  2404,  Canmore,  Alta,  TOL  OMO, 
678-2220  (3) 

ROUND  BALE  feeder,  3/4"  square  tubing  feeds  12  to 
16  sheep  at  a  time.  One  person  setup.  Controlled 
feed  access  with  movable  pins.  Kit  to  weld  $190  + 
shipping.  Assembled  $250  +  shipping.  Antoine, 
Strathmore,  533-2150  or  560-3666  (3) 


FOR  SALE  OR  TRADE 

ONE  -  1993  fall  7/8  Romanov  ram  lamb.  TRADE  for 
Columbia  ewe  or  sell  for  $95.00.  Elsie,  Mannville, 
763-3749  (2) 


1  -  4  yr  old  purebred  Suffolk  ram  -  $100  or  TRADE  for 
Dorset  ram.  Wade,  Entwistle,  727-2004  (3) 


JOHN  DEERE  R  tractor  with  loader.  Loader  for  a 
smaller  tractor.  Also  16' wren  pull-type  swather.  Hay 
conditioner  that  will  fit  an  IHC  4000  or  230  swather. 
New  set  of  rails  for  a  D6  cab.  FOR  sheep  or  possibly 
share-purchase  basis.  Keith,  Peace  River, 
971-2350  (3) 


SHEARER  AVAILABLE 

SHEARER    AVAILABLE    for    both    Alberta  and 
Saskatchewan.  Wool  bags  &  hydraulic  wo  1 1  packer 
provided.  Kendell  Smith,  Lloydminster,  SK 
306-825-3700  (2) 

SHEARER  AVAILABLE.  From  $1.75/head.  Noel 
Downham,  Vilna,  636-2229  (evenings  or  early 
mornings)  (2) 

SHEARER  AVAILABLE,  south  central  Alberta.  Book 
now  for  the  new  year.  Nick,  Crossfield, 
946-5290  (2) 

SHEARER  AVAILABLE,  Edmonton  area,  Philip 
Spence,  437-5889  (3) 

SHEARER  AVAILABLE.  Will  do  sheep  or  goats. 
Brian,  Breton,  696-3605  (3) 


WANTED  -  SHEEP 

FEEDER  LAMBS,  cull  ewes  &  breeding  ewes.  John, 
Westlock,  349-5203  (No  Sunday  calls  please)  (2) 

NORTH  COUNTRY  Cheviot  ewes  &  Lincoln  ewes.  Ed, 
Camrose,  672-6026  (3) 


WANTED  -  MISCELLANEOUS 

SHEEP  AIR  hoof  trimmers.  Must  be  in  good  to 
excellent  condition.  Cheryl,  Conquest,  Saskatchewan, 
306-856-4414  (After  9  PM)  (2) 


SOCK  KNITTING  MACHINE,  Marilyn,  Carstairs, 
337-3956  (3) 


GRAIN  HARVESTOR  cook  wagon,  lambing  or  sheep 
herder  wagon.  Any  condition.  Curtis  Culp,  Dunster, 
B.C.,  604-968-4309  (3) 


HELP  WANTED 

EXPERIENCED  PERSON  to  help  with  Feb,  March 
lambing.  Amy  or  Wayne,  Mannville,  763-3510  (2) 


LOST 

13  MONTH  old  white  (with  dark  markings  on  ears) 
female  Great  Pyrenees.  Answers  to  Maggie.  Initially 
shy  towards  strangers.  Tattoo  #  RGT  4A.  Last  seen 
A.M.  December  3/93  at  home  (Elnora,  Pinelake  area) 
wearing  white  braided  choke  chain.  Reward  offered! 
If  any  information  please  contact  Jim  or  Milly  at 
773-2136  (3) 


SERVICES  AVAILABLE 

STOCK  DOG  clinics,  lessons  &  demonstrations.  Ron, 
Sundre,  638-2836  (2) 


CUSTOM  WOOLEN  Mills  -  Processing  Sale  -  February 
&  March.  Batts,  comforters,  mattress  pads,  sleeping 
bags,  carded  wools,  yarns,  work  socks.  Full  details, 
Custom  Woolen  Mills,  R  R  #1,  Carstairs,  TOM  ONO, 
telephone/fax  403-337-2221  (2) 

SERVING  SHEEP  &  goat  producers  -  Sunbeam  and 
Lister  shearing  equipment  and  repairs,  livestock 
medicines,  lambing  and  kidding  supplies,  instruments 
and  equipment,  dairy  and  cheese  making  equipment, 
books  and  gifts,  show  equipment  and  supplies  and 
electric  fencing  equipment.  Cee-Der  Sheep  Products, 
Box  2404,  Canmore,  T0L  0M0,  phone  678-2220  (2) 


BOAR  GOAT  buck  'Pioneer'  available  for  stud  service 
to  selected  does.  Boar  goats  are  the  new  meaty  goats 
of  the  future  from  south  Africa.  Pioneer  is  one  of  the 
first  7  boar  bucks  in  Canada.  Jim,  Onoway, 
967-4453  (3) 


QUACKGRASS  CUSTOM  Wool  Mill  starting  in  April 
1994.  Quackgrass  Wool  Mill  will  begin  operations  in 
the  County  of  Camrose.  We  will  be  washing  &  carding 
wool.  The  wool  can  be  carded  into  batts  (72"  long)  or 
roves.  Bookings  can  be  made  by  calling  Colleen  at 
672-6688  (3) 


GRADING  &  marketing  of  all  grades  of  Canadian  wool 
to  world  markets.  Sheep  &  goat  supplies.  Free 
catalogue.  We  offer  prompt  service  &  very  competitive 
prices.  Quantity  discounts  available.  Canadian 
Cooperative  Wool  Growers  Limited,  918  -  1st  Avenue 
South,  Lethbridge,  Alberta  T1 J  0A9,  phone  327-3760, 
fax  380-6982,  order  desk  1  -800-567-3693.  Same  day 
shipment  by  mail,  bus  or  courier.  Contact  us  for  the 
wool  depot  in  your  area  and  wool  market  prices.  Wool 
advance  payments  upon  delivery.  "Serving  Canada's 
Sheep  Producers  -  Our  Business  is  Wool".  Please 
note  -  Farmers  Feed  &  Supply  Ltd.,  4916  -50th  Street, 
Stony  Plain,  963-9931 ,  Mon-Fri  8  AM-6  PM,  Sat  8  AM- 
5PM.  The  above  firm  will  receive  wool  on  behalf  of 
CCWG  between  the  times  stated  above.  They  also 
carry  a  stock  of  wool  sacks,  Lama  milk  replacer  and 
Weatherguard  sheep  mineral  plus  various  other  sheep 
feeds.  (3) 


EDITOR'S  NOTE 


Classified  Ads  and  Coming  Events  may  be  placed  in  Sheep  Tootnotes  free-of -charge  by  contacting: 


Hie  deadline  for  Classified  Ads  and  Coming  Events  is  the  24th  day  of  the  month  prior 
to  the  month  of  publication. 


Coming  Events  will  be  run  every  month  from  when  they  are  placed  until  the  event.  Please  Note: 
Events  should  be  placed  in  Coming  Events  at  least  6  weeks  in  advance  in  order  to  ensure  their 
publication  before  they  occur. 


Classified  Ads  will  run  initially  for  two  months,  unless  cancelled  after  the  first  month. 
After  the  first  two  months,  ads  may  be  renewed  each  month  by  contacting  Janet  Smalley 
at  427-5083.  Ads  must  not  exceed  two  column  inches  in  length  or  they  ivill  be  edited. 
All  ads  must  be  submitted  with  a  name,  an  address  and  a  phone  number  or  they  will 
not  be  run.  Sheep  Footnotes  reserves  the  right  to  restrict  the  length,  content  and  run  of 
any  Classified  Ad. 


Material  in  Sheep  Footnotes  may  be  reprinted  in  other  publications,  but  source  must  be  stated 
and  content  of  articles  may  not  be  changed  without  authors'  permission. 


Janet  Smalley 
Cattle  &  Sheep  Branch 
#204,  7000  -113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T6H  5T6 


Terry  Sheen 
Field  Services 
Bag  3014 

Lethbridge,  Alberta 
Til  4C7 


Ph:  (403)  427-5083 
FAX  (403)  427-1057 


Ph:  (403)  381-5106 
FAX  (403)  382-4526 
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NEW  APPROACH  NEEDED  FOR  INCREASED 
SPURGE  GRAZING  BY  SHEEP 

A  n  Spurge  and  Sheep  "  conference 
was  held  recently  in  Lethbridge.  The 
meeting  was  attended  by  many 
stakeholders  involved  with  Leafy 
Spurge  control.  Including  government 
officials  from  Alberta  Agriculture, 
Agriculture  Canada  and  Ag.  Fieldmen 
from  various  MD'S.  Also  present  were 
sheep  producers,  landowners  and  ASWC 
directors  who  had  an  interest  in  the 
St.  Marys  River  project.  That 
ongoing  project  involves  using  1,200 
sheep  to  control  leafy  spurge  by 
controlled  grazing.  Leafy  spurge  is 
an  aggressive  noxious  weed  which 
will  take  over  pasture  from  native 
vegetation.  Cattle  and  horses  will 
not  eat  spurge  however  sheep  when 
accustomed  to  the  plant  will  readily 
consume  spurge. 

There  was  a  general  consensus  that 
in  most  cases  sheep  were  preferred 
for  spurge  control  especially  along 
watercourses.  Present  chemical 
control  is  both  costly  and  not 
completely  effective.  However  in 
order  for  sheep  grazing  to  expand  it 
requires  a  long  term  commitment  from 
all  stakeholders  and  jurisdictions 
-  not  an  easy  task  with  three  levels 
of  government  involved. 


It  was  also  noted  that  sheep 
producers  needed  a  financial 
incentive  as  BC  forestry  projects 
competed  for  available  sheep.  It  was 
generally  agreed  that  10,000  sheep 
could  be  used  to  control  the  spread 
of  leafy  spurge  in  the  Southern 
Alberta  area.  The  meeting 
participants  made  a  number  of 
recommendations  to  pursue  the 
increased  use  of  sheep  grazing  to 
control  the  spread  of  leafy  spurge. 
The  ASWC  was  requested  to  discuss 
the  topic  at  upcoming  meetings  with 
government  Ministers  and  their 
senior  officials. 


DRY  EWES  NEEDED  FOR  PROJECT 1 

You  may  not  be  aware  of  a  grazing 
opportunity  that  exists  for  your  dry 
ewes  this  summer.  If  you  live  in  the 
southern  Alberta  area  especially  in 
the  southwest  corner  a  grazing 
project  can  take  your  ewes  from 
about  May  15th  to  August  3  0th.  Upto 
1,500  sheep  are  needed  to  graze 
leafy  spurge  along  the  banks  of  the 
St  Marys  river.  Call  Lorne  McCabe  at 
38i  -  4603  if  you  are  interested  in 
summer  pasture  for  your  dry  ewes. 


The  views  and  news  presented  in  this  newsletter  are  those  of  the  Alberta  Sheep  and  Wool 
Commission  and  do  not  in  any  way  reflect  those  of  Alberta  Agriculture,  which  kindly 
distributes  our  Newsletter  for  us.  The  articles  are  written  by  Will  Verboven,  Commission 
manager.  Any  Bouquets  or  Brickbats  should  be  sent  or  faxed  (275-8009)  to: 


THE  ALBERTA  SHEEP  and  WOOL  COMMISSION 
#212   -  6715  8th  STREET  NE,   CALGARY,   ALBERTA     T2E  7H7 
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ZONE  j   1   -  NANTON / PINCHER  CREEK / CARDSTON /MAGRATH / FORT  MACLEOD 

STEN  LUNDBERG,      ASWC  CHAIRMAN  PHONE   &   FAX:      646   -  5465 

BOX  626 

NANTON,    ALBERTA     TOL  1R0 


ZONE  j   3   -  OLDS/CALGARY/HIGH  RIVER/ VULCAN / BROOKS / DRUMHELLER 

PAT  BAROTT,      ASWC  VICE  CHAIRMAN  PHONE   &   FAX:      599   -  2141 

BOX  937 

VULCAN,   ALBERTA     TOL  2B0 


ZONE  #  5   -  WAINWRIGHT/VEGREVILLE/ST  PAUL/COLD  LAKE / LLOYDMINSTER 

LOIS  GEORGE,  PROMOTION  COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN  PHONE  &  FAX:  847  -  2371 
BOX  508 

MARWAYNE,    ALBERTA     TOB  2X0 


ZONE  #  7   -  HIGH  LEVEL/GRANDE  PRAIRIE/ VALLEYVIEW/ HIGH  PRAIRIE 

MORAG  OTHEN,  PRODUCTION  COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN  PHONE:  864  -  2466 
BOX  1,    SITE  8,   RR#1  FAX:    864   -  2055 

SPIRIT  RIVER,   ALBERTA     TOH  3G0 


ZONE  #   2    -  LETHBRIDGE /MEDICINE  HAT /MANYBERRIES /MILK  RIVER 

GEORGE  CHRONIK,  BUDGET  &  FINANCE  COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN  PHONE  &  FAX:  732  -  4831 
BOX  513 

PICTURE  BUTTE,   ALBERTA     TOK  1V0 


ZONE  j   6   -  THORHILD/ EDMONTON /DRAYTON  VALLEY /WHITECOURT 

DOUG  LAURIE,      POLICY  COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN  PHONE  &  FAX:    963   -  6711 

BOX  13,   SITE  10,  RR#4 

STONY  PLAIN,   ALBERTA     TOE  2G0 


ZONE  j   4   -  WETASKIWIN/RED  DEER/CORONATION/ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  HOUSE 


GORDON  FULTON 

BOX   1,    SITE  9,  RR#1 

BOWDEN,    ALBERTA     TOM  0K0 
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NEWS  AND  VIEWS 


SHEEP  INDUSTRY  PUBLICATIONS,  INFORMATION 

AND  PROMOTIONAL  ITEMS 


PUBLICATIONS  AND  INFORMATION 

Highlights  of  Sheep  History 


in  the  Canadian  West 

By  Grant  MacEwen 

Soft  Cover    $15.00 

Hard  Cover  $30.00 

Sheep  Ranches  of  Western 
Canada   (1920)   Historic  Map 

14"  by  24"  $5.00 

Alberta  Sheep  Breeds 

Full  Colour  Poster 

English  or  Spanish   $5.00 

Thinking  About  Putting  your 


Sheep  on  a  Forestry  Sheep 
Grazing  Project 
Brochure 

Alberta  Sheep  Producers  Free 
All  Others  $5.00 

Aljberta  Slaughter  Lamb,  Feeder 
Lamb  and  Wool  Marketing  Manual 

Alberta  Sheep  Producers  Free 
All  Others   $5.00 

Prices  include  GST,  postage 
and  handling. 


PROMOTIONAL  ITEMS 

Ceramic  Coffee  Mugs   $5.00 

White  Caps  with  Crest . . . . $9 . 00 

Fridge  Magnets  $1.50 

White  Aprons  with  Crest. $15. 00 

Lapel  Pins    $4.00 

Stickers  with  Crest .. $5 . 00/ 100 
Dinner  Napkins     "...  $5.00/100 

All  of  these  items  feature  our 
coloured  "Canadian  Fresh  Lamb" 
Alberta  Made  logo. 

Prices  include  GST,  Postage 


ORDER  FORM 

Please  Ship  the  Followimg  items 

Name :  

Address :  


Postal  Code: 
Phone:  


Item 

No 

Price 

Total 

Total  Amount  Enclosed  $ 


Mail  Order  Form  To: 

ALBERTA  SHEEP   &  WOOL  COMMISSION 

#212   -  6715  8TH.    STREET  N.E. 
CALGARY,    ALBERTA  T2E  7H7 

PHONE:    295-1988       FAX:  275-8009 


National  Library  of  Canada 
Bfbhotheque  nationale  du  Canada 

in  ii  n  ii  inn  ii 

3  3286  50460  3537 
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Lambs 


Commentary 

The  U.S.  sheep  flock  is  being  liquidated.  The 
liquidation  is  occurring  in  order  to  bring  flock 
size  more  in  line  with  the  new  realities  of  no  wool 
subsidies  and  increasing  pressures  on  western 
range  land.  This  trend  was  confirmed  when  the 
USDA  released  its  estimates  of  sheep  and  lamb 
inventories  in  the  U.S.  as  of  July  1.  For  the  first 
time  in  recent  history,  total  sheep  and  lamb 
inventories  in  the  U.S.  dropped  below  the  10 
million  head  level  to  9.1  million  head,  a  reduction 
of  nine  per  cent  from  last  year  (See  graph). 

The  nine  per  cent  reduction  in  total  herd  size,  as 
large  as  it  is,  actually  understates  the  pace  of 
down-sizing  of  the  American  sheep  flock.  The 
category  "stock  sheep",  which  excludes  feedlot 
inventories,  saw  a  decline  of  1 1  per  cent.  But  by 
far  the  largest  decline  was  in  the  ewe  lambs, 
which  saw  a  21  per  cent  decline  in  numbers. 
Ewes  one  year  and  older  saw  a  10  per  cent 
decline,  as  a  large  portion  of  the  U.S.  ewe  flock 
was  sold,  placed  on  trucks,  and  shipped  to 
Mexico  in  1993. 

The  major  down-sizing  of  the  U.S.  sheep  flock 
has  also  had  an  impact  on  current  markets,  as  the 
latest  USDA  numbers  reveal.  American  producers 
kept  only  109,000  ewe  lambs  for  herd 
replacement  in  1993,  compared  to  870,000 


U.S.  Total  Sheep  Inventory  Jan.  1 


Millions  of  Head 


1976    1978    1980    1982    1984    1986    1988    1990    1992  1994 

Socrc*  USOA 


retained  during  1992.  The  "surplus"  replacement 
animals  have  entered  the  commercial  production 
stream,  increasing  lamb  supplies.  Compared  to 
the  large  declines  in  other  categories,  feedlot  lamb 
inventories  were  down  a  modest  two  per  cent 
from  January  1,  1993.  Thus,  according  to  the 
USDA,  the  ongoing  liquidation  of  the  U.S.  sheep 
flock  could  result  in  1994  lamb  production 
increasing  slightly  compared  to  1993. 

Outlook 

I  -  Long-Term 

The  U.S.  sheep  industry  is  not  going  through  a 
normal  cyclical  downturn.  Flocks  are  being  sold 
off  wholesale  in  attempt  to  adjust  to  new 
economic  realities.  Any  herds  of  primarily  wool 
breeds  will  not  survive  past  1995.  By  1996,  the 
U.S.  industry  will  be  geared  totally  for  lamb 
production,  as  the  Canadian  industry  has  been  for 
many  years.  Relative  to  population,  the  U.S. 
sheep  flock  will  probably  end  up  similar  in  size  to 
the  Canadian  flock.  This  would  translate  into  a 
U.S.  total  sheep  inventory  of  about  seven  million 
head,  a  further  20  per  cent  decline  from  January 
1,  1994  levels. 

Canadian  producers  should  benefit  from 
reasonably  strong  lamb  markets  in  the  mid- 
1990 's,  although  prices  could  be  volatile. 

II  -  Short-Term 

The  Eastern  seaboard  is  a  key  lamb  consuming 
region.  The  severe  winter  weather  in  the  eastern 
U.S.  in  January  and  February  appears  to  have 
been  very  negative  to  wholesale  lamb  prices. 
California,  another  important  lamb  consuming 
region,  was  impacted  by  earthquakes.  Ample 
short-term  supplies  of  feedlot  lambs,  brought 
about  in  part  by  the  herd  liquidation,  have  also 
been  negative  to  prices. 

As  of  mid-February,  U.S.  wholesale  and  producer 
prices  appeared  to  finally  be  on  an  uptrend,  on 
seasonally  tighter  supplies.  Canadian  prices  will 
eventually  follow  suit.  Overall,  1994  slaughter 
lamb  price  levels  could  be  similar  to  1993  levels, 
rather  than  substantially  higher  as  was  earlier 
anticipated. 


Ron  Gietz 
February  23,  1994 
(403)  427-5376 
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REPRESENTATIVE  LIVE  SALES 


TYPE  OF 

TYPE 

PRICE 

AREA 
WEST 

SHEEP 

OF  SALE 

HEAD 

LBS. 

WEIGHING  CONDITIONS 

(J/CWT.) 

Arizona 

SI.  Lambs 

Direct 

2.400 

130-135 

Choice,  YG  1-3,  Fall  shorrv#2  pelt,  off  of  pasture 

58.00 

California 

SI.  Lambs 

Direct 

21.780 

120-135 

Choice,  YG  1-3,  Fall  shorn-#2  pelt,  30-cent  slide  over 

base  57-58.00 

California 

SI.  Lambs 

Direct 

2.420  . 

135-145 

Choice,  YG  1-3,  Fall  shorn-#2  pelt,  30-cent  slide  over 

base  52-56.50 

MOUNTAIN 

Idaho 

SI.  Lambs 

Direct 

400 

130 

Choice  YG  2-3.  wooled,  30-cent  slide  above  base  we 

ght  55.00 

Monona 

SI.  Lambs 

Direct 

1.500 

1 10-120 

Choice  few  prime,  YG  2-3.  shorn 

63.50 

Utah 

SI.  Lambs 

Direct 

400 

135 

Choice  YG  2-3.  wooled,  4%  shrink 

54  00 

Wyoming 

SI.  Lambs 

Direct 

1.400 

130-140 

Choice  few  prime,  YG  2-3,  #2  pelts,  4%  shrink 

60.00 

Colorado 

Feeders 

Direct 

400 

125-130 

Medium  &  large  frame  #  1  -2  wooled.  FOB,  overnight  stand         51 .00 

S.  Dakota 

Feeders 

Direct 

2.200 

1 00-1 10 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2  wooled.  FOB.  overnight  stand  64-66.00 

Wyoming 

Feeders 

Direct 

3.600 

100- 1 10 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2  wooled.  FOB.  overnight  stand  63-66.00 

Colorado 

Feeders 

Auction 

157 

73-1 10 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2 

57.00-68.00 

Montana 

Feeders 

Auction 

123 

60-90 

Medium  &  large  frame  #  1  -2 

63.00-6550 

Montana 

Feeders 

Auction 

102 

90-1 10 

Medium  &  large  frame  #  1  -2 

55.00-5737 

Colorado 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

131 

1  28-2-10 

Utility  to  choice.  Ft.  Collin; 

30.00-36.00 

)  Montana 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

210 

Good,  Billings 

32.50-3650 

Montana 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

262 

Utility,  Billings 

28.50-32.50 

Idaho 

SI.  Ewes 

Direct 

700 

170 

Good  &  choice 

34.50 

Colorado 

St.  Ewes 

Auction 

109 

195-232 

Mixed  age,  bred,  lamb  Feb.  to  March  (per  head) 

66.00-72.00 

SOUTH  CENTRAL 

Texas 

SI.  Lambs 

Feedlot 

9.000 

100-140 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4.  shorn/wool,  yield  basis 

56.00-61.00 

Kansas 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

131 

102-126 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4,  shorn/wool,  Colby 

53.86-53.90 

Texas 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

300 

100-135 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-3,  shorn,  #  1  -2  pelts 

52.00-59.50 

Texas 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

1.600 

100-135 

Choice,  few  prime  YG  2-3,  mostly  shorn,  San  Angelo 

60.00-68.00 

Texas 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

425 

1 15-170 

Choice,  few  prime  YG  2-4,  shorn/wool,  San  AngeJo 

56.00-5930 

Texas 

Feeders 

Auctions 

700 

55-85 

Medium  &  large  frame  #  1 ,  Goldthwaite/Junction 

64.00-75.00 

Texas 

Feeders 

Auction 

1,944 

60-100 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2,  San  Angelo 

70.00-79.50 

Texas 

Feeders 

Auction 

540 

45-95 

Medium  &  large  frame  #2-3,  San  Angelo 

60.00-70.00 

Texas 

Feeders 

Auction 

216 

50-80 

Medium  &  large  frame,  new  crop,  San  Angelo 

82.00-89.00 

Texas 

SI.  Ewes 

Auctions 

385 

Good,  Goldthwaite/Junction 

35.00-44.00 

Texas 

SI.  Ewes 

Auctions 

578 

Utility,  Goldthwaite/Junction 

30.00-35.00 

Texas 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

6,682 

Utility  to  choice,  San  Angelo 

38.00-4750 

Texas 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

743 

Cull,  San  Angelo 

33.00-38.00 

Texas 

St.  Ewes 

Auction 

200 

Yearlings  (per  head) 

3930-46.50 

Texas 

St.  Ewes 

Auction 

201  . 

Mixed  age  with  baby  lambs  at  the  side  (per  head) 

26.00-3550 

NORTH  CENTRAL 

Iowa 

SI.  Lambs 

Computer 

1.397 

129-140 

Choice  few  prime,  YG  2-4,  shorn/wool,  2-6%  shrink 

58.00-62.75 

N.  Dakota 

SI.  Lambs 

Computer 

I.I  19 

124-136 

Choice  few  prime,  YG  2-4.  shorn/wool.  2-3%  shrink 

52.75-59.75 

Wisconsin 

SI.  Lambs 

Computer 

407 

1 17  . 

Choice  few  prime,  YG  2-4,  shorn/wool,  2-3%  shrink 

56.50-59.50 

Midwest 

SI.  Lambs 

Feedlot 

4,675 

1  I8-M4 

Ch.,  few  pr.,  YG  2-3.  4%  shrink,  shorn/wool 

52.00-60.50 

Iowa 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

127 

1 13-153 

Choice,  few  prime  YG  2-3,  shorn/wool.  Kalona 

56.00-61.00 

Iowa 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

1  14 

80-1 18 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4,  shorn/wool,  Kalona 

61.00-69.50 

Minnesota 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

420 

105-135 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-3,  wooled 

53.00-55.00 

Nebraska 

SI.  Lambs 

Auctions 

256 

1 10-130 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4,  shorn/wool,  Palmyra/Omaha  52.50-58.50 

N.  Dakota 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

136 

123-124 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-3,  wooled 

51.00-52.00 

S.  Dakota 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

1.560 

106-148 

Choice,  few  prime  YG  2-4,  shorn/wool 

55.00-62.20 

Missouri 

Feeders 

Auction 

166 

50-80 

Choice  &  fancy,  Springfield 

71.00-74.00 

S.  Dakota 

Feeders 

Auctions 

632 

77-1 15 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2  Faith/Newell/Sioux  Falls 

64.00-65.50 

Iowa 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

186 

Utility  to  choice  Kalona 

25.25-42.00 

Minnesota 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

180 

Utility  &  good.  S.  St.  Paul 

32.00-35.00 

Nebraska 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

180 

Utility  &  good.  Palmyra 

31.00-37.00 

S.  Dakota 

SI.  Ewes 

Auctions 

415 

Utility  &  good,  Sioux  Falls/Newell 

35.00-39.00 

S.  Dakota 

St  Ewes 

Auction 

1.233 

Mixed  age,  bred,  Faith  (per  head) 

62.50-73.50 

EASTERN 

Indiana 

SI.  Lambs 

Pool 

150 

100-130 

Choice,  few  prime  YG  2-3,  shorn/wool 

55.00-59.00 

Michigan 

SI.  Lambs 

Pools 

750 

100-130 

Choice,  few  prime  YG  2-3,  shorn/wool 

55.75-60.00 

Virginia 

SI.  Lambs 

Tele-Auction  322 

95-125 

Choice,  few  prime  YG  2-3,  shorn/wool 

61.1  1-63.1  1 

Virginia 

SI.  Lambs 

Tele-Auction  108 

40-80 

Choice,  few  prime  YG  1-2,  hot  carcass  basis 

125.50 

Kentucky 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

80 

105- K0 

Choice,  few  prime  YG  2-4,  shorn/wool 

53.40-60.00 

Michigan 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

485 

100-120 

Choice  few  prime,  YG  2-4.  shorn/wool,  Manchester 

58.00-62.00 

Penn. 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

394 

65-1 10 

Choice,  YG  2-3,  wooled 

70.00-95.00 

Penn. 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

212 

1 15-150 

Choice,  YG  2-3,  wooled 

50.00-70.00 

Penn. 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

101 

30-45 

Choice,  YG  2-3,  new  crop  for  Easter  market 

130.00-190.00 

Virginia 

SI.  Lambs 

Auctions 

167 

90-1 15 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  1-3,  wooled 

60.00-68.00 

Michigan 

Feeders 

Auction 

130 

60-90 

Choice  &  fancy,  Manchester 

55.00-75.00 

Virginia 

SI.  Ewes 

Tele-Auction  80 

140 

All  grades 

30.00 

Michigan 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

190 

All  grades.  Manchester 

25.00-40.00 

Source:  ASI  Market 
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WHOLESALE  LAMB  MARKET  AND  DISTRIBUTIVE  CUT  MARKET 
W/E  02/1  1/94  FOB  CAF  CAF 

OMAHA  BASIS  NORTHEAST     SO.  CALIF. 
CERTIFIED  CL  YG  1-2 


55/DN 

60/DN 

55-65 

60-65 

65-75 

CARCASSES  YG  1-3** 

55/DN 
60/DN 
60-65 

CARCASSES  YG  1-4** 

55/DN 


$1.55 


$  1 .40(caHot) 
$  1 .40- 1 .45 

$1.33-1.35 
$1.28-1.30 


$1.37-1.42 
$1.30-1.34 


55-65 
65-7S 
75/UP 


$1.35 
$1.27-1.28 
$1.23-1.25 
$1.15-1.16 


$1.40-1.405 
$1.33-1.335 
$1.28-1.305 
$1.18-1.235 

BOXED  LAMB  CUTS:  YG  1-4**  DISTRIBUTIVE  TRADE 

W/E  02/04/94  W/E  02/11/94 

VOLUME*PRICE  RANGE  N.E.  COAST    SO.  CALIF. 


$1.27-1.30 
$1.25 


3-Way  55/DN 

200 

$1.50 

**YG  1-3 

450 

$1.60-1.65 

**CERT. 

55-65 

1,100 

$1.40-1.45 

**YG  1-3 

475 

$1.45-1.65 

**CERT. 

Rack,  8-rib  7/DN 

700 

$3.00-3.25 

$3.10-3.30 

7/UP 

1.300 

M$3.25-3.50 

$3.25-3.40 

YG  1-3  7/UP 

**$3.70-3.80 

Shoulder,  cross  cut 

3.100 

M$0.80-0.85 

Chuck,  sq  cut,  split 

2.200 

M$I.05-I.I0 

$0.80-0.90 

**$I.05-I.I5 

Loin,  4-inch  trim 

1,500 

M$2.90-3.I0 

$2.80-3.10 

**$3. 15-3.25 

Legs,  dbl  trtr  on 

1.600 

M$  1.45- 155 

$1.40-155 

**$  150- 1.60 

Legs,  sngl  trtr  off 

2,000 

M$  150- 1.65 

**$  1.90- 1.95 

Legs,  sngl  bnls 

675 

$2.20-2.30 

Breast,  sq  cut 

1.300 

M$0.34-0.37 

$0.25-0.35 

Fores  hanks 

1.875 

M$  1 .20- 1 .25 

$1.15-1.25 

**$  155- 1.65 

Ribs,  Denver  style 

50 

$1.40 

CERTIFIED  CL  YG  1 

-2 

Rack,  8-rib  7/DN 

100 

$3.25 

7/UP 

400 

$3.40-3.90 

$3.75 

Chuck,  sq  cut,'  spit 

925 

$1.05-1.20 

$1.10 

Loins.  4-inch  trim 

150 

$3.20-350 

$3.20 

Legs,  dbl  trtr  on 

200 

$1.65 

$1.55 

Legs,  sngl  trtr  off 

350 

$1.57-1.80 

$1.92 

Legs,  sngl  bnls 

100 

$2.25-254 

Breasts,  sq  cut 

920 

$050-0.65 

Foreshanks 

280 

$1.25-1.30 

$1.65 

*BOX-COUNT  BASIS. 

**YG  3  OR  BETTER  WHERE  NOTED 

M  =  MOSTLY  (not  full  price  range) 

FYI  ... 

ASI  Summer  Meeting 
August  2-6 
Denver,  Colo. 


i  995  American  Sheep  Industry  Convention 
February  7- 1  I 
Washington,  D.C. 


Comments 

WHOLESALE  CARCASS  TRADE 
W/E  02/ 1  1/94:  Compared  to  lastweek, 
CAF  East  Coast  carcass  lambs  traded 
steady  on  55  pounds  and  down,  $3.00 
higher  on  55-65  pounds,  and  $3.00- 
$8.00  higher  on  65  pounds  and  up.  FOB 
Omaha  prices  were  $8.00  higher  on  65 
pounds  and  up.  CAF  California  prices 
were  steady  to  $5.00  higher.  Movement 
was  moderate  on  moderate  offerings 
and  demand. 

Carcasses  Certified  by  US  DA  Week 
Ending  02/04/94:  23,160  -  23.4  per- 
cent of  estimated  slaughter. 

USDA  CUTOUT  VALUE,  W/E  02/ 
11/94:  NORTHEAST  TRADE, 
BASED  ON  INDUSTRY  YIELDS. 
This  week's  cutout  for  65/down  car- 
casses was  valued  at  $147.83,  up  $2.33. 
The  65/up  carcasses  were  valued  at 
$148.10,  up  $2.32.  Note:  no  adjust- 
ments were  made  for  processing  or 
distributing  costs. 

NATIONAL  BOXED  LAMB  CUT 
TRADE,  W/E  02/04/94:  Compared 
to  the  previous  week,  boxed  iamb  cuts 
traded  mixed.  Legs  traded  steady  to  firm 
on  moderate  demand.  Loins  traded 
steady  to  weak.  Racks  traded  weak  to 
lower  with  an  unsettled  undertone  pre- 
vailing. Movement  was  slow  to  moder- 
ate on  light  to  moderate  offerings  and 
demand. 

DISTRIBUTIVE  TRADE  W/E  02/ 
11/94:  In  the  Northeast  distributive 
trade,  55/down  carcasses  traded  steady 
compared  with  last  week,  with  prices 
rangingfrom  $  1 52.00-$  1 55.00.  Lamb  cuts 
traded  mixed.  Chucks  traded  steady  to 
firm  and  legs  were  mostly  firm  to  higher. 
Loins  continued  to  be  mostly  weak  and 
racks  were  unsettled,  mostly  weak. 
Movement  was  very  slow  to  moderate 
with  mid-week  winter  storms  bringing 
trade  to  a  near  standstill.  Offerings  and 
demand  were  light  to  moderate. 


Coming  Events 


1994 


March  11-13 


BEGINNERS  STOCK  DOG  TRAINING  CLINICS  with 
Stuart  Erskine.  Barons,  Alberta.  Contact  Ed  Morrow  at 
757-2280  for  further  information. 


March  13  &  14 


STOCK  DOG  CLINIC  WITH  SANDY  SANDERSON 

(From  Sour  is,  Manitoba).  At  Galawater  Holiday  Kennels, 
R  R  #2,  Battleford,  Saskatchewan,  306-937-2004.  To 
register  call  Galazvater  Holiday  Kennels.  Cost  -  Handler  + 
1  dog  =  $50.00.  Extra  dogs  -  $15.00  each.  Includes  coffee, 
breakfast  muffins,  lunch.  Saturday  night  lamb  roast  - 
$5.00  per  person.  Deadline  for  registration  Feburary  28. 


March  23 


March  24 


March  25 


ENTRY  DATE  FOR  RAM  TEST  STATION   You  are 

invited  to  enter  ram  lambs  into  this  years  station  test  from 
10:00  A.M.  -  12:00  Noon.  As  soon  as  you  have  decided  to 
enter  rams  into  this  years  station  test,  please  contact  the 
Station  Manager,  Wray  Whitmore  at  427-5083  Edmonton 
so  the  pre-entry  veterinary  inspection  can  be  arranged 
where  required. 

NORTH  CENTRAL  SHEEP  SALES.  Fat  and  Feeder 
Lambs.  Special  Goat  Sale.  Edmonton  Public  Stockyards. 
Deadline  for  sheep  deliveries  at  all  sales  is  9:00  A.M.  All 
sales  begin  at  1:30  P.M.  For  additional  information  (sheep) 
contact  Bruce  McGhan,  R  R  U,  Calmar,  TOC  OVO,  phone 
985-3744  or  John  Bolay  (goats),  R  R  #1,  Westlock,  TOG 
2LO,  phone  349-5203. 

NORTH  WEST  SHEEP  PRODUCERS  ASSOCIATION 
MEETING.  8  P.M.  Stony  Plain  Provincial  Building. 
Discussion  will  be  sheep  diseases.  Contact  Lillian  Chilleen 
at  961-2450  for  further  information. 


-5- 


March  26  MONTHLY  SHEEP  AND  GOAT  SALE  at  Camrose 

Auction  Market,  672-4496,  Camrose  at  3:00  P.M.  Look  for 
display  of  Lazy  'S'  Sheep  Supplies.  For  further  information 
contact  Camrose  Auction  at  672-4496. 

April  4  REGULAR  MONTHLY  MEETING  OF  MOUNTAIN 

VIEW  SHEEP  PRODUCERS  ASSOCIATION.  All 

sheep  producers  whether  long  time  or  new  welcome  to 
attend.  For  more  information  call  Joanne  at  224-3026  or 
Mike  at  224-3743. 

April  4  NORTH  CENTRAL  SHEEP  SALES.    Fat  and  Feeder 

Lambs.  Edmonton  Public  Stockyards.  Deadline  for  sheep 
deliveries  at  all  sales  is  9:00  A.M.  All  sales  begin  at  1:30 
P.M.  For  additional  information  (sheep)  contact  Bruce 
McGhan,  R  R#4,  Calmar,  TOC  OVO,  phone  985-3744  or 
John  Bolay  (goats),  R  R  #2,  Westlock,  TOG  2LO,  phone 
349-5203. 

April  6  ENTRY  DATE  FOR  RAM  TEST  STATION.   You  are 

invited  to  enter  ram  lambs  into  this  years  station  test  from 
10:00  A.M.  -  12:00  Noon.  As  soon  as  you  have  decided  to 
enter  rams  into  this  years  station  test,  please  contact  the 
Station  Manager,  Wray  Whitmore  at  427-5083  Edmonton 
so  the  pre-entry  veterinary  inspection  can  be  arranged 
where  required. 

April  6  TRI-COUNTY  SHEEP  PRODUCERS  ASSOCIATION 

REGULAR  MEETING.  Thorhild  Agri-Plex  (upstairs). 
7:30  P.M.  Contact  Pat  or  Doug  at  398-2305  or  Mike  at 
398-3993  for  further  information. 

April  8-10  BEGINNERS  STOCK  DOG  TRAINING  CLINICS  with 

Stuart  Erskine.  Lakeland  College,  Vermilion,  Alberta. 
Contact  Chris  Spasoss  at  1-800-661-4127  for  further 
information. 

April  21  NORTH  CENTRAL  SHEEP  SALES.   Fat  and  Feeder 

Lambs.  Edmonton  Public  Stockyards.  Deadline  for  sheep 
deliveries  at  all  sales  is  9:00  A.M.  All  sales  begin  at  1:30 
P.M.  For  additional  information  (sheep)  contact  Bruce 
McGhan,  RRU,  Calmar,  TOC  OVO,  phone  985-3744  or 
]ohn  Bolay  (goats),  R  R  #2,  Westlock,  TOG  2LO,  phone 
349-5203. 


April  22-24  BEGINNERS  STOCK  DOG  TRAINING  CLINICS  with 

Stuart  Erskine.  Pasu  Farm,  Carstairs,  Alberta.  Contact 
Pasu  Farm  at  337-2800  for  further  information. 

April  29  -  30  &  May  1  BEGINNERS  STOCK  DOG  TRAINING  CLINICS  with 

Stuart  Erskine.  Tofield,  Alberta.  Contact  Ross  Spence  at 
662-3878  for  further  information. 

April  30  76TH    ANNUAL     GENERAL     MEETING  OF 

CANADIAN  CO-OPERATIVE  WOOL  GROWERS 
LIMITED.  Airliner  Inn,  1740  Ellice  Avenue,  Winnipeg, 
Manitoba.  9:00  A.M.  Noon  luncheon  will  be  provided.  For 
agenda  items  and  evening  banquet  tickets  contact  Donna  at 
613-257-2714. 

April  30  MONTHLY  SHEEP  AND  GOAT  SALE  at  Camrose 

Auction  Market,  672-4496,  Camrose  at  3:00  P.M.  Look  for 
display  of  Lazy  'S'  Sheep  Supplies.  For  further  information 
contact  Camrose  Auction  at  672-4496. 

May  2  REGULAR  MONTHLY  MEETING  OF  MOUNTAIN 

VIEW  SHEEP  PRODUCERS  ASSOCIATION.  All 

sheep  producers  whether  long  time  or  nezv  welcome  to 
attend.  For  more  information  call  Joanne  at  224-3026  or 
Mike  at  224-3743. 

May  4  TRI-COUNTY  SHEEP  PRODUCERS  ASSOCIATION 

REGULAR  MEETING.  Thorhild  Agri-Plex  (upstairs). 
7:30  P.M.  Contact  Pat  or  Doug  at  398-2305  or  Mike  at 
398-3993  for  further  information. 

May  6-8  BEGINNERS  STOCK  DOG  TRAINING  CLINICS  with 

Stuart  Erskine.  Treco  Ranch,  Pine  Lake,  Alberta  (Red  Deer 
Area).  Contact  Tom  Eggertson  at  749-2280  for  further 
information. 

May  19  NORTH  CENTRAL  SHEEP  SALES.    Fat  and  Feeder 

Lambs.  Edmonton  Public  Stockyards.  Deadline  for  sheep 
deliveries  at  all  sales  is  9:00  A.M.  All  sales  begin  at  1:30 
P.M.  For  additional  information  (sheep)  contact  Bruce 
McGhan,  R  R  #4,  Calmar,  TOC  OVO,  phone  985-3744  or 
John  Bolay  (goats),  R  R  #1,  Westlock,  TOG  2L0,  phone 
349-5203. 
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May  28  MONTHLY  SHEEP  AND  GOAT  SALE  at  Camrose 

Auction  Market,  672-4496,  Camrose  at  3:00  P.M.  Look  for 
display  of  Lazy  'S'  Sheep  Supplies.  For  further  information 
contact  Camrose  Auction  at  672-4496. 

June  1  TRI- COUNTY  SHEEP  PRODUCERS  ASSOCIATION 

REGULAR  MEETING.  Thorhild  Agri-Plex  (upstairs). 
7:30  P.M.  Contact  Pat  or  Doug  at  398-2305  or  Mike  at 
398-3993  for  further  information. 

June  6  REGULAR  MONTHLY  MEETING  OF  MOUNTAIN 

VIEW  SHEEP  PRODUCERS  ASSOCIATION.  All 

sheep  producers  whether  long  time  or  new  welcome  to 
attend.  For  more  information  call  Joanne  at  224-3026  or 
Mike  at  224-3743. 

June  16  NORTH  CENTRAL  SHEEP  SALES.    Fat  and  Feeder 

Lambs.  Edmonton  Public  Stockyards.  Deadline  for  sheep 
deliveries  at  all  sales  is  9:00  AM.  All  sales  begin  at  1:30 
P.M.  For  additional  information  (sheep)  contact  Bruce 
McGhan,  RRU,  Calmar,  TOC  OVO,  phone  985-3744  or 
John  Bolay  (goats),  R  R  #1,  Westlock,  TOG  2LO,  phone 
349-5203. 


EDMONTON   NORTHLAND'S    FARMFATR   -  1994 

Farmfair  '94  is  scheduled  for  early  November  1994  so  please 
keep  this  in  mind  when  shearing  your  sheep!  Clean  well- 
stored  fleeces  make  good  exhibits  for  competition  in  the  show 
so   now    is    the   time    to   be   preparing  with   this    is  mind. 

The  Northland's  Sheep  Team  is  planning  a  number  of  events  re- 
lated  to    the   Sheep    Industry    to   take   j>  1  a  c  e   at    that  time. 

Some   of   these   are   as  follows: 

Junior   Sheep   Show   -    a   number   of   different  classes 
Market    Lamb   Carcass  Competition 
Wool    Display   and  Competition 
Sheep  Shearing  Competition 

For   further    information  contact 

Edmonton  Northlands 
Box  1480 
Edmonton,  AB 

T5J   2N5         Ph.  471-7210 

Leroy   Emerson,    Agriculture  Manager 


As  you  all  are  no  doubt  aware,  the  way  government  delivers  services  is  going 
to  change.  The  changes  will  affect  Agriculture,  Food  and  Rural  Development.  The 
department's  support  for  the  sheep  industry  in  Alberta  will  be  changing. 

The  sheep  technician  program  is  going  to  be  discontinued  on  March  31 ,  1 994. 
This  ends  a  program  that  has  run  for  over  20  years.  The  decision  for 
discontinuation  was  made  after  industry  consultation.  The  program  has  been  a 
valuable  asset  to  Alberta  sheep  producers  and  has  served  as  a  model  for  other 
provinces.  The  needs  of  the  industry  are  different  and  more  specialized,  in  the 
nineties  than  they  were  20  years  ago. 

The  Cattle  and  Sheep  Branch  plans  to  start  a  new  program  with  two  individuals 
that  will  be  called  sheep  development  advisors.  One  position  will  be  in  the  north, 
the  other  in  the  south. 

These  new  positions  will  differ  from  the  present  sheep  technician's  role.  The 
three  major  areas  of  responsibility  for  the  new  positions  are:  1 )  technology  transfer; 
2)  applied  research  demonstration  projects;  and  3)  individual  producer 
consultations. 

The  qualifications  for  the  positions  are:  1)  ten  years  or  more  of  direct 
experience  in  sheep  production;  2)  a  university  degree  or  college  diploma  is 
desirable;  3)  the  ability  to  use  computers;  4)  an  understanding  of  grazing  systems 
and  grazing  behavior;  and  5)  good  written  and  spoken  communication  skills.  The 
contract  will  be  for  104  working  days  a  year.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  the 
position,  call  me  here  in  Edmonton  @  427-5083.  If  you  feel  you  are  qualified  and 
would  like  to  be  a  sheep  development  advisor,  send  your  resume  to  me  by  April 
8,  1994. 


Wray  Whitmore 
#204,  7000  -  113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T6H  5T6 
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THE  NEW  LAMB  GRADING  CERTIFICATE 
(How  to  read  between  the  lines  and  make  more  money  from  premiums) 


With  the  implementation  of  Agriculture  Canada's  new  lamb 
classification  system,  Canada  West  Foods  Corp.  is  now  paying 
premiums  for  superior  carcass  lambs.  The  following  examples  will 
demonstrate  some  of  the  premiums  and  the  penalties  in  this  new 
pricing  system.  To  simplify  things,  all  lambs  in  this  example  have 
a  warm  carcass  weight  of  25  kgs  (52  lbs).  The  base  rate  (railgrade 
price)  in  this  example  is  $3.81  /kg  (1.73  /lb).  Lambs  priced  at 
greater  than  $3.81  are  therefore  receiving  premiums,  while  poorer 
guality  lambs  receive  less  than  $3.81/kg. 

SAMPLE  CARCASS  CLASSIFICATION 


I.D 

WEIGHT 

CONFORMATION 

GR 

PRICE 

TOTAL 

(kgs) 

FAT 

/kg 

PRICE 

LEG  BACK 

SHOULDER 

(mm) 

/LAMB 

1 

25.0 

1 

1 

1 

9 

1.53 

38.14 

2 

25.0 

2 

2 

2 

5 

1.53 

38.14 

3 

25.0 

2 

2 

2 

8 

2.85 

71.31 

4 

25.0 

3 

3 

3 

5 

2.89 

72.24 

5 

25.0 

3 

3 

3 

16 

3.78 

94.49 

6 

25.0 

3 

3 

3 

6 

3.81 

95.35 

7 

25.0 

4 

4 

4 

5 

4.01 

100.22 

8 

25.0 

4 

4 

4 

10 

3.92 

98.08 

9 

25.0 

4 

4 

4 

17 

3.80 

95.08 

10 

25.0 

5 

5 

5 

5 

4.05 

101.23 

11 

25.0 

5 

5 

5 

14 

3.90 

97.  38 

12 

25.0 

5 

5 

5 

20 

3.79 

94.82 

Conformation  score  is  a  subjective  measurement  of  muscling.  To 
keep  it  simple,  these  lambs  received  the  same  scores  in  all  three 
regions.  A  conformation  of  5  is  excellent  muscling  (the  Arnold 
Schwartzeneggers  of  sheep) ,  4  is  good,  3  is  an  average  lamb,  2  is 
deficient  in  muscling  and  1  is  extremely  deficient  (a  sheep  near 
death,  or  a  goat  masguerading  as  a  lamb). 

GR  fat  measures  the  fat  and  tissue  depth  in  millimetres  over  the 
12th  rib,  11  cm  off  the  midline  of  the  carcass.  The  higher  the  GR 
measurement,  the  fatter  the  lamb. 

The  combination  of  GR  measurement  and  the  mean  of  the  conformation 
scores  for  the  three  areas  directly  determines  the  price  paid  per 
lb  or  kg  for  each  lamb.  In  the  example  above,  lamb  1  has  very  poor 
muscling,  so  even  though  it  has  relatively  high  finish,  this  lamb 
would  only  be  worth  $38.14  when  marketed  to  Canada  West.  Lamb  #2 
has  better  muscling  than  lamb  #1,  although  its  muscling  is  still 
deficient.  However,  lamb  #2  does  not  have  enough  finish  (low  GR 
measurement)  and  is  also  worth  $38.14.    Lamb  #3  also  has  deficient 
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muscling,  but  has  enough  finish  to  make  it  more  marketable.  It  is 
likely  that  lambs  1  &  2  would  make  good  soup  bones,  but  not  much 
else,  while  lamb  3  would  have  some  retail  value. 

Lamb  #4  has  an  average  conformation  score,  but  is  somewhat 
underf inished,  so  is  worth  $72.24.  Lamb  #5  also  has  an  average 
conformation  score,  but  is  over-fat,  so  would  be  worth  marginally 
less  than  base  rate,  for  a  total  of  $94.49.  Lamb  #6  also  has  an 
average  conformation  score,  but  has  an  acceptable  level  of  finish 
so  would  be  worth  the  base  rate  of  $95.35. 

Lambs  7  though  12  have  better  than  average  muscling.  As  you  can 
see,  the  relatively  lean  lambs  with  high  conformation  scores 
receive  the  highest  price  premiums.  With  higher  conformation 
scores,  lambs  can  also  be  considerably  fatter  before  they  start  to 
receive  penalties. 

Lamb  #10  has  the  combination  of  muscling  and  finish  that  will  give 
the  highest  return  when  marketed.  Lamb  #10  is  worth  almost  3  times 
as  much  as  the  wretched  lambs  #1  and  #2.  Good  feeding  and 
management  are  part  of  the  equation  that  will  allow  marketing  of 
lambs  like  lamb  #10  with  the  optimum  level  of  finish.  However,  the 
only  way  to  consistently  market  lambs  with  superior  conformation 
scores  lies  in  genetic  improvement.  Fortunately,  the  Alberta  Sheep 
Breeders'  Association  Blue  Tag  Program  is  available  for  the  genetic 
improvement  of  carcass  quality. 

THE  BLUE  TAG  PROGRAM 

The  Blue  Tag  Program  allows  the  individual  identification  of  lambs 
slaughtered  at  Canada  West  Foods.  Participants  receive  Blue  All- 
flex  eartags  for  identification  of  live  lambs  and  corresponding 
card  stock  tags  for  identification  of  carcasses.  The  rams  siring 
superior  quality  carcass  lambs  can  then  be  determined. 

RULES  AND  REGULATIONS  (revised,  shorter  version) 

1.  Lambs  must  be  market-ready  weight.  For  best  results  ship 
lambs  at  close  to  the  same  weight  as  possible. 

2.  Contact  Andrew  Tye  at  Canada  West  (227-3386)  at  least  7  days 
before  shipment  to  set  a  delivery  date. 

3.  Rams  and  wethers  are  eligible  for  entry,  but  lambs  must  be 
either  all  rams  or  all  wethers. 

4.  Lambs  must  be  sired  by  an  identifiable  purebred  sire,  but 
both  crossbred  and  purebred  lambs  are  eligible. 

5.  For  meaningful  results,  at  least  10  lambs  must  be  slaughtered 
per  sire  tested.  If  comparisons  between  the  same  sire  but 
different  ewe  breeds  are  wanted,  10  lambs  per  ewe  breed  should 
be  slaughtered. 

6.  A  $1.00  per  head  tested  fee  is  payable  to  the  Alberta  Sheep 
Breeders'  Association  at  time  of  registration  to  pay  for  the 
cost  of  tags  and  handling. 

7.  The  top  half  of  rams  for  each  breed  tested  will  be  identified 
in  future  issues  of  Sheep  Footnotes. 
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For  more  information  contact: 

Kim  Stanford 
Agriculture  Centre 
Bag  3014 

Lethbridge,  Alberta 

T1J  4C7     Phone:381-5150,    Fax  382-4526 


For  glowing  testimonials  from  satisfied  participants  in  previous 
years  of  the  Blue  Tag  Program  contact: 

Edith  Williams  Phone:  784-3511 

Joyce  McCart  Phone:728-30  35 
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Enroll  NOW 

in  the  1994  Alberta  Sheep  Breeder's 
Association  BLUE  TAG  PROGRAM 

Identify  which  of  your  sires  produce  superior  carcass  lambs 
Make  more  $$$  from  premium  lamb  carcasses 

It  only  costs  $1 .00/lamb  tested 

If  you  are  interested,  and  would  like  the  complete  rules  of  entry 
please  complete  the  attached  form  and  send  it  along  with  your 
cheque  to: 

Blue  Tag  Program 
C/O  Ann  Verboven 

#212,  6715  -  8th  St.  N.E.  Calgary,  Alberta 
T2E7H7  Phone  295-1988  Fax  275-8009 


NAME  

AD  D  RESS  

PHONE - 

Number  of  lambs               Approximate  Dates 
to  enter  of  slaughter  


x  $1 .00/lamb  =  amount  enclosed 


Total  lambs 


PLEASE  MAKE  CHEQUES  PAYABLE  TO 
ALBERTA  SHEEP  BREEDERS'  ASSOCIATION 
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For  Release:    February  17,  1994 


Government  Ends  Lamb  Stabilization  Program 

The  Honourable  Walter  Paszkowski,  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Food  and  Rural 
Development,  announced  today  that  Alberta  will  terminate  the  National 
Tripartite  Stabilization  Program  (NTSP)  for  Lambs,  effective  February  28, 
1994.     Participating  provinces  have  agreed  to  amend  the  program  so  they  can 
end  it  prior  to  the  original  end  date  of  February  29,  1996. 

"The  decision  to  end  this  commodity-specific  program  is  in  line  with  our  goal 
of  a  whole-farm  income  support  approach,"  said  Mr.  Paszkowski.     "The  timing 
is  right.     Industry  forecasts  show  good  prospects  for  continued  growth  and 
reasonable  returns  for  lamb  producers." 

The  NTSP  for  lambs  was  introduced  in  1986  to  stabilize  producer  returns  and 
reduce  the  risks  associated  with  fluctuating  prices  and  costs.  Producer 
premiums  were  matched  by  the  federal  and  provincial  governments  and 
deposited  into  national  accounts.     Payments  were  made  to  producers  when  cash 
margins  fell  below  long-term  averages. 

The  Government  of  Alberta  is  also  ending  the  Alberta  Purchased  Feeder  Lamb 
Stabilization  Program  on  February  28,  1994.     This  program  covers  lamb 
feedlots,  which  are  not  included  in  the  NTSP,  and  is  funded  by  the  provincial 
government  and  producers.     It  was  originally  scheduled  to  end  on  December  31, 
1995. 


"I'm  very  pleased  that  industry  associations  and  producers  are  taking  an  active 
role  in  shaping  their  future,"  added  Mr.  Paszkowski.    The  Canadian  Sheep 
Federation  passed  a  resolution  at  its  last  annual  meeting  to  recommend  ending 
the  NTSP  for  Lambs.    The  Alberta  Sheep  and  Wool  Commission  was  also 
consulted  and  supports  the  termination  of  these  programs. 

Producers  enrolled  in  the  two  programs  are  receiving  further  information  in  the 
mail.     They  will  also  be  notified  when  producer  groups  and  government  come  up 
with  a  transition  program  until  a  whole-farm  approach  can  be  implemented. 
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Ray  Bassett 

Assistant  Deputy  Minister 
Planning  and  Development 
(403)  427-1957 

Ken  Moholitny 

Director,  Central  Program  Support 
(403)  422-9167 


For  more  information,  contact: 
Dwight  Dibben/ Brian  Hlus 
Executive  Assistants  to  the  Minister 

Agriculture,  Food  and  Rural  Development 
(403)  427-2137 
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SHEEP  PRODUCERS  AND  B.C.  GRAZING 

We  as  sheep  producers  have  been  involved  in  forestry  grazing  for  the  past  three 
years.  There  are  a  lot  of  advantages  and  some  disadvantages.  Preparing  the  sheep 
involves  a  lot  of  work.  First  of  all  your  sheep  have  to  be  in  good  shape.  If  you  send  your 
sheep  in  a  condition  score  of  3  they  will  come  back  in  a  3  score  or  better.  So  they  have 
to  be  put  in  shape,  which  starts  at  lambing  time. 

It  takes  a  lot  of  feed  to  bring  a  sheep  up  to  a  3  score  once  they  are  below  2.  The 
biggest  problems  with  most  sheep  producers  is  they  try  to  raise  and  lamb  sheep  without 
proper  feed  and  supplement.  What  you  put  into  a  sheep,  it  will  produce  double  or 
sometimes  even  triple  for  you. 

The  biggest  stress  put  on  sheep,  going  to  cutblocks  is  trucking,  you  have  to  have 
at  least  2  days  notice  prior  to  trucks  arriving  so  they  can  gradually  be  put  off  their  water 
and  feed.  Once  the  trucks  arrive  and  you  get  a  driver  that  has  never  hauled  a  sheep  in 
his  life,  you  are  really  in  big  trouble.  If  the  trucker  has  no  idea  how  many  sheep  he  can 
put  on  the  truck,  and  once  inside  says  (I  need  some  help  so  I  can  close  the  partition 
gate)  for  sure  there  will  be  a  few  dead  upon  arrival.  Those  in  3  to  4  condition  surely  need 
more  room  than  those  to  2  1/2  score.  Some  contractors  don't  compensate  for  those 
sheep  lost  on  trucks.  I  think  all  sheep  lost  during  transportation  should  be  paid  for  90% 
of  those  lost  while  in  transport  as  it  is  mostly  the  drivers  fault.  Hauling  sheep  is  a  big 
difference  from  hauling  pigs  and  cattle. 

Upon  arrival  on  the  block,  which  can  vary  from  8  to  16  hours  on  the  road,  there 
should  be  an  abundance  of  hay  and  water.  Sheep  should  not  be  moved  from  block  till 
full.  Some  contractors  promise  to  have  hay  and  barley  on  the  block  before  sheep  arrive. 
But  when  you  get  there,  there  is  about  5  bales  and  8  pails  of  barley  -  hardly  enough  for 
100  sheep. 

When  it  comes  to  letting  sheep  out  of  corrals,  anything  that's  green  gets  eaten. 
Next  day  forestry  shows  up  to  assess  damages  (which  they  always  exaggerate).  They 
can  get  turned  off  right  there.  I  have  noticed  that  the  first  days  are  where  most  damage 
is  caused,  but  if  kept  at  a  minimum  during  the  first  week,  it's  easier  to  get  along  with  the 
forestry  grazing  manager. 


The  contractor  that  bids  by  the  hector  is  the  one  that's  toughest  on  the  sheep. 
They  have  to  push  the  sheep  harder,  the  more  hectors  the  more  dollars. 

Producers  would  like  to  see  the  sheep  left  on  the  block  all  day,  instead  of  four 
hours  grazing  and  back  to  the  pens  which  is  also  tougher  on  the  sheep.  Sheep  that  are 
put  in  pens  during  the  day  and  it  rains  during  most  of  the  season,  are  those  sheep  that 
come  home  with  a  quarter  inch  of  mud  on  the  flanks  and  bellies.  It's  also  a  good  sign 
that  pens  have  not  been  moved  for  a  week.  Sheep  that  are  left  out  all  day  do  quite  a  bit 
better,  they  stay  in  better  shape,  are  cleaner  and  there  is  less  stress  on  sheep,  dogs  and 
herders.  One  thing  producers  have  to  keep  in  mind  is  the  sheep  are  rented  to  the 
contractor  to  make  as  many  dollars  as  they  can  in  a  short  time.  How  good  your  sheep 
come  home  is  also  a  good  indication  of  how  well  the  herders  have  worked  during  the 
grazing  season.  I  think  the  herder  is  the  most  important  person  of  the  whole  project. 

Breeding  on  the  block  seems  to  be  similar  to  breeding  at  home.  If  sheep  are  in 
good  condition  your  lambing  percentage  will  be  up.  Providing  the  right  minerals  are  fed. 
The  first  year  we  sent  sheep  on  the  block  they  were  in  3  to  4  condition.  The  lambing 
percentage  was  170%.  The  second  year  the  sheep  were  sent  to  B.C.  they  showed  at  2 
1/2  at  health  check  and  lambing  percentage  was  140%.  The  third  year  we  sent  sheep 
to  the  block  we  put  them  to  a  3  to  4  condition  before  shipping,  lambing  percentage  was 
175%.  That  is  another  good  sign  why  good  conditioned  sheep  have  to  be  sent  to  B.C. 

I  think  the  future  of  B.C.  grazing  right  now  is  at  the  point  of  what  do  we  do?  Give 
the  unemployed  jobs  or  do  we  use  Alberta  sheep  in  B.C.  Another  problem  is  contractors 
are  bidding  too  low  and  there  is  no  money  left  for  the  producer  who  likes  to  see  rent  at 
about  $20.00  a  sheep. 
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Southern  Alberta  Sheep  "Breeders 


Oelephone  (403)  ISJ-ZVtQ 
3clx  (403)757- Z  2  73 


Box  189 
Bmnz,  Alberta 
TOL  OGO 


At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Southern  Alberta  Sheep  Breeders 
Association  held  recently,  the  year's  activities  were  highlighted. 
Some  of   these  were: 

-  the  Lean  Lamb  Day  and  Alberta  Lamb  Carcass  Competition 

-  discussions  with   the  Alberta  Colleges  regarding  courses 
related   to   the   sheep  industry 

-  support   of   the   Southern  Alberta  Sheep  Clubs 

-  ongoing  maintenance  of   the  hydraulic  wool    sacker  which  the 
Association  rents  out   to  producers 

-  continued  dialogue  with  the  Canadian  Co-operative  Wool 
Growe r  s 

The  Association  also  made  public  their  mission  statement  which  is 
to  : 

1.  Promote  all   aspects  of  the  sheep  industry 

-  woo  1   produc  t  i  on 

-  feeder  and  finished  lamb  production 

-  breed  promo  t  i  on 

-  sheep  husbandry  skills 

2.  Provide  a  forum  for  producers  to  interact. 

3.  Share  management  techniques. 

U- .     Help  new  producers  to  become  established. 

5.  Act  as  a  go-between  with  government  help  agencies 

-  the  Alberta  Sheep  and  Wool  Commission 

-  the  Alberta  and  Canadian  Sheep  Breeder  Associations 

-  the  Sheep  Specialist 

6.  Promote  the  humane  treatment  of  sheep  and  their  guardians. 

This    Association    works    on    behalf    of    the    Southern   Alberta  sheep 
producers  to  promote  the  sheep  industry  in  the  area.     Any  producer 
who  lives  south  of  Highway  // 1  can  become  a  member  by  contacting  the 
Chairman,  Verl  Tolley  at  553-2182  or   the  Secretary,   Pat  DeBoer  at 
757-2^1 9 . 
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SCRAPIE 


Scrapie  is  a  chronic  disease  of  the  nervous  system,  affecting  mainly  sheep, 
but  also  goats  and  moufflon.  It  is  an  infectious  disease  that  is  invariably  fatal,  and 
belongs  to  a  group  of  diseases  known  as  transmissible  spongiform 
encephalopathies,  which  affect  man  and  some  animal  species. 

Currently  scrapie  exists  in  most  of  the  sheep  producing  regions  of  the  world, 
with  the  exception  of  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  which  are  now  considered  by 
most  countries  to  be  scrapie  free.  In  Canada,  scrapie  is  reportable  to  Agriculture 
Canada,  and  right  now  there  are  9  flocks  under  quarantine. 

Disease  Transmission 

Unfortunately  our  knowledge  and  understanding  of  this  disease  is  somewhat 
limited.  Although  we  do  know  that  it  is  caused  by  a  'virus-like'  agent,  this  agent 
is  capable  of  withstanding  most  of  the  processes  that  are  used  to  kill  viruses.  This 
enables  it  to  live  in  the  environment  for  years,  although  it  may  not  remain  a  source 
of  infection  to  animals. 

Although  there  is  still  a  great  deal  of  dispute  about  the  nature  of  the  scrapie 
agent  itself,  most  researchers  now  believe  that  the  disease  is  caused  by  a 
combination  of  the  agent,  and  the  genetic  make-up  of  the  animal.  In  many  breeds 
of  sheep,  genetic  codes  seem  to  control  the  length  of  time  that  the  animal 
incubates  the  disease  before  showing  clinical  signs.  This  has  resulted  in  an 
apparent  susceptibility  of  certain  breeds  to  scrapie,  especially  the  Suffolk,  which 
has  a  relatively  short  incubation  period.  There  is,  however,  no  proof  that  any 
breeds  are  resistant  to  scrapie. 

Transmission  of  scrapie  may  occur  laterally,  between  unrelated  sheep,  or 
vertically,  from  a  sire  or  dam  to  their  offspring.  The  placenta  seems  to  play  a  very 
important  role  in  the  spread  of  the  disease,  with  a  high  risk  of  transmission  at 
lambing  from  an  infected  dam  to  her  offspring,  and  to  other  adults  and  lambs  in 
close  proximity  (often  those  animals  in  the  same  mothering-up  pen). 

Researchers  are  still  unsure  whether  infection  can  be  spread  to  the  fetus 
while  it  is  still  in  the  uterus,  or  whether  it  can  be  spread  by  embryo  transfer.  They 
also  question  whether  environmental  contamination,  or  subclinical  carriers  may 
pose  of  threat. 
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Clinical  signs 

Scrapie  is  seen  in  male  and  female  animals  between  2  to  5  years  of  age, 
with  peak  incidence  at  approximately  3  1/2  years;  it  is  rarely  diagnosed  in  animals 
below  1 8  months  of  age.  Most  experts  believe  that  the  majority  of  affected  animals 
contracted  the  disease  at  or  around  birth,  indicating  that  the  disease  has  a  variable 
but  long  incubation  period.  Death  losses  within  flocks  may  range  anywhere  from 
3  to  20%. 

Scrapie  causes  damage  to  nerve  cells  in  specific  parts  of  the  brain,  resulting 
in  a  mixture  of  any  or  all  the  following  clinical  signs: 

loss  of  condition. ..often  despite  a  good  appetite, 
biting  at  themselves,  or  making  'nibbling'  motions, 
rubbing  against  objects,  with  loss  of  fleece, 
abnormalities  of  gait,  including  'bunnyhopping',  lack 
of  balance,  and  high-stepping  with  forelegs, 
hypersensitivity  and  behavioral  changes,  including 
aggression  or  nervousness, 
lack  of  fever. 

recumbency,  and  occasionally  sudden  death. 


Diagnosis  and  Treatment 

Today,  diagnosis  is  based  upon  finding  characteristic  microscopic  changes 
in  the  brain  of  the  suspect  animal.  There  is  no  diagnostic  test  that  can  be  used  on 
the  live  animal,  and  no  successful  treatment  available  for  affected  animals.  There 
is  no  vaccine  available  to  aid  in  prevention  of  the  disease. 


Prevention 

Most  countries  in  the  world  that  import  sheep  require  some  type  of 
certification  about  flock  and  individual  animal  history  with  respect  to  scrapie.  Many 
countries,  including  Canada,  have  a  domestic  scrapie  control  program. 

To  prevent  scrapie  from  entering  a  flock,  careful  selection  is  required  when 
purchasing  new  animals.  The  following  guidelines  are  designed  to  help  buyers 
identify  flocks  or  animals  that  may  pose  a  risk  of  introducing  scrapie  to  their  flock: 
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1 .  Ask  the  owner  of  the  sheep  in  question  (or,  with  permission, 
his/her  veterinarian)  if  he/she  has  had  any  cases  of  scrapie, 
or  any  deaths  due  to  undiagnosed  neurological  disease  in  the 
flock. 

2.  Check  to  see  if  there  have  been  any  scrapie  positive  or  high 
risk  sheep  traced  back  to  their  flock. 

3.  Introduce  new  genes  to  a  flock  by  bringing  in  new  rams  (which 
are  lower  risk),  not  ewes. 

4.  When  new  ewes  are  introduced  to  a  flock,  have  them  lamb  in  a 
separate  facility  if  possible. 

Success  in  controlling  this  disease  in  the  years  to  come  will  depend  upon 
diligent  monitoring  by  flock  owners,  and  reporting  of  any  possible  cases.  The 
following  points  should  be  kept  in  mind: 

1 .  It  is  crucial  to  use  permanent  animal  identification,  and  to 
keep  detailed,  up-to-date  flock  records. 

2.  Any  animals  showing  signs  of  scrapie,  or  any  unusual  or 
unexplained  deaths,  should  be  reported  to  a  veterinarian. 

3.  Any  animals  showing  signs  of  disease  should  lamb  separately 
from  the  flock. 

4.  Good  hygiene  should  be  practised  around  the  lambing  area, 
particularly  by  removing  placentas  immediately. 


Relationship  of  Scrapie  to  Bovine  Spongiform  Encephalopathy  (BSE) 

There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  attention  paid  recently  to  a  disease  called 
Bovine  Spongiform  Encephalopathy,  or  "Mad  Cow  Disease",  as  it  is  referred  to  in 
the  United  Kingdom.  This  disease  of  cattle  is  believed  to  have  resulted  from 
feeding  cattle  protein  supplements  derived  from  scrapie  infected  sheep. 

BSE  has  recently  been  identified  in  a  beef  cow  in  Alberta.  This  cow  had  ben 
imported  from  the  United  Kingdom  prior  to  the  Canadian  ban  on  UK  cattle  imports 
(instituted  in  1990).  Canada  has  maintained  its  international  designation  as  free 
from  BSE,  on  the  basis  that  the  animal  did  not  contract  the  disease  while  in 
Canada,  and  that  it  appears  to  be  an  isolated  case. 


In  Canada,  measures  are  in  place  to  prevent  BSE  from  occurring.  Scrapie 
positive  animals  amy  not  go  for  slaughter  or  rendering,  and  raw  materials  from  any 
slaughter  animal  at  high  risk  of  incubating  the  infection  (by  their  association  with 
or  relationship  to  a  scrapie  positive  animal)  may  not  be  used  for  ruminant  protein 
supplements.  It  is  crucial  that  all  scrapie  cases  are  identified,  as  part  of  the  effort 
to  keep  Canada  free  of  BSE,  and  to  maintain  the  viability  of  the  Canadian  sheep 
industry. 

For  more  information  on  scrapie,  or  on  Agriculture  Canada's  control  program, 
please  contact  your  local  Agriculture  Canada  veterinarian. 


Dr.  Jane  Gates 
Animal  Health  Division 
Agriculture  Canada 


ITS  BAAAAACKH!    THE  ONLY  AND  ONLY 
'N ANTON  WOOL  POOL" 

*  Did  you  know  in  1992  the  pool  received  some 
of  the  highest  prices  for  wool  anywhere  in 
Canada! 

*  Seven  buyers  bid  on  the  pool  from  Canada 
and  the  USA! 

This  years  pool  is  scheduled  for  collect  on  March  19-20,  1994 

This  pool  specializes  in  clean,  top  quality,  well  prepared  reputation 
wool  -  if  you  have  such  wool  consider  the  Nanton  Wool  Pool. 

If  you  are  interested  in  consigning  your  clip  to  the  Nanton  Wool  L 
call  either  of  the  below  for  further  information: 

Keith  Andrews  at  640-2747 
George  Shaw  at  646-5844 
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CANADIAN  SHEEP  CLASSIC 


JUNE  10TH  &  11TH,  1994  COW  PALACE,  OLDS,  ALBERTA 

Sponsored  by  Canadian  Sheep  Breeders'  Association 

The  Alberta  Sheep  Breeders'  Association  is  proud  to  be  hosting  this  major  purebred  sheep 
show  and  sale.  We  would  like  to  invite  one  and  all  to  come  experience  our  Alberta  hospitality 
and  hopefully,  sunshine. 

Bring  your  appetite  for  the  Shepherds'  Social  on  Thursday  evening,  June  9th  and  the 
FREE  breakfasts  Friday  and  Saturday  mornings.  After  the  show  Friday  evening,  we  will  have 
a  banquet  at  the  Evergreen  Hall  with  award  presentations  and  "Sheep  Happenings" 
entertainment.  A  supervised  Pizza  Party  is  planned  for  those  who  would  like  babysitting  services 
while  attending  the  banquet. 

Shavings  only  are  allowed  and  will  be  supplied  with  good  quality  hay  available  for  sale. 
Pens  will  be  available  for  Tuesday,  June  7th,  with  arrival  by  Wednesday,  June  8th  at  10:00  P.M. 
Sale  headquarters  at  Sportaine  Inn,  403-556-3315.  Camping  with  hookups  is  available  across 
from  the  Cozv  Palace. 

We  hope  to  see  all  our  old  friends  and  look  forward  to  making  new  ones! 


Lana  Cadsand,  Director 

Canadian  Sheep  Breeders'  Association 


Mike  Rieberger,  President 

Alberta  Sheep  Breeders'  Association 
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1994  ALL  CANADA  SHEEP  CLASSIC  SHOW  AND  SALE 
OLDS,  ALBERTA 

SHOW  -  FRIDAY,  JUNE  10TH,  1994      SALE  -  SATURDAY,  JUNE  11TH,  1994 

Arrival  Time:  Thursday,  June  9th,  1994 

1 .  Entries  close  April  1 ,  1994.  Required  fees  must  accompany  entries. 

2.  Entry  fees  -  rams  -  $10.00,  ezves  -  $10.00. 

3.  All  animals  must  show  to  sell  and  must  be  presented  in  the  ring  for  sale-.  All  animals 
must  be  registered  purebreds  and  legibly  tattooed.  ALL  CANADIAN  SHEEP 
BREEDERS'  ASSOCIATION  REGISTRATION  CERTIFICATES  FOR  EACH 
ANIMAL,  PROPERLY  SIGNED  FOR  TRANSFER,  MUST  BE  PRESENTED  TO 
MANAGEMENT. 

4.  All  participating  animals  will  be  subject  to  the  Culling  Committee.  A  Health  Certificate 
issued  by  Health  of  Animals  Branch,  Agriculture  Canada  is  optional. 

5.  SALE  QUOTE:  No  limit  on  ezves.  MAXIMUM  of  2  rams  per  exhibitor  per  breed.  1 
ram  requires  1  ewe. 

6.  Substitutions  are  allowed  at  $5.00  per  animal  to  a  maximum  of  TWO  per  breed. 
Substitutions  may  be  made  on  spring  lambs  at  no  cost. 

7.  Ribbons  only 

BREEDING  CLASSES:  Each  breed  shows  separately  -  ALL  ANIMALS  MUST  BE 
BORN  THE  PROPERTY  OF  THE  EXHIBITOR. 

8.  Only  one  person  per  animal  will  be  allowed  in  the  show  ring.  Halters  may  be  used. 

9.  Please  use  separate  entry  forms  for  each  animal.  It  may  be  necessary  to  photocopy  this 
entry  form. 

10.  Failure  to  comply  with  the  above  rules  will  result  in  disqualification  from  the  show  and 
sale. 

CLASSES 

1.  Ewe  -  2  tooth  (yearling)  -  born  September  1,  1992  and  after. 

2.  Senior  Ewe  Lamb  -  milk  teeth  -  both  September  1,  1993  to  December  31,  1993. 

3.  Junior  Ewe  Lamb  (spring)  -  milk  teeth  -  both  January  1,  1994  or  later. 

4.  Champion  Ewe. 

5.  Reserve  Champion  Ewe. 

6.  Ram  -  2  tooth  (yearling)  -  born  September  1,  1992  and  after. 

7.  Senior  Ram  Lamb  -  milk  teeth  -  born  September  1,  1993  to  December  31,  1993. 

8.  Junior  Ram  Lamb  (spring)  -  milk  teeth  -  born  January  1,  1994  or  later. 

9.  Champion  Ram. 

10.  Reserve  Champion  Ram. 

11.  Group  of  4  animals,  both  sexes  represented,  not  more  than  2  rams. 

12.  The  follozving  breeds  must  show  in  short  fleece  (1 "  or  2.54  cm).  Border  Cheviots,  Dorset, 
Hampshire,  Oxford  Down,  Shropshire,  Southdown,  Suffolk  (other  breeds  may  be  shown 
in  short  or  full  fleece). 

MAIL  ENTRIES  TO: 

Canadian  Sheep  Breeders'  Association 
Reita  Widgill 
Box  260 

Borden,  SK    SOK  ONO 
(306)  997-4881 


The  Classifieds 


FOR  SALE  -  SHEEP 

RECENTLY  ESTABLISHED  in  the  Rimbey  area 
registered  Clun  Forest  sheep;  an  exceptionally  strong 
maternal  breed  known  for  lambing  ease,  longevity  and 
performance.  This  flock  is  maintained  and  lean  lamb 
produced  on  a  minimum  of  inputs.-  Flock  health  is 
achieved  through  vaccination,  deworming,  regular 
testing  for  OPP  and  inspection.  Visitors  and  inquiries 
are  welcome  by  contacting  Deena  Meadors,  Bluffton, 
843-4093  (3) 

150  PUREBRED  &  crossbred  Suffolk  ewes.  Bred  or 
unbred.  Neil,  Rocky  Mtn  House,  729-3827  (3) 

228  SUFFOLK  cross  ewes  &  rams.  Lambing  in  last 
week  of  April.  Raymond  or  Ruby,  Ardmore, 
525-2189  (3) 

1  -  4  YR  old  registered  Romanov  ram  &  1  -  2  yr  old 
Cheviot  ram.  John  or  Marie,  Sterling, 
756-2160  (3) 

FLOCK  DISPERSAL  -  180  crossbred  ewes -bred 
Suffolk,  due  to  lamb  Mar  15.  No  culls.  $100/head. 
Prefer  to  sell  flock.  Jennifer  or  Matt,  878-3359,  Hay 
Lakes  (Between  7-9  PM)  (3) 

25  -  2  YR  old  white  face  commercial  ewes  -  $100 
each.  10  -  4  yr  old  Romanov/Suffolk  ewes  -  $85.00 
each.  No  culls.  1  yr  old  Suffolk  cross  ram  -  out  of 
quintuplets  -  $150.00.  Reg,  Alsike,  696-3647  (4) 

20  DORSET  ewes  1-6  yr  olds.  Due  March  1st. 
Registered  Dorset  ram.  3  yearlings  -  1  -  2  1/2  yrs  old. 
Also  1  registered  Suffolk  ram  4  yrs  old.  Coyote  Acres, 
Patric  Lyster,  Vilna,  636-2894  (4) 

PUREBRED  REGISTERED  or  unregistered  Polypay 
ewe  lambs  &  rams.  Al,  Sangudo,  785-3587  (4) 

FLOCK  DISPERSAI  -  43  ewes  to  start  lambing  March 
13.  38  ewes  with  69  January  born  lambs  at  side. 
Kathy,  Tofield,  662-2748  (4) 

REGISTERED  SUFFOLK  ram.  Born  March  '93.  Twin. 
$200.00.  Bill,  Blackie,  684-3844  (4) 


BRIGHTBANK  FINN  sheep  has  for  sale  quality  Finn 
and  Finn  cross  lambs  from  multiple  births.  1/4  Finn  to 
3/4  Finn  ewes  (cross  with  Dorset  &  Texel)  are  available 
as  lambs  or  yearlings.  All  lambs  are  from  good 
mothering,  good  milking,  easy  lambing  ewes.  Visitors 
welcome.  For  more  information  or  to  arrange  a  visit 
call  Kathy  Playdon  at  963-0416,  Stony  Plain.  (4) 


POLYPAY  EWES  &  lambs  -  $100.00.  Also  2  Polypay 
rams  -  $150.00.  Lorna,  Ardrossan,  922-4523  (4) 

1  REGISTERED  Romney  ram.  $100.00  OBO.  Linda, 
Evansburg,  727-2588  (4) 

ROMANOV  CROSS  Suffolk  bottle  lambs.  Isabel,  Olds, 
556-3814  (4) 


FOR  SALE  -  GOATS 

2  NANNY  Saanens  &  2  pygmy  goats.  Lorna, 
Ardrossan,  922-4523  (4) 


PUREBRED  ALPINE  billy  goat.  No  papers.  Nanny 
goat.  Yearling  goat,  female.  Glen  &  Sheila,  Ryley, 
688-2220  (4) 

2  PYGMY  goat  billy  kids  -  black.     Anne,  Legal, 
961-2370  (4) 

4  ANGORA  nannies.  Colleen,  Camrose,  672-6688  (4) 

18  ANGORA  registered  goats  &  1  male.  Gloria, 
Mulhurst,  389-2354  (4) 

BEAUTIFUL  REGISTERED  Nubian  bucks.  2  milk 
goats  -  1  Nubian  &  1  Toggenburg  -  $100  each.  Laurie, 
Blue  Ridge,  648-2244  (4) 

SPANISH  MEAT  goats.  Yearling  &  2  yr  old  doelings. 
Open  or  bred.  Also  Cashmere  buck  5  yrs  old. 
'Awesome'  breeding.  Linda,  Irvine,  834-3877  (4) 


FOR  SALE  -  DOGS 

KOMMONDOR/PYRENEES  pups.  Ready  to  go.  Bob, 
Warburg,  848-2691  (3) 

MAREMMA  PUPPIES.  Have  been  raised  with  lambing 
ewes.  Excellent  working  parents.  Ready  Feb  1st. 
Curtis  Culp,  Dunster,  B.C.,  604-968-4309  (3) 

GREAT  PYRENEES  pups.  3  left.  Started  with 
livestock.  Cathy,  Okotoks,  938-4227  (3) 


BORDER  COLLIE  pups.  Black  &  whites  &  red  & 
whites.  First  shots  &  dewormed.  Also  started  dogs. 
Dorris,  Hay  Lakes,  878-3590  (3) 

KOMMONDOR/BORDER  Collie  cross  pups.  With 
Shots.  Raised  with  sheep.  $50.00  each.  Rita, 
Nampa,  322-2636  (4) 


BORDER  COLLIE  pups  ABCA  registered.  Ready  late 
February.  Both  parents  very  keen  workers  &  can  be 
seen  working.  Video  tape  available.  Dam  "Del'mar 
Jane".  Sire  "Jim"  son  of  dual  Supreme  &  Scottish 
National  Champ  "Wish".  Parents  eye  test  normal. 
$400  included  1  st  two  shots  &  eye  test  for  CEA.  Dave 
Ellison,  Kamloops,  604-828-2390  (evenings)  (3) 


DO  YOU  have  a  coyote,  wolf,  cougar  or  bear  problem? 
Guardian  dogs  are  the  only  animals  in  the  world  with 
thousand  of  years  of  instinct  to  protect  livestock.  Other 
animals  protect  themselves  &  may  or  may  not  chase 
predators  away  from  the  livestock.  The  truly  amazing 
guaradian  dogs  do  protect  the  livestock.  Call  for 
prices,  breeds  or  other  information.  Also  have  Border 
Collie  pups,  started  &  trained  dogs.  Top  imported 
lines.  Every  sale  guaranteed  to  suit  the  purchaser. 
Ron,  Sundre,  638-2836  (3) 


PUREBRED  AKBASH  puppies.  Excellent  guardian 
dogs.  Maggie,  Onoway,  967-3055  (4) 


FEMALE  PYREENES  puppy.  3  months  old.  Both 
parents  are  excellent  guard  dogs.  $225.00.  Joan, 
Tomahawk,  339-2118  (4) 


GREAT  PYREENES  pups.  Born  Feb  7.  Beginning  to 
be  raised  with  sheep.  Very  experienced  parents.  Both 
coyote  and  forestry  grazing.  Sheep  Ahoy  Ranch, 
Valleyview,  524-3521  (4) 

MALE  &  female  Border  Collies.  Trained  stock  dogs 
with  experience  on  grazing  projects.  Also  pups  6 
months  old.  Jane  or  Jeff,  Spirit  River,  864-2133  (4) 


ROUND  BALE  feeder,  3/4"  square  tubing  feeds  12  to 
16  sheep  at  a  time.  One  person  setup.  Controlled 
feed  access  with  movable  pins.  Kit  to  weld  $190  + 
shipping.     Assembled  $250  +  shipping.  Antoine, 


Strathmore,  533-2150  or  560-3666  (3) 


SHEEP  EQUIPMENT  -  includes  feeding  troughs  & 
dishes,  claiming  pens  &  a  self  feeder.  Lyle  Bowles. 
Maple  Creek,  Sask.,  306-662-2916  (4) 


MALE  DONKEY.  Good  with  sheep  &  cattle.  Harry, 
Vegreville,  632-2411  (4) 


CHANGING  HAYING  system.  420  New  Holland  baler 
with  1/4  turn  shute  -  $4200.00.  1 033  New  Holland  bale 
wagon  ($3800.00)  and  a  60A  Heston  stacker  with  pick- 
up assist  -  $4000.00.  Grant  Leroux,  Tisdale,  Sask., 
306-873-2208  (4) 


SURGE  MILKING  machine  system.  Surge  Alamo  Vac 
unit  with  Equalizer  1  Vac  Controller  (2.4  hp  230v);  50 
ft  -  2"  PVC  Vac  Line  with  5  outlets;  3  complete  bucket 
milkers  with  belts.      P  Bar  T  Farms,  Lundbreck, 
628-3914  (4) 


STOMP  COYOTE  problems  with  a  guard  donkey,  2 
weanling  Jennets  and  1  weanling  gelding  all  started 
with  sheep.  Bred  Jennets  also  for  sale.  Visitors 
always  welcome.  Else,  Mannville,  763-3749  (4) 


9  MONTH  old  white  standard  jack  -  $450  OBO.  Susan 
or  Hugh,  Warburg,  848-7648  (4) 


FOR  SALE  OR  TRADE 


FOR  SALE  -  MISCELLANEOUS 

PENNIES  &  Minutes  Cookbook.  A  sheep  farming 
family  puts  together  a  comprehensive  130  page  book 
of  recipes  that  farm  families  can  live  with.  If  you  are 
short  on  time  &  short  on  cash,  but  bip^on  appetite,  then 
this  book  is  for  you.  Box  459,  Maple  Creek, 
Saskatchewan  SON  1N0.  $9.95  +  $4.50  postage  & 
handling  (all  taxes  included)  or  go  together  with  a 
friend  and  buy  2  for  $25.00  total.  Call  Lucy  at  306- 
662-3190  for  more  information.  (3) 


NEW  VIDEO  -  Lamb  Survival  by  David  C.  Henderson 
author  of  The  Veterinary  Book  for  Sheep  Farmers  -  84 
minutes  long.  It  was  filmed  over  two  years  in  southern 
Scotland  in  both  low  &  hill  country  sheep  operations  & 
just  recently  released.  $49.95  +  postage  +  GST.  Cee- 
Der  Sheep  Products,  Box  2404,  Canmore,  Alta,  TOL 
OMO,  678-2220  (3) 


ONE  -  1993  fall  7/8  Romanov  ram  lamb.  TRADE  for 
Columbia  ewe  or  lamb  or  sell  for  $95.00.  Elsie, 
Mannville,  763-3749  (3) 


WILL  TRADE  purebred  yearling  Suffolk  ram  born  Jan 
24/93.  Twin.  FOR  good  Suffolk/Dorset  ram  lamb. 
Twin  &  fall  born.  Ted,  Bashaw,  788-241 1  (3) 


1  -  4  yr  old  purebred  Suffolk  ram  -  $1 00  or  TRADE  for 
Dorset  ram.  Wade,  Entwistle,  727-2004  (3) 


JOHN  DEERE  R  tractor  with  loader.  Loader  for  a 
smaller  tractor.  Also  16'  wren  pull-type  swather.  Hay 
conditioner  that  will  fit  an  IHC  4000  or  230  swather. 
New  set  of  rails  for  a  D6  cab.  FOR  sheep  or  possibly 
share-purchase  basis.  Keith,  Peace  River, 
971-2350  (3) 
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FOR  RENT 

HYDRAULIC  WOOL  sacker.  Pat,  757-2419  (4) 

DOUBLE  STAFF  hydraulic  foot  trimming  chute. 
Excellent  for  getting  sheep  ready  for  cutblock  work. 
Peter,  Cayley,  395-2221  (4) 

SHEARER  AVAILABLE 

SHEARER    AVAILABLE    for    both    Alberta  and 
Saskatchewan.  Wool  bags  &  hydraulic  wool  packer 
provided.  Kendell  Smith,  Lloydminster,  SK 
306-825-3770  (3) 

SHEARER  AVAILABLE.  From  $1.75/head.  Noel 
Downham,  Vilna,  636-2229  (evenings  or  early 
mornings)  (3) 

SHEARER  AVAILABLE,  south  central  Alberta.  Nick 
Warner,  Crossfield,  946-5290  (3) 

SHEARER  AVAILABLE,  Edmonton  area,  Philip 
Spence,  437-5889  (3) 


SHEARER  AVAILABLE.  Will  do  sheep  or  goats. 
Brian,  Breton,  696-3605  (3) 

EXPERIENCED    SHEARER   available.  Recently 
returned  from  Australia.  Will  travel.  Wayne  Garnett, 
Leoville,  Sask.,  306-883-2928  (Evenings  or 
early  AM)  (4) 

EXPERIENCED  SHEARER  available.  May  5th  -  Mid- 
June.  Garth  Hammond,  Edmonton,  459-8051  (4) 

SHEARER  AVAILABLE  for  smaller  flocks.  Hoof 
trimming  also.  783-6382  (4) 


WANTED  -  SHEEP 

FEEDER  LAMBS,  cull  ewes  &  breeding  ewes.  John, 
Westlock,  349-5203  (No  Sunday  calls  please)  (3) 

NORTH  COUNTRY  Cheviot  ewes  &  Lincoln  ewes.  Ed, 
Camrose,  672-6026  (3) 

20  SUFFOLK  yearling  rams.  Pete,  Cayley, 
395-2125  (4) 


WANTED  -  GOATS 

YOUNG  BILLIES  65-1 00  lbs  or  young  Nannies  70-1 00 
lbs.  Also  buying  mature  billies  &  nannies,  feeder 
lambs,  cull  ewes  &  rams.  Miles  Buswell,  Edmonton, 
988-5468  (4) 


WANTED  -  MISCELLANEOUS 

SOCK  KNITTING  MACHINE,  Marilyn,  Carstairs, 
337-3956  (3) 

GRAIN  HARVESTOR  cook  wagon,  lambing  or  sheep 
herder  wagon.  Any  condition.  Curtis  Gulp,  Dunster, 
B.C.,  604-968-4309  (3) 


LOST 

13  MONTH  old  white  (with  dark  markings  on  ears) 
female  Great  Pyrenees.  Answers  to  Maggie.  Initially 
shy  towards  strangers.  Tattoo  #  RGT  4A.  Last  seen 
A.M.  December  3/93  at  home  (Elnora,  Pinelake  area) 
wearing  white  braided  choke  chain.  Reward  offered! 
If  any  information  please  contact  Jim  or  Milly  at 
773-2136  (3) 


SERVICES  AVAILABLE 

STOCK  DOG  clinics,  lessons  &  demonstrations.  Ron, 
Sundre,  638-2836  (3) 

CUSTOM  WOOLEN  Mills  -  Processing  Sale  -  February 
&  March.  Batts,  comforters,  mattress  pads,  sleeping 
bags,  carded  wools,  yarns,  work  socks.  Full  details, 
Custom  Woolen  Mills,  R  R  #1,  Carstairs,  TOM  ONO, 
telephone/fax  403-337-2221  (3) 

SERVING  SHEEP  &  goat  producers  -  Sunbeam  and 
Lister  shearing  equipment  and  repairs,  livestock 
medicines,  lambing  and  kidding  supplies,  instruments 
and  equipment,  dairy  and  cheese  making  equipment, 
books  and  gifts,  show  equipment  and  supplies  and 
electric  fencing  equipment.  Cee-Der  Sheep  Products, 
Box  2404,  Canmore,  T0L  0M0,  phone  678-2220  (3) 

BOER  GOAT  buck  'Pioneer'  available  for  stud  service 
to  selected  does.  Boer  goats  are  the  new  meaty  goats 
of  the  future  from  south  Africa.  Pioneer  is  one  of  the 
first  7  boer  bucks  in  Canada.  Jim,  Onoway, 
967-4453  (3) 
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GRADING  &  marketing  of  all  grades  of  Canadian  wool 
to  world  markets.  Sheep  &  goat  supplies.  Free 
catalogue.  We  offer  prompt  service  &  very  competitive 
prices.  Quantity  discounts  available.  Canadian 
Cooperative  Wool  Growers  Limited,  918  -  1st  Avenue 
South,  Lethbridge,  Alberta  T1J  0A9,  phone  327-3760, 
fax  380-6982,  order  desk  1-800-567-3693.  Same  day 
shipment  by  mail,  bus  or  courier.  Contact  us  for  the 
wool  depot  in  your  area  and  wool  market  prices.  Wool 
advance  payments  upon  delivery.  "Serving  Canada's 
Sheep  Producers  -  Our  Business  is  Wool".  Piease 
note  -  Farmers  Feed  &  Supply  Ltd.,  4916  -  50th  Street, 
Stony  Plain,  963-9931,  Mon-Fri  8  AM-6  PM,  Sat  8  AM- 
5PM.  The  above  firm  will  receive  wool  on  behalf  of 
CCWG  between  the  times  stated  above.  They  also 
carry  a  stock  of  wool  sacks,  Lama  milk  replacer  and 
Weatherguard  sheep  mineral  plus  various  other  sheep 
feeds.  Canadian  Wool  Growers  initial  prices  for  wool 
are:  -  35-40C  for  domestic  wool,  50-60C  for  range  wool 
and  10-1 5c  for  bellies/PCS.  These  prices  are  initial 
payments  delivered  either  Lethbridge  or  Farmers  Feed 
&  Supply  Ltd.,  4916  -  50th  Street.  These  are  our 
prices  at  the  time  of  going  to  print,  if  you  wish  please 
check  with  our  Lethbridge  office  327-3760  for  any 
prices  changes.  (3) 


QUACKGRASS  CUSTOM  Wool  Mill  starting  in  April 
1994.  Quackgrass  Wool  Mill  will  begin  operations  in 
the  County  of  Camrose.  We  will  be  washing  &  carding 
wool.  The  wool  can  be  carded  into  batts  (72"  long)  or 
roves.  Bookings  can  be  made  by  calling  Colleen  at 
672-6688  (3) 

AT  STUD  -  ISDS  Imp  "Glen"  -  Agribition  high  seller,  a 
powerful,  classy  worker  from  England's  Longton  family 
-  9  different  championships  in  first  3  generations. 
Contact  owner  Terry  Knodel,  Schuler,  839-2341  or 
handler  Dale  Montgomery,  Maple  Creek,  SK, 
306-662-3667  (3) 


STOCKDOGS  -  The  coming  months  are  often  the  best 
time  of  the  year  for  training.  There  are  training  clinics 
available,  geared  to  teach  you  how  to  train  your  own 
dog  or  have  me  custom  train  your  dog  for  you.  If  you 
wish  to  host  a  clinic,  buy  or  sell  a  dog  -  call  Stuart, 
586-2747,  Westerose  (4) 


MAREMMA  MALE  at  stud.  Ted  Butler's  Italian 
imported  purebred  'Max'  is  ready  for  this  years  limited 
openings.  For  breeding  contact  Ted  at  286-4321, 
Calgary  (4) 
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EDITOR'S  NOTE 


Classified  Ads  and  Coming  Events  may  be  placed  in  Sheep  Footnotes  free-of -charge  by  contacting: 

Janet  Smalley  Terry  Sheen 

Cattle  &  Sheep  Branch  Field  Services 

#204,  7000  -  1 13  Street  Bag  3014 

Edmonton,  Alberta  Lethbridge,  Alberta 

T6H5T6  T1J4C7 

Ph:  (403)  427-5083  Ph:  (403)  381-5106 

FAX  (403)  427-1057  FAX  (403)  382-4526 


The  deadline  for  Classified  Ads  and  Coming  Events  is  the  24th  day  of  the  month  prior 
to  the  month  of  publication. 


Coming  Events  will  be  run  every  month  from  when  they  are  placed  until  the  event.  Please  Note: 
Events  should  be  placed  in  Coming  Events  at  least  6  weeks  in  advance  in  order  to  ensure  their 
publication  before  they  occur. 


Classified  Ads  will  run  initially  for  tivo  months,  unless  cancelled  after  the  first  month. 
After  the  first  two  months,  ads  may  be  renewed  each  month  by  contacting  Janet  Smalley 
at  427-5083.  Ads  must  not  exceed  two  column  inches  in  length  or  they  will  be  edited. 
All  ads  must  be  submitted  with  a  name,  an  address  and  a  phone  number  or  they  will 
not  be  run.  Sheep  Footnotes  reserves  the  right  to  restrict  the  length,  content  and  run  of 
any  Classified  Ad. 


EDITORS  OF  OTHER  PUBLICATIONS 


Material  in  Sheep  Footnotes  may  be  reprinted  in  other  publications,  but  source  must  be  stated 
and  content  of  articles  may  not  be  changed  without  authors'  permission. 
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Lambs 


Commentary 

The  latest  Canadian  livestock  inventory  report 
from  Statistics  Canada  indicates  that  the  Canadian 
sheep  flock  is  still  increasing  in  size.  This  is  in 
sharp  contrast  to  the  situation  in  the  U.S.,  as 
commented  on  last  month.  Similar  to  the  pattern 
in  the  cattle  herd,  expansion  has  been  aggressive 
in  Western  Canada  and  very  modest  in  Eastern 
Canada.  Alberta  total  flock  size  has  doubled  since 
1986,  and  is  now  at  its  largest  size  since  1965. 


Canadian  Sheep  Inventory  January  1 
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In  the  markets,  prices  have  been  disappointing 
this  winter  when  compared  to  expectations.  The 
biggest  negative  factor  by  far  has  been  the  sell  off 
of  the  U.S.  sheep  flock,  which  has  increased 
marketed  volumes  of  lambs  as  well  as  breeding 
stock.  Up  to  mid-March,  estimated  U.S.  lamb 
production  has  been  up  four  per  cent  compared  to 
the  same  period  in  1993.  Similarly,  sheep  and 
lambs  on  feed  in  the  16  major  states  on  March  1 


were  three  per  cent  above  the  1993  level.  Large 
inventories  of  lambs  under  105  lbs.  on  pasture  or 
crop  residue  in  the  U.S.  imply  a  continued  large 
supply  of  lamb  through  the  summer. 

Outlook 

Slaughter  lamb  prices  at  Canada  West  Foods, 
Innisfail  have  held  constant  at  the  $1.75  per  cwt 
level.  A  lower  Canadian  dollar  has  been  positive 
for  lamb  prices,  which  otherwise  would  have  been 
declining  as  has  occurred  south  of  the  border. 
Normal  seasonal  patterns  and  the  ample  supplies 
of  lambs  in  the  U.S.  system  suggest  current  prices 
are  probably  "about  as  good  as  it  gets"  for  1994. 
Alberta  prices  for  slaughter  lambs  on  a  live 
weight  basis  could  gradually  decline  to  $70  per 
cwt  or  lower  by  fall. 

Market  Strategies 

Canada  West  Foods  is  targeting  particular  fresh 
lamb  markets  and  therefore  requires  lambs  within 
a  narrow  grade  band  for  the  bulk  of  their  sales. 
The  Innisfail  packing  plant  is  currently  educating 
lamb  producers  on  the  type  of  finished  lamb  they 
are  most  interested  in  and  paying  premium  prices 
on.  They  are  now  offering  on-farm  grading 
services  and  have  hired  an  additional  buyer  to 
serve  producers.  Producers  can  contact  Canada 
West  at  a  new  toll  free  number,  1-800-363-6602. 

The  key  to  marketing  your  lamb  profitably  is 
knowing  what  market  you  intend  to  sell  to  and 
fulfilling  the  market  requirements.  Producers 
should  insure  their  market  access  by  contacting 
the  appropriate  order  buyer,  feedlot,  or  packer 
now  to  discuss  marketing  intentions.  Market 
alternatives  are  very  limited  and  price  discounts 
significant  if  sales  planning  isn't  carried  out  well 
in  advance. 


Slaughter  Lamb  Prices 


|an/92  |arv93 
Month  (to  Mar  94) 


San  Angelo  Choice  Railgrado  Equivalent 
.  CWFC  Railgraoo  Bids 


jan/94 


Nolo  Ma/  94  P"-«s  a/s  estimated 
"CWFC  rj  Canada  Wast  Food  Corpoialion 


Ron  Gietz 
March  28,  1994 
(403)  427-5376 
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REPRESENTATIVE  LIVE  SALES 


TYPE  OF 

TYPE 

PRICE 

AREA 

SHEEP 

OF  SALE 

HEAD 

LBS. 

($.'C  WT.) 

WEST 

Arrz./Cal. 

SI.  Lambs 

reel 

1  in  1  At\ 

Lnce,  Tlj  l-j,  hall  shrn-#l  pit,  JU-cent  slide  >  1  JO 

57.50-60  00 

Anz7Cal. 

SI.  Lambs 

1 0  400 

Cnce,  Tvj  l-J,  rail  shrn-rfl  pit,  JU-cent  slide  >  1  JO 

r  T  Aft    pf  m 

b 3  00  55.00 

Oregon 

Feeders 

Dir^t 

450 

1  1 5 

Medium  &  large  frame  tt  1  -2,  wooled.  FOB 

MOUNTAIN 

New  Mexico  SI.  Lambs 

Direct 

3.800 

1 20- 1 40 

Choice,  tew  prime.  TL>  Z-j.  shorn 

Carcass  Basis 

Wyoming 

SI.  Lambs 

Direct 

Z.J  jU 

\  A~)    \  Al 

i ^ j- 14/ 

Choice.  Tew  prime,  T b  /-J,  tt\  pelts 

bb. 00-59  44 

Wyoming 

SI.  Lambs 

1  400 

1  A  C 
1  15 

^noice,  rew  pnme,  1*0  l-J,  t*\  pelts 

50.00 

Wyoming 

Feeders 

Direct 

i  nnn 

i  i  n 

Medium  &  Urge  frame  U  1-2,  wooled.  30-cent  slide  over 

110      61 .00 

Wyoming 

Feeders 

Direct 

400 

1  1 5 

Medium  &  Urge  frame  it  1-2,  wooled,  delivered 

Colorado 

Feeders 

Auction 

1 58 

7  "i  at 

1  J-  70 

Medium  &  large  frame  #  1  -2 

jo.i>U-6b.00 

Colorado 

Feeders 

Auction 

238 

1 09- 1 1 2 

Medium  &  large  frame  ft  1  -2 

c c  nn  co  nn 

Colorado 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

30  1 

no  i-ic 
i lo- llj 

Good  &  choice 

in  r.c\  1  c  nn 

Colorado 

St.  Ewes 

86 

Mixed  age  with  lambs  at  the  side  (per  family) 

7 l  nn  qa  nn 

SOUTH  CENTRAL 

Texas 

SI.  Lambs 

Feedlot 

1 0.000 

1  00- 1 40 

L-noice,  few  prime.  To  L~^,  snorn/wool,  yield  oasis 

co  nn  o  en 

Oklahoma 

SI.  Lambs 

Auc  tion 

23  1 

95- 1 70 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-3,  shorn,  old  crop 

4s;  nn  c.n 

Texas 

SI.  Lambs 

Auctions 

370 

90- 1 40 

5?  00.^5  on 

Texas 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

150 

90- 1 1 5 

Choice'  few  prime.'  YG  23  Spring  ^   ^  ?^ 

6?  50-66  50 

Texas 

SI.  Lambs 

Auc  tton 

483 

1 00- 1 1 0 

Choice,  few  prime  YG  2-4  shorn  San  Angelo 

55  00-6?  50 

Texas 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

IJ26 

1 10-140 

Choice,  few  prime  YG  2-4  shorn  San  Angelo 

50  00-56  00 

Texas 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

566 

95- 1 00 

Choice  few  prime  YG  2-3  new  crop  San  Angelo 

68.50 

Texas 

Feeders 

Direct 

400 

1 00 

Medium  &  large  frame  tt  1  -2,  old  crop 

68.00 

Oklahoma 

Feeders 

260 

60-95 

Choice  &  fancy,  new  crop 

67  c0-Afl  50 

Oklahoma 

Feeders 

Auction 

235 

55- 1 30 

Choice,  old  crop 

57  50-6?  00 

Texas 

Feeders 

Auctions 

856 

60-90 

Medium  &  large  frame  0  1  *  old  crop 

fid  fio.^fl  on 

Texas 

Feeders 

Auction5 

2,220 

50-90 

Medium  &  large  frame  tt- 1 ,  Spring,  Goldthw3ite 

65  00-7  1  00 

Texas 

Feeders 

Auction 

1 ,348 

55-95 

62.00-67.50 

Texas 

Feeders 

Auc  tio  n 

674 

35-55 

Medium  &  large  frame  $1-2  new  crop  San  Angelo 

68.00-72.00 

Texas 

Feeders 

Auction 

3  032 

50- 1 00 

Medium  &  large  frame  $2,  old  crop,  San  Angelo 

50  00-61  50 

Oklahoma 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

1 79 

Utility  &  good,  Q  Reno 

10  00-19  00 

Texas 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

1  064 

Good,  Goldthwatte 

IP.  00-4P.  00 

Texas 

SI.  Ewes 

Auctions 

1  800 

Utility,  Go ldt-h waite/ junction 

27.00-38.00 

Texas 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

5  283 

Utility  to  choice.  San  Angelo 

32.00-43.50 

Texas 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

589 

Utility  to  choice,  San  Angelo 

42.00-48.00 

Texas 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

653 

Cull.  San  Angelo 

25.00-32.00 

Oklahoma 

St.  Ewes 

Direct 

400 

Yearlings  (per  head) 

75.00 

Texas 

St.  Ewes 

Auction 

1  45 

2-year-olds,  San  Angelo  (per  head) 

62.00-64.00 

NORTH  CENTRAL 

Midwest 

SI.  Lambs 

Feedlo' 

2  025 

1  15-142 

Ch..  few  pr.,  YG  2-3.  4%  shrink.  Fall  shorn-#l  pelt 

58.00-62.00 

Midwest 

SI.  Lambs 

Feedlot 

1  1 00 

1 18-134 

Ch..  few  pr..  YG  2-3.  4%  shrink,  wooled 

55.00-61.00 

Illinois 

SI.  Lambs 

Auc  tio  n 

1 24 

95- 1 ^5 

Choice,  few  prime.  YG  2-3.  wooled.  E  St.  Louis 

45.00-55.00 

Iowa 

SI.  Lambs 

Auc  tions 

377 

79- 1 16 

Choice,  few  prime.  YG  2-3,  shorn/wool,  KalonaySioux  City53_50-68.07 

Iowa 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

1 44 

1 27- 1 67 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-3,  shorn/wool,  Kalona 

42.00-5450 

Minnesota 

SI.  Lambs 

Auc  tion 

285 

1 10-137 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-3,  wooled 

50.00-54.00 

Missouri 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

360 

102-145 

Choice,  few  prime.  YG  2-4,  shorn/wooled 

48.25-58.25 

Nebraska 

SI.  Lambs 

Auc  tion 

1  1  1 

1 10-130 

Choice,  few  prime.  YG  2-4.  shorn/wool,  Omaha 

55.00-59.00 

N.  Dakota 

SI.  Lambs 

1  1 8 

1 23- 1 47 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-3,  wooled 

48.00-50.00 

S.  Dakota 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

669 

1 18-135 

Choice,  few  prime.  YG  2-3,  Fall  shorn-#l  pelts 

56.00-60.00 

S.  Dakota 

SI.  Lambs 

Auc-ion 

1  345 

1 1 0- 1 b0 

Choice,  few  prime.  YG  2-S,  shorn/wool,  some  muddy 

50.00-55.40 

Minnesota 

Feeders 

Auction 

20  1 

60-80 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2 

55.00-60.00 

Minnesota 

Feeders 

Auction 

1  7 A 

on  i  nn 
BU- 1 uu 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2 

52.00-56.00 

N.  Dakota 

Feeders 

Auction 

223 

85- 1 04 

Med.  &  Irge  frame  # 1  -2,  West  Fargo 

54.80-58.00 

S.  Dakota 

Feeders 

Auc  tion 

L  1 1 
Oil 

/  J-7B 

Med.  &  Irge  frame  #1-2,  Newell 

58.75-6150 

Iowa 

SI.  Ewes 

Auc  tion 

1 98 

1  "1  C    T  Tfi 
1  JJ-  UVJ 

Good  &  choice.  Kalona 

29.50-3450 

Iowa 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

247 

1 10-160 

Utility,  Kalona 

26.00-30.00 

Minnesota 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

1 1  j 

Utility  &  good,  S.  St.  Paul 

27.00-33.00 

Missouri 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

1 50 

Utility  &  good,  Mexico 

27.00-31.00 

N.  Dakota 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

86 

Utility,  West  Fargo 

26.00-28.00 

S.  Dakota 

SI.  Ewes 

7  1  6 

Utility  &  good,  Sioux  Falls 

27.00-34.75 

S.  Dakota 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

181 

Utility  &  good,  Newell 

3450-3850 

EASTERN 

Penn. 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

370 

80-1 10 

Choice.  YG  2-3,  wooled 

65.00-75.00 

Penn.. 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

155 

60-80 

Choice,  YG  2-3,  wooled 

75.00-85.00 

Penn. 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

302 

20-60 

Choice,  YG  2-3,  new  crop  1 

00.00-160.00 

Virginia 

SI.  Lambs 

Auctions 

225 

73-1 1 1 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  1  -3,  wooled  &  new  crop 

66.00-75.00 

Virginia 

SI.  Lambs 

Auctions 

293 

91-111 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  1-3,  wooled 

51.00-65.00 

Penn. 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

272 

Utility  &  good 

25.00-45.00 

Virginia 

SI.  Ewes 

Auctions 

1  19 

All  grades 

20.00-30.00 

LAMB 
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WHOLESALE  LAMB  MARKET  AND  DISTRIBUTIVE  CUT  MARKET 


W/E  03/18/94  FOB  CAF 

OMAHA  BASIS  NORTHEAST 
CERTIFIED  CL  YG  1-2 

55/DN 
60/  DN 
55-65 


CAF 
SO.  CALIF. 

(carlot) 
$1.47-1.49 


60-65 

$  1 .37- 1 .39 

65-75 

$1.32-1.34 

CARCASSES  YG  1-3 

55/DN 

60/DN 

$1.43-1.47 

60-65 

$1.52-1.62 

$1.35-1.37 

CARCASSES  YG  1-4 

++ 

55/DN 

$1.37  $1.42-1.425 

55-65 

$1.32  $1.37-1.375 

65-75 

$1.27  $1.32-1.325 

$1.30-1.32 

75/UP 

$1.13- 

1.17  $1.20-1.225 

BOXED  LAMB  CUTS:  YG  1-4**  DISTRIBUTIVE  TRADE 

W/E  03/1  1/94 

W/E  03/18/94 

VOLUME 

♦PRICE  RANGE  N.E.  COAST    SO.  CALIF. 

3-Way  55/DN 

300 

$1.52-134 

**YG  1-3 

773 

$1.65-1.67 

55-65 

**YG  1-3 

25 

$1.55 

Rack.  8-rib  7/DN 

225 

$3.00  $2.75-3.00 

7/UP 

1.550 

M$2.90-3.00  $2.90-3.10 

YG  1-3  7/UP 

**$3.40-3.60 

Shoulder,  cross  cut 

1,600 

M$0.85-0.90 

Chuck,  sq  cut,  split 

2.375 

M$0.90-0.95         $0.75-0.85  **$0.9S-I.05 

Loin.  4-inch  trim 

2.175 

M$2.80-2.90         $235-2.75  **$2.80-2.90 

Legs,  dbl  trtr  on 

1.400 

M$  1 .85-2.10         $1.85-2.00     **$  1.90-2.05 

Legs,  sngl  trtr  off 

1,900 

M$  1.90-2.20 

**$2.30-2.50 

Legs,  sngl  bnls 

380 

M$2.55-2.65 

Breast,  sq  cut 

I.I  00 

$0.33-0.45  $0.25-0.35 

Foreshanks 

2.180 

M$  1.20- 1.35  $1 

15-1.25      **$  1.40- 1.60 

I^ibs.  Denver  style 

50 

$1.40 

CERTIFIED  CL  YG 

1-2 

Rack.  8-nb  7/DN 

100 

$2.80-2.90 

7/UP 

350 

$2.90-3.65 

$3.50 

Chuck,  sq  cut,  spit 

250 

$1.05-1.20 

$1.00 

Loins.  4-inch  trim 

200 

$2.90-3.00 

$2.85 

Legs,  dbl  trtr  on 

$1.95 

Legs,  sngl  trtr  off 

300 

$2.00-2.25 

$2.40 

Legs,  sngl  bnls 

Breasts,  sq  cut 

600  $0.S0-0.65 

Foreshanks 

140 

$1.30 

$1.50 

•BOX-COUNT  BASIS 

**YG  3  OR  BETTER  WHERE  NOTED 

M  =  MOSTLY  (not  full  price  range) 

FEDERALLY  INSPECTED  SLAUGHTER  (Head) 

%THIS 

%THIS 

% 

WEEK 

WEEK  WEEK 

1994 

THIS 

vs 

vs  ENDING 

TOTAL  vs 

WEEK 

LAST 

LAST  03/05/94 

YEAR  1993 

(estimated) 

WEEK 

YEAR  (actual) 

TO  DATE  TOTAL 

SHEEP  117.000 

+4.5 

+  16.8  105.094 

1.109,000        +4  4 

CATTLE  617.000 

-1.4 

+5.9  623.581 

6.921.000  +1.6 

CALF  25.000 

+8.7 

+  1.2  24.923 

259,000  -6.1 

HOGS  1.804.000 

-2.6 

+4.6  1.755.680 

19,177,000  -3.1 

RED  MEAT  PRODUCTION  (rr 

illion  pounds) 

%  THIS 

%  THIS 

% 

WEEK 

WEEK  WEEK 

1994 

THIS 

vs 

vs  ENDING 

TOTAL  vs 

WEEK 

LAST 

LAST  02726/94 

YEAR  1993 

(estimated) 

WEEK 

YEAR  (actual) 

TO  DATE  TOTAL 

LAMB  76 

+  65 

+  15.2  68 

70.9  +3.7 

BEEF          435  9 

-1.4 

+  11.5  438.5 

4.910.7  +55 

VEAL  56 

+8  4 

+7.7  5.0 

58.3  -28 

PORK        332  9 

-2.6 

+5.5          314  9 

3.542.6  -14 

TOTAL  782.0 

-1.8 

+8.9          765  2 

8.5825  +24 

DRESSED  WEIGHT 

PERCENT  LAMB  SLAUGHTER 

THIS  WEEK  (EST.) 

65 

03/05/94 

964 

02/26/94  (ACT  ) 

65 

03/06/93 

955 

Comments 
WHOLESALE  CARCASS  TRADE 
W/E  03/18/94:  Compared  to  last 
week,  FOB  Omaha  and  CAF  East  Coast 
traded  steady  on  75-pound  and  down 
carcasses  and  steady  to  $2.00  lower  on 
75-85  pound  carcasses.  Yield  grade  3  or 
better  carcasses  weighing  less  than  65 
pounds  traded  steady  at  $147.00  FOB 
Omaha  basis.  CAF  California  carcass 
lambs  traded  steady  on  all  weights. 
Movement  was  slow  to  moderate  on 
light  tc  moderate  offerings  and  demand. 

Carcas  ses  Certified  by  USDA  Week 
Ending  03/11/94:  21,051,  18.8  per- 
cent of  estimated  slaughter. 

USDA  CUTOUT  VALUE,  W/E  03/ 
18/94:  NORTHEAST  TRADE, 
BASED  ON  INDUSTRY  YIELDS. 

This  week's  cutout  for  65/down  car- 
casses war,  valued  at  $  1 53.90,  up  $0. 1 9. 
The  65/u:)  carcasses  were  valued  at 
$154.18,  .ip  $0.19.  Note:  no  adjust- 
ments were  made  for  processing  or 
distributing  costs. 

DISTRIBUTIVE  TRADE  W/E  03/ 

18/94:  In  the  Northeast  distributive 
trade,  55/down  carcasses  traded  $  1 .00- 
$2.00  higher  compared  with  last  week, 
with  prices  ranging  from  $155.00- 
$  1 58.00.  Lamb  cuts  traded  mixed.  Racks 
were  steady  to  weak  and  loins  were 
mostly  weak.  Chuck  movement  was 
moderate,  at  steady  to  mostly  weak 
price  levels.  Legs  and  lightweight  car- 
casses were  mosdy  firm  for  the  Easter 
market.  Movement  was  mostly  slow  to 
moderate  on  moderate  offerings  and  a 
moderate  to  light  demand. 

NATIONAL  BOXED  LAMB  CUT 
TRADE,  W/E  03/1  1/94:  Compared 

to  the  previous  week,  boxed  lamb  cuts 
traded  mixed  with  racks  and  chucks 
weak  to  lower.  Legs  were  firm  to  higher 
on  good  seasonal  demand.  Movement 
was  moderate  on  moderate  offerings. 


Coming  Events 

1994 

April  21 

April  22-24 

April  29  -  30  &  May  1 
April  30 

April  30 
May  2 


NORTH  CENTRAL  SHEEP  SALES.  Fat  and  Feeder 
Lambs.  Edmonton  Public  Stockyards.  Deadline  for  sheep 
deliveries  at  all  sales  is  9:00  A.M.  All  sales  begin  at  1:30 
P.M.  For  additional  information  (sheep)  contact  Bruce 
McGhan,  R  R  #4,  Calmar,  TOC  OVO,  phone  985-3744  or 
John  Bolay  (goats),  R  R  M,  Westlock,  TOG  2LO,  phone 
349-5203. 

BEGINNERS  STOCK  DOG  TRAINING  CLINICS  with 
Stuart  Erskine.  Pasu  Farm,  Carstairs,  Alberta.  Contact 
Pasu  Farm  at  337-2800  for  further  information. 

BEGINNERS  STOCK  DOG  TRAINING  CLINICS  with 
Stuart  Erskine.  Tofield,  Alberta.  Contact  Ross  Spence  at 
662-3878  for  further  information. 

76TH  ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING  OF 
CANADIAN  CO-OPERATIVE  WOOL  GROWERS 
LIMITED.  Airliner  Inn,  1740  Ellice  Avenue,  Winnipeg, 
Manitoba.  9:00  A.M.  Noon  luncheon  will  be  provided.  For 
agenda  items  and  evening  banquet  tickets  contact  Donna  at 
613-257-2714. 

MONTHLY  SHEEP  AND  GOAT  SALE  at  Camrose 
Auction  Market,  672-4496,  Camrose  at  3:00  P.M.  Look  for 
display  of  Lazy  'S'  Sheep  Supplies.  For  further  information 
contact  Camrose  Auction  at  672-4496. 

REGULAR  MONTHLY  MEETING  OF  MOUNTAIN 
VIEW  SHEEP  PRODUCERS  ASSOCIATION.  All 

sheep  producers  zvhether  long  time  or  nexv  welcome  to 
attend.  For  more  information  call  Joanne  at  224-3026  or 
Mike  at  224-3743. 


TRI-COUNTY  SHEEP  PRODUCERS  ASSOCIATION 
REGULAR  MEETING.  Thorhild  Agri-Plex  (upstairs). 
7:30  P.M.  Contact  Pat  or  Doug  at  398-2305  or  Mike  at 
398-3993  for  further  information. 

BEGINNERS  STOCK  DOG  TRAINING  CLINICS  with 
Stuart  Erskine.  Treco  Ranch,  Pine  Lake,  Alberta  (Red  Deer 
Area).  Contact  Tom  Eggertson  at  749-2280  for  further 
information. 

SHEARING  AND  WOOL  HANDLING.  9:30  A.M.  - 
5:00  P.M.  $95.00  (includes  lunch).  Olds  College  Sheep 
Facility.  Topics  include  equipment  -  types  and  ones 
available  and  care/ maintenance  setting.  Also  hands-on 
shearing,  animal  rotation,  preparing  fleece,  shearing 
technique  and  properly  skirted.  Designed  for  the  novice 
sheep  producer  with  limited  experience.  Please  provide 
your  own  coveralls  and  rubber  boots.  For  more  information 
contact  Sandi  at  Extension  Services,  Olds  College,  556- 
8344  or  556-4722. 

NORTH  CENTRAL  SHEEP  SALES.  Fat  and  Feeder 
Lambs.  Edmonton  Public  Stockyards.  Deadline  for  sheep 
deliveries  at  all  sales  is  9:00  A.M.  All  sales  begin  at  1:30 
P.M.  For  additional  information  (sheep)  contact  Bruce 
McGhan,  R  R#4,  Calmar,  TOC  OVO,  phone  985-3744  or 
John  Bolay  (goats),  R  R  #1,  Westlock,  TOG  2L0,  phone 
349-5203. 

MONTHLY  SHEEP  AND  GOAT  SALE  at  Camrose 
Auction  Market,  672-4496,  Camrose  at  3:00  P.M.  Look  for 
display  of  Lazy  'S'  Sheep  Supplies.  For  further  information 
contact  Camrose  Auction  at  672-4496. 

TRI-COUNTY  SHEEP  PRODUCERS  ASSOCIATION 
REGULAR  MEETING.  Thorhild  Agri-Plex  (upstairs). 
7:30  P.M.  Contact  Pat  or  Doug  at  398-2305  or  Mike  at 
398-3993  for  further  information. 

REGULAR  MONTHLY  MEETING  OF  MOUNTAIN 
VIEW  SHEEP  PRODUCERS  ASSOCIATION.  All 

sheep  producers  whether  long  time  or  new  welcome  to 
attend.  For  more  information  call  Joanne  at  224-3026  or 
Mike  at  224-3743. 
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June  16 


June  25 


July  30 


August  27 


October  12  &  14 


NORTH  CENTRAL  SHEEP  SALES.  Fat  and  Feeder 
Lambs.  Edmonton  Public  Stockyards.  Deadline  for  sheep 
deliveries  at  all  sales  is  9:00  A.M.  All  sales  begin  at  1:30 
P.M.  For  additional  information  (sheep)  contact  Bruce 
McGhan,  R  R  #4,  Calmar,  TOC  OVO,  phone  985-3744  or 
John  Bolay  (goats),  R  R  #7,  Westlock,  TOG  2L0,  phone 
349-5203. 

MONTHLY  SHEEP  AND  GOAT  SALE  at  Camrose 
Auction  Market,  672-4496,  Camrose  at  3:00  P.M.  Look  for 
display  of  Lazy  'S'  Sheep  Supplies.  For  further  information 
contact  Camrose  Auction  at  672-4496. 

MONTHLY  SHEEP  AND  GOAT  SALE  at  Camrose 
Auction  Market,  672-4496,  Camrose  at  3:00  P.M.  Look  for 
display  of  Lazy  'S'  Sheep  Supplies.  For  further  information 
contact  Camrose  Auction  at  672-4496. 

TRECO  RANCH  32ND  ANNIVERSARY  OPEN 
HOUSE.  Dog  trials  and  Canada's  1st  Texel  Auction  Sale. 
More  details  to  follow.  Call  1-800-GOTEXEL  for  further 
information. 

ANNUAL  LAMBS  &  EWES,  RAMS  &  GOATS  SALE  - 
TOMPKINS  AUCTION  MART  LTD.  Tompkins, 
Saskatchezvan.  Lambs  on  October  12,  ewes,  rams  &  goats 
on  October  14.  Lambs  &  ewes  start  at  1:30  PM,  rams  at 
7:00  PM,  goats  to  follow.  All  stock  to  be  in  yard  early  the 
day  before  the  sale.  Contact  Mel  ]acques,  306-622-4320  or 
Buster  Brown,  306-582-6200  or  sale  yard  sale  -  weeks  only 
-  306-622-2122. 


faster 


Letters  ■  

 Your  Opinion 


March  20,  1994 

Wray  Whitmore 
Sheep  Footnotes 
204  -  7000  -  11 3  Street 
Edmonton,  AB 
T6H  5T6 


Dear  Wray  Whitmore, 

As  a  sheep  producer  for  many  years,  and  a  member  of  a  grazing 
association/contractor  group  for  the  past  8  years,  we  would  like  to  respond  to  the  article 
in  the  March  issue  of  SHEEP  FOOTNOTES  entitled  "Sheep  Producers  and  B.C.  Grazing". 

First  off  and  most  importantly  who  wrote  the  article  and  what  was  their  objective? 
The  writer  says  it  takes  a  lot  of  work  to  prepare  sheep  for  clearcuts  by  getting  them  back 
to  a  3  or  better  condition  score.  Isn't  that  where  sheep  should  be,  whether  they  are  going 
to  the  clearcuts  or  not?  Also  if  a  sheep  producer  is  raising  lambs  without  proper  feed  and 
supplement,  what  kind  of  producer  are  they  and  why  are  they  in  the  business?  It's  not 
so  much  the  condition  score  (unless  it's  below  2),  but  health  and  age  of  the  ewes  that  you 
will  use  for  clearcut  grazing. 

To  prepare  for  trucking  the  writer  says  at  least  two  days  notice  is  required  so  the 
sheep  can  gradually  be  put  off  water  and  feed.  We  have  found  sheep  kept  off  feed  and 
water  overnight  is  sufficient  precaution.  If  a  trucker  has  no  idea  of  how  to  handle  sheep 
then  give  him  a  few  pointers.  We,  the  producer  and/or  contractor,  should  be  there  to 
supervise  the  loading;  after  all,  your  sheep  are  your  investment.  If,  at  loading,  a  trucker 
has  to  ask  for  help  to  close  a  partition  because  the  compartment  is  too  full,  the  producer 
or  contractor  should  be  asking  why.  If  not,  then  it  is  his  responsibility  if  an  animal  arrives 
dead.  We  load  many  trucks  throughout  the  summer,  ewes  and  lambs  mixed,  and  when 
we  find  a  good  driver  we  treat  him  well;  they  will  do  the  same  for  you  and  your  sheep. 
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When  sheep  arrive  at  a  clearcut  site  they  should  not  have  to  eat  everything  that 
is  green.  A  properly  managed  contract  should  have  a  gathering  block  arranged  with 
Forestry  to  introduce  the  sheep  to  clearcut  grazing  so  no  damage  occurs.  How  do  you 
feed  barley  to  sheep  that  are  27  km  into  the  bush  up  a  logging  road?  Do  you  haul  in 
enough  troughs  for  1000  sheep?  (Not  to  mention  hauling  in  greenfeed)  If  barley  is  fed 
directly  onto  the  ground  the  waste  would  be  excessive.  Everyone  has  their  own  feeding 
regime  but  I  can't  imagine  why  5  bales  of  hay  and  8  pails  of  barley  (as  in  the  writer  s 
example)  is  enough  feed  for  100  sheep.  On  figuring  the  hay  and  grain:  Hay  @  50  lbs 
per  bale  (let's  say)  x  5  =  300  lbs  and  300  lbs/100  sheep  =  3  lbs  of  hay  per  sheep.  Grain 
@  20  lbs  per  pail  (let's  say)  x  6  =  160  lbs  and  160  lbs/100  sheep  =  1.6  lbs  per  sheep. 
Have  you  thought  how  the  sheep  would  react  when  fed  over  a  pound  of  grain  if  they  are 
not  accustomed  to  it?  Even  if  some  contracts  require  sheep  to  be  fed  before  new 
grazing,  it  is  not  to  fill  them  up.  It  is  only  to  put  something  into  their  stomachs  after  a  long 
haul.  Don't  the  sheep  go  out  in  the  morning  with  empty  stomachs  after  being  in  the  corral 
over  night?  A  long  term  contingency  plan  should  always  be  in  place  to  cover  any 
problems  that  may  arise  on  the  block  before  damage  occurs.  This  plan  should  be  made 
at  the  beginning  of  the  season  between  Forestry,  the  contractor  and  the  herders.  It  is 
then  updated  continuously  during  the  season. 

Producers  may  like  to  see  the  sheep  left  on  the  block  all  day  but  some  days  sheep 
do  not  want  to  stay  out  and  graze.  All  they  do  is  run  from  one  side  of  the  block  to  the 
other  causing  damage,  losing  weight  and  frustrating  the  herders  and  dogs.  So  why  not 
make  one  trip  back  to  the  corral?  They  will  return  to  the  block  more  contented  and  get 
the  job  done.  One  must  be  flexible  when  herding  sheep. 

If  sheep  come  home  with  a  1/4  inch  of  mud  on  their  flanks  and  bellies  the 
contractor  should  be  questioned,  ask  yourself  if  you  want  your  sheep  to  be  with  that 
contractor  the  following  year.  The  producer  should  always  be  aware  of  how  a  contractor 
treats  their  animals. 

We  agree  with  the  writer  that  the  herders  are  the  most  important  people  on  the 
whole  project. 

There  are  unanswered  questions  to  breeding  on  the  clearcut  versus  breeding  at 
home.  Some  of  the  factors  to  consider  are  that  sheep  should  be  bred  on  a  rising  plane 
of  nutrition  which  is  hard  with  fall  grazing  and  also  there  is  the  added  stress  on  the  ewes 
during  trucking  home.  As  well,  tending  rams  adds  extra  work  for  the  herders. 

If  producers  feel  contractors  are  bidding  too  low  and  there  is  no  money  left  for  the 
producer  who  wants  $20.00  a  sheep,  then  ask  for  $20.00  a  head  if  that  is  what  your 
sheep  are  worth  to  you.  If  you  do  not  get  your  price,  keep  them  at  home.  They  are  your 
sheep  and  you  should  be  doing  what  you  feel  is  best  for  them. 
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The  sheep  contractors  are  like  any  other  contractor,  they  have  to  place  competitive 
bids  to  win  a  contract.  If  the  cost  of  sheep  grazing  is  not  competitive  with  other 
silviculture  practices,  the  Forest  industry  will  consider  alternative  methods  to  grazing 
sheep  on  the  clearcuts. 


Yours  truly, 


Jocelyn  Atkin 

for  JAY  SPRINGS  RANCH 
Kamloops,  B.C. 


the  Bodman  family 
the  Cunningham  family 
the  Atkin  family 


-10- 


February  18 , 1994 


Dear  Sir, 

Would  you  please  place  the  following  letter  in  the  next 
Sheep  Footnotes.  Thankyou. 

On  February  11 , 12, &13» there  was  a  sheep  shearing  clinic  for 
advanced  shearers  who  already  knew  how  to  shear,   but  wanted  more 
training.lt  was  held  at  the  Lethbridge  Agricultural  Center  in  the 
new  Agricultural  sheep  barn.   The  facilities  were  excellent  with 
enough  sheep  for  everyone. 

The  instructor  was  Mike  McWilliam  from  "'yrtle  Foint , Oregon . 
Mike  is  a  shearerwith  broad  professional  experience  in  the  industry 
and  an  excellant  sheai  er  and  instr  uctor  .  He  is  a  member-  of  the 
united  States  oheep  ShearingSchool  which  holds  courses  for  shearers 
of  all  levels. A  beginner  course  which  last  for  five  days, an  advanced 
three  day  course,   and  one  day  refresher  clinics. 

All  the  shearers  had  hands  on  practice  while  Mike  pointed  out 
helpful  points  and  methods.  The  focus  of  this  course  was  not  on 
speed  but  quality.  If  too  many  second  cuts  were  being  made, he  would 
stop  the  shearer  and  help  him  correct  his  mistakes.   For  the  better 
quality  the  shearer  can  do,   the  better  quality  the  wool  is  and  ^- 
therefor  the  farmer  gets  more  money  for  his  wool.  Also,   if  the 
local  shearers  improve  their  technique  to  the  point  where  they 
are  good  enough,  more  local  farmers  will  use  them  instead  of  outside 
shearers . 

The  eight  sheares  in  attendance  were  one  from  B.C.,  five 
from  ALf?A  ,   two  from  3A3K.,and  one  came  all  the  way  out  from 
Prince  Fdwardlsland . Mike  had  all  of  the  shearers  shear  one  sheep 
so  he  could  -judge  where  they  were  in  experience  and  quality. 
At  the  end  of  the  course  the  sheep  that  were  first  shorn  could 
have  been  brought  back  to  be  reshorn..All  of  the  shearers  were 
making  alot  less  second  cuts,  had  learned  how  to  hold  the  sheep 
with  a  minimum  of  work  and  stress, and  to  properly  shear  the 
different  breeds  of  sheep. 

I  would  like  to  thankthe  Lethbridge  staff.  Dr.  Anne  McClelland, 
who  showed  us  how  to  properly  pick  up  a  fleece  and  throw  it  on  a 
skirting  table  to  be  skirted , rolled  and  tied  with  the  neck  wool. 
Albert  Middleton, Andy  Pittman,  and  Brian  Egland,  the  rousties  who 
kept  the  catching  pens  full,  the  boards  swept, and  the  wool  out  of 
the  way.   Charmaine  Wolostchuk  for  keeping  tabs  on  which  sheep 
sheared  went  with  which  fleece.  Also,   to  Geoff  and  Charmaine  for 
billeting  some  of  the  shearers. 

The  Canadian  Wool  Growers  donated  the  use  of  their  wool  packer 
and  supplied  coffe  and  donuts  every  day.  Plus  gave  the  shearers  in 
the  course  discounts  on  shearing  supplies. 

The  Alberta  Sheep  and  Wool  Commission  also  helped  by  taking 
up  any  shortfall  in  expences  that  the  tuition  did  not  cover. 

Special  thanks  goes  to  Kim  Stanford.  She  is  the  sheep 
specialist  for  the  southern  part  of  Alberta,  Kim  did  the  bulk 
of  the  organizing  for  the  course  and  continued  on  even  after  she 
had  her  baby  and  was  on  maternity  leave.  She  did  a  wonderful  job. 
Thankyou  very  much,  Kim. 
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Two  final  points . Farmers ,  if  you  want  to  gaurentee  that  you 
have  a  continued  market  for  your  wool,     it  has  to  be  handled 
properly.  One  by  insuring  that  it  is  sheared  properly.  Encourage 
your  shearer  to  do  a  good  job  and  to  take  updating  courses  to 
improve  his  shearing  skills.  The  second  by  insuring  NO  polyproplene 
is  in  the  wool.  The  wool  buyers  are  going  to  stop  buying  your 
wool  if  they  continue  to  find  poly  baling  twine  in  the  wool. 

Here  is  looking  foward  to  the  next  shearing  clinic. 


Kendall  Smith 
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DO  YOU  WANT 


$$$ 


TO  MAKE  MORE 
FROM  CARCASS  PREMIUMS? 

THEN  FILL  IN  THE  ATTACHED 

REGISTRATION  FORM  FOR  THE 

BLUE  TAG  PROGRAM  WITHOUT  DELAY 

IDENTIFY  WHICH  OF  YOUR  RAMS 

WILL  GIVE  YOU  THE  BEST  CARCASS  LAMBS 

A  LIMITED  NUMBER  OF  TAGS 
ARE  AVAILABLE  ON  A  FIRST 
COME  FIRST  SERVED  BASIS 

TO  BE  ELIGIBLE  FOR  THE  1994  SUPERIOR 
SIRE  REPORT,  ALL  LAMBS  MUST  BE 
SLAUGHTERED  AT  CANADA  WEST  BY  NOVEMBER 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 
KIM  STANFORD  AT  381-5150 
ANN  VERBOVEN  AT  295-1988 


Alberta  Sheep  Breeders'  Association 
1994  BLUE  TAG  PROGRAM 


Registration  Form 


Name:   Phone: 


Farm  Name:  Phone: 


Address:   Postal  Code: 


Approximate  Dates  of  Slaughter 

Estimated  Number  of  Lambs  to  Enter 

Number  of  Sires  to  be  Tested 


Total  Number  of  Tags  Requested  

Total  Tags  @  $1.00/tag  =  Total  Amount  Enclosed  $  

/  consent  to  the  publication  of  data  relating  to  the  performance  of  sires  that  I  enter  in  Blue  Tag  Program,  which  are  above- 
average  for  their  breed  in  muscling  lean,  or  monetary  returns. 

I  have  read  the  rules  of  the  Blue  Tag  Program  and  agree  to  abide  by  them. 

Signed:  

(Participant  in  Program) 

Please  return  this  form,  together  with  your  cheque  payable  to  the  Alberta  Sheep  Breeders'  Association  to: 
ASBA  Blue  Tag  Program 
c/o  Ann  Verboven 
212-6715  8th  Street  NE 
Calgary,  Alberta  T2E  7H7 

The  necessary  tags  and  forms  will  then  be  sent  to  you. 


The  Classifieds 


FOR  SALE  -  SHEEP 

25  -  2  YR  old  white  face  commercial  ewes  -  $100 
each.  10  -  4  yr  old  Romanov/Suffolk  ewes  -  $85.00 
each.  No  culls.  1  yr  old  Suffolk  cross  ram  -  out  of 
quintuplets  -  $150.00.  Reg,  Alsike,  696-3647  (4) 

20  DORSET  ewes  1-6  yr  olds.  Due  March  1st. 
Registered  Dorset  ram.  3  yearlings  -  1  -  2  1/2  yrs  old. 
Also  1  registered  Suffolk  ram  4  yrs  old.  Coyote  Acres, 
Patric  Lyster,  Vilna,  636-2894  (4) 


450  EWES,  1-7  yrs  old,  will  be  sold  as  bred  ewes, 
available  early  September.  Also  have  200  Rambouillet 
ewe  lambs.  Records  available.    Ben,  Magrath, 
758-6627  (5) 


100  EWES.  Allan,  Onoway,  967-5171 


(5) 


IMPORTED  TEXEL  sheep.  Now  taking  orders  for 
Texel  sheep  to  be  imported  from  Denmark  in  the  fall  of 
1994.  Also  have  ewes  bred  Texel.  Tom,  1-800- 
GOTEXEL  (5) 


PUREBRED  REGISTERED  or  unregistered  Polypay 
ewe  lambs  &  rams.  Al,  Sangudo,  785-3587  (4) 

FLOCK  DISPERSAL  -  43  ewes  to  start  lambing  March 
13.  38  ewes  with  69  January  born  lambs  at  side. 
Kathy,  Tofield,  662-2748  (4) 

REGISTERED  SUFFOLK  ram.  Born  March '93.  Twin. 
$200.00.  Bill,  Blackie,  684-3844  (4) 


BRIGHTBANK  FINN  sheep  has  for  sale  quality  Finn 
and  Finn  cross  lambs  from  multiple  births.  1/4  Finn  to 
3/4  Finn  ewes  (cross  with  Dorset  &  Texel)  are  available 
as  lambs  or  yearlings.  All  lambs  are  from  good 
mothering,  good  milking,  easy  lambing  ewes.  Visitors 
welcome.  For  more  information  or  to  arrange  a  visit 
call  Kathy  Playdon  at  963-0416,  Stony  Plain.  (4) 


POLYPAY  EWES  &  lambs  -  $100.00.  Also  2  Polypay 
rams  -  $150.00.  Lorna,  Ardrossan,  922-4523  (4) 


1  REGISTERED  Romney  ram.  $100.00  OBO.  Linda, 
Evansburg,  727-2588  (4) 

ROMANOV  CROSS  Suffolk  bottle  lambs.  Isabel,  Olds, 
556-3814  (4) 


PUREBRED  REGISTERED  Suffolk  sheep  -  2  ewes, 
born  in  1991  -  proven  good  mothers,  twins  &  triplets. 
1  ewe  -  born  in  1993  -  Waco  bloodline,  twin  and  1 
healthy  heavy-set  adult  ram  -  born  in  1990,  twin.  Julie, 
Chetwynd,  B.C.,  604-788-2542  (5) 

REGISTERED  ROMNEY  rams  -  1  -  2  yr  old  &  2 
yearlings.  Susan,  Beaverlodge,  354-2047  (5) 

BLACK  FLOCK  dispersal.  18  crossbred  ewes  bred 
80%  Columbian,  20%  Rambouillet.  Lambed  out 
December  '93.  No  culls.  1  unrelated  black  ram  - 
100%  Columbian  &  15  lambs  to  go  with  flock.  $2500 
OBO.  David  or  Eileen  Reid,  Cochrane,  932-2860  (5) 

300  OPEN  white-face  ewes  available  middle  to  end  of 
May  '94.  Your  pick  from  800  head.  $100  each.  Ron, 
Sundre,  638-2836  (5) 


FOR  THE  first  time  ever!  Briar  Glen  Farms  will  be 
offering  approximately  75-80  of  their  older  brood  ewes 
for  sale.  They  will  still  have  a  couple  of  productive 
years  left  to  give  their  new  owners  some  of  our 
excellent  lean  meat  producing  lambs.  The  bloodlines 
will  include  Dorsets  from  our  farmous  top  gaining 
R.O.P.  producers,  our  foundation  New  Zealand  ewes 
and  a  number  of  older  Happy  Valley  Rambouillet  ewes. 
This  is  an  excellent  opportunity  for  a  commercial 
producer  to  upgrade  their  present  stock  or  as  a  starter 
flock  for  someone  who  wants  a  long  line  of  producers 
who  have  remained  sound  and  productive  for  years. 
This  will  be  a  once  only  opportunity.  $150  each. 
Marilyn,  Strathmore,  934-4262  or  FAX  934-5027  (5) 


TWO-2  year  old  Suffolk  rams,  Waco  and  Fowler 
breeding.  Also  1  -  2  yrold  North  Country  Cheviot  ram. 
All  are  proven  breeders  and  are  of  good  quality.  Greg, 
Olds,  335-4136  (5) 


3  ROMANOV  rams.  Patty,  Linden,  546-2665  (5) 


GOOD  REPLACEMENT  ewe  lambs.  January  born.  All 
twins,  triplets  &  quads.  Brenda,  Bashaw, 
372-2493  (5) 


FOR  SALE  -  GOATS 

2  NANNY  Saanens  &  2  pygmy  goats.  Lorna, 
Ardrossan,  922-4523  (4) 

PUREBRED  ALPINE  billy  goat.  No  papers.  Nanny 
goat.  Yearling  goat,  female.  Glen  &  Sheila,  Ryley, 
688-2220  (4) 


2  PYGMY  goat  billy  kids  -  black.      Anne,  Legal, 
961-2370  "  (4) 

4  ANGORA  nannies.  Colleen,  Camrose,  672-6688  (4) 

18  ANGORA  registered  goats  &  1  male.  Gloria, 
Mulhurst,  389-2354  (4) 
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BEAUTIFUL  REGISTERED  Nubian  bucks.  2  milk 
goats  - 1  Nubian  &  1  Toggenburg  -  $100  each.  Laurie, 
Blue  Ridge,  648-2244  (4) 

SPANISH  MEAT  goats.  Yearling  &  2  yr  old  doelings. 
Open  or  bred.  Also  Cashmere  buck  5  yrs  old. 
'Awesome'  breeding.  Linda,  Irvine,  834-3877  (4) 

ONE  BRED  Saanen  doe  due  in  May.  2  open  Saanen 
does  born  in  1993.  2  Saanen  bucks  born  in  1993.  All 
are  healthy,  friendly  from  good  milking  stock.  Tatooed 
and  papered.  Erika  Vester,  Work  -  Olds  -  556-2299  or 
Home  -  Carstairs  -  337-2496  (5) 


2  FAINTING  goats  -  Tri-color  billy  born  Nov  '93  &  black 
nanny  born  Oct  '93.    Janet,  Ponoka,  783-4817  or 
783-2477  (5) 


A  VARIETY  of  nanny  goats  and  German  Shepherd 
cross  pup  for  sale.     Ronaye,  Ardrossan, 
922-2667  (5) 

NEUTERED  BILLY  goat  for  predator  control.  Tom, 
1-800-GOTEXEL  (5) 


FOR  SALE  -  DOGS 

GREAT  PYREENES  pups.  3  left, 
livestock.  Cathy,  Okotoks,  938-4227 


Started  with 
(4) 


KOMMONDOR/BORDER  Collie  cross  pups.  With 
Shots.  Raised  with  sheep.  $50.00  each.  Rita, 
Nampa,  322-2636  (4) 


DO  YOU  have  a  coyote,  wolf,  cougar  or  bear  problem? 
Guardian  dogs  are  the  only  animals  in  the  world  with 
thousand  of  years  of  instinct  to  protect  livestock.  Other 
animals  protect  themselves  &  may  or  may  not  chase 
predators  away  from  the  livestock.  The  truly  amazing 
guaradian  dogs  do  protect  the  livestock.  Call  for 
prices,  breeds  or  other  information.  Also  have  Border 
Collie  pups,  started  &  trained  dogs.  Top  imported 
lines.  Every  sale  guaranteed  to  suit  the  purchaser. 
Ron,  Sundre,  638-2836  (4) 

PUREBRED  AKBASH  puppies.  Excellent  guardian 
dogs.  Maggie,  Onoway,  967-3055  (4) 


FEMALE  PYREENES  puppy.  3  months  old.  Both 
parents  are  excellent  guard  dogs.  $225.00.  Joan, 
Tomahawk,  339-2118  (4) 


MALE  &  female  Border  Collies.  Trained  stock  dogs 
with  experience  on  grazing  projects.  Also  pups  6 
months  old.  Jane  or  Jeff,  Spirit  River,  864-2133  (4) 


TRICOLOR  BORDER  Collie  pups,  5  males,  6  months, 
from  working  lines.  Lisa,  Fort  Saskatchewan, 
998-9546  (5) 

FULLY  TRAINED  predator  control  dog.  Purebred 
female  Maremma.  Very  serious  about  her  work.  $600. 
Also  younger  actively  working  Pyreenes-Komondor 
cross  pups.  Marilyn,  Strathmore,  934-4262  or  fax 
934-5027  (5) 


BORDER  COLLIES  from  working  parents.  1st  shots. 
Dewormed.  $125.  Started  dogs  $500  &  up.  Doris, 
878-3590  (5) 

GREAT  PYREENES  pups,  ready  now.  Registered  & 
shots.  Parents  OFA  clear,  from  proven  guardian  stock. 
Companion  &  guardian  pups.  Also  adult  female.  All 
stock  guaranteed.  Helen,  Strathmore,  934-2778  (5) 

STOCKDOGS  -  CUSTOM  training,  purchasing  or 
selling,  assessments,  clinics,  lessons  or  advice.  Call 
Stuart,  Westerose,  586-2747  (5) 

REGISTERED  BORDER  Collie  brown  &  white  males. 
3  months  old.    C.J.  Coombs,  Lumby,  B.C., 
604-547-2215  (5) 

3  FEMALE  crossbred  guard  dogs.  Pyreenes/Kuvasz. 

4  months  old.  Raised  with  sheep.  Wayne, 
Beaverlodge,  354-2622  (5) 

MAREMMA  LIVESTOCK  guardian  puppies  as  seen  in 
U.F.A.  Farm  and  Ranch  magazine.  From  Ted  Butler's 
imported  Italian  Maremma  parents.  These  guardian 
dogs  are  really  working  out  well  for  sheep,  goats,  cattle 
and  even  ostrichs  with  no  predator  losses.  Give  Ted 
a  call  now  as  there  are  only  a  few  puppies  left.  Ted, 
Calgary,  286-4321  or  Mobile  651-6855  (5) 


FOR  SALE  -  MISCELLANEOUS 

SHEEP  EQUIPMENT  -  includes  feeding  troughs  & 
dishes,  claiming  pens  &  a  self  feeder.  Lyle  Bowles, 
Maple  Creek,  Sask.,  306-662-2916  (4) 

MALE  DONKEY.  Good  with  sheep  &  cattle.  Harry, 
Vegreville,  632-2411  (4) 


CHANGING  HAYING  system.  420  New  Holland  baler 
with  1  /4  turn  shute  -  $4200.00.  1 033  New  Holland  bale 
wagon  ($3800.00)  and  a  60A  Heston  stacker  with  pick- 
up assist  -  $4000.00.  Grant  Leroux,  Tisdale,  Sask., 
306-873-2208  (4) 


SURGE  MILKING  machine  system.  Surge  Alamo  Vac 
unit  with  Equalizer  1  Vac  Controller  (2.4  hp  230v);  50 
ft  -  2"  PVC  Vac  Line  with  5  outlets;  3  complete  bucket 
milkers  with  belts.      P  Bar  T  Farms,  Lundbreck, 
628-3914  (4) 

STOMP  COYOTE  problems  with  a  guard  donkey,  2 
weanling  Jennets  and  1  weanling  gelding  all  started 
with  sheep.  Bred  Jennets  also  for  sale.  Visitors 
always  welcome.  Else,  Mannville,  763-3749  (4) 


9  MONTH  old  white  standard  jack  -  $450  OBO.  Susan 
or  Hugh,  Warburg,  848-7648  (4) 


SHEEP  SCALE,  good  condition  -  $250.  Also  lever 
action  trimming  stand  plus  sundry  trimming  equipment 
items.  H.  Annis,  Ivermere,  B.C.,  604-342-9498  Keep 
Trying!  (5) 


AUSTRALIAN  LYCO  Diamond  fully  automated  pinning 
hydraulic  wool  press.  Handles  up  to  a  five  stand  shed. 
Dimensions:  9'5"  x  width  3'4"  x  length  3'  x  6".  Wheels 
6".  Also  includes  a  Pacific  Industrial  Platform  scale, 
model  FV-60KA1  with  a  60  kilogram  x  10  gram 
capacity.  Included  are  approx.  20  burlap  wool  bags  for 
baling.  Paid  $7,550  plus  shipping  in  1 992.  Used  three 
times.  Will  accept  $5,900  for  press  and  scale  or  will 
sell  separately  for  $5,000  press  and  $900  for  scale. 
Wendy,  Prince  Albert,  Saskatchewan,  306-922-5700  or 
306-922-5666  Monday  to  Friday,  9:00  to  3:00 
Saskatchewan  time.  (5) 


FEEDING  TROUGHS  for  500  ewes  and  1200  lambs. 
80  lamb  jugs,  25  portable  watereres,  sheep  &  lamb 
scale,  air  hoof  trimmers  with  sheep  cradle  &  portable 
lamb  creep  panels.  Ben,  Magrath,  758-6627  (5) 


FOR  SALE  OR  TRADE 


GREAT  PYREENES  pups.  Parents  excellent  working 
dogs.  Shots.  $250  or  trade  for  registered  Dorset 
ewes  or  registered  Nubian  does.  Lassie  Collie  pups. 
Shots.  $150  or  trade  for  registered  Dorset  ewes  or 
registered  Nubian  does.  Pygmy  goats  -  2  does  $75 
each.  1  doe  with  kid  -  $100,  2  bucks  $50  each  or 
trade  for  registered  Dorset  ewes  or  registered  Nubian 
does.  Hugh  or  Susan,  Warburg,  848-7648  (5) 


FOR  RENT 

HYDRAULIC  WOOL  sacker.  Pat,  757-2419  (4) 

DOUBLE  STAFF  hydraulic  foot  trimming  chute. 
Excellent  for  getting  sheep  ready  for  cutblock  work. 
Peter,  Cayley,  395-2221  (4) 


SHEARER  AVAILABLE 

SHEARER  AVAILABLE.  From  $1.75/head.  Noel 
Downham,  Vilna,  636-2229  (evenings  or  early 
mornings)  (4) 


EXPERIENCED    SHEARER    available.  Recently 
returned  from  Australia.  Will  travel.  Wayne  Garnett, 
Leoville,  Sask.,  306-883-2928  (Evenings  or 
early  AM)  (4) 


EXPERIENCED  SHEARER  available.  May  5th  -  Mid- 
June.  Garth  Hammond,  Edmonton,  459-8051  (4) 


SHEARER  AVAILABLE  for  smaller  flocks.  Hoof 
trimming  also.  783-6382  (4) 


SHEARER  AVAILABLE.  Central  Alberta  area.  Alby 
King,  Spruce  View,  728-3125  (5) 


ALL  RAMS  except  Texel  &  Icelandic  will  be  leaving 
Treco  Ranch.  Quality  Suffolk,  Romanov  &  Dorset  rams 
for  sale  or  trade.  Tom,  1-800-GOTEXEL  (5) 


1061  BALE  retriever  on  Ford  F600  truck.  Runs  good. 
$6000  or  trade  for  ewes  with  lambs  at  foot.  1 044  New 
Holland  bale  wagon  4000  or  trade  for  ewes  with  lambs 
at  foot.  Matt,  High  River,  395-2114  (5) 

VASECTOMIZED  TEASER  ram.  Ron,  Sundre, 
638-2836  (5) 


GREAT  PYREENES  pup  for  Romney  ram.  Cathy, 
Okotoks,  938-4227  (5) 


WANTED  -  SHEEP 

FEEDER  LAMBS,  cull  ewes  &  breeding  ewes.  John, 
Westlock,  349-5203  (No  Sunday  calls  please)  (4) 


800  EWES  for  May  1 5/94  -  Aug  24/94.  Robsin  Valley. 
Sara,  McBride,  B.C.,  604-569-2795  (5) 

BUYING,  FAT  &  feeder  lambs,  cull  ewes,  rams.  Also 
trucking  services  -  U  Deck  Custom  Sheep  Trailer. 
Floyd,  Blackie,  684-3573  (5) 


WANTED  -  GOATS 

YOUNG  BILLIES  65-100  lbs  or  young  Nannies  70-100 
lbs.  Also  buying  mature  billies  &  nannies,  feeder 
lambs,  cull  ewes  &  rams.  Miles  Buswell,  Edmonton, 
988-5468  (4) 


SERVICES  AVAILABLE 

GRADING  &  marketing  of  all  grades  of  Canadian  wool 
to  world  markets.  Sheep  &  goat  supplies.  Free 
catalogue.  We  offer  prompt  service  &  very  competitive 
prices.  Quantity  discounts  available.  Canadian 
Cooperative  Wool  Growers  Limited,  918  -  1st  Avenue 
South,  Lethbridge,  Alberta  T1J  0A9,  phone  327-3760, 
fax  380-6982,  order  desk  1-800-567-3693.  Same  day 
shipment  by  mail,  bus  or  courier.  Contact  us  for  the 
wool  depot  in  your  area  and  wool  market  prices.  Wool 
advance  payments  upon  delivery.  "Serving  Canada's 
Sheep  Producers  -  Our  Business  is  Wool".  Please 
note  -  Farmers  Feed  &  Supply  Ltd.,  4916  -  50th  Street, 
Stony  Plain,  963-9931,  Mon-Fri  8  AM-6  PM,  Sat  8  AM- 
5PM.  The  above  firm  will  receive  wool  on  behalf  of 
CCWG  between  the  times  stated  above.  They  also 
carry  a  stock  of  wool  sacks,  Lama  milk  replacer  and 
Weatherguard  sheep  mineral  plus  various  other  sheep 
feeds.  Canadian  Wool  Growers  initial  prices  for  wool 
are:  -  35-40C  for  domestic  wool,  50-60C  for  range  wool 
and  10-1 5c  for  bellies/PCS.  These  prices  are  initial 
payments  delivered  either  Lethbridge  or  Farmers  Feed 
&  Supply  Ltd.,  4916  -  50th  Street.  These  are  our 
prices  at  the  time  of  going  to  print,  if  you  wish  please 
check  with  our  Lethbridge  office  327-3760  for  any 
prices  changes.  (4) 


STOCKDOGS  -  The  coming  months  are  often  the  best 
time  of  the  year  for  training.  There  are  training  clinics 
available,  geared  to  teach  you  how  to  train  your  own 
dog  or  have  me  custom  train  your  dog  for  you.  If  you 
wish  to  host  a  clinic,  buy  or  sell  a  dog  -  call  Stuart, 
586-2747,  Westerose  (4) 

MAREMMA  MALE  at  stud.  Ted  Butler's  Italian 
imported  purebred  'Max'  is  ready  for  this  years  limited 
openings.  For  breeding  contact  Ted  at  286-4321, 
Calgary  (4) 


STOCK  DOG  clinics,  lessons  &  demonstrations.  Ron, 
Sundre,  638-2836  (4) 


CUSTOM  WOOLEN  Mills  -  processing  your  wool  into 
a  wide  variety  of  products  -  batts,  comforters,  mattress 
pads,  sleeping  bags,  a  variety  of  carded  wools  and 
yarns,  natural  and  dyed  colours,  blankets,  work  socks. 
For  details,  Custom  Woolen  Mills,  R  R  #1,  Carstairs, 
Alberta  TOM  ONO,  telephone/fax  493-337-2221  (5) 


EDITOR'S  NOTE 


Classified  Ads  and  Coming  Events  may  be  placed  in  Sheep  Footnotes  free-of -charge  by  contacting: 


Janet  Smalley 
Cattle  &  Sheep  Branch 
#204,  7000  -113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T6H  5T6 


Terry  Sheen 
Field  Services 
Bag  3014 

Lethbridge,  Alberta 
Til  4C7 


Ph:  (403)  427-5083 
FAX  (403)  427-1057 


Ph:  (403)  381-5106 
FAX  (403)  382-4526 


TJie  deadline  for  Classified  Ads  and  Coming  Events  is  the  24th  day  of  the  month  prior 
to  the  month  of  publication. 


Coming  Events  will  be  run  every  month  from  when  they  are  placed  until  the  event.  Please  Note: 
Events  should  be  placed  in  Coming  Events  at  least  6  weeks  in  advance  in  order  to  ensure  their 
publication  before  they  occur. 


Classified  Ads  will  run  initially  for  tzvo  months,  unless  cancelled  after  the  first  month. 
After  the  first  tzvo  months,  ads  may  be  renewed  each  month  by  contacting  Janet  Smalley 
at  427-5083.  Ads  must  not  exceed  two  column  inches  in  length  or  they  will  be  edited. 
All  ads  must  be  submitted  with  a  name,  an  address  and  a  phone  number  or  they  will 
not  be  run.  Sheep  Footnotes  reserves  the  right  to  restrict  the  length,  content  and  run  of 
any  Classified  Ad. 


Material  in  Sheep  Footnotes  may  be  reprinted  in  other  publications,  but  source  must  be  stated 
and  content  of  articles  may  not  be  changed  without  authors'  permission. 


EDITORS  OF  OTHER  PUBLICATIONS 


SHEEP  INDUSTRY  GRANT  CUT  

The  Alberta  Sheep  Industry  was  not 
spared  in  recent  government  budget 
cutbacks.  The  annual  development 
grant  was  cut  in  half  but  was  given 
a  three  year  lifespan.  The  main 
extension  program,  sheep  technician 
services,  has  also  been  cut  in  half 
over  the  past  two  years.  Sheep 
Footnotes,  Ram  Test  Station  and 
Specialists  have  been  spared  for  the 
time  being  but  could  be  affected 
next  year. 

Commission  Chairman  Sten  Lundberg 
stated  "We  expected  the  worst  so  we 
were  pleased  to  see  the  two  programs 
continued,  now  we  will  just  have  to 
refocus  our  strategies" . 


The  Alberta  Sheep  Industry  Task 
Force  and  Commission  Committees  plan 
to  examine  what  they  can 
realistically  do  within  the  new 
constraints.  Promotion  Committee 
Chairman  Lois  George  stated 
"Virtually  all  promotion  programs 
will  be  affected,  it  will  force  us 
to  concentrate  on  the  ones  that  have 
produced  the  better  results  ". 

Industry  Development  grants  over  the 
past  two  years  have  averaged 
$200,000.  They  have  been  used  to 
fund  promotions,  merchandising, 
market  development,  the  industry 
task  force,  research  and  a  number  of 
other  support  programs. 


GOOD  MERCHANDISERS  ARE  HARD  TO  KEEP 


For  the  second  time  the  Commission 
has  lost  its  lamb  merchandiser  to 
Canada  West  Foods.  Doug  Marbach  who 
came  on  stream  last  August  has  left 
to  join  CWF  as  a  fulltime  sales 
representative.  The  opening  occurred 
after  CWF  sales  manager  Gerry  Kelly 
left  the  company.  Kerry  Garchinski 
the  other  former  Commission 
merchandiser  is  now  sales  supervisor 
at  CWF.  Ray  Fielding  takes  on 
additional  responsibility  for 
eastern  Canada  sales. 
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LAMB  AND  WOOL  MARKET  REPORTS 
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SLOW  CLIMB  AFTER  FAST  FALL 

Time  and  again  market  crystal  ball 
gazers  are  humbled  by  sudden  and 
drastic  falls  in  the  lamb  market. 
For  the  past  year  the  market 
fundamental  has  been  the  declining 
American  sheep  flock  and  lower  plant 
throughput.  In  general  that  has  been 
the  driving  force  -  but  how  fragile 
it  really  is!  It  would  appear  that 
weather  conditions  and  market 
psychology  can  quickly  devastate  a 
strong  market.  Those  caught  on  the 
wrong  side  have  paid  dearly. 

January  is  traditionally  a  tough 
month  for  all  red  meats  -  something 
to  do  with  the  post  holiday 
doldrums.  Add  to  that  some  of  the 
coldest  weather  conditions  in  recent 
memory  on  the  USA  east  coast  and  it 
all  resulted  in  very  reluctant 
buyers.  Then  rumours  of  Imperial 
Valley  lambs  coming  off  early 
because  of  drought  and  further 
market  paralysis  set  in.  The  result 
-  heavy  lamb  prices  dropped  into  a 
market  black  hole  from  which  they 
are  still  trying  to  crawl  out  of. 
Lighter  lambs  fared  a  little  better 
but  at  the  time  of  writing  depending 
on  the  market  location  prices  are 
ten  to  twenty  dollars  below  this 
time  last  year. 

Interestingly,  opinion  in  the  USA 
continues  as  to  the  impact  of  the 
loss  of  the  wool  subsidy  and  higher 
grazing  fees  -  that  is  it  will 
accelerate  the  downsizing  of  the 
flock.  Yet  that  has  obviously  not 
affected  the  market  place  at  least 
not  yet. 

At  Canada  West  Foods  prices  have 
held  up  relatively  well  mainly 
because  they  do  not  deal  in  heavy 
American  style  carcasses.  However 
they  continue  to  face  fearsome  price 
competition  in  the  retail 
marketplace.  The  New  Zealand 
marketing  monster  remains  merciless 
and  relentless. 


Price  wise  -  at  this  time  of  the 
year  lamb  prices  traditionally 
increase,  but  cycles  are  becoming 
much  less  reliable.  However  with  no 
unforseen  problems  on  the  horizon 
prices  should  start  creeping  towards 
ninety  cents  plus.  But  then  there 
are  not  a  lot  of  domestic  lambs 
around  at  this  time  of  the  year. 


IT  SHOULD  ALL  BE  CLEAR  SOON 

At  the  time  of  writing  wool  prices, 
at  least  in  the  USA  had  not 
developed  a  firm  trend.  Producers 
and  some  pools  continue  to  hold  out 
for  higher  prices.  Some  sales  have 
been  made  up  to  $1.05  a  pound  for 
extremely  fine  range  wools  but  those 
are  the  exception  at  least  to  this 
time.  Prices  seem  to  be  hovering 
around  60  to  80  cents  for  medium 
range  and  30  to  50  for  domestic 
crossbred  type  wools. 

In  Alberta  the  CCWG  is  offering 
initials  of  60  cents  for  range  and 
40  cents  for  domestic.  By  the  time 
this  is  published  the  Nanton  Wool 
Pool  would  have  been  sold  and  the 
trend  will  have  been  set. 


MARKET  LINE 

OUR  2  4  HOUR  MARKET  HOTLINE 
IS  UPDATED  WEEKLY  TO  GIVE 
YOU  CURRENT   INFORMATION  ON 
LAMB  AND  WOOL  PRICES  IN  BOTH 
ALBERTA  AND  THE  USA. 

JUST  CALL  

1-295-3122 

AMERICAN  MARKET  LINE.... 

1-303-771-8503 
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Our  First  Year:  The  foundation  for  the  future 


Early  in  1993,  representatives  from 
Alberta's  major  poultry  and  livestock 


n  less  than  one  year  AFAC  has  quietly 
and  confidently  become  the  advocate 
for  Alberta  s  agricultural  animals  and 
the  industries  they  represent.  The  tim- 
ing is  right.  Canadian  agri-business  is 
the  new  focus  of  U.S. -based  animal 
rights  activists.  Now  is  the  time  for  a 
strong,  unified  voice  to  communicate 
responsible  animal  care. 


groups  checked  their  politics  at  the  door, 
and  stepped  forward  to  become  the 
founding  members  of  the  Alberta 
Foundation  of  Animal  Care  (AFAC). 

"We  realized  the  need:  to  stop  those  with 
little  or  no  knowledge  about  animal  pro- 
duction and  handling  dictating  changes 
to  our  industry.  What  we  didn't  realize 
was  the  scope,  not  only  of  the  need,  but 
of  the  desire  for  information  and  action," 
says  AFAC  Chairman  Randy  Archibald. 

"We  have  received  overwhelming  support 
from  our  industries  to  lead  the  way  in 
animal  welfare." 


The  AFAC  concept  of  informing  the  pub- 
lic and  producers,  as  well  as  our  industry 
cohesiveness,  has  been  lauded  by  respect- 
ed animal  behaviourist  Dr.  Temple 
Grandin  as  "far  ahead  of  U.S.  initiatives." 

AFAC  established  its  Calgary  office  on 
March  1,  1993.  A  priority  was  the  devel- 
opment of  a  communications  package 
including  logo,  brochure  and  newsletter. 
The  hands  of  the  logo  illustrate  care  and 
shelter,  and  that  the  future  of  the  indus- 
try is  in  our  hands.  The  newsletter 
name,  The  Perspective,  indicates  the  bal- 
anced intent  of  the  foundation. 

AFAC  was  publicly  launched  on  June  24 
in  Red  Deer,  receiving  broad  coverage  by 
all  major  agriculture  media. 

"We're  proud  of  our  first  year,"  says 
Board  Director  Ken  Rempel.  "We've 
made  a  solid  start  on  behalf  of  the  ani- 
mals and  our  industries.  And,  we've 
done  it  all  on  an  extremely  tight  budget." 

AFAC  is  funded  by  its  founding  member 
organizations,  and  corporate  and  individ- 
ual supporters.  The  list  is  growing: 
Alberta  Auction  Markets  Association; 
Canada  West  Foods;  Canada  Safeway; 
Olds  College;  Alberta  Venison  Council; 
and  Canadian  Feed  Industry  Association 
are  among  the  diverse  membership. 


"The  quality  programs  of  many  food 
companies  include  an  element  of  animal 
welfare,"  explains  Archibald.  "Consumers 
want  assurance  that  the  food  they  buy 
has  been  humanely  produced.  AFAC  pro- 
vides them  with  this  important  link  to 
producers." 

What's  ahead  for  1994?  Working  within 
its  financial  and  time  resources,  AFAC 
hopes  to  develop  an  animal  care  action 
line  and  resource  team,  impact  regula- 
tions affecting  animal  care,  work  with 
the  media,  and  monitor  animal  rights 
activities.  These  goals  coupled  with 
AFAC's  communication  of  positive  exam- 
ples of  animal  care  will  ensure  the  foun- 
dation continues  to  develop  from  a  posi- 
tion of  strength. 


Red  Deer  launch 


Alberta  Foundation  for  Animal  Care 

Annual  General  Meeting 


Wednesday,  March  16,  1994 

9:30  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m. 
Port  o'  Call  Inn 

1935  McKnight  Blvd.  N.E.,  Calgary 

The  public's  reaction  to  media-driven  misinfor- 
mation affects  your  business.  It's  time  to  take 
the  lead.  Join  AFAC  for  an  informative  day  of  its 
insights  and  actions  regarding  industry-driven 
animal  welfare. 


•  AFAC  Moving  Forward:  Year  One 

•  Farm  and  Food  Animal  Welfare: 
Who  is  Calling  the  Shots? 

•  Meet  the  Media  Workshop  -  Joanne  Lemke. 
Public  Affairs  Mgr.,  Alberta  Cattle  Commission 

•  The  Potential  and  Pitfalls  of  Communicating 
Today  -  Terry  Hockaday,  a  partner  in  Canada's 
leading  agricultural  communications  firm. 


Please  call  the  AFAC  office  to  confirm  your  attendance  (299-2675) 
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Canada's  Meat  Industries  Rated 
Amonq  the  Best 


T 


he  Canadian  meat  industry 
recently  sought  out  animal 
behaviourist  and  livestock  han- 
dling expert  Dr.  Temple  Grandin 
to  conduct  an  audit  of  major 
slaughter  plants.  This  unprece- 
dented industry  initiative  yielded 
not  only  beneficial  insights,  but 
noteworthy  praise  for  the  pro- 
gressive attitude  and  practices  of 
Canada's  beef  and  pork 
industries. 


Dr.  Temple  Grandin 


When  Dr.  Grandin 
speaks,  people  lis- 
ten. Her  opinions 
are  respected,  her 
messages  heeded, 
her  praise  mean- 
ingful. 


Temple  Grandin  is 

a  well-known  authority  on  animal  behav- 


iour and  handling,  and  a  respected  men- 
tor of  the  Canadian  meat  industry.  She  is 
the  assistant  professor  in  the  Department 
of  Animal  Sciences  at  Colorado  State 
University,  an  equipment  design  special- 
ist, and  author. 

Who  better  to  give  the  Canadian  meat 
industry  a  Grade  A  stamp  of  approval? 

At  the  request  of  the  Canadian  Meat 
Council,  Agriculture  Canada,  and  the 
Canadian  Federation  of  Humane 
Societies,  Dr.  Grandin  evaluated  11  major 
beef  and  pork  slaughter  plants  in  Alberta, 
Ontario  and  Quebec.  She  found  the  man- 
agement at  the  plants  very  cooperative 
and  progressive.  "Good  management 
attitude  is  the  single  most  important 
thing  to  ensure  humane  treatment,"  she 
emphasized. 

"One  large  beef  plant  and  one  pork  plant 
practiced  the  best  animal  handling  I  have 
ever  observed  in  North  America." 

Speaking  at  the  Western  Stock  Growers 
Association  Annual  Meeting  recently  in 
Calgary,  Dr.  Grandin  observed,  "Your 
cross-commodity  organizations  that  are 
working  together  for  animal  care  are 
years  ahead  of  efforts  in  other  countries. 
Your  attitude  is  progressive  and  open." 

Following  the  meeting,  AFAC  Chairman 
Randy  Archibald  and  Manager  Susan 
Kitchen  took  the  opportunity  to  speak 


with  Dr.  Grandin  regarding  AFAC's  role 
in  animal  welfare. 

When  asked  for  her  opinion  on  how  AFAC 
should  proceed,  she  said  "with  rational, 
reasonable  action." 

•  "Keep  your  doors  open,  and  continue 
showing  the  public  how  you  produce  and 
process.  .  .You  have  a  very  positive  story 
to  tell." 

•  "Work  with  your  researchers.  .  .You 
have  the  best  in  North  America." 

•  "Respond  to  the  misinformation  being 
fed  to  the  public  and  schools.  .  .The  ani- 
mal rights  battle  is  advancing." 

"We  are  very  grateful  to  receive  not  only 
her  support  of  AFAC's  mandate  and  pro- 
grams, but  her  thoughtful  recommenda- 
tions to  keep  us  on  track.  We  made  a 
great  leap  forward  on  the  learning  curve 
thanks  to  the  time  she  spent  with  us," 
says  Archibald. 

Dr.  Grandin  has  graciously  accepted 
AFAC's  request  to  be  an  Honourary 
Member,  saying  it  would  be  a  great  hon- 
our to  be  a  part  of  an  organization  that  is 
leading  the  way  in  animal  welfare.  "I  will 
keep  in  touch  and  help  you  whenever  I 
can." 

AFAC  looks  forward  to  Dr.  Grandin's  con- 
tribution. 


Animal  Care  Alert 


A  recent  incident  regarding  improper 
animal  care  presented  AFAC  with  an 
opportunity  to  test  its  concept  of  non- 
confrontational  settlement. 

When  asked  by  the  Alberta  SPCA  to 
become  involved  in  a  situation  requiring 
intervention  and  action,  AFAC  stepped  in 
to  talk  producer-to-producer.  The  issue 
was  handled  responsibly  and  quickly. 

Is  this  a  model  for  future  AFAC  involve- 
ment? "AFAC  recognizes  that  the  indus- 
try itself  has  a  duty  to  set,  monitor  and 
encourage  high  standards  for  responsible 


animal  care,  "  says  Board  Director  Bob 
Krueger.  "We  cannot  afford  to  ignore  or 
defend  inhumane  treatment." 

With  this  in  mind,  AFAC  is  developing  an 
animal  care  action  line  and  resource 
team  (ALERT)  which  promotes  a  concil- 
iatory, producer-to-producer  approach  to 
addressing  issues  of  improper  animal  care 
in  rural  Alberta.  An  Animal  Care  Action 
Line  may  also  be  part  of  the  ALERT  early 
warning  system. 

The  Alberta  SPCA  (the  animal  welfare 
enforcement  agency)  supports  AFAC's 


active  role  as  a  resource  of  the  livestock 
and  poultry  industries.  The  ALERT 
teams  will  assist  and  counsel  producers 
with  management  problems  to  ensure 
acceptable  standards  of  animal  care  are 
practiced. 

AFAC  welcomes  the  chance  to  cooperate 
with  the  SPCA  in  their  mutual  concern 
for  animal  welfare.  ^ 


Spreading 
the  Word 

Intuitive  players  in  the  agriculture  and 
food  industries  recognize  the  need  to  ask 
questions  about  animal  welfare  issues 
that  might  impact  their  businesses. 
They're  calling  AFAC  for  the  straight 
answers. 

Susan  Kitchen,  AFAC  manager,  presented 
the  facts  to  the  Federation  of  Gas  Coops 
in  Red  Deer  on  November  25.  The  audi- 
ence of  400  welcomed  the  opportunity  to 
hear  firsthand  of  matters  that  may 
impede  the  positive  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  their  industries. 

Joanne  Lemke,  board  member  and  PR 
manager  of  the  Alberta  Cattle 
Commission,  spoke  with  500  attendees  of 
the  January  25-26  Provincial  Agricultural 


Service  Board  Conference  in  Calgary. 
Her  presentation  was  very  well  received, 
and  supplemented  information  discussed 
at  the  next  day's  business  session. 

AFAC  will  respond  to  any  association  that 
wants  to  hear  some  straight  talk  about 
animal  welfare.  Call  Susan  Kitchen  at 
the  AFAC  office. 

Schools  Seek 
Balanced  Input 

A  recent  action  shows  the  importance  of 
AFAC  being  in  the  position  to  respond 
quickly  to  issues  when  the  arise. 

Alberta's  "Ag  in  the  Classroom"  program 
recently  held  a  special  development  semi- 
nar for  teachers.  "This  is  part  of  our 
ongoing  effort  to  help  students  have 


enough  information  so  they  can  be 
knowledgeable  participants  in  a  sustain- 
able food  system,"  says  Program 
Coordinator  Betty  Gabert. 

"Concerned  AFAC  members  heard  that 
the  Alberta  SPCA's  presentation  to  the 
teachers  implicated  agriculture  as  not 
being  able  to  provide  accurate  informa- 
tion regarding  animal  welfare.  The  Ag  in 
the  Classroom  program  was  criticized  for 
not  providing  the  facts." 

A  very  positive  meeting  was  held  mid- 
February  with  the  agriculture  industry 
and  the  Alberta  SPCA  representatives. 
"Thanks  to  AFAC's  action,  both  parties 
have  agreed  to  share  information  and 
work  together  concerning  the  animal 
welfare  content  in  Alberta's  educational 
materials."  f 


Humane  Transportation: 

A  move  in  the  right  direction 


AFAC  has  been  given  the  opportunity  to 
initiate  a  series  of  regional  consulta- 
tions that  will  feed  into  a  national 
review  of  livestock  and  poultry  trans- 
portation. 

The  review,  initiated  by  Agriculture  and 
Agri-Food  Canada  and  industry,  will 
lead  to  a  program  that  gives  Canada  a 
solid,  world-respected  transportation 
and  compliance  program.  AFAC's  rec- 
ommendations will  help  form  the 
framework  for  Canada's  new  humane 
transportation  of  animals  system. 


A  well-defined  humane  transportation 
of  animals  program  is  a  necessary  com- 
ponent in  the  whole  humane  animal 
care  system  promoted  by  AFAC  and  its 
provincial  affiliates.  "We're  glad  to  help 
guide  the  changes  to  Alberta's  industry 
rather  than  have  the  changes  imposed 
on  us,"  says  Board  Director  Ken 
Rempel.  "We  believe  we  can  provide 
valuable  input  that  will  be  recognized 
positively  by  animal  welfare  groups  as 
well  as  Canada's  key  export  trade  part- 
ners." ^ 


Careful  handling  makes  economic  sense. 


The  future  of  Alberta's 
livestock  and  poultry 
industries  is  in  our  ' 

This  is  the  essence 
captured  by  artist 
Doug  Jones  in  this 
wood  cut.  Drawing 
on  his  own  rural 
background,  Doug 
has  carved  this 
representation 
of  Alberta's  agricul- 
ture and  animals 
for  AFAC  promo- 
tional material. 


Membership  in  Action 


AFAC's  message  draws  its  strength 
from  the  strength  of  its  membership. 
"We're  very  gratified  that  even  in  our 
first  year,  we  have  attracted  the  atten- 
tion and  commitment  of  so  many  agri- 
food  businesses,  organizations,  and 
individuals,"  says  Board  Member  Pam 
Miller. 

Olds  College  has  been  one  of  the  orga- 
nizations to  quickly  identify  the  value 
of  their  association  with  AFAC.  They 
are  the  first  post-secondary  institution 
to  work  with  AFAC  to  promote  respon- 
sible animal  care.  "We  invited  AFAC 
founding  members  and  other  agri- 
industry  representatives  to  assist  us  in 
the  redesign  of  our  Animal  Welfare 
course,"  explains  Chuck  Howard, 
Acting  Dean  of  Agriculture  Production 


and  Animal  Science.  "Their  valuable 
input  provided  us  with  a  broad  founda- 
tion from  which  we've  put  together  a 
program  that  we  feel  is  second  to 
none." 

"We  will  continue  to  rely  on  these  same 
people  to  provide  our  students  with 
practical  firsthand  information  on  ani- 
mal welfare.  They  realize  that  animal 
welfare  is  an  important  issue  of  their 
future." 

Dick  Allen,  a  new  AFAC  member  and 
independent  operator,  is  also  looking 
toward  the  future. 

Allen  and  his  wife  Rae  own  Ghost  Pine 
Farms,  a  750  sow  farrow-to-finish  oper- 
ation in  Penhold,  15  miles  southeast  of 


Red  Deer.  They  market  about  16,000 
pigs  a  year  from  their  farm.  "I  learned 
about  AFAC  at  a  recent  Pork  Board 
meeting.  We're  worried  that  the  ani- 
mal rights  movement  will  come  in  with 
very  restrictive  legislation  that  may  not 
help  the  animals,  but  will  hurt  produc- 
tion. I  think  AFAC  has  a  more  reason- 
able approach  to  animal  welfare.  I 
believe  people  should  be  paying  more 
attention  to  improving  the  lot  of  ani- 
mals." tfy^ 

L-R  Randy  Archibald,  Ken  Rempel,  Jim  Feist— 


Right(s)  in  Our  Own  Backyard 


AFAC  Founding 
Members: 

•Alberta 

Agriculture 
•Alberta  Cattle 

Commission 
•Alberta  Egg 

Producers  Board 
•Alberta  Hatching 

Egg  Marketing 

Board 

•Alberta  Pork 

Producers 

Development 

Corporation 
•Alberta  Sheep  and 

Wool  Commission 
•Alberta  Milk 

Producers  Society 
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Producers 
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Growers'  Marketing 

Board 

•Western  Stock 
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Watch  out!  The  People  for  the  Ethical 
Treatment  of  Animals  have  a  new  home:  Canada. 

And  make  no  mistake.  Their  extreme  animal 
rights  ideology — abolition  of  animals  for  food, 
clothing,  sports,  entertainment,  research,  work 
or  pleasure — will  have  a  major  negative  impact 
on  many  of  our  industries. 

PETA  is  an  American-based  organization  with 
a  $10  million  annual  budget  and  350,000 
members.  They  are  skilled  and  sophisticated 
communicators  who  have  capitalized  on  the 
media's  fascination  with  confrontation. 
Likewise,  they  have  taken  full  advantage  of  the 
public's  distance  from  modern  agriculture  and 
food  production  practices.  PETA's  sensational 
messages  of  distorted  facts  and  half-truths  find 
the  uninformed  public  a  very  receptive  audience. 

Leslie  Ballentine,  executive  director  of  Ontario 
Farm  Animal  Council  (OFAC)  anticipates  an 
increase  in  smear  campaigns  against  Canadian 
companies  and  industries  that  rely  on  animal 
use,  in  subversive  so-called  fact  finding  missions, 
and  in  illegal  and  violent  actions  against  animal 
use  businesses  and  individuals. 


Indeed,  PETA  demonstrators  showed  up  at 
Ottawa's  International  Standards  Organization 
conference  convened  to  discuss  steel  jaw  leghold 
traps.  The  bloodied  face  of  a  protester,  her  arm 
in  a  trap,  gained  inside  front  page  prominence  in 
the  Calgary  Herald. 

Closer  to  home,  things  are  also  happening. 
PETA  flew  in  costumed  demonstrators  from 
their  U.S.  base  to  Edmonton's  World  Conference 
on  Animal  Production.  Fortunately  AFAC  was 
there  too.  Board  members  Ray  Fenton,  Ross 
Gould  (both  of  Alberta  Agriculture),  and  Joanne 
Lemke  (Alberta  Cattle  Commission)  worked 
behind  the  scenes  to  deal  with  media  queries. 
AFAC  provided  conference  organizers  with  infor- 
mation and  tactical  strategies  to  deal  with  the 
protesters. 

AFAC  also  responded  to  media  inquiries  provid- 
ing background  information  on  PETA  and  the 
animal  rights  activist  movement.  These  non- 
confrontational  strategies  successfully  defused 
PETA's  explosive  tactics.  The  demonstration 
had  little  effect  on  the  700  government  and 
industry  officials  from  72  countries  who  attend- 
ed the  conference.  ^ 
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CODES  COULD  BE  OUT  SOON 

NATIONAL  CODE 

Two  sheep  codes  of  practice  that 
have  been  in  the  development  stage 
could  be  released  soon.  The  review 
committee  producing  the  national 
code  held  its  final  meeting  in 
Calgary  last  January.  Alberta  was 
represented  on  the  committee  by 
Kathy  Playdon  former  Commission 
Chairman.  It  has  not  yet  been 
determined  when  the  code  will  be 
formally  released.  Codes  for  other 
livestock  and  poultry  commodities 
were  published  and  distributed  by 
Agriculture  Canada.  The  code  is 
intended  to  provide  sheep  producers 
with  acceptable  management  and 
animal  care  guidelines  in  sheep 
production.  With  Animal  Rights 
groups  constantly  looking  for  abuse 
situations  whether  real  or  imagined, 
livestock  and  poultry  producers  need 
practice  standards. 

GRAZING  CODE 

As  any  sheep  producer  knows 
production  practices  can  vary 
considerably  depending  on  what 
sector  of  the  industry  is  involved. 
The  national  code  of  practice  can 
over  sheep  production  from  a  general 
aspect  but  as  yet  does  not  cover 
specific  regional  practices.  One 
sector  that  was  identified  as 
requiring  a  separate  code  was  sheep 
grazing  projects.  Over  the  past  five 
years  these  projects  have  multiplied 
considerably  especially  in  Alberta 
and  BC.  In  1994  these  projects  could 
involve  60,000  head  owned  by  dozens 
of  producers  in  three  provinces. 
Problems  have  occurred  in  the  past 
with  handling  practices  on  sites. 
With  no  code  as  a  reference  neither 
contractors  nor  producers  had  any 
guideline  as  to  what  was  an 
acceptable  practice  on  grazing 
sites.  In  1993  the  Alberta  Sheep 
Grazing  Committee  initiated  the 
development  of  a  code  specific  to 
grazing  sites.  It  is  now  in  the 
final  stages  and  will  be  published 
this  June  by  the  Commission. 


Efforts  will  be  made  to  distribute 
the  code  to  those  Alberta  producers 
and  contractors  involved  in  grazing 
projects.  Copies  will  be  available 
from  the  Commission  office  -  free  to 
Alberta  producers.  An  American  wool 
clip  preparation  code  of  practice  is 
also  available  see  page  five. 


PROJECT  RECEIVES  GO  AHEAD 

The  Alberta  Forest  Service  has 
received  funding  to  continue  the 
Whitecourt  Forestry  Sheep  Grazing 
Project  for  another  year.  This 
research  project  is  determining 
which  types  of  grazing  practice  is 
most  beneficial  and  economic  to 
reforestation  sites  in  Alberta. 
Although  forestry  sheep  grazing  is 
operational  on  BC  sites  it  has  yet 
to  become  an  accepted  practice  in 
Alberta.  Climatic,  geographic  and 
target  vegetation  are  all  different 
from  BC.  The  goal  of  the  project  is 
to  provide  viable  operational 
options  to  Forest  Companies  when 
they  consider  using  sheep  for 
vegetation  control. 

If  Alberta  Forest  Companies  adopt 
the  options  it  should  open  up  new 
opportunities  for  producers  to 
supply  sheep  or  run  projects 
themselves  much  closer  to  home. 


SHEEP  ACCESS  APPROVED 

Another  grazing  opportunity  is  being 
presented  to  sheep  producers,  this 
time  on  public  lands.  An  amendment 
is  being  made  which  would  allow 
lease  holders  to  use  sheep  to 
rehabilitate  and  enhance  range 
lands.  This  change  would  facilitate 
the  use  of  sheep  without  affecting 
AUM  rates.  This  change  is  the  result 
of  research  done  on  the  A7  and 
Chattaway  Ranches.  However,  this 
opportunity  may  be  more  of  a 
challenge  as  initial  enquiries  add 
up  to  the  need  for  10,000  sheep. 
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SHEEP  INDUSTRY  LOSES  VISIONARY  AND  PIONEER 


The  Father  of  Forestry  Sheep  Grazing 
in  Canada  Bert  Smith,  passed  away 
last  December  20th.  For  those  of  us 
who  knew  him  personally  a  visionary 
and  friend  has  been  lost. 

Bert  was  born  in  North  Battleford 
Saskatchewan  on  April  22,  1913.  He 
spent  his  school  years  in  England 
and  later  lived  in  Armstrong, 
Meritt,  Williams  Lake  and  finally  in 
100  Mile  House.  At  various  times  he 
farmed,  logged  and  did  quite  a  bit 
of  sheep  herding.  As  a  shepherd  he 
herded  some  of  the  legendary  high 
range  flocks  of  the  BC  Interior.  He 
was  one  of  the  few  remaining 
connections  to  those  glory  days  of 
BC  sheep  ranching. 

He  also  raised  purebred  hampshire 
sheep  and  had  the  uncanny  ability  to 
consistently  win  carcass 

competitions  at  the  PNE  with  his 
very  small  flock. 

Bert  was  also  active  in  BC  Sheep 
politics  and  both  served  and 
survived  every  major  provincial 
sheep  organization.  He  was  outspoken 
in  his  commitment  to  the  BC  sheep 
industry.  His  dedication  and 
determination  to  the  sheep  industry 
was  evidenced  by  his  campaign  to 
create  sheep  grazing  on  forestry 
cutblocks.  Almost  singlehandedly  he 
fought  bureaucrats  and  politicians 
till  they  finally  gave  in  to  his 
idea . 

From  a  wild  idea  in  Berts'  mind  over 
fifteen  years  ago  it  developed  into 
a  five  million  dollar  industry 
involving  45,000  sheep  from  three 
provinces.  There  are  few 
developments  that  have  had  and  will 
continue  to  have  such  a  dramatic 
impact  on  the  Canadian  Sheep 
Industry.  Bert  has  been  honoured  by 
sheep  organizations  in  Canada  and 
the  USA  for  his  pioneering  efforts 


as  the  Father  of  Forestry  Sheep 
Graz  ing . 

A  shepherd,  a  sheepman,  a 
purebreeder,  an  outspoken  producers' 
champion,  a  visionary  -  Bert  was  all 
of  those  and  more.  To  me  and  many 
others  he  was  my  friend  and  mentor, 
we  will  miss  him. 

Thanks  Bert  we  are  better  for 
knowing  you. 

by  Will  Verboven 
Manager 

Alberta  Sheep  and  Wool  Commission 


FOUNDATION  RECEIVES 
BIG  BOOST 

Thanks  to  support  from  the  Horned 
Cattle  Trust  Fund  the  Alberta 
Foundation  for  Animal  Care  will  be 
able  to  undertake  an  ambitious  and 
pro-active  program.  The  grant  of 
$100,000  is  to  be  carried  out  over  a 
three  year  period.  It  will  involve 
such  areas  as  humane  transportation, 
producer  response  teams  and  other 
programs.  The  Commission  and  Canada 
West  Foods  are  both  members  of  the 
Foundation. 


SHEARERS  SHARPEN  SKILLS 

Eight  shearers  from  across  Canada 
attended  the  advanced  shearing 
school  held  in  Lethbridge.  An 
advanced  school  has  not  been  held 
for  some  time  in  Alberta.  Mike 
McWilliams  from  the  USA  was  the 
instructor.  The  school  was  sponsored 
by  the  Commission  with  support  from 
Alberta  Agriculture  and  Agriculture 
Canada . 


PROMOTIONS  AND  PUBLICATIONS 
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PROMOTIONAL  ITEMS 

CERAMIC  COFFEE  MUGS  $5.00 

WHITE  HATS  WITH  CREST  $9.00 

FRIDGE  MAGNETS  $1.50 

APRONS  WITH  CREST  $15.00 

LAPEL  PINS  $4.00 

STICKERS  WITH  CREST   $5/100 

DINNER  NAPKINS   $5/100 

Ail  of  these  items  feature  the  new 
four  colour  Canadian  Fresh  Lamb  logo, 
together  with  the  Alberta  Made  symbol 

Prices  include  GST,  Postage,  Handling 

PUBLICATIONS 

"Highlights  of  Sheep  History  in 
the  Canadian  West" 

by  Grant  MacEwen 

Soft  Cover    $15.00 

Hard  Cover   $30.00 


ORDER  FORM 

Please  Ship  the  Following  Items  To, 

Name :  

Address : 


Postal  Code: 


ITEM 


NO, 


PRICE 


TOTAL 


Sheep  Ranches  of  Western  Canada 
Historic  Map(1920) 

14"x  24"  $5.00 


Alberta  Sheep  Breeds 
Full  Colour  Poster 

English  or  Spanish   $5.00 


Thinking  About  Putting  Your  Sheep 
on  a  Forestry  Grazing  Project 
Information  Pamphlet 

Alberta  Sheep  Producers   No  Charge 

All  Others   $5.00 


Alberta  Lamb,   Feeder  and  Wool 
Marketing  Manual 

Alberta  Sheep  Producers   No  Charge 

All  Others   $5.00 


Code  of  Practice  for  Preparation 
of  Wool  Clips 

American  Publication 

Alberta  Sheep  Producers   No  Charge 

All  Others   $5.00 

Prices  include  GST,   Postage,  Handling 


TOTAL  AMOUNT  ENCLOSED  $. 


PAYABLE  TO: 

ALBERTA  SHEEP  &  WOOL  COMMISSION 
#212   -  6715  8TH  STREET  N.E. 
CALGARY,   ALBERTA  T2E  7H7 


PHONE:  295-1988 


FAX:  275-8009 


National  Library  ol  Canada 
Bibliotheque  natipnale  du  Canada 

III  111  II  III  I  III 

3  3286  50528  1721 


c  "Is 


sheep 
fcctnctes 


Volume  11,  Issue  5,  May  1994 


Market  Report  

Coming  Events  -   
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Lambs 


Commentary 

Alberta  slaughter  and  feeder  lamb  prices  were 
mostly  steady  in  the  late  winter/early  spring 
period.  The  Easter  season  passed  without  the 
typical  run  up  in  slaughter  lamb  prices.  Still,  local 
markets  were  very  positive  compared  to  the  U.S., 
where  prices  have  been  sliding  since  mid-March. 
A  downtrend  in  the  Canadian  dollar  has  benefitted 
Canadian  lamb  producers  along  with  other 
livestock  producers,  and  has  prevented  prices 
from  slipping  to  lower  levels. 

At  the  April  21  sheep  and  lamb  sale  in  Edmonton, 
prices  were  higher  than  in  earlier  sales  this  year. 
Good  slaughter  lambs  sold  for  $86-90  per  cwt  and 
feeders  were  quoted  at  $90-98.  Canada  West 
Foods  at  Innisfail  also  increased  their  bids  for 
new  crop  lambs  in  the  same  week  to  $1.76  per 
pound  railgrade,  while  prices  for  old  crop  lambs 
were  lowered  to  $1.70  railgrade. 

Lamb  markets  south  of  the  border  are  becoming 
increasingly  difficult  to  decipher.  While  there  was 
some  improvement  in  prices  in  the  late  winter 
period,  by  late  March  U.S.  lamb  prices  were  well 
on  their  way  to  lower  levels.  Prices  dropped 
sharply  in  April,  even  as  slaughter  volumes  were 
declining  sharply  below  1993  levels.  For 
example,  in  the  first  week  of  April,  U.S.  lamb 
production  was  estimated  at  24  per  cent  below  the 
same  week  last  year,  yet  Texas  prices  were  a  full 
$10  per  cwt  below  the  year  ago  level.  For  the 
first  14  weeks  of  1994,  lamb  production  is 
basically  on  par  with  1993  production,  yet  prices 
are  sharply  lower. 


Lamb  production  patterns  in  the  U.S.  this  year 
are  erratic,  with  wide  swings  in  output,  possibly 
related  to  ongoing  herd  liquidation  and  demand 
disruptions.  Given  sharply  lower  prices  compared 
to  last  year,  with  similar  overall  production 
levels,  U.S.  demand  for  lamb  must  be  classed  as 
poor  to  say  the  least.  U.S.  lamb  buyers  are 
severely  penalizing  heavy  carcasses  in  an  attempt 
to  avoid  problems  which  occurred  last  spring. 

Outlook 

Over  the  past  year,  seasonal  patterns  in  U.S.  lamb 
prices  have  been  of  limited  value.  While  in  a 
"typical"  year  prices  might  decline  gradually  from 
April  to  November  (See  Graph),  this  year  prices 
dived  sharply  in  late  winter.  Further  declines  in 
the  U.S.  market  seem  less  likely,  especially  with 
production  now  running  below  1993  levels.  A 
rebound  in  prices,  such  as  occurred  last  summer, 
is  definitely  a  possibility  if  buyers  suddenly  find 
themselves  caught  short  of  product.  In  Canada, 
the  sheep  producers'  fate  in  the  coming  months 
depends  at  least  as  much  on  trends  in  the 
Canada/U.S.  exchange  rate  as  on  developments 
south  of  the  border.  I  expect  a  modest  seasonal 
downtrend  in  Alberta  lamb  prices  this  spring, 
with  fall  prices  about  15-$  10  per  cwt  below 
current  levels,  assuming  no  major  shifts  in  the 
Canada/U.S.  dollar  exchange  rate. 


Ron  Gietz 
April  26,  1994 
(403)  427-5376 
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WHOLESALE  LAMB  MARKET  AND  DISTRIBUTIVE  CUT  MARKET 


W/E  04/22/94 

CERTIFIED  CLYG  I 

55/DN 
60/DN 
55  65 
60-65 
65  75 

CARCASSES  YG  1-3 

55/DN 
60/DN 
60-65 

CARCASSES  YG  1-4 

5S/DN 
55-65 
65  75 
75/UP 


FOB 
OMAHA  BASIS 


CAF 
NORTHEAST 


$1.52  1.62 


CAF 
SO.  CALIF. 


(cirlot) 
$1.40 


$1.37  $1.42-1.425 
$1.25  $1.30-1.305 
$1.15  SI.20-I.20S 
$0.88-0.97  $0.90-1.085 
BOXED  LAMB  CUTS:YG  1-4** 
W/E  04/15/94 
VOLUME*  PRICE  RANGE 


.30-1.33 
$1.23 


$1.40 

$1.30 


$1.18-1.20 
$1.10 

DISTRIBUTIVE  TRADE 
W/E  04/22/94 
N.E.  COAST      SO.  CALIF. 


3 -Way 


Rack.  8-rib 


55/DN 
**YG  I 
55-65 
**YG  I 
7/DN 
7/UP 
YG  1-3 
Shoulder,  cross  cut 
Chuck,  sq  cut.  split 
Loin.  4-inch  trim 
Legs,  dbl  trtr  on 
Legs,  sngl  trtr  off 
Legs,  sngl  bnls 
Breast,  sq  cut 
Foreshanks 
Ribs.  Denver  style 

CERTIFIED  CLYG  I 
Rack.  8-rib  7/DN 
7/UP 

Chuck,  sq  cut.  spit 
Loins.  4-inch  trim 
Legs,  dbl  trtr  on 
Legs,  sngl  trtr  off 
Legs,  sngl  bnls 
Breasts,  sq  cut 
Foreshanks 
•BOX-COUNT  BASIS. 


125 
3  7S0 
250 
3  25 
350 
2.125 
7/UP 
2.500 
2.300 
1.300 
9S0 
875 
350 
700 
1.725 
100 

2 

22S 
680 
295 

50 


$1.53 
$1.65-1.67 
$1.42-1.44 
$1.48 
$3.00 
M$2.75-3.00 

M$0. 80-0.85 
M$0.95-l.05 
M$2.70-2.75 
M$l.55-I.60 
M$l.60-I.70 
$2.15-2.25 
$0.30-0.43 
M$  1. 2  5- 1. 35 
$1.29-1.40 


$3.10-3.50 
$1.00-1.30 
$2.90-3.20 

$1.80-1.85 

$0.50-0.65 
$1.25-1.30 


$2.90-3.20 
$3.10-3.30 


$0.70-0.85 
$2.50-2.90 
$1.30-1.55 


$0.25-0.35 
$1.15-1.25 


>$3.50-3.60 

'$0.95-1.05 
'$2.70-2.80 
'$I.45-I.S5 
'$1.80-1.92 


►$1.40-1.60 


410 
120 

'YG  3  OR  BETTER  WHERE  NOTED 


$3.55 
$1.00 
$2.75 
$1.50 
$1.86 


$1.50 


M  =  MOSTLY  (not  full  price  range) 


FEDERALLY  INSPECTED  SLAUGHTER  (Head) 


X  THIS 

X  THIS 

X 

WEEK 

WEEK 

WEEK 

1  994 

THIS 

vs 

vs 

ENDING 

TOTAL 

vs 

WEEK 

LAST 

LAST 

04/09/94 

YEAR 

1  993 

(estimated) 

WEEK 

YEAR 

(actual) 

TO  DATE 

TOTAL 

SHEEP 

96.000 

+  4.3 

+  1.9 

87.392 

I.S9S.000 

-0.5 

CATTLE 

649.000 

+  4.8 

+2.5 

606.008 

9.965.000 

+2.0 

CALF 

23.000 

+  4.5 

+  9.0 

2  1.608 

375.000 

3.4 

HOGS 

1.812.000 

-0.3 

-2.4 

1.728.944 

28.021.000 

-2.0 

RED  MEAT  PRODUCTION 

(million  pounds 

) 

X  THIS 

X  THIS 

X 

WEEK 

WEEK 

WEEK 

1  994 

THIS 

vs 

vs 

ENDING 

TOTAL 

vs 

WEEK 

LAST 

LAST 

04/02/94 

YEAR 

1993 

(estimated) 

WEEK 

YEAR 

(actual) 

TO  DATE 

TOTAL 

LAMB 

6.2 

+  2.9 

0.0 

6.2 

103.2 

+  0.1 

BEEF 

456.1 

+  4.8 

+  8.2 

404.2 

7,043.7 

+  6.4 

VEAL 

5.2 

+  5.1 

+  8  3 

4.7 

84.5 

-0.6 

PORK 

334.7 

+  0.3 

-2.0 

330.3 

S.167.7 

-0.8 

TOTAL 

802.2 

+  2.9 

+  3.6 

745.4 

12.399.1 

+  3.1 

DRESSED  WEIGHT 

PERCENT  LAMB  SLAUGHTER 

THIS  WEEK  (EST.) 

65 

04/09/94 

93.2 

04/02/94  (ACT.) 

64 

04/10/93 

95.7 

Comments 

WHOLESALE  CARCASSTRADE 

W/E  04/22/94:  Compared  to  last 
week,  CAF  East  Coast  and  FOB 
Omaha  carcass  lambs  traded  steady 
on  75  pounds  and  down.  Carcasses 
weighing  75  pounds  and  up  traded 
$5.00-$7.00  lower,  FOB  Omaha,  and 
$2.00-$  I  0.00  lower,  CAF  East  Coast. 
Yield  grade  3  or  better  carcasses 
weighing  less  than  65  pounds  traded 
steady  at  $147.00  FOB  Omaha  basis. 
CAF  California  carcasses  traded 
steady  on  all  weights.  Movement  was 
slow  on  light  to  moderate  offerings. 
Carcasses  Certified  by  USDA 
Week  Ending  04/15/94:  Numbers 
were  not  available  at  press  time. 
USDA  CUTOUTVALUE.W/E  04/ 
22/94:  NORTHEAST  TRADE, 
BASED  ON  INDUSTRY  YIELDS. 
This  week's  cutout  for  65/down  car- 
casses was  valued  at  $143.61,  down 
$2.89.  The  65/up  carcasses  were  val- 
ued at  $140.21,  down  $2.89.  Note: 
no  adjustments  were  made  for  pro- 
cessing or  distributing  costs. 
DISTRIBUTIVE  TRADE  W/E  04/ 
22/94:  In  the  Northeast  distributive 
trade,  55/down  carcasses  traded 
steady  to  $2.00  lower  compared  with 
last  week,  with  prices  ranging  from 
$152.00-$  I  55.00.  Lamb  cuts  traded 
mixed.  Legs  and  hindsaddles  traded 
lower  on  a  light  demand.  Racks  and 
loins  traded  steady  to  firm.  Chucks 
and  backs  traded  unevenly  steady. 
Movement  was  slow  on  a  light  demand 
and  light  to  moderate  offerings. 
NATIONAL  BOXED  LAMB  CUT 
TRADE, W/E  04/15/94:  Compared 
to  the  previous  week,  boxed  lamb 
cuts  traded  unevenly  steady,  except 
for  legs,  which  traded  weak  to  lower. 
Movement  was  slow  on  light  to  mod- 
erate offerings  and  a  light  seasonal  de- 
mand. 


vv 


Representative  Live  Sales 


TYPE  OF 

TYPE 

PRICE 

AREA 

SHEEP 

OF  SALE 

HEAD 

LBS. 

WEIGHING  CONDITIONS 

($/CWT.) 

WEST 

Arlz./Cal. 

SI.  Lambs 

Direct 

12.640 

125-145 

Chce.YG  1-3,  Fall  shrn-#l  pit.  30-cent  slide  >  130 

50.00-54.00 

Ariz./Cal. 

SI.  Lambs 

Direct 

3.160 

100-120 

Chce.YG  1-3,  new  crop,  4%  shrink 

55.00-57.00 

Arlz./Cal. 

Feeders 

Direct 

40.800 

80-105 

Med.  &  large  frame,  #1-2  muscling,  new  crop 

55.00-56.00 

California 

Feeders 

Auction 

120 

75-105 

Medium  &  large  frame.  #1-2  muscling,  Spring 

69.50-75.00 

California 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

1  15 

Utility  &  good,  Dixon 

27.50-34.00 

MOUNTAIN 

Colorado 

SI.  Lambs 

Direct 

3.000 

125-160 

Choice,  few  prime.  YG  2-3,  30-cent  slide  >  1  30 

48.00-50.00 

Wyoming 

SI.  Lambs 

Direct 

1 ,0S0 

140-145 

Chce,  few  pr.,YG  2-3.  sold  @  130,  30-cent  slide 

45.50-46.00 

Wyo./S.D. 

SI.  Lambs 

Direct 

1.775 

149 

Chce.  few  pr.,YG  2-3,  shrn.  #1  pelts,  double  dress 

49.83 

Colorado 

Feeders 

Auction 

102 

33-49 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2,  Springers,  (per  head) 

•)■)  nn  17  no 

Colorado 

Feeders 

Auction 

427 

50-77 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1*2  muscling  Springers 

7  1 .00-78.00 

Colorado 

Feeders 

Auction 

154 

93-107 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2  muscling  Springers 

58.50-6  1 .75 

Montana 

Feeders 

Auction 

90 

70- 1 10 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2  muscling  old  crop 

48.00-49.00 

Colorado 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

261 

120-250 

Utility  to  choice 

23.00-33.75 

New  Mexico  SI.  Ewes 

Direct 

600 

Utility  &  good,  to  Mexico 

30.00-32.00 

Montana 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

610 

Cull  to  good.  Billings 

22.00-32.00 

Montana 

St.  Ewes 

Auction 

140 

Mixed  age 

49.00-60.00 

SOUTH  CENTRAL 

Oklahoma 

SI.  Lambs 

Computer 

350 

140 

Ch.,  few  pr.,YG  2-4,  shorn.  4%  shrink 

44.00 

Texas 

SI.  Lambs 

Feedlot 

9,000 

1 10-140 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4.  shorn,  yield  basis 

53.00-57.00 

Texas 

SI.  Lambs 

Feedlot 

1.000 

140-160 

Choice,  few  prime.  YG  2-4.  shorn,  yield  basis 

48.00-50.00 

Oklahoma 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

109 

1  OS- 145 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-3,  old  crop 

44.50-51.00 

Texas 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

ISO 

90-107 

Choice,  few  prime.  YG  2-3,  Springers 

51.50-55.00 

Texas 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

250 

100-135 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-3.  shorn,  #1-2  pelts 

45.00-50.00 

Texas 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

1  14 

100- 1 10 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  1-2,  new  crop,  San  Angelo 

55.00-61.00 

Texas 

Feeders 

Direct 

9.350 

60-100 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2,  new  crop 

55.50-62.00 

Texas 

Feeders 

Direct 

1,650 

85-100 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2.  old  crop 

49.00-50.00 

Oklahoma 

Feeders 

Auction 

188 

90-107 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2  muscling 

47.00-57.00 

Texas 

Feeders 

Auction 

1.950 

50-65 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1,  Springers,  Goldthwaite 

53.00-58.50 

Texas 

Feeders 

Auction 

1.050 

80-95 

Medium  &  large  frame.  #1-2  muscling,  old  crop 

52.00-53.50 

Texas 

Feeders 

Auction 

200 

55-90 

Medium  &  large  frame,  #1-2  muscling,  old  crop 

55.00-57.50 

Texas 

Feeders 

Auction 

3.476 

50-100 

Medium  &  large  frame.  #1-2  muscling,  Springers 

58.00-66.00 

Texas 

Feeders 

Auction 

1.369 

50-90 

Medium  &  large  frame.  #2-3  muscling 

50.00-S9.00 

Texas 

Feeders 

Auction 

855 

60-100 

Medium  &  large  frame,  #1-2  muscling,  old  crop 

48.00-52.00 

Texas 

SI.  Ewes 

Auctions 

7.735 

Utility  to  choice.  Goldthwaite/Junction/San  Angelo 

32.00-49.00 

Texas 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

1.534 

Utility.  Goldthwaite/Junction 

26.00-38.00 

Texas 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

860 

Good  &  choice,  San  Angelo 

47.00-50.00 

Texas 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

120 

Good  &  choice.  YG  4-5,  San  Angelo 

22.50-33.50 

Texas 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

855 

Cull.  San  Ancelo 

24.00-31.00 

Texas 

St.  Ewes 

Auctions 

950 

90-135 

Youne  ewes,  (per  cwt.) 

47.00-51.00 

NORTH  CENTRAL 

Iowa 

SI.  Lambs 

Computer 

618 

1 36- 167 

Ch..  few  pr..YG  2-4.  0-4%  shrink,  stop  wt.  @  140 

4S. 00-49. 00 

N.  Dakota 

SI.  Lambs 

Computer 

346 

140 

Ch..  few  pr.,YG  2-4,  shorn,  4%  shrink 

48.00 

Wisconsin 

SI.  Lambs 

Computer 

61  1 

1  19 

Ch..  few  pr.,YG  2-4,  shorn/wooled,  0-3%  shrink 

48.25-58.00 

Midwest 

SI.  Lambs 

Feedlot 

2,300 

107-140 

Ch.,  few  pr.,YG  2-3,  4%  shrink,  shorn/wooled 

50.00-58.00 

Midwest 

SI.  Lambs 

Feedlot 

2S0 

40-50 

Ch.,  few  pr.,YG  2-3,  4%  shrink.  Springers 

90.00-100.00 

Iowa 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

82  1 

39-67 

Ch..  few  pr.,YG  2-3,  Springers,  for  Greek  Easter 

73.00-1  17.00 

Iowa 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

1  12 

70-97 

Ch.,  few  pr..YG  2-3.  Springers 

'             r     •                   '      r  © 

61.00-90.00 

Iowa 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

130 

1  12-150 

Ch..  few  pr.,YG  2-3.  shorn/wooled,  old  crop 

41.50-56.75 

Minnesota 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

320 

1 10-153 

Choice,  few  prime.  YG  2-3,  shorn/wooled 

45.00-52.00 

Missouri 

SI.  Lambs 

Auctions 

214 

100-136 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-3.  shorn/wooled  &  Spring 

•           r           •                 ■                                      r  © 

45.00-52.60 

Nebraska 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

131 

1 10-130 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4,  Omaha 

49.00-54.00 

S.  Dakota 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

818 

97-1 19 

Chce.  few  prime,  YG  2-3.  Sioux  Falls 

56.00-60.75 

S.  Dakota 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

441 

142-157 

Chce,  few  prime.  YG  2-4.  old  crop,  wooled 

37.50-43.00 

Iowa 

Feeders 

Auction 

197 

33-48 

Medium  &  large  frame,  #1-2,  muscling 

75.00-105.00 

Minnesota 

Feeders 

Auction 

215 

80-100 

Medium  &  large  frame,  #1-2.  muscling 

45.00-52.00 

Nebraska 

Feeders 

Auction 

300 

60-100 

Medium  &  large  frame.  #1-2  muscling,  new  crop 

60.00-65.00 

S.  Dakota 

Feeders 

Auctions 

156 

78-105 

Medium  &  large  frame,  #1-2  muscling,  old  crop 

49.25-54.00 

Iowa 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

385 

1 10-240 

Utility  to  choice.  Kalona 

24.50-33.00 

Minnesota 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

128 

Utility  &  good.  S.  St.  Paul 

27.00-30.00 

Nebraska 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

300 

Cull  to  choice,  Palmyra 

25.00-34.00 

S.  Dakota 

SI.  Ewes 

Auctions 

I.I  76 

Utility  &  good 

26.00-35.00 

S  Dakota 

St.  Ewes 

Auction 

355 

120 

Open  ewe  lambs  (per  head) 

65.00 

S.  Dakota 

St.  Ewes 

Auction 

1.353 

130-132 

five-to-six  years  old  (per  head) 

56.50-57.50 

S.  Dakota 

St.  Ewes 

Auction 

722 

127-133 

Two  years  to  broken-mouth  (per  head) 

65.00-75.00 

S.  Dakota 

St.  Ewes 

Auction 

442 

Mixed  age  with  179  lambs  at  side 

77.00-77.25 

EASTERN 

Michigan 

SI.  Lambs 

Pool 

319 

129 

Choice.  YG  2-4.  shorn/wooled 

50.00-54.00 

Michigan 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

650 

100-140 

Choice,  YG  2-4,  shorn.  Manchester 

55.00-60.00 

Penn. 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

242 

80-100 

Choice.  YG  2-3,  wooled 

55.00-65.00 

Penn. 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

242 

70-130 

Good  &  choice,  YG  2-3,  wooled 

45.00-55.00 

Penn. 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

1  19 

60-100 

Choice.  YG  2-3.  new  crop 

62.00-100.00 

Virginia 

SI  Lambs 

Auctions 

124 

43-124 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  1-3,  mixed  new  and  old  crop 

55.00-67.00 

Virginia 

SI.  Lambs 

Auctions 

93 

86  1  10 

Choice,  few  prime.  YG  1-3,  mixed  new  and  old  crop 

65.00-70.00 

Michigan 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

400 

All  grades,  Manchester 

20.00-30.00 

Penn. 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

218 

Utility  &  good 

20.00-40.00 

-n- 


oming  Events 


1994 


May  19 


NORTH  CENTRAL  SHEEP  SALES.  Fat  and  Feeder 
Lambs.  Edmonton  Public  Stockyards.  Deadline  for  sheep 
deliveries  at  all  sales  is  9:00  A.M.  All  sales  begin  at  1:30 
P.M.  For  additional  information  (sheep)  contact  Bruce 
McGhan,  R  R#4,  Calmar,  TOC  OVO,  phone  985-3744  or 
John  Bolay  (goats),  R  R  #1,  Westlock,  TOG  2LO,  phone 
349-5203. 


May  28 


MONTHLY  SHEEP  AND  GOAT  SALE  at  Camrose 
Auction  Market,  672-4496,  Camrose  at  3:00  P.M.  Look  for 
display  of  Lazy  'S'  Sheep  Supplies.  For  further  information 
contact  Camrose  Auction  at  672-4496. 


June  1 


TRI-COUNTY  SHEEP  PRODUCERS  ASSOCIATION 
REGULAR  MEETING.  Thorhild  Agri-Plex  (upstairs). 
7:30  P.M.  Contact  Pat  or  Doug  at  398-2305  or  Mike  at 
398-3993  for  further  information. 


June  6 


REGULAR  MONTHLY  MEETING  OF  MOUNTAIN 
VIEW  SHEEP  PRODUCERS  ASSOCIATION.  All 

sheep  producers  whether  long  time  or  new  welcome  to 
attend.  For  more  information  call  Joanne  at  224-3026  or 
Mike  at  224-3743. 


June  10&11 


ALL-CANADA  CLASSIC  SHEEP  SHOW  AND  SALE. 

Show  9  A.M.,  Sale  10  A.M.  Trade  Show  Booths  available. 
Call  784-3511  for  more  information. 


-5- 


June  16  NORTH  CENTRAL  SHEEP  SALES.    Fat  and  Feeder 

Lambs.  Edmonton  Public  Stockyards.  Deadline  for  sheep 
deliveries  at  all  sales  is  9:00  A.M.  All  sales  begin  at  1:30 
P.M.  For  additional  information  (sheep)  contact  Bruce 
McGhan,  RR#4,  Calmar,  TOC  OVO,  phone  985-3744  or 
John  Bolay  (goats),  R  R  #1,  Westlock,  TOG  2LO,  phone 
349-5203. 


June  18  DINOSAUR  VALLEY  4-H  LAMB  CLUB  SHOW  & 

SALE.  Drumheller  Stampede  Barn.  Competitions  begin  at 
Noon.  Lamb  BBQ  Supper  at  5  P.M.  For  further 
information  call  823-2036  (evenings). 

June  20  THE  CANADIAN  COOPERATIVE  WOOLGROWERS 

are  having  the  annual  wool  mohair  collections  at  Calgary 
Stockyards  (Highway  1  - 1  mile  west  of  Stratmore)  from  9 
A.M.  to  2  P.M.  -  contact  CCWG,  Lethbridge,  327-3760  and 
Red  Deer  (Burnt  Lake  Auction)  from  9  A.M.  to  3  P.M.  - 
contact  Art  or  Linda  Wiebe  (728-2748).  This  is  coordinated 
by  the  Central  Alberta  Woolgrowers  Association.  Please 
note  there  will  be  a  further  connection  at  Red  Deer  (Burnt 
Lake  Auction)  on  August  15,  1994,  from  9  A.M.  -  3  P.M. 
The  freight  charges  on  all  pick-ups  will  be  absorbed  by 
CCWG.  The  initial  price  for  white  domestic  fleece  is  40c 
per  lb  and  bellies  and  tags  10c.  This  price  is  collected  at 
time  of  going  to  press.  Please  contact  CCWG  for  any  price 
changes  and  updates. 

June  25  MONTHLY  SHEEP  AND  GOAT  SALE  at  Camrose 

Auction  Market,  672-4496,  Camrose  at  3:00  P.M.  Look  for 
display  of  Lazy  'S'  Sheep  Supplies.  For  further  information 
contact  Camrose  Auction  at  672-4496. 

June  29  15TH  ANNUAL  RANGE  RAM  &  EWE  LAMB  SALE. 

1  P.M.  Fort  McCleod  Auction  Mart.  For  further 
information  call  George  Bourassa  at  553-3315. 

July  9  20TH  ANNUAL  ALBERTA  RAM  TEST  SALE.  1:00 

P.M.  Olds  Cow  Palace,  Olds,  Alberta.  For  further 
information  call  Wray  Whitmore  at  427-5083. 

July  30  MONTHLY  SHEEP  AND  GOAT  SALE  at  Camrose 

Auction  Market,  672-4496,  Camrose  at  3:00  P.M.  Look  for 
display  of  Lazy  'S'  Sheep  Supplies.  For  further  information 
contact  Camrose  Auction  at  672-4496. 
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TRECO  RANCH  32ND  ANNIVERSARY  OPEN 
HOUSE.  Dog  trials  and  Canada's  1st  Texel  Auction  Sale. 
More  details  to  follow.  Call  1  800  GO  TEXEL  for  further 
information. 

ANNUAL  LAMBS  &  EWES,  RAMS  &  GOATS  SALE  - 
TOMPKINS  AUCTION  MART  LTD.  Tompkins, 
Saskatchewan.  Lambs  on  October  12,  ewes,  rams  &  goats 
on  October  14.  Lambs  &  ewes  start  at  1:30  PM,  rams  at 
7:00  PM,  goats  to  follow.  All  stock  to  be  in  yard  early  the 
day  before  the  sale.  Contact  Mel  Jacques,  306-622-4320  or 
Buster  Brown,  306-582-6200  or  sale  yard  sale  -  weeks  only 
-  306-622-2122. 

NORTHLANDS  FARMFAIR  f94  featuring  Market  Lamb 
Competition  (closing  entry  date  Sept  26),  Junior  Sheep 
(closing  entry  date  Sept  5),  Professional  Shearing 
Competition  (closing  entry  date  Sept  9)  and  Wool 
Competition  and  Display  (closing  entry  date  Sept  26). 
'Shearing  Time'  -  we  hear  you  have  some  good  fleeces, 
consider  putting  them  aside  in  clean  containers  for  entry  in 
Northlands  Fairfair  '94.  For  further  information  - 
Edmonton  Northlands  -  Box  1480,  Edmonton,  T5J  2N5, 
471-7232  or  Jack  Francis,  11647  -  73  Avenue,  Edmonton, 
T6G  0E3,  436-5992. 


ANNO  UN  CEMENT 


Kim  Stanford,  our  Southern  Sheep  Specialist,  will  be  returning  from  maternity  leave  as 
of  May  1,  1994.  She  can  be  reached  in  her  Lethbridge  office  at  381-5150  after  that  date. 


August  27 


October  12  &  14 


November  5-13 
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ALL  CANADA  CLASSIC 
EWE  LAMB  RAFFLE 


Will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  show  and  sale  on  ]une  10  and  11.  Breeds 
represented  will  include  Dorset,  Columbia,  Rambouillet ,  Hampshire,  Suffolk  and  North 
Country  Cheviot.  A  bid  of  $10.00  buys  you  a  chance  on  the  ewe  lamb  of  your  choice. 
For  information  contact  Norene  Whiting  at  464-2089. 


A  tour  is  offered  on  Thursday,  ]une  9  to  the  urban  grazing  at  Olympic  Park  in  Calgary 
and  Cayley  Hutterite  Colony  (lunch  included)  for  under  $10.00  each.  They  will  leave  at 
9:00  AM.  from  Olds  and  return  around  6:00  P.M.  Anyone  interested  please  contact 
Warren  Moore  at  549-2464. 


ANNO  UN  CEMENT 

POLYP  AY  producers  take  note!  The  Canadian  Polypay  Sheep  Association  has  reduced 
its  annual  membership  fee  to  a  mere  $10.00  per  year. 

IF  you  would  like  to  know  where  all  those  prolific  Polypay' s  are  hiding  in  Canada  don't 
hesitate,  send  your  cheque  or  money  order  to  the  address  below  for  the  latest  Polypay 
breeders  address  list,  plus  more  information  about  our  association. 


Canadian  Polypay  Association 
#212,  6715  -  8th  Street  N.E. 
Calgary,  Alberta       T2E  7H7 
295-1988       Fax  275-8009 
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JOHNE'S  DISEASE  IN  SHEEP 


Dr.  L.  A.  McClelland  and  Dr.  N.  Harries 
Sheep  Production  Scientist,  Agriculture  and  Agri-Food  Canada 
Veterinarian,  Alberta  Agriculture,  Food  and  Rural  Development 


Johne's  disease  (paratuberculosis)  is  a  chronic,  contagious  infection  which  affects  cattle, 
sheep,  goats,  deer  and  camels.  The  disease  is  caused  by  bacteria  which  are  believed 
to  be  spread  in  feed  or  water  contaminated  with  feces  from  infected  animals.  Typical 
symptoms  include  emaciation  and  occasional  diarrhea  or  soft  feces  (diarrhea  is  much 
more  common  in  affected  cattle).  Infection  can  also  impair  reproduction,  decrease  wool 
yields,  and  eventually  cause  death.  Testing  for  the  disease  and  disposing  of  infected 
animals  can  also  be  costly.  Treatments  are  ineffective,  and  vaccines  are  not  available 
in  Canada.  Therefore,  controlling  the  disease  is  based  on  testing,  culling  and  changes 
in  management. 


Chronic  wasting  in  sheep,  typical  of  Johne's  disease,  can  also  be  caused  by  other 
conditions  including  parasitism  and  Caseous  Lymphadenitis.  Diarrhea  or  soft  feces  that 
is  unresponsive  to  antibiotics  or  dewormers  suggests  Johne's  disease,  especially  if  weight 
loss  also  occurs.  Other  symptoms  may  include  bottle  jaw  (collection  of  fluid  under  the 
lower  jaw)  and  wool  loss.  In  advanced  cases  the  animal  becomes  lethargic  and 
eventually  dies. 


Transmission  does  not  require  direct  contact  with  infected  animals.  Feces  of  infected 
animals  contains  the  Johne's  bacterium  and  can  contaminate  feed,  water 
and  bedding.  Sheep  which  appear  healthy  may  be  carriers,  shedding  the 
infectious  organism.  Transmission  to  lambs  in  utero  may  also  occur.  The  disease 
organism  appears  able  to  survive  nine  months  or  longer  in  the  environment.  Young 
animals  appear  most  susceptible  to  infection. 


Blood  testing  is  not  always  accurate.  Both  false  positives  and  false  negatives  can  occur. 
Fecal  testing  is  reasonably  reliable  but  the  organism  grows  very  slowly  and  it  takes  6  to 
20  weeks  to  get  results.  In  advanced  stages,  the  disease  can  be  identified  at  autopsy. 
Vaccines  have  proven  effective  overseas  but  interfere  with  TB  testing  and  are  only 
recommended  when  infection  rates  are  very  high.  Vaccines  are  not  currently  licensed  for 
use  in  Canada. 
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Disease  control  management  includes:  - 

culling  all  animals  with  signs  of  Johne's  disease, 
immediate  separation  of  sick  animals, 
separation  of  weaned  lambs  from  older  sheep, 
annual  blood  testing  of  aduit  sheep, 
feeding  in  bunks  instead  of  on  the  ground, 
use  of  automatic  waterers, 

frequent  cleaning  of  fecal  material  from  bunks  and  waterers. 


These  practices  do  not  always  guarantee  that  the  disease  will  be  eliminated.  A  control 
program  at  the  Agriculture  and  Agri-Feed  Canada  Research  Station  at  Lethbridge  has 
been  in  effect  for  seven  years.  Prior  to  1986,  the  flock  averaged  26  positive  ewes  per 
year  out  of  a  flock  of  350.  Culling  of  positive  ewes  and  control  practices  used  since  that 
time  have  reduced  positive  ewes  to  four  or  five  per  year.  Although  the  incidence  of 
Johne's  disease  can  be  decreased  with  testing,  culling  and  other  management 
procedures,  the  persistence  of  the  organism  in  the  environment  and  the  inaccuracy  of 
blood  tests  make  elimination  of  the  disease  a  long  term  proposition  for  the  sheep  industry. 


NORTHLANDS  FARMFAIR  '94' 
November  5  -  13,  1994 

Featuring:  Closing  Entry  Dates 

Market  Lamb  Competition  Sept.  26, 1 994 

Junior  Sheep  Sept.  5,  1994 

Prof  essional  Shearing  Competition  Sept.  9,  1994 

Wool  Competition  &  Display  Sept.  26,1994 

"  Shearing  l  ime"  We  hear  you  have  some  good 
fleeces,  consider  put  them  aside  in  clean  containers  for 
entry  in  Northlands  Farmfair  '94'. 

For  Further  Information. 

Edmonton  Northlands         or  Jack  Francis 

Box  1480,  Edm.  AB  1 1647  -  73  ave. 

T5J  2N5  Edm.  AB  T6G  0E3 

Ph.  471  7232  Ph.  436  5992 
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REPORT  OF  CANADIAN  CO-OPERATIVE  WOOL  GROWERS  LIMITED 
IOTBRMATIOUAL  WOOL  MARKET  UPDATE  MMgj  Uti 

The  1994  wool  market  to  date  has  been  sharply  stronger  compared  to 
the  close  of  wool  sales  in  1993  .  The  forecast  for  1994  is 
cautiously  optimistic  and  wool  price  recovery  still  hinges  largely 
on  the  continued  recovery  of  economies  of  major  wool  consuming 
countries.  There  are  increasingly  encouraging  signs  of  improving 
conditions  and  this  combined  with  lower  global  wool  production  may 
mean  the  supply  and  demand  imbalance  will  begin  to  swing  in  favour 
of  wool  growers  in  terms  of  price  adjustment. 

Improved  demand  for  wool  can  also  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that 
wool  has  been  very  competitively  priced  the  past  couple  of  years 
in  relation  to  cotton  and  man  made  fibers  and  has  therefore 
increase  market  share.  Demand  by  the  world  trade  in  1994  is 
projected  at  lf728  clean  metric  tonnes  while  production  is  forecast 
at  1,576  metric  tonnes  which  is  a  9%  difference  between  demand  and 
supply.  The  upswing  in  demand  for  wool  is  being  driven  by  a 
number  of  factors  but  primarily  because  buyers  are  in  need  of  wool 
and  are  anticipating  lower  sheep  production  and  wool  supplies.  In 
Australia  alone  the  severe  drought  is  expected  to  reduce  their  wool 
clip  by  13%  compared  to  the  previous  years  production. 

There  is  still  a  tremendous  stockpile  of  wool  unsold  in  Australia 
(3,8  million  bales)  but  a  plan  has  been  developed  for  the  orderly 
and  hopefully  non  disruptive  marketing  of  this  stockpile  over  the 
next  several  years.  In  other  primary  wool  markets  wool  production 
has  declined  quite  rapidly  over  the  past  10  years.  For  example 
wool  production  in  the  former  Soviet  Union  is  down  19%  due  to  the 
collapse  of  their  economy  and  the  move  towards  a  market  economy 
which  favours  the  use  of  agricultural  land  for  crops  and  meat 
rather  than  wool. 

In  Argentina,  South  Africa  and  New  Zealand  competing  enterprises 
to  wool  production  such  as  beef,  dairy  and  wheat  have  become 
relatively  more  profitable  and  as  a  result  wool  production  is  down 
33%,  27%  and  30%  respectively.  In  the  United  States  a  major  down 
sizing  of  the  U.S.  flock  is  underway  due  to  the  elimination  of  wool 
subsidies  and  increased  grazing  fee's  on  western  range  land. 
The  total  U.S.  sheep  industry  is  projected  to  decline  a  further  20% 
from  January  1,   1994  levels. 

Countries  that  have  experienced  increased  wool  production  over  the 
same  period  include  Australia  (10%)  Uruguay  (29%)  and  China  (40%). 
Signals  from  the  trade  would  appear  to  indicate  that  wool  will 
benefit  in  real  prices  from  falling  sheep  numbers  as  well  as  rising 
demand.  World  wide  sheep  numbers  peaked  at  around  174  million  head 
in  1989/90  and  are  forecast  to  be  around  128  million  in  1993/94. 
The  forecast  is  for  sheep  numbers  to  continue  falling  to  around  123 
million  by  the  mid  1990 's  before  increasing  modestly  in  the  late 
1990 's  in  response  to  a  strengthening  wool  market. 
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The  major  increase  in  wool  buying  activity  is  coming  mainly  from 
Western  Europe  and  Japan  but  China  and  the  United  States  have  also 
been  aggressive  and  significant  purchasers  of  wool  on  the 
international  market  to  date  in  1994.  The  Chinese  and  American 
economies  are  growing  rapidly  and  has  helped  fuel  improved  demand 
for  wool  products.  The  major  risks  at  this  time  to  a  solid  wool 
market  recovery  would  be  a  further  dip  of  consumer  confidence  in 
Japan  and  continental  Europe  and  an  abrupt  economic  downturn  in 
China  which  has  not  been  ruled  out.  However,  overall  awareness  of 
lower  availability  of  wool  in  1994  is  expected  to  keep  wool  prices 
and  demand  buoyant. 

DOMESTIC  WOOL  MARKET 

The  1993  wool  clip  has  all  been  marketed  and  at  the  present  time 
the  co-op  is  contracting  forward  sales  to  buyers  in  the  UK, 
Germany,  France,  and  the  United  States.  Recently  we  have  appointed 
a  broker  to  represent  Canadian  wool  to  mills  in  India  and  we  have 
completed  a  trial  sale  to  this  new  market.     Our  company  is  well 

positioned  to  continue  serving  Canada's  sheep  producers  as  a  stable 
and  competitive  wool  buyer  and  we  look  forward  to  the  continued 
challenges  and  opportunities  of  marketing  Canadian  wool  to  global 
markets.  Please  contact  any  of  our  branch  locations  for  the 
current  wool  market  conditions  and  prices. 

CCWO  RE8TR0CTURING 

This  past  year  the  company  has  undertaken  a  number  of  initiatives 
to  improve  efficiency  and  our  competitive  position.  At  the  last 
Annual  General  Meeting  it  was  the  unanimous  decision  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  that  our  business,  not  unlike  many  other 
companies,  required  streamlining  in  order  to  insure  our  continued 
survival  and  viability  in  these  difficult  economic  times.  As  a 
result,  branch  locations  at  Lennoxville,  Quebec  and  Stony  Plain, 
Alberta  were  closed  and  operations  from  these  locations  were 
consolidated  at  other  branch  locations  in  Carleton  Place,  Ontario 
and  Lethbridge,  Alberta.  Strategically  located  satellite  wool 
collection  depots  nave  been  established  in  all  provinces  as  well 
as  1-800  numbers  for  ordering  sheep  supplies.  This  has  meant 
there  has  been  no  change  or  disruption  in  our  service  to  sheep 
producers  and  has  allowed  us  to  perform  these  services  in  a  more 
cost  effective  manner. 

With  the  closing  of  the  Ontario  Stockyards  by  the  Ontario 
government    in    December,    the    company   has    relocated    our  Toronto 
branch  to  the  new  Ontario  Stockyards  which  is  located  at  Cookstown. 
We  have   signed   a   5   year   lease  and  are  optimistic  that  the  new 
location  will  present  many  new  opportunities  while  allowing  us  to 
continue  serving  our  present  clientele  for  wool  collection  and 
livestock  supply  sales.     Other  changes  in  1993/94  include  the 
expansion  of   our  Carleton   Flace  store  which   is   now  a  Shur-Gain 
dealership  carrying  a  full  line  of  animal  health  products,  feed, 
fencing,  bird  seed  and  pet  food. 
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In  line  with  the  companies  long  term  business  plan,  further 
computerization  of  operations  is  continuing  with  all  accounting, 
inventories  and  point  cf  sale  applications  now  on  computer.  Our 
new  and  improved  version  of  the  'Wool  Grower  catalogue  has  received 
a  race  lift  and  over  15 r 000  copies  have  recently  been  distributed 
across  Canada. 

We  look  forward  to  the  privilege  of  continued  service  to  Canadian 
sheep  producers  in  1994  and  thank  you  for  your  support  and 
patronage. 

a»«pyt-fvn  i  y  submitted  , 


The'ciassifieds 


FOR  SALE  -  SHEEP 

PUREBRED  REGISTERED  Suffolk  sheep  -  2  ewes, 
born  in  1991  -  proven  good  mothers,  twins  &  triplets. 
1  ewe  -  born  in  1993  -  Waco  bloodline,  twin  and  1 
healthy  heavy-set  adult  ram  -  born  in  1990,  twin.  Julie, 
Chetwynd,  B.C.,  604-788-2542  (5) 

REGISTERED  ROMNEY  rams  -  1  -  2  yr  old  &  2 
yearlings.  Susan,  Beaverlodge,  354-2047  (5) 

BLACK  FLOCK  dispersal.  18  crossbred  ewes  bred 
80%  Columbian,  20%  Rambouillet.  Lambed  out 
December  '93.  No  culls.  1  unrelated  black  ram  - 
100%  Columbian  &  15  lambs  to  go  with  flock.  $2500 
OBO.  David  or  Eileen  Reid,  Cochrane,  932-2860  (5) 

300  OPEN  white-face  ewes  available  middle  to  end  of 
May  '94.  Your  pick  from  800  head.  $100  each.  Ron, 
Sundre,  638-2836  (5) 

450  EWES,  1-7  yrs  old,  will  be  sold  as  bred  ewes, 
available  early  September.  Also  have  200  Rambouillet 
ewe  lambs.  Records  available.    Ben,  Magrath, 
758-6627  (5) 


100  EWES.  Allan,  Onoway,  967-5171 


(5) 


IMPORTED  TEXEL  sheep.  Now  taking  orders  for 
Texel  sheep  to  be  imported  from  Denmark  in  the  fall  of 
1994.  Also  have  ewes  bred  Texel.  Tom,  1-800-GO- 
TEXEL  (5) 

FOR  THE  first  time  ever!  Briar  Glen  Farms  will  be 
offering  approximately  75-80  of  their  older  brood  ewes 
for  sale.  They  will  still  have  a  couple  of  productive 
years  left  to  give  their  new  owners  some  of  our 
excellent  lean  meat  producing  lambs.  The  bloodlines 
will  include  Dorsets  from  our  farmous  top  gaining 
R.O.P.  producers,  our  foundation  New  Zealand  ewes 
and  a  number  of  older  Happy  Valley  Rambouillet  ewes. 
This  is  an  excellent  opportunity  for  a  commercial 
producer  to  upgrade  their  present  stock  or  as  a  starter 
flock  for  someone  who  wants  a  long  line  of  producers 
who  have  remained  sound  and  productive  for  years. 
This  will  be  a  once  only  opportunity.  $150  each. 
Marilyn,  Strathmore,  934-4262  or  FAX  934-5027  (5) 

TWO-2  year  old  Suffolk  rams,  Waco  and  Fowler 
breeding.  Also  1  -  2  yr  old  North  Country  Cheviot  ram. 
All  are  proven  breeders  and  are  of  good  quality.  Greg, 
Olds,  335-4136  (5) 

3  ROMANOV  rams.  Patty,  Linden,  546-2665  (5) 


GOOD  REPLACEMENT  ewe  lambs.  January  born.  All 
twins,  triplets  &  quads.  Brenda,  Bashaw, 
372-2493  (5) 

CANADIAN  REGISTERED  Polypay  ewes,  ewe  lambs, 
ram  and  ram  lambs.  Crossbred  Polypay  ewes  and 
ewe  lambs.  Darbi  Rawluk,  Lougheed,  386-2357  (6) 

1  REGISTERED  Suffolk  ram.  5  yrs  old  from  Pat  Read. 
1  registered  Dorset  ram.  5  yrs  old  from  D.  Cadsand. 
1  Hampshire  X  Suffolk  ram  lamb.  Born  Jan  1/94. 
Several  purebred  Dorset  ram  lambs  born  Oct-Dec  '93. 
Don,  Ft.  Saskatchewan,  998-9062  (6) 

1  PUREBRED  Dorset  ram.  18  months  old.  Proven 
breeder.  Neil,  Olds,  556-7109  (6) 

1 0  MERINO/FINN  cross  ewe  lambs,  twin  &  triplet  only. 
Available  in  May.  $1 1 0.00  each  or  $1 ,000.00  for  whole 
group.  Merino/Finn  cross  ram  lambs,  twin  &  triplet 
only.  Available  in  May.  $130.00  each.  Danae, 
Evansburg,  727-2934  (6) 

40  COMMERCIAL  1/2  Dorset  ewe  lambs.  Born  Jan 
'94.  From  twins  &  triplets.  $100.00  each.  Reg  or  Gail 
Wilford,  Alsike,  696-3647  (6) 

PUREBRED  REGISTERED  polled  Dorset  sheep  from 
a  closed  flock.  1 7  replacement  ewe  lambs  (5  born  July 
'93,  7  born  Dec  '93,  5  born  Feb  '94).  30  ewes  ranging 
in  age  from  1 .5  to  5.5  years.  Many  of  these  ewes  are 
proven  breeders  when  it  comes  to  lambing  every  8 
months.  Most  of  these  bloodlines  go  back  to  either 
Crooked  Post/Driscoll  Bros,  breeding;  Windhover/N.Z. 
bloodlines  or  John  Williams/N.Z.  bloodlines.  2  rams 
aged  3.5  and  6  months.  Will  sell  all  together  or  in 
small  selected  groups.  Earl,  Rocky  Mtn  House, 
845-6879  (After  5  PM)  (6) 

SUFFOLK  CROSS  ewes  with  lambs.  Twins  &  triplets. 
Meadowcroft,  High  Prairie,  523-2473  (6) 

2  RAMS  -  1  Suffolk  &  1  Dorset.  Also  Suffolk/Dorset 
cross  ewes  &  ewe  lambs.  Lee,  Wetaskiwin, 
352-2949  (6) 

ARE  YOU  READY?  Suffolk/Hampshire/North  Country 
Cheviot  rams.  Also  Romonov  cross  ewe  lambs. 
Dennis,  Red  Water,  942-4537  (6) 

PUREBRED  SUFFOLK  ewe  lambs  &  ram  lambs  can 
be  registered.  Gladys,  Red  Deer,  346-6781  or 
347-0668  (evenings  pis)  (6) 


25  EWES.  All  were  twins.  No  culls.  15-1  yr  olds,  3  - 
3  yr  olds,  5  -  4  yr  olds  and  2  -  5  yr  olds.  Adrian,  Ft. 
Saskatchewan,  998-7358  (6) 


BORDER  COLLIES  from  working  parents.  1st  shots. 
Dewormed.  $125.  Started  dogs  $500  &  up.  Doris, 
878-3590  (5) 


360  RAMBOUILLET  ewes.    Approx.  90%  which  are 
yearlings.  Complete  dispersal.  Michael,  Milo, 
599-3790  (6) 

1  -  4  yr  old  registered  Suffolk  ram  -  Edith  Williams 
breeding  -  $250.00.  1  -  2  yr  old  registered  Southdown 
ram  -  P.J.  Prank  breeding  -  $300.00.  1  -  1  yr  old 
registered  Hampshire  ram  -  Pat  Reid  &  son  breeding  - 
$300.00.  Dianne,  Okotoks,  938-7915  (6) 

34  SUFFOLK  cross  ewes,  3  Suffolk  rams,  3  Romanov 
rams,  1  Hampshire  ram.  Theresa,  Drayton  Valley, 
542-7916  (6) 


FOR  SALE  -  GOATS 

ONE  BRED  Saanen  doe  due  in  May.  2  open  Saanen 
does  born  in  1993.  2  Saanen  bucks  born  in  1993.  All 
are  healthy,  friendly  from  good  milking  stock.  Tatooed 
and  papered.  Erika  Vester,  Work  -  Olds  -  556-2299  or 
Home  -  Carstairs  -  337-2496  (5) 

2  FAINTING  goats  -  Tri-color  billy  born  Nov  '93  &  black 
nanny  born  Oct  '93.   Janet,  Ponoka,  783-4817  or 
783-2477  (5) 

A  VARIETY  of  nanny  goats  and  German  Shepherd 
cross  pup  for  sale.     Ronaye,  Ardrossan, 
922-2667  (5) 

NEUTERED  BILLY  goat  for  predator  control.  Tom, 
1-800-GO-TEXEL  (5) 

4  NANNIES,  Saanen  &  Nubian  cross.  9  -  1993  kids, 
males  &  females.    1  Nubian  buck.    Cindy,  Peers, 
693-2101  (5) 


FOR  SALE  -  DOGS 

TRICOLOR  BORDER  Collie  pups,  5  males,  6  months, 
from  working  lines.  Lisa,  Fort  Saskatchewan, 
998-9546    '  (5) 

FULLY  TRAINED  predator  control  dog.  Purebred 
female  Maremma.  Very  serious  about  her  work.  $600. 
Also  younger  actively  working  Pyreenes-Komondor 
cross  pups.  Marilyn,  Strathmore,  934-4262  or  fax 
934-5027  (5) 


GREAT  PYREENES  pups,  ready  now.  Registered  & 
shots.  Parents  OFA  clear,  from  proven  guardian  stock. 
Companion  &  guardian  pups.  Also  adult  female.  All 
stock  guaranteed.  Helen,  Strathmore,  934-2778  (5) 

STOCKDOGS  -  CUSTOM  training,  purchasing  or 
selling,  assessments,  clinics,  lessons  or  advice.  Call 
Stuart,  Westerose,  586-2747  (5) 

REGISTERED  BORDER  Collie  brown  &  white  males. 
3  months  old.    C.J.  Coombs,  Lumby,  B.C., 
604-547-2215  (5) 

3  FEMALE  crossbred  guard  dogs.  Pyreenes/Kuvasz. 

4  months  old.  Raised  with  sheep.  Wayne, 
Beaverlodge,  354-2622  (5) 

MAREMMA  LIVESTOCK  guardian  puppies  as  seen  in 
U.F.A.  Farm  and  Ranch  magazine.  From  Ted  Butler's 
imported  Italian  Maremma  parents.  These  guardian 
dogs  are  really  working  out  well  for  sheep,  goats,  cattle 
and  even  ostrichs  with  no  predator  losses.  Give  Ted 
a  call  now  as  there  are  only  a  few  puppies  left.  Ted, 
Calgary,  286-4321  or  Mobile  651-6855  (5) 

SHEPHERD  PUPS.  Both  parents  working  dogs. 
Ready  to  go  mid-May.  $150  each.  Mike,  Tofield, 
662-4269  (6) 

REGISTERED  BORDER  Collie  pups  born  Mar  22/94. 
From  working  parents.  Claude,  Hays,  725-2009  (6) 

KUVASZ  LIVESTOCK  guard  dog  pups.  Purebred. 
$250.00  each.  Dennis,  Leduc,  986-6295  (6) 


FOR  SALE  -  MISCELLANEOUS 

SHEEP  SCALE,  good  condition  -  $250.  Also  lever 
action  trimming  stand  plus  sundry  trimming  equipment 
items.  H.  Annis,  Ivermere,  B.C.,  604-342-9498  Keep 
Trying!  (5) 

AUSTRALIAN  LYCO  Diamond  fully  automated  pinning 
hydraulic  wool  press.  Handles  up  to  a  five  stand  shed. 
Dimensions:  9'5"  x  width  3'4"  x  length  3'  x  6".  Wheels 
6".  Also  includes  a  Pacific  Industrial  Platform  scale, 
model  FV-60KA1  with  a  60  kilogram  x  10  gram 
capacity.  Included  are  approx.  20  burlap  wool  bags  for 
baling.  Paid  $7,550  plus  shipping  in  1992.  Used  three 
times.  Will  accept  $5,900  for  press  and  scale  or  will 
sell  separately  for  $5,000  press  and  $900  for  scale. 
Wendy,  Prince  Albert,  Saskatchewan,  306-922-5700  or 
306-922-5666  Monday  to  Friday,  9:00  to  3:00  (5) 


FEEDING  TROUGHS  for  500  ewes  and  1200  lambs. 
80  lamb  jugs,  25  portable  watereres,  sheep  &  lamb 
scale,  air  hoof  trimmers  with  sheep  cradle  &  portable 
lamb  creep  panels.  Ben,  Magrath,  758-6627  (5) 

GELDED  YEARLING  donkeys.  Raised  with  sheep. 
Gwen,  Red  Deer,  347-0668  (After  8  PM)  (6) 

FEMALE  DONKEY.  6  yrs  old.  With  foal  2  months  old. 
Both  very  friendly.  Raised  with  sheep.  Meadowcroft, 
High  Prairie,  523-2473  (6) 

TILTING  SHEEP  squeeze  -  $250.00  Theresa,  Drayton 
Valley,  542-7916  (6) 

EXPERIENCED  MALE  guard  donkey.  1  1/2  yr  old. 
Used  to  sheep,  cattle  &  children.  Broke  halter  &  riding. 
$550.00.  Dave  or  Carolyn,  Rochester,  698-2585  (6) 


FOR  SALE  OR  TRADE 

ALL  RAMS  except  Texel  &  Icelandic  will  be  leaving 
Treco  Ranch.  Quality  Suffolk,  Romanov  &  Dorset  rams 
for  sale  or  trade.  Tom,  1-800-GO-TEXEL  (5) 

1061  BALE  retriever  on  Ford  F600  truck.  Runs  good. 
$6000  or  trade  for  ewes  with  lambs  at  foot.  1 044  New 
Holland  bale  wagon  4000  or  trade  for  ewes  with  lambs 
at  foot.  Matt,  High  River,  395-2114  (5) 

VASECTOMIZED  TEASER  ram.  Ron,  Sundre, 
638-2836  (5) 

GREAT  PYREENES  pup  for  Romney  ram.  Cathy, 
OKOtoks,  938-4227  (5) 

GREAT  PYREENES  pups.  Parents  excellent  working 
dogs.  Shots.  $250  or  trade  for  registered  Dorset 
ewes  or  registered  Nubian  does.  Lassie  Collie  pups. 
Shots.  $150  or  trade  for  registered  Dorset  ewes  or 
registered  Nubian  does.  Pygmy  goats  -  2  does  $75 
each.  1  doe  with  kid  -  $100,  2  bucks  $50  each  or 
trade  for  registered  Dorset  ewes  or  registered  Nubian 
does.  Hugh  or  Susan,  Warburg,  848-7648  (5) 

2  PUREBRED  unregistered  Polypay  ram  lambs  born 
Apr  2/94  -  $90.00  each  or  trade  for  Romney  or 
Romney  cross  ram  or  ram  lambs.  M.  Thiessen, 
Gnmshaw,  971-2493  (6) 


TO  GIVE  AWAY 

PYREENES  CROSS  pups.  Keith,  Grimshaw, 
971-2350  (6) 


1  -  4  yr  old  Suffolk  ram  -  $95  or  trade  for  Rambouillet 
ram,  twin.  Marie,  Blackie,  684-3782  (6) 


SHEARER  AVAILABLE 

SHEARER  AVAILABLE.  From  $1.75/head.  Noel 
Downham,  Vilna,  636-2229  (evenings  or  early 
mornings)  (5) 

SHEARER  AVAILABLE.  Central  Alberta  area.  Alby 
King,  Spruce  View,  728-3125  (5) 

WILL  DO  sheep  or  goats.  Brian,  Breton, 
696-3605  (6) 

SHEARER  AVAILABLE  for  hoof  trimming  &  shearing. 
Also  clipper  blade  sharpening  available.  Brendin  Ross, 
Ponoka,  783-6382  (6) 


HELP  AVAILABLE 

EXPERIENCED  SHEPHERD  available  July  1/94.  Two 
dogs.  Will  work  anywhere.  Danae,  Evansburg, 
727-2934  (6) 


WANTED  -  SHEEP 

FEEDER  LAMBS,  cull  ewes  &  breeding  ewes.  John, 
Westlock,  349-5203  (No  Sunday  calls  please)  (5) 

800  EWES  for  May  15/94  -  Aug  24/94.  Robsin  Valley. 
Sara,  McBride,  B.C.,  604-569-2795  (5) 

BUYING,  FAT  &  feeder  lambs,  cull  ewes,  rams.  Also 
trucking  services  -  U  Deck  Custom  Sheep  Trailer. 
Floyd,  Blackie,  684-3573  (5) 

1  RAMBOUILLET  ram.  Twin.  For  small  flock.  Marie, 
Blackie,  684-3782  (6) 


WANTED  -  GOATS 

YOUNG  BILLIES  65-100  lbs  or  young  Nannies  70-1 00 
lbs.  Also  buying  mature  billies  &  nannies,  feeder 
lambs,  cull  ewes  &  rams.  Miles  Buswell,  Edmonton, 
988-5468  (5) 


GOOD  DOE  &  doe  kids  for  breeding  stock.  No  horns 
No  Nubians.  Art  Tilma,  Smoky  Lake,  656-2374  (6) 


WANTED  -  MISCELLANEOUS 

GREEN  CERTIFICATE  Level  II  band  a  booklet. 
Robert  Hornbrook,  Edmonton,  427-2173  (6) 


SERVICES  AVAILABLE 

CUSTOM  WOOLEN  Mills  -  processing  your  wool  into 
a  wide  variety  of  products  -  batts,  comforters,  mattress 
pads,  sleeping  bags,  a  variety  of  carded  wools  and 
yarns,  natural  and  dyed  colours,  blankets,  work  socks 
For  details,  Custom  Woolen  Mills,  R  R  #1,  Carstairs, 
Alberta  TOM  ONO,  telephone/fax  493-337-2221  (5) 


GRADING  &  marketing  of  all  grades  of  Canadian  wool 
to  world  markets.  Sheep  &  goat  supplies.  Free 
catalogue.  We  offer  prompt  service  &  very  competitive 
prices.  Quantity  discounts  available.  Canadian 
Cooperative  Wool  Growers  Limited,  918  -  1st  Avenue 
South,  Lethbridge,  Alberta  T1J  0A9,  phone  327-3760, 
fax  380-6982,  order  desk  1-800-567-3693.  Same  day 
shipment  by  mail,  bus  or  courier.  Contact  us  for  the 
wool  depot  in  your  area  and  wool  market  prices.  Wool 
advance  payments  upon  delivery.  "Serving  Canada's 
Sheep  Producers  -  Our  Business  is  Wool".  Please 
note  -  Farmers  Feed  &  Supply  Ltd.,  4916  -  50th  Street, 
Stony  Plain,  963-9931,  Mon-Fri  8  AM-6  PM,  Sat  8  AM- 
5PM.  The  above  firm  will  receive  wool  on  behalf  of 
CCWG  between  the  times  stated  above.  They  also 
carry  a  stock  of  wool  sacks,  Lama  milk  replacer  and 
Weatherguard  sheep  mineral  plus  various  other  sheep 
feeds.  Canadian  Wool  Growers  initial  prices  for  wool 
are:  -  35-40C  for  domestic  wool,  50-60C  for  range  wool 
and  10-1 5c  for  bellies/PCS.  These  prices  are  initial 
payments  delivered  either  Lethbridge  or  Farmers  Feed 
&  Supply  Ltd.,  4916  -  50th  Street.  These  are  our 
prices  at  the  time  of  going  to  print,  if  you  wish  please 
check  with  our  Lethbridge  office  327-3760  for  any 
prices  changes.  (5) 


Anyone  interested   In  colored  wool   production   is  welcome  to  attend 
a  seminar  by  Cyril   Lieschke  from  New  South  Wales,  Australia.  Cyril 
and  his  wife  run  a  2500  head  sheep  operation  specializing   in  colored 
wool.     The  seminar  will   cover  aspects  of  the  ranch,   the  sheep  and 
the  i  r  bus  i  ness . 


For  further   information  contact  Maria  Bals  at  325-2683. 


EDITOR'S  NOTE 


Classified  Ads  and  Coming  Events  may  be  placed  in  Sheep  Footnotes  free-of -charge  by  contacting: 


The  deadline  for  Classified  Ads  and  Coming  Events  is  the  24th  day  of  the  month  prior 
to  the  month  of  publication. 


Coming  Events  will  be  run  every  month  from  when  they  are  placed  until  the  event.  Please  Note: 
Events  should  be  placed  in  Coming  Events  at  least  6  weeks  in  advance  in  order  to  ensure  their 
publication  before  they  occur. 


Classified  Ads  will  run  initially  for  two  months,  unless  cancelled  after  the  first  month. 
After  the  first  two  months,  ads  may  be  renewed  each  month  by  contacting  Janet  Smalley 
at  427-5083.  Ads  must  not  exceed  two  column  inches  in  length  or  they  will  be  edited. 
All  ads  must  be  submitted  with  a  name,  an  address  and  a  phone  number  or  they  will 
not  be  run.  Sheep  Footnotes  reserves  the  right  to  restrict  the  length,  content  and  run  of 
any  Classified  Ad. 


]anet  Smalley 
Cattle  &  Sheep  Branch 
#204,  7000  -  113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T6H  5T6 


Terry  Sheen 
Field  Services 


Bag  3014 

Lethbridge,  Alberta 
T1J4C7 


Ph:  (403)  427-5083 
FAX  (403)  427-1057 


Ph:  (403)  381-5106 
FAX  (403)  382-4526 


EDITORS  OF  OTHER  PUBLICATIONS 


Material  in  Sheep  Footnotes  may  be  reprinted  in  other  publications,  but  source  must  be  stated 
and  content  of  articles  may  not  be  changed  without  authors'  permission. 


National  Library  of  Canada 
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lambs 


Commentary 

A  possible  increase  in  U.S.  lamb  prices 
discussed  last  month  has  materialized, 
leading  to  stronger  markets  in  Canada  as 
well.  Part  of  the  price  increase  is  due  to 
increased  volumes  of  new  crop  lambs  which 
are  attracting  large  price  premiums  to  old 
crop.  Also,  eastern  U.S.  wholesale  demand 
for  lamb  appears  to  have  improved.  Year- 
to-date  lamb  production  in  the  U.S.  is  even 
with  1993  production,  but  slaughter  lamb 
prices  in  most  U.S.  markets  are  still  well 
below  1993  levels. 

The  Edmonton  market  is  setting  the  tone  for 
higher  lamb  prices  in  Alberta,  with  another 
strong  sale  in  late  May.  Slaughter  lambs 
were  quoted  at  $85-$90  per  cwt.  with  sales 
to  $93.50.  Feeder  prices  were  considerably 
higher,  ranging  from  $100-$  110,  with  sales 
to  $116.  Many  of  the  lambs  sold  in 
Edmonton  were  heading  for  Manitoba.  At 
the  time  of  writing,  Canada  West  Foods  in 
Innisfail  was  quoting  new  crop  lamb  prices 
of  $1.80  per  lb.  railgrade,  with  old  crop  at 
$1.70.  Higher  bids  at  Innisfail  seem  likely 
if  Alberta  auction  sales  keep  their  firm  tone. 


Slaughter  Lamb  Pncaa 


jar* 


ajv«2  i«rV93 
Month  (to  May-94) 


ja/V94 


—  San  Angato  Choea  Railgrada  Equ*aJant 
,.CWFC  Raifantfa  Bk* 


Ham  May  M  pro**  ara  aatmaaad 
"OMfC  »  Canada  Watt  Food  Capon*** 

Market  Strategies 

With  relatively  low  capital  costs  and  a 
reasonably  strong  long  term  outlook  for 
lamb  prices,  producers  may  want  to  consider 
expansion  of  their  ewe  flocks.  Be  sure  to 
have  a  specific  marketing  plan  for  any 
increase  in  lamb  production  that  is 
anticipated. 


Ron  Gietz 
May  25,  1994 
(403)  427-5376 


Outlook 

Lamb  prices  at  the  retail  level  will  probably 
see  little  impact  from  the  cheaper  beef  now 
entering  retail  channels.  One  advantage  of 
being  a  minor  protein  source  is  that  lamb 
prices  are  less  affected  by  price  weakness  in 
the  major  meat  commodities. 

Prices  for  Alberta  slaughter  lambs  are 
expected  to  be  mostly  steady  in  the  late 
spring/early  summer  period.  U.S.  prices 
may  make  further  improvements  over  the 
same  time  period,  making  export  markets 
attractive.  A  $5-$  10  per  cwt.  seasonal 
decline  in  Alberta  lamb  prices  is  still 
anticipated  for  this  Call. 


Albart*  Agncultura.  Food  and  Rural  Davalopmam.  Monthly  Commentary  and  Outlook.  Juna,  1994 
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WHOLESALE  LAMB  MARKET  AND  DISTRIBUTIVE  CUT  MARKET 


W/E  05/20/94 

CERTIFIED  CL  YG  1-2 

S5/DN 

60/DN 

SS-65 

60-65 

65-75 

CARCASSES  YG  1-3** 

S5/DN 
60/DN 
60-65 

CARCASSES  YG  l-4~ 
55/DN 
S5-6S 


FOB 
OMAHA  BASIS 


CAF 
NORTHEAST 


$1.50-1.55 


65-75 
75/UP 


$1.35 
$1.25 
$1.15 
$1.00-1.03 


S  1.40- 1.405 
$1.30-1.305 
$1.20-1.205 
$1.08-1.105 


BOXED  LAMB  CUTS:  YG  1-4** 


CAF 
SO.  CALIF 


(c»rlot) 
$1.40-1.42 


$1.30-1.31 
$1.20 


$1.40 
$1.30 


$1.17-1.20 
$1.05-1.10 
DISTRIBUTIVE  TRADE 


W/E 

OS/13/94 

W/E 

05/20/94 

VOLUME* 

PRICE  RANGE 

N.E.  COAST 

SO.  CALIF. 

3-Way  55/DN 

100 

$1.50 

**YG  1 

-3  I.57S 

$1.52-1.67 

55-65 

350 

$1.42 

**YG  1 

-3  25 

$1.47 

Rack.  8-rib  7/DN 

$2.65-3.00 

7/UP 

1.700 

M$2.75-3.05 

$2.65-3.10 

YG  1-3  7/UP 

•*$3.40-3.S0 

Shoulder,  cross  cut 

I.72S 

M$0.80-0.86 

Chuck,  sq  cut.  split 

2. 975 

M$0.85-0.9S 

$0.65-0.90 

••$0.95-1. OS 

Loin,  4-inch  trim 

2.23S 

M$2. 90-3.20 

$2.85-3.10 

•♦$3.10-3.30 

Lejs.  dbl  trtr  on 

1.825 

M$  1.30- 1.40 

$1.25-1.45 

••$1.35-1.45 

Legs,  snjl  trtr  off 

2.550 

M$l.35-I.40 

••$1.70-1.80 

Legs,  sngl  bnls 

425 

$1.90-2.00 

Breast,  sq  cut 

700 

$0.30-0.40 

$0.25-0.35 

Foreshanks 

I.67S 

M$I.I0-I.2S 

$1.15-1.25 

••$1.40-1.45 

Ribs.  Denver  style 

250 

$1.40-1.50 

CERTIFIED  CL  YG 

1-2 

3-Way  55/DN 

25 

$1.50 

Rack.  8-rib  7/DN 

7/UP 

125 

$3.00-3.35 

$3.45 

Chuck,  sq  cut.  spit 

525 

$1.00-1.22 

$1.00 

Loins.  4-inch  trim 

275 

$3.05-3.50 

$3.20 

Legs,  dbl  trtr  on 

$1.40 

Legs,  sngl  trtr  off 

22S 

$1.50-1.60 

$1.74 

Legs,  sngl  bnls 

FEW 

$2.20 

Breasts,  sq  cut 

40 

$0.50 

Foreshanks 

30 

$1.15 

$1.43 

•BOX-COUNT  BASIS.  **YG  3  OR  BETTER  WHERE  NOTED 
M  =  MOSTLY  (not  full  price  range) 


FEDERALLY  INSPECTED  SLAUGHTER  (Head) 


%  THIS 

%  THIS 

% 

WEEK 

WEEK 

WEEK 

1994 

THIS 

vs 

vs 

ENDING 

TOTAL 

vs 

WEEK 

LAST 

LAST 

05/07/94 

YEAR 

1993 

(estimated) 

WEEK 

YEAR 

(actual) 

TO  DATE 

TOTAL 

SHEEP 

101.000 

-4.7 

♦5.2 

98.889 

2.013.000 

+  1.1 

CATTLE 

674.000 

-1.2 

-0.2 

65 1 .2  1 1 

12.651.000 

+  1.9 

CALF 

22.000 

+4.8 

♦7.6 

20.882 

462.000 

-2.0 

HOGS 

1.746.000 

-1.3 

♦2.6 

1.796.324 

35.139.000 

-1.4 

RED  MEAT  PRODUCTION  (minion  pounds) 

%  THIS 

X  THIS 

X 

WEEK 

WEEK 

WEEK 

1994 

THIS 

vs 

vs 

ENDING 

TOTAL 

vs 

WEEK 

LAST 

LAST 

04/30/94 

YEAR 

1993 

(estimated) 

WEEK 

YEAR 

(actual) 

TO  DATE 

TOTAL 

LAMB 

6.6 

-3.8 

♦  3.1 

6.4 

130.1 

♦0.9 

BEEF 

474.2 

-1.2 

♦4.4 

462.0 

8.935.1 

♦6.5 

VEAL 

S.I 

♦5.6 

♦6.2 

5.1 

I0S.0 

♦0.7 

PORK 

324.4 

-0.8 

♦  3.7 

334.0 

6.494.0 

-0.4 

TOTAL 

810.3 

-1.0 

♦4.1 

807.5 

1 5.664.0 

+  3.4 

DRESSED  WEIGHT 

PERCENT  LAMB  SLAUGHTER 

THIS  WEEK  (EST.) 

66 

05/07/94 

93.3 

04/30/94  (ACT.) 

64 

05/08/93 

94.0 

Comments 

WHOLESALE  CARCASS  TRADE  W/E  05/ 
20/94:  Compared  to  last  week,  CAF  East 
Coast  and  FOB  Omaha  carcass  lambs 
traded  steady  on  75-pounds  and  down. 
Carcasses  weighing  75-pounds  and  up 
traded  $5.00-$8.00  higher.  Yield  grade  3 
or  better  carcasses  weighing  less  than  65- 
pounds  traded  steady  at  $147.00  FOB 
Omaha.  CAF  California  carcasses  traded 
steady  on  60  pounds  and  down,  $3.00 
higher  on  60-65  pounds,  steady  to  $3.00 
higher  on  65-75  pounds  and  $5.00-$  10.00 
higher  on  75  pounds  and  up.  Movement 
was  moderate  on  mostly  light  to  moder- 
ate offerings  and  light  to  mostly  moderate 
demand. 

Carcasses  Certified  by  US  DA  Week  End- 
ing 05/13/94:  18,830,  18.46  percent  of 
estimated  slaughter. 

USDA  CUTOUT  VALUE,  W/E  05/20/94: 
NORTHEAST  TRADE,  BASED  ON  IN- 
DUSTRY YIELDS.  This  week's  cutout  for 
65/down  carcasses  was  valued  at  $  I  38.20, 
down  $0.75.  The  65/up  carcasses  we're 
valued  at  $133.10,  up  $1.80.  Note:  No 
adjustments  were  made  for  processing  or 
distributing  costs. 

DISTRIBUTIVE  TRADE  W/E  05/20/94:  In 

the  Northeast  distributive  trade,  55/down 
carcasses  traded  steady  with  prices  rang- 
ing from  $  I  52.00-$  I  58.00.  Lamb  cuts 
traded  mixed.  Loins  traded  mostly  firm  to 
higher  on  a  good  demand.  Racks  traded 
weak  to  lower  on  a  very  light  demand. 
Other  cuts,  including  legs  and  chucks,  were 
unevenly  steady.  Movement  was  slow  to 
moderate  on  light  to  moderate  offerings 
and  demand. 

NATIONAL  BOXED  LAMB  CUT  TRADE, 
W/E  05/13/94:  Compared  to  previous 
week,  boxed  lamb  cuts  traded  mixed  on 
light  to  moderate  offerings  and  demand. 
Loins  traded  firm  to  higher  on  a  good 
country  wide  demand.  Chucks  were  un- 
evenly steady.  Racks  were  mostly  weak  on 
a  light  demand.  Legs  traded  steady  to 
lower. 
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Representative  Live  Sales 


AREA 
WEST 

California 

California 
MOUNTAIN 

Idaho 

Idaho 


TYPE  OF 
SHEEP 


SI.  Lambs 
SI.  Lambs 


TYPE 
OF  SALE 


HEAD 


SI.  Lambs 
SI.  Lambs 
New  Mexico  SI.  Lambs 


Wyoming 
Wyoming 
Colorado 
Colorado 
Montana 
Montana 
Colorado 
Montana 
Montana 
New  Mexico  SI.  Ewes 
Montana  St.  Ewes 
Montana  St.  Ewes 
SOUTH  CENTRAL 


SI.  Lambs 
SI.  Lambs 
Feeders 
Feeders 
Feeders 
Feeders 
SI.  Ewes 
SI.  Ewes 
SI.  Ewes 


Texas 

Texas 

Texas 

Texas 

Texas 

Texas 

Texas 

Oklahoma 

Oklahoma 

Texas 

Texas 

Texas 

Texas 

Texas 

Texas 

Oklahoma 

Texas 

Texas 

Texas 

Texas 

Texas 

Texas 

Texas 


SI.  Lambs 

SI.  Lambs 

SI.  Lambs 

SI.  Lambs 

SI.  Lambs 

SI.  Lambs 

Feeders 

Feeders 

Feeders 

Feeders 

Feeders 

Feeders 

Feeders 

Feeders 


Ewes 
Ewes 
Ewes 
Ewes 
Ewes 
Ewes 
Ewes 


SI.  Ewes 
St.  Ewes 


NORTH  CENTRAL 


Wise. /Iowa 

Midwest 

Midwest 

Midwest 

Iowa 

Iowa 

Minnesota 
Minnesota 
S.  Dakota 
S.  Dakota 
Iowa 

Minnesota 

Missouri 

Iowa 

Minnesota 
S.  Dakota 
Iowa 

S.  Dakota 
EASTERN 
Michigan 
Virginia 
Michigan 
Ohio 
Ohio 
Penn. 
Penn. 
Penn. 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Michigan 
Ohio 
Michigan 
Penn. 


SI.  Lambs 
SI.  Lambs 
SI.  Lambs 
SI.  Lambs 
SI.  Lambs 
SI.  Lambs 
SI.  Lambs 
SI.  Lambs 
SI.  Lambs 
SI.  Lambs 
Feeders 
Feeders 
Feeders 
SI.  Ewes 
SI.  Ewes 
SI.  Ewes 
St.  Ewes 
St.  Ewes 

SI.  Lambs 
SI.  Lambs 
SI.  Lambs 
SI.  Lambs 
SI.  Lambs 
SI.  Lambs 
SI.  Lambs 
SI.  Lambs 
SI.  Lambs 
SI.  Lambs 
Feeders 
Feeders 
SI.  Ewes 
SI.  Ewes 


Direct  13.000 
Direct  S.000 


Direct 
Direct 
Direct 
Direct 
Direct 
Auction 
Auction 
Auction 
Auction 
Auction 
Auction 
Auction 
Auction 
Auction 
Auction 

Feedlot 
Feedlot 
Auction 
Auction 
Auction 
Auction 
Direct 
Auction 
Auctions 
Auctions 
Auctions 
Auction 
Auction 
Auction 
Direct 
Auction 
Auction 
Auctions 
Auction 
Auction 
Auction 
Auction 
Auction 

Computer 
Feedlot 
Feedlot 
Feedlot 
Auction 
Auction 
Auction 
Auction 
Auction 
Auctions 
Auction 
Auction 
Auction 
Auction 
Auction 
Auctions 
Auction 
Auctions 

Pool 

Tele- Auction  91 


200 
400 
500 
800 

1.600 
346 
I  10 
24S 
123 
189 
380 
304 

5,500 
646 
I  14 

8.000 

2.000 
100 
210 
324 
166 

8.500 
149 
202 
870 
330 

3.360 
840 

1.400 

1.000 
200 
205 
790 

2.343 
413 

2.835 
709 
100 

341 

1.000 
275 
500 
221 
I  19 
217 
342 
652 
520 
167 
220 
102 
201 
132 
793 
86 
296 


300 


Auction 

Auction 

Auction 

Auction 

Auction 

Auction 

Auctions 

Auctions 

Auction 

Auction 

Auction 

Auction 


900 
225 
175 
I  14 
582 
419 
I  12 
152 
500 
250 
450 
186 


LBS. 

120-140 
140-150 

120-125 
95-125 
I  10-130 
I4S-IS0 
130-140 
49-80 
92109 
64-79 
80-123 
140-220 


I  10-140 
140-160 
100-130 
90-120 
100-130 
130-165 
60-85 
35-70 
72-90 
55-90 
70-90 
40-100 
40-90 
70-100 


WEIGHING  CONDITIONS 


PRICE 
($/CWT.) 


124 
I  10-127 
147-155 

100-  130 
47  88 

101-  144 
I  15-130 
100-130 
126-158 
106-129 

41-66 
60-85 
60-100 


130-226 


100-130 
50-120 
100-130 
100-130 
100-130 
20-50 
50-1 10 
60-130 
77-120 
60-105 
60-90 
60-80 


Choice.  YG  1-2.  new  crop.  4%  shrink,  some  delivered  55.00-56.00 
Choice,  YG  I -2,  old  crop,  4%  shrink,  some  delivered  50.00-52.00 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4.  old  crop,  sh»rn.  4%  shrink  56.00 

Choice,  few  prime, YG  2-4,  new  crop,  to  Canada-  60.00-61.00 

Choice,  few  prime.  YG  2-4,  old  crop  50.00-52.00 

Choice,  few  pr.,YG  2-4,  #1  pelts.  4%  shrink  52.50 

Choice,  few  pr.,YG  2-4,  new  crop,  4%  shrink  61.00  61.50 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2,  Springers  62.00-71.00 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2,  Springers  56. 50-59. SO 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2.  Springers  70. 00-78. CO 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2.  mixed  old  &  new  crop  58.50-50.50 

Good  &  choice  22.00-28.00 

Good.  Billings  31.00-40.50 

Utility.  Billings  27.00-31  00 

Utility  &  good,  to  Mexico  35.00 

25-40-pound  lambs  at  the  side  (per  family)  84.50-99.00 

15-30-pound  lambs  at  the  side  (per  family)  79.00 

Choice,  few  prime.  YG  2-4,  shorn,  yield  basis  53  00-55.00 

Choice,  few  prime.  YG  2-4,  shorn,  yield  basis  48.00-50.00 

Choice,  few  prime.  YG  2-3,  shorn.  1-2  pelts  42.00-53.00 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-3,  Springers,  San  Angelo  60.00  64.50 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4.  shorn,  San  Angelo  49.50-54.00 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4.  shorn.  San  Angelo  42.00-45.00 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2,  new  crop  60.00-64.00 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2  muscling,  Spring  68.00-75.00 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2  muscling.  Spring  58.00-65.50 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1.  Springers  S7. 50-68. 00 

Medium  &  large  frame  #  I .  old  crop  50.00-60.00 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2  muscling,  new  crop  60.00-69.50 

Medium  &  large  frame  #2-3  muscling,  new  crop  55.00-65.00 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2  muscling,  old  crop  50.00-60.00 

Utility  &  good  28.00-38.00 

Utility  &  good,  El  Reno  28.00-36.00 

Good.  Goldthwaite  39.00-45.00 

Utility  &  good,  Goldthwaite/Junction  29.00-39.00 

Good  &  choice,  San  Angelo  32.00-43.50 

Good  &  choice,  San  Angelo  44.00-45.00 

Utility,  San  Angelo  29.00-38.50 

Cull,  San  Angelo  20.00-29.00 

With  baby  lambs  at  the  side  (per  head)  30.00-3  1 .00 

Choice,  few  pr.,YG  2-4.  old  &  new  crop.  0-3%  shrink  55.25-59.25 
Choice,  few  pr..YG  2-3,  4%  shrink.  Fall  shorn- 1  pelts  S3. 00-59. 25 
Choice,  few  pr.,YG  2-3.  4%  shrink,  Fall  shorn- 1  pelts  47.50-50.50 

Choice,  few  pr..YG  2-3.  0-4%  shrink,  Springers  57.00-62.00 

Choice,  few  pr.,YG  2-3,  new  crop  86.00-96.00 

Choice,  few  pr.,YG  2-3,  new  crop  51.50-62.50 
Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-3,  shorn/wooled,  old  crop  50.00-56.00 

Choice,  few  prime.  YG  2-3.  new  crop  58.00-65.00 
Choice,  few  prime.  YG  1-3.  shorn/wooled.  old  crop  51.00-59.10 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  1-3,  mostly  new  crop  59.50-68.25 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2  muscling  85.00-95.00 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2  muscling,  new  crop  60.00-65.00 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1  muscling.  Mexico  57.00-69. SO 

Utility  to  choice.  Kalona  26.50-34.00 

Utility  &  good.  S.  St.  Paul  22.00-27.00 

Utility  &  good,  Sioux  Falls/Newell/Belle  Fouche  23.25-32. SO 

Young  (per  cwt.)  27.00-4  1 .00 

With  lambs  at  the  side  (per  family)  80.00-90.00 

Choice.  YG  2-4,  shorn  old  crop  and  new  crop  65.00 

Good,  choice,  few  prime.  YG  1-3  new  crop  68.25-80.25 

Choice,  few  prime.  YG  2-4.  old  crop  &  new  crop  60.00-70.00 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4.  shorn,  old  crop  65.00-72.00 

Choice,  few  prime.  YG  2-4,  shorn,  new  crop  73.00-79.50 
Choice.  YG  1-2.  new  crop  100.00-120.00 
Choice.  YG  1-2,  new  crop  75.00-100.00 

Choice.  YG  1-3.  wooled.  some  new  crop  60.00-75.00 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  1-3.  new  crop  62.00-71.10 

Good  and  choice. YG  1-2,  new  crop  74.75-90  00 

Medium  &  large  frame.  1-2  muscling  60.00-90  00 

Medium  &  large  frame,  1-2  muscling,  new  crop  82.00-87.50 

All  grades,  Manchester  22.00  34  00 

Choice  40.00-60.00 


^SHEEPSALE  ] 

Comnig  Events 
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June  10-12  BEGINNERS  STOCK  DOG  TRAINING  CLINICS  with 

Stuart  Erskine.  Fox  Drive,  Edmonton,  Alberta.  Contact 
John  Limming  at  446-3212  for  further  information. 

June  16  NORTH  CENTRAL  SHEEP  SALES.    Fat  and  Feeder 

Lambs.  Edmonton  Public  Stockyards.  Deadline  for  sheep 
deliveries  at  all  sales  is  9:00  AM.  All  sales  begin  at  1:30 
P.M.  For  additional  information  (sheep)  contact  Bruce 
McGhanf  RR#4,  Calmar,  TOC  OVO,  phone  985-3744  or 
John  Bolay  (goats),  R  R  #1,  Westlock,  TOG  2LO,  phone 
349-5203. 

June  18  DINOSAUR  VALLEY  4-H  LAMB  CLUB  SHOW  & 

SALE.  Drumheller  Stampede  Barn.  Competitions  begin  at 
Noon.  Lamb  BBQ  Supper  at  5  P.M.  For  further 
information  call  823-2036  (evenings). 

June  18  ROSEBUD  4-H  SHEEP  CLUB  (DIDSBURY)  SHOW  & 

SALE.  10:30  A.M.  at  Olds.  Reverse  Dutch  Auction  (Bids 
close  1  PM).  Advance  bids  &  spectators  welcome.  For 
information  call  335-4348  or  556-6687. 
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June  20  THE  CANADIAN  COOPERATIVE  WOOLGROWERS 

are  having  the  annual  wool  mohair  collections  at  Calgary 
Stockyards  (Highway  1  -  1  mile  west  of  Stratmore)  from  9 
A.M.  to  2  P.M.  -  contact  CCWG,  Lethbridge,  327-3760  and 
Red  Deer  (Burnt  Lake  Auction)  from  9  A.M.  to  3  P.M.  - 
contact  Art  or  Linda  Wiebe  (728-2748).  This  is  coordinated 
by  the  Central  Alberta  Woolgrowers  Association.  Please 
note  there  will  be  a  further  connection  at  Red  Deer  (Burnt 
Lake  Auction)  on  August  15,  1994,  from  9  A.M.  -  3  P.M. 
The  freight  charges  on  all  pick-ups  will  be  absorbed  by 
CCWG.  The  initial  price  for  white  domestic  fleece  is  40t 
per  lb  and  bellies  and  tags  We.  This  price  is  collected  at 
time  of  going  to  press.  Please  contact  CCWG  for  any  price 
changes  and  updates. 

June  25  MONTHLY  SHEEP  AND  GOAT  SALE  at  Camrose 

Auction  Market,  672-4496,  Camrose  at  3:00  P.M.  Look  for 
display  of  Lazy  'S'  Sheep  Supplies.  For  further  information 
contact  Camrose  Auction  at  672-4496. 

June  29  15TH  ANNUAL  RANGE  RAM  &  EWE  LAMB  SALE. 

1  P.M.  Fort  McCleod  Auction  Mart.  For  further 
information  call  George  Bourassa  at  553-3315. 

July  9  20TH  ANNUAL  ALBERTA  RAM  TEST  SALE.  1:00 

P.M.  Viezving  at  10:30  A.M.  Olds  Horse  Arena,  Olds, 
Alberta.  For  further  information  call  Wray  Whitmore  at 
427-5083. 

July  14  LLOYDMINSTER  COLONIAL  DAYS  SHEEP  SHOW. 

$1,000.00  Market  Lamb  jackpot  sponsored  by  Saskatchewan 
Wheat  Pool  Livestock  Division,  Lloydminster .  Grand 
Champion  receives  $500.00.  Entry  fee:  $20.00  if  entered  on 
or  before  ]une  17.  Late  entry  fee:  $40.00.  Junior  Shepherd 
Futurity  Shozv  sponsored  by  Hancock  Petro  Products, 
Lloydminster  and  junior  Shepherd  Show  sponsored  by 
Boundary  Ford,  Lloydminster.  For  more  information  and 
prize  lists  contact  the  Lloydminster  Exhibition  Association, 
Box  690,  Lloydminster,  Saskatchewan  S9V  0Y7  or  phone 
306-825-5571. 

July  22-24  ADVANCE  STOCK  DOG  HANDLERS  CLINICS  with 

Stuart  Erskine.  Pasu  Farm,  Carstairs,  Alberta.  Limited 
attendance  for  handlers  and  dogs  wishing  to  advance.  Call 
Pasu  Farm  at  337-2800  for  further  information. 
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July  28-30 


July  30 


August  20 


August  27 


August  27 


September  24 


September  30,  October  1  &  2 


VERMILION  FAIR.  AMATEUR  SHEEP  SHEARING 
CONTEST,  judged  for  shearing  and  preparation  of  fleece. 
Bring  your  own  helper  to  prepare  fleece.  Own  equipment 
required  but  can  be  provided.  Entry  fee  $10.00.  Prizes  are 
$100.00  for  1st,  $75.00  for  2nd  and  $50.00  for  3rd.  For 
more  information  contact  Bliss  Dickson,  Vermilion, 
853-2721. 

MONTHLY  SHEEP  AND  GOAT  SALE  at  Camrose 
Auction  Market,  672-4496,  Camrose  at  3:00  P.M.  Look  for 
display  of  Lazy  'S'  Sheep  Supplies.  For  further  information 
contact  Camrose  Auction  at  672-4496. 

PROGRESSIVE  SHEEP  BREEDERS  SALE.  Olds, 
Alberta.     Purebred  rams  and  ewes,  plus  commercial 
breeding  ewes  and  ewe  lambs.  For  information  call  Warren 
Moore,  549-2464,  fax  549-2465  or  Gordon  Fulton, 
224-3753,  fax  224-2729. 

PROFITS  ARE  HIGHER  from  a  TRECO  TEXEL  SIRE. 
Production  Sale.  For  details  phone  Tom  1-800-GO  TEXEL, 
6  P.M.  -  10  P.M. 

MONTHLY  SHEEP  AND  GOAT  SALE  at  Camrose 
Auction  Market,  672-4496,  Camrose  at  3:00  P.M.  Look  for 
display  of  Lazy  'S'  Sheep  Supplies.  For  further  information 
contact  Camrose  Auction  at  672-4496. 

MONTHLY  SHEEP  AND  GOAT  SALE  at  Camrose 
Auction  Market,  672-4496,  Camrose  at  3:00  P.M.  Look  for 
display  of  Lazy  'S'  Sheep  Supplies.  For  further  information 
contact  Camrose  Auction  at  672-4496. 

3  DAY  STOCK  DOG  SCHOOL.  With  Dale  Montgomery 
at  Battleford,  Saskatchezvan.  1  1/2  days  on  sheep,  11/2 
days  on  cattle.  Cattle  may  be  worked  on  foot  or  on 
horseback.  If  you  want  to  use  a  horse  -  bring  your  ozvn. 
For  more  information  call  or  write  Galawater  Kennels,  Earl 
&  Phyllis  Tinney,  RR#1,  Battleford,  Saskatchewan 
SOM  OEO,  306-937-2004.  Limited  registration. 


-7- 


October  12  &  14  ANNUAL  LAMBS  &  EWES,  RAMS  &  GOATS  SALE  - 

TOMPKINS  AUCTION  MART  LTD.  Tompkins, 
Saskatcheivan.  Lambs  on  October  12,  ewes,  rams  &  goats 
on  October  14.  Lambs  &  ewes  start  at  1:30  PM,  rams  at 
7:00  PM,  goats  to  follozv.  All  stock  to  be  in  yard  early  the 
day  before  the  sale.  Contact  Mel  Jacques,  306-622-4320  or 
Buster  Brown,  306-582-6200  or  sale  yard  sale  -  weeks  only 
-  306-622-2122. 

November  5-13  NORTHLANDS  FARMFAIR  '94  featuring  Market  Lamb 

Competition  (closing  entry  date  Sept  26),  Junior  Sheep 
(closing  entry  date  Sept  5),  Professional  Shearing 
Competition  (closing  entry  date  Sept  9)  and  Wool 
Competition  and  Display  (closing  entry  date  Sept  26). 
'Shearing  Time'  -  we  hear  you  have  some  good  fleeces, 
consider  putting  them  aside  in  clean  containers  for  entry  in 
Northlands  Fairfair  '94.  For  further  information  - 
Edmonton  Northlands  -  Box  1480,  Edmonton,  T5J  2N5, 
471-7232  or  Jack  Francis,  11647  -  73  Avenue,  Edmonton, 
T6G  0E3f  436-5992. 


Sheep 


Development  Advisors  Appointed 


university  of  Guelph .  ^  ^  myself  Qn  sheep 

Both  Cathy  and  Susan  win 
research  and  extention  projects. 


Wray  Whitmore 
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20TH  ANNUAL  ALBERTA  RAM  TEST  STATION  SALE 
Saturday,  July  9th 

Olds  Horse  Arena  Olds,  Alberta 

Ram  viewing  at  10:30  am 
Sale  Begins  at  1:00  pm 

Featuring  performance  tested  ram  lambs 
indexing  above  100  (above  average  for  their 
breed).  A  limited  number  of  yearling  wool  breeds 
also  available. 

Breeds  available  include;  Dorset,  Suffolk, 
Polypay,  Hampshire,  Rambouillet,  and 

Southdowns. 

Order  Buying  Available.  For  More  Information 
Contact : 


Wray  Whitmore 
*2Q4  7000-  113  St 

Edmonton  Alberta 
T6H  5T6 

Phone  -  (403)  427  -  5083 
Fax  - (403)  427  -  1057 


/dlberra 

AGRICULTURE,  FOOD  AND 
RURAL  DEVELOPMENT 


SHEEP  PRODUCTION  STRATEGIES 


Dr.  L.  Anne  McClelland,  Sheep  Specialist 
Dr.  Brian  Freeze,  Livestock  Economist 


Sheep  producers  face  complex  management  decisions.  Changes  in  breed  composition 
or  genetic  improvement  of  ewe  or  lamb  flocks  may  affect  feed  intake,  lamb  growth  rate, 
carcass  quality,  lambing  percentages,  fertility,  survival  rates  and  labor  requirements.  To 
decide  which  breeds,  crossbreeds,  diets,  etc.  are  most  economical,  the  entire  production 
system  must  be  considered,  and  each  farm  has  unique  characteristics  that  may  affect 
economic  comparisons.  Such  complex  decision-making  can  be  aided  by  farm  simulation 
models.  To  serve  the  needs  of  producers  and  extension  agents  for  economic  projections 
and  evaluations,  scientists  at  Agriculture  and  Agri-Food  Canada's  Lethbridge  Research 
Center  are  developing  a  sheep  production  model  for  personal  computers. 

Using  the  model  and  data  from  the  Lethbridge  sheep  flock,  a  number  of  projections  were 
made  for  a  hypothetical  500  ewe  flock  over  four  years.  The  results  emphasize  the 
economic  importance  of  the  number  of  lambs  born  per  ewe  bred,  ewe  flock  feed 
consumption,  carcass  price  and  quality,  and  lamb  rearing  costs. 

For  example,  a  straightbred  Romanov  flock,  although  marketing  15  per  cent  more  lambs 
than  a  Romanov  X  Suffolk  crossbred  flock,  only  nets  53  per  cent  of  the  profits  of  a 
crossbred  system.  These  differences  arise  from  improved  carcass  quality  and  lower  lamb 
rearing  costs  for  crossbred  lambs.  In  comparison,  straightbred  Suffolk  flocks  marketed 
only  44  per  cent  of  the  lambs  in  the  Romanov  system,  but  netted  94  per  cent  of  the 
revenue.  Due  to  differences  in  ewe  size,  the  Suffolk  flock  required  almost  20  per  cent 
more  forage  than  the  Romanov  flock.  Raising  feeder  lambs  required  87  per  cent  more 
feed  in  the  Romanov  system  but  carcasses  were  discounted  22  per  cent  at  slaughter  due 
to  low  muscle  score  and  finish.  Under  the  new  grading  system,  carcasses  are  priced  on 
both  fat  and  lean  content.  Labor  requirements  were  26  per  cent  higher  in  the  Romanov 
system. 

Overall  profitability  was  highest  when  using  breeding  programs,  such  as  Romanov 
crossbreeding,  which  market  high  numbers  of  lambs  while  maintaining  carcass  quality. 
Maintaining  leanness  at  higher  carcass  weights  also  increases  profitability.  Other  factors 
which  greatly  affect  the  profitability  of  sheep  farming  include  the  price  of  feedgrain,  and 
the  base  price  of  slaughter  lambs.  Changes  in  the  relative  prices  of  inputs  and  products 
can  dramatically  change  the  economic  situation,  but  modelling  can  allow  the  producers 
to  test  "best  case"  and  worst  case  scenarios  in  farm  planning.  Producers  can  examine 
the  economic  impact  of  changing  size  of  flock,  breed  of  ewes,  time  of  lambing,  lambing 
interval,  labor,  use  of  hormones,  housing,  price  of  feed  and  other  variables. 

Development  of  the  Lethbridge  Research  Center  sheep  production  simulation  model 
"Sheep  Strategies  For  Windows"  is  continuing.  The  program  should  be  released  for 
producer  testing  in  late  1994. 
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Predation  Losses  of  Sheep  in  Alberta 

Problem  Wildlife  staff  of  Alberta  Agriculture,   Food  and  Rural 
Development  conducted  a  telephone  survey  of  sheep  producers  to  determine 
predation  losses  in  1993.     Producers  were  randomly  selected  from  the 
mailing  list  of  Sheep  Notes  and  News.     A  comparable  survey  of  members  of 
the  Alberta  Provincial  Sheep  Breeders  was  conducted  in  1974.  Results 
from  1974  and  1993  are  compared  below.     In  general,   lamb  production  was 
higher     and  mortality  of  lambs  was  lower  from  all  causes  in  1993,  in 
comparison  to  1974. 

Predation  was  very  low  in  1993,   averaging  0.5  percent  for  ewes  and  0.6 
percent  for  lambs.     Coyotes,  dogs  and  other  predators  were  responsible 
for  86,   13  and  1  percent  of  predation,   respectively.     One-third  of  the 
producers  reported  predation  losses.     Predation  was  similar  in  confined, 
semi-confined  and  range  flocks. 

Guard  dogs,  donkeys  and  electric  fences  were  used  for  predation 
prevention  by  one-half  of  the  producers  with  two-thirds  of  the  lambs. 
Eighteen  percent  of  producers  used  electric  fences  and  11  percent  used 
guard  donkeys.     Guard  dogs  tended  to  be  used  by  larger  producers. 
One-quarter  of  the  producers  used  guard  dogs  and  they  had  one-half  of 
the  lambs.     Great  Pyrenees  was  the  most  common  guard  dog. 


Surveys  of  mortality  of 

sheep  in 

Alberta,  1974 

and  1993. 

Survey  Question 

Ewes 

Lambs 

1974 

1993 

1974 

1993 

Nos.  of  farms  surveyed 

75 

76 

75 

76 

Numbers  of  sheep 

11,880 

8,482 

13,614 

13,832 

Sheep  per  farm 

158 

112 

182 

182 

Lambs  per  100  ewes 

115 

163 

Mortality  (%  loss) 

Lambing/birth 

0.7 

4.3 

7.4 

4.6 

Disease 

2.7 

0.6 

4.5 

1.1 

Predation 

1.6 

0.5 

2.8 

0.6 

Other  causes 

1.6 

1.8 

1.0 

1.7 

Total 

6.6 

7.2 

15.7 

8.0 
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OBITUARY 
MARY  HELEN  PICKARD 


PICKARD  -  MARY  HELEN,  on  May  6,  1994,  aged  75  years,  of  Olds  and 
Didsbury.  Wife  of  Lloyd  Pickard,  deceased.  Beloved  mother  of  Barbara 
(Jordan)  Sullivan,  Oakville,  Ontario;  Russell  (Elaine),  Didsbury;  Shirley, 
Calgary;  Kathleen  (Bill)  Windsor,  Didsbury;  Janessa  (Eric)  Wade,  Malaysia. 
Also  survived  by  her  grandchildren,  Michele  (Vince)  Thompson;  Sandra, 
Elspeth,  and  Jordan  Sullivan;  Jason  and  Jennifer  Pickard;  Joel  and  Paul 
Windsor;  Meagan  Wade;  two  sisters,  Ada  Prentice,  Saskatoon,  and  Alice 
Shirley,  Edmonton.  Predeceased  by  her  husband  Lloyd,  her  parents,  two 
brothers  and  one  grandson,  Russell  Windsor.  Mary  was  born  in  Manola, 
Alberta,  in  1 91 8  and  raised  in  Edmonton.  She  was  married  to  Lloyd  in  1 942, 
and  lived  in  Calgary,  Alberta;  Oakville,  Ontario  and  Olds,  Alberta,  prior  to 
moving  to  the  Mount  View  Health  Care  Centre  in  Didsbury.  She  was  an 
active  member  of  the  Olds  Handicraft  Guild  and  the  Olds  Agricultural 
Society,  and  was  an  honorary  member  of  the  Oakville  Handweavers  and 
Spinners  Guild  and  the  Canadian  Guild  of  Weavers.  She  was  honored  by 
the  Province  of  Alberta  in  recognition  of  her  contribution  to  Advanced 
Education.  She  was  the  first  life  member  of  the  Handweavers,  Spinners  and 
Dyers  of  Alberta,  in  honor  of  the  work  she  did  to  promote  handicrafts  in  the 
province,  and  was  editor  of  their  newsletter.  She  was  President  of  the 
Horticulture  and  Creative  Arts  Section  of  the  Mountain  View  County  Fair  for 
many  years.  Memorial  services  were  held  on  Friday,  May  13, 1994  from  the 
Mountain  View  Funeral  Chapel,  Olds.  Interment  followed  at  the  Olds 
Cemetery.  If  friends  desire,  memorial  donations  may  be  given  to  the 
Mountain  View  Health  Care  Centre,  Didsbury,  or  the  charity  of  one's  choice. 
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June  1,  1994 


To:  ALL  ALBERTA  LAMB  PRODUCERS 


THANKS! 


Thank  you  for  the  last  three  years. 

As  of  June  3,  1994 1  have  left  the  employ  of  Canada  West  Foods  and  I  have  accepted  a 
new  challenge  with  Westbrook  Trading  in  Calgary.  I  would  just  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  thank  each  of  you  that  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  dealing  with.  It  has 
been  an  exciting  education  for  me  and  I  have  enjoyed  every  bit  of  it.  1  believe  over  the 
last  three  years  we,  as  an  industry,  have  come  a  long  way.  Some  of  our 
accomplishments  are: 

1.  The  new  grading  system  that  pays  premiums  for  lean,  well  muscled 
animals. 

2.  Improving  the  quality  of  Alberta  lambs. 

3.  Increasing  the  supply  of  out  of  season  lambs. 
Again,  thank  you  for  the  good  times  and  GOOD  BYE. 
Best  Rggards, 


T  A 
The  Classifieds 


FOR  SALE  -  SHEEP 

REGISTERED  ROMNEY  rams  -  1  -  2  yr  old  &  2 
yearlings.  Susan,  Beaverlodge,  354-2047  (6) 

FOR  THE  first  time  ever!  Briar  Glen  Farms  will  be 
offering  approximately  75-80  of  their  older  brood  ewes 
for  sale.  They  will  still  have  a  couple  of  productive 
years  left  to  give  their  new  owners  some  of  our 
excellent  lean  meat  producing  lambs.  The  bloodlines 
will  include  Dorsets  from  our  farmous  top  gaining 
R.O.P.  producers,  our  foundation  New  Zealand  ewes 
and  a  number  of  older  Happy  Valley  Rambouillet  ewes. 
This  is  an  excellent  opportunity  for  a  commercial 
producer  to  upgrade  their  present  stock  or  as  a  starter 
flock  for  someone  who  wants  a  long  line  of  producers 
who  have  remained  sound  and  productive  for  years. 
This  will  be  a  once  only  opportunity.  $150  each. 
Marilyn,  Strathmore,  934-4262  or  FAX  934-5027  (6) 

CANADIAN  REGISTERED  Polypay  ewes,  ewe  lambs, 
ram  and  ram  lambs.  Crossbred  Polypay  ewes  and 
ewe  lambs.  Darbi  Rawluk,  Lougheed,  386-2357  (6) 


1  REGISTERED  Suffolk  ram.  5  yrs  old  from  Pat  Read. 
1  registered  Dorset  ram.  5  yrs  old  from  D.  Cadsand. 
1  Hampshire  X  Suffolk  ram  lamb.  Born  Jan  1/94. 
Several  purebred  Dorset  ram  lambs  born  Oct-Dec  '93. 
Don,  Ft.  Saskatchewan,  998-9062  (6) 


1  PUREBRED  Dorset  ram.  18  months  old.  Proven 
breeder.  Neil,  Olds,  556-7109  (6) 


10  MERINO/FINN  cross  ewe  lambs,  twin  &  triplet  only. 
Available  in  May.  $1 1 0.00  each  or  $1 ,000.00  for  whole 
group.  Merino/Finn  cross  ram  lambs,  twin  &  triplet 
only.  Available  in  May.  $130.00  each.  Danae, 
Evansburg,  727-2934  (6) 


40  COMMERCIAL  1/2  Dorset  ewe  lambs.  Born  Jan 
'94.  From  twins  &  triplets.  $100.00  each.  Reg  or  Gail 
Wilford,  Alsike,  696-3647  (6) 


SUFFOLK  CROSS  ewes  with  lambs.  Twins  &  triplets. 
Meadowcroft,  High  Prairie,  523-2473  (6) 


2  RAMS  -  1  Suffolk  &  1  Dorset.  Also  Suffolk/Dorset 
cross  ewes  &  ewe  lambs.  Lee,  Wetaskiwin, 
352-2949  (6) 


ARE  YOU  READY?  Suffolk/Hampshire/North  Country 
Cheviot  rams.  Also  Romonov  cross  ewe  lambs. 
Dennis,  Red  Water,  942-4537  (6) 


PUREBRED  SUFFOLK  ewe  lambs  &  ram  lambs  can 
be  registered.  Gladys,  Red  Deer,  346-6781  or 
347-0668  (evenings  pis)  (6) 


25  EWES.  All  were  twins.  No  culls.  15  - 1  yr  olds,  3  - 
3  yr  olds,  5  -  4  yr  olds  and  2  -  5  yr  olds.  Adrian,  Ft. 
Saskatchewan,  998-7358  (6) 

360  RAMBOUILLET  ewes.   Approx.  90%  which  are 
yearlings.  Complete  dispersal.  Michael,  Milo, 
599-3790  (6) 


1  -  4  yr  old  registered  Suffolk  ram  -  Edith  Williams 
breeding  -  $250.00.  1  -  2  yr  old  registered  Southdown 
ram  -  P.J.  Prank  breeding  -  $300.00.  1  -  1  yr  old 
registered  Hampshire  ram  -  Pat  Reid  &  son  breeding  - 
$300.00.  Dianne,  Okotoks,  938-7915  (6) 


34  SUFFOLK  cross  ewes,  3  Suffolk  rams,  3  Romanov 
rams,  1  Hampshire  ram.  Theresa,  Drayton  Valley, 
542-7916  (6) 

2  WHITE-face  Romanov  cross  -  1  ewe,  1  ram  -  March 
born.  3  Romanov/Suffolk  cross  ewes.  1  Romanov/ 
Suffolk  ram  -  Feb  born.   1  black  Suffolk  ram  -  April 
born.  All  twins.  1  older  white-face  ewe,  good  mother. 
Asking  $100  each.  Kammy,  Ponoka,  783-3537  (7) 

4  YEARLING  ewes  &  1  -  2  yr  old  ram  -  a  Canadian 
Arcott/Suffolk  cross.  Jergen  Moll,  Whitecourt, 
778-4272  (7) 


FLOCK  DISPERSAL  -  50  Suffolk  cross  white-face, 
open,  commercial  ewes.  $100  each.  Aaron,  Ponoka, 
783-8477  (7) 


JANUARY  BORN  &  March,  April  born  ewe  lambs. 
From  highly  prolific  flock.  1/4  Romanov/1/4  Dorset,  1/2 
Suffolk.  Rolland  or  Angelika,  Fallis, 
797-5339  (7) 


GOOD  COMMERCIAL  Suffolk  ewes.  No  culls.  2  -  1 
yr  olds,  2  -  4  yr  olds  &  2  -  7  yr  olds.  Reason  to  sell  - 
reducing  flock  to  purebred  only.  Also  1  tall  purebred 
Suffolk  yearling  ram  &  1  registered  purebred  Border 
Leicester  yearling  ram.  Excellent  to  cross  onto 
Suffolks  for  lean  carcasses  and  good  milk  and 
mothering  abilities  for  future  breeding  stock.  Judy, 
Innisfree,  592-2167  (7) 


1  DORSET  ram. 
662-2479 


8  yrs  old.  Gentle. 


Pat,  Tofield, 

(7) 
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19  GOOD  young  black-face  ewes  with  35  lambs  at 
side.  Lambs  born  March  &  April.  Asking  $3000.00. 
Lyle  Lybbert,  Fort  Macleod,  553-2297  (7) 


10  EWE  lambs.  Born  mid-February  -  mid-March. 
From  registered  Columbian  ram  &  Suffolk  cross  ewes. 
Alven,  Vulcan,  485-2111  (7) 


50  CROSSBRED  Suffolk/Arcott/Finn  ewes.  1 
Hampshire  ram.  Kevin,  Carstairs,  337-3197  (leave 
message)  (7) 

MEATY  DORSET  rams  and  maternal  Dorset  ewe 
lambs.  Gordon  Fulton,  Bowden,  224-3753  (7) 


4  YEARLING  Rambouillet  rams.  Born  January  1993. 
1  -  yearling  Rambouillet  ram,  born  October  1992.  1  - 
3  yr  old  Rambouillet  ram,  Ross  Mouser  breeding. 
Mike,  Bowden,  224-3743  (7) 

COLOURED  RAM  lambs  born  February  &  March  '94. 

5  to  choose  from.  Very  black  fleeces.  Call  Linda, 
Bowden,  224-3743  (7) 

TOP  QUALITY  Rambouillet  flock.  100  purebred  ewes 
plus  April  born  lambs  and  yearling  rams.  Prefer  to  sell 
as  a  unit.  Scott  or  Cindy,  Strathmore,  934-3675 
(evenings)  (7) 


AT  THE  Classic  -  1  yearling  Suffolk  ewe  of  Codan 
bloodlines  from  sire  evaluated  ram  to  sell  also  home 
tested.  1  ram  lamb  from  sire  evaluated  ram,  Arkell 
Station  tested  to  sell.  Complete  flock  Maedi  Visna 
tested  4  yrs  free  all  negative.  Codan  Suffolks,  Bill  & 
Lynne  Duffield,  R  R  #2,  Wyoming,  Ontario  N0N  1T0, 
519-899-2663  (7) 


DUE  TO  our  international  success  with  our  Suffolks, 
Columbias  and  Rambouillet,  we  have  decided  to 
disperse  of  our  robust  Hampshires  and  remaining  top 
North  Country  Cheviots.  The  Hampshire  flock  consists 
of  approximately  12  mature  ewes,  3  yearling  ewes  and 
3  ewe  lambs,  package  price  $5300.00.  The  North 
Country  flock  consists  of  6  mature  ewes  and  4  yearling 
ewes,  package  price  $3000.00.  All  rams  have  already 
been  sold  and  each  flock  to  sell  complete.  Here  is 
your  opportunity  to  buy  quality  in  a  working  package. 
Call  today  to  Warren  Moore,  Moore-Hauser  Sheep  Co., 
Stavely,  Alberta,  549-2464  (7) 


PROFITS  ARE  higher  from  a  TRECO  Texel  sire 
production  sale  August  27,  1994.  Details  phone  Tom 
1-800-GO  TEXEL,  6  P.M.  -  10  P.M.  (7) 


FOR  SALE  -  GOATS 

2  BRED  Saanen  does  due  in  July,  2  young  Saanen 
does,  2  young  Saanen  bucks,  all  are  healthy,  friendly, 
born  in  1994  from  excellent  milking  stock,  tatooed  and 
papered.  Erika  Vester,  Olds,  work,  556-2299  or 
Carstairs,  home,  337-2496  (7) 

1  WHITE  wether  Cashmere  billy.  1  Cashmere  buck. 
Proven.  2  yrs  old.  3  -  2  yr  old  Cashmere  females. 

3  -  1  yr  old  Cashmere  females.  Marg  or  Tony, 
Okotoks,  938-4307  (7) 


FOR  SALE  -  DOGS 

STOCKDOGS  -  CUSTOM  training,  purchasing  or 

selling,  assessments,  clinics,  lessons  or  advice.  Call 

Stuart,  Westerose,  586-2747  (6) 

SHEPHERD  PUPS.     Both  parents  working  dogs. 

Ready  to  go  mid-May.   $150  each.  Mike,  Tofield, 

662-4269  (6) 


REGISTERED  BORDER  Collie  pups  born  Mar  22/94. 
From  working  parents.  Claude,  Hays,  725-2009  (6) 

KUVASZ  LIVESTOCK  guard  dog  pups.  Purebred. 
$250.00  each.  Dennis,  Leduc,  986-6295  (6) 

5  YR  old  Great  Pyreenes  pup.  Female.  Pearl,  Rocky 
Mtn  House,  845-6740  (7) 

BORDER  COLLIES  from  working  parents  - 1 1  months 
old.  2  females,  1  male.  Had  shots  &  been  wormed. 
Started  training  on  sheep.  Asking  $300  each.  Jerry, 
Golden,  B.C.,  604-348-2317  (7) 

REGISTERED  BORDER  Collie  pups  -  born  Apr  20/94. 
Sire  -  Shawn  Well's  'Chance'  1992.  Pro-novice  dog  of 
the  year  ASDA.  'Chance's'  breeding  goes  back  to 
David  McTeirs'  'Ben'  -  a  national  champion,  and  John 
Rickardsons'  'Wiston  Cap'  -  International  champion. 
Dam  -  Shawn  Wells'  'Jenny'  imported  from  Jack  Knox. 
Jenny's  breeding  also  goes  back  to  Wiston  Cap.  Call 
Shawn  Wells  or  Joanne  Vance,  Pincher  Creek, 
627-5588  (7) 


FOR  SALE  -  MISCELLANEOUS 

GELDED  YEARLING  donkeys.  Raised  with  sheep. 
Gwen,  Red  Deer,  347-0668  (After  8  PM)  (6) 


FEMALE  DONKEY.  6  yrs  old.  With  foal  2  months  old. 
Both  very  friendly.  Raised  with  sheep.  Meadowcroft, 
High  Prairie,  523-2473  (6) 
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TILTING  SHEEP  squeeze 
Valley,  542-7916 


$250.00  Theresa,  Drayton 
(6) 


EXPERIENCED  MALE  guard  donkey.  1  1/2  yr  old. 
Used  to  sheep,  cattle  &  children.  Broke  halter  &  riding. 
$450.00.  Dave  or  Carolyn,  Rochester,  698-2585  (6) 


STOMP  COYOTE  problems  with  a  guard  donkey.  2  - 
5  yr  old  geldings,  2  yearling  geldings.  All  started  with 
our  sheep.  3  -  jennies  -  will  be  bred  for  '95  foals. 
Visitors  always  welcome.  Elsie  Mackay,  Mannville, 
763-3749  (7) 


BARRELS  -  45  gallon  plastic,  top  in  or  out.  Clean, 
ready  to  use.  No  chemicals.  $25.00  each.  Elsie 
Mackay,  Mannville,  763-3749  (7) 


GREAT  BUSINESS  opportunity  -  Galawater  Holiday 
Kennels  is  for  sale  -  160  acres  -  1/2  mile  of  lakefront 
property.  Accommodation  for  every  type  of  dog  and 
cat.  Established  over  eight  years.  Lucrative  business 
with  good  client  base.  Good  outbuildings  to  raise 
exotic  animals.  Bed  &  breakfast  cottage  on  property  - 
Many  extras,  deck,  sunroom,  two  wood  burning  stoves 
etc.  Steal  at  $1 60,000.00  Earl  and  Phyllis  Tinney,  R  R 
#1,  Battleford,  Saskatchewan  S0M  0E0, 
306-937-2004  (7) 


SHEARER  AVAILABLE 

WILL  DO  sheep  or  goats.  Brian,  Breton, 
696-3605  (6) 

SHEARER  AVAILABLE  for  hoof  trimming  &  shearing. 
Also  clipper  blade  sharpening  available.  Brendin  Ross, 
Ponoka,  783-6382  (6) 


SHEARER  AVAILABLE. 
Spence,  437-5889 


Edmonton 


area.  Philip 
(7) 


HELP  AVAILABLE 

EXPERIENCED  SHEPHERD  available  July  1/94.  Two 
dogs.  Will  work  anywhere..  Danae,  Evansburg, 
727-2934  (6) 


WANTED  -  SHEEP 

FEEDER  LAMBS,  cull  ewes  &  breeding  ewes.  John, 
Westlock,  349-5203  (No  Sunday  calls  please)  (6) 

1  RAMBOUILLET  ram.  Twin.  For  small  flock.  Marie, 
Blackie,  684-3782  (6) 


FOR  SALE  OR  TRADE 


WANTED  -  GOATS 


2  PUREBRED  unregistered  Polypay  ram  lambs  born 
Apr  2/94  -  $90.00  each  or  trade  for  Romney  or 
Romney  cross  ram  or  ram  lambs.  M.  Thiessen, 
Grimshaw,  971-2493  (6) 


1  -  4  yr  old  Suffolk  ram  -  $95  or  trade  for  Rambouillet 
ram,  twin.  Marie,  Blackie,  684-3782  (6) 

1  MALE  Border  Collie,  2  yrs  old,  trained.  1  male 
Border  Collie,  1  yrold,  started  and  1  female  tri-colored 
Border  Collie,  4  yrs  old,  trained.  For  Sale  or  Trade. 
Call  Shawn  Wells  or  Joanne  Vance,  Pincher  Creek, 
627-5588  (7) 

7/8  ROMANOV  ram  lamb  -  triplet,  born  Jan  '94. 
$100.00  or  trade  for  Columbia  ewe.  Elsie  Makay, 
Mannville,  763-3749  (7) 


TO  GIVE  AWAY 

PYREENES  CROSS  pups.  Keith,  Grimshaw, 
971-2350  (6) 


YOUNG  BILLIES  65-1 00  lbs  or  young  Nannies  70-1 00 
lbs.  Also  buying  mature  billies  &  nannies,  feeder 
lambs,  cull  ewes  &  rams.  Miles  Buswell,  Edmonton, 
988-5468  (6) 


GOOD  DOE  &  doe  kids  for  breeding  stock.  No  horns. 
No  Nubians.  Art  Tilma,  Smoky  Lake,  656-2374  (6) 


WANTED  -  MISCELLANEOUS 

GREEN  CERTIFICATE  Level  II  band  a  booklet. 
Robert  Hornbrook,  Edmonton,  427-2173  (6) 


BACK  ISSUES  of  Handwoven  Magazine. 
Bowden,  224-3753 


Geri  McNeil, 
(7) 


SERVICES  AVAILABLE 

CUSTOM  WOOLEN  Mills  -  processing  your  wool  into 
a  wide  variety  of  products  -  batts,  comforters,  mattress 
pads,  sleeping  bags,  a  variety  of  carded  wools  and 
yarns,  natural  and  dyed  colours,  blankets,  work  socks. 
For  details,  Custom  Woolen  Mills,  R  R  #1,  Carstairs, 
Alberta  TOM  ONO,  telephone/fax  493-337-2221  (6) 
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STOCKDOGS  -  THE  coming  months  are  often  the  best 
time  of  the  year  for  training.  There  are  training  clinics 
available,  geared  to  teach  you  how  to  train  your  own 
dog  or  have  me  custom  train  your  dog  for  you.  If  you 
wish  to  host  a  clinic,  buy  or  sell  a  dog  -  call  Stuart, 
Westerose,  586-2747  (7) 


WHAT'S  HAPPENING  in  the  sheep  industry?  You  can 
find  out  by  subscribing  to  The  Shepherd's  Journal. 
One  of  the  most  comprehensive  national  sheep 
publications  in  Canada.  10  issues  a  year  at  $21.40 
including  GST.  The  Shepherd's  Journal,  Box  99, 
Mossleigh,  Alberta  TOL  1  P0,  534-21 85  (7) 


ATTENTION  -       The  National  Sheep  ROP  Meetings  will  take  place  in  Alberta 
on  July  7  &  8,  1994.  The  meeting  will  be  held  in  Airdrie  at  the  Regional  Agriculture 
Building,  starting  at  9:00  A.M. 

Any  producer  with  comments/concerns  on  sheep  ROP  should 
contact  Kim  Stanford  at  381-5150  or  Wray  Whitmore  at  427-5083  before  the  meeting  to 
voice  their  concerns. 


EDITOR'S  NOTE 


Classified  Ads  and  Coming  Events  may  be  placed  in  Sheep  Footnotes  free-of -charge  by  contacting: 


Janet  Smalley 
Cattle  &  Sheep  Branch 
#204,  7000  -113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T6H  5T6 


Bag  3014 

Lethbridge,  Alberta 
T1J  4C7 


Terry  Sheen 
Field  Services 


Ph:  (403)  427-5083 
FAX  (403)  427-1057 


Ph:  (403)  381-5106 
FAX  (403)  382-4526 


The  deadline  for  Classified  Ads  and  Coming  Events  is  the  24th  day  of  the  month  prior 
to  the  month  of  publication. 


Coming  Events  will  be  run  every  month  from  when  they  are  placed  until  the  event.  Please  Note: 
Events  should  be  placed  in  Coming  Events  at  least  6  weeks  in  advance  in  order  to  ensure  their 
publication  before  they  occur. 


Classified  Ads  will  run  initially  for  trvo  months,  unless  cancelled  after  the  first  month. 
After  the  first  two  months,  ads  may  be  renewed  each  month  by  contacting  Janet  Smalley 
at  427-5083.  Ads  must  not  exceed  hvo  column  inches  in  length  or  they  will  be  edited. 
All  ads  must  be  submitted  with  a  name,  an  address  and  a  phone  number  or  they  will 
not  be  run.  Sheep  Footnotes  reserves  the  right  to  restrict  the  length,  content  and  run  of 
any  Classified  Ad. 


Material  in  Sheep  Footnotes  may  be  reprinted  in  other  publications,  but  source  must  be  stated 
and  content  of  articles  may  not  be  changed  without  authors'  permission. 


EDITORS  OF  OTHER  PUBLICATIONS 


ALBERTA  SHEEP 

NEWS  AND  VIEWS..  


VOLUME  4  ISSUE  1  JUNE  1994 

ALBERTA  SHEEP  AND  WOOL  COMMISSION 

STRATEGIC  PLAN 
IN  FINAL  STAGES 


After  a  year  and  a  half  of  soul  searching  the  Alberta 
Sheep  Industry  Task  Force  (ASITF)  is  about  to  issue  a 
strategic  plan  of  objectives  for  the  development  and 
expansion  of  the  Alberta  Sheep  Industry.  The  plan 
includes  the  creation  of  committees  to  carry  out  the 
strategies  and  actions  to  achieve  the  objectives.  The 
ASITF  agreed  to  the  need  for  action  committees 
otherwise  it  was  felt  the  plan  would  end  up  gathering 
dust  along  with  so  many  other  sheep  industry  studies. 

Committees  will  be  meeting  to  implement  strategies,  to 
make  recommendations  to  various  industry  sectors  and 
to  evaluate  progress  and  results.  Committees  are 
composed  of  a  team  of  stakeholders  that  have  an  interest 
in  a  specific  objective.  Committee  Chairmen  have  been 
appointed  as  follows: 

PRODUCTS  &  PROCESSING  -  LOIS  GEORGE 
PRODUCTION  &  ECONOMICS  -  STEN  LUNDBERG 
POLICY  &  RESEARCH  -  EDITH  WILLIAMS 


PREDATOR  CONTROL 
MEETING  PLANNED 

Last  year  the  Commission  hosted  a  meeting  in  Brooks 
where  participants  reviewed  the  present  status  of 
predator  control  measures  in  Alberta.  A  number  of 


recommendations  arose  from  that  meeting,  some  of 
which  have  been  carried  out.  In  order  to  follow  up  other 
suggestions  a  further  meeting  this  August  is  being 
considered. 

Also,  this  past  year,  wolf  activity  and  predation  has 
been  increasing  in  the  Cardston/Waterton  Park  area. 
This  has  affected  not  only  sheep  producers  in  that  area 
but  also  cattlemen.  In  addition  livestock  producers  in 
Montana  have  expressed  deep  concern,  as  the  wolfpack 
in  question  regularly  travels  into  that  state.  The  meeting 
could  be  expanded  to  include  those  affected  by  wolf 
predation  and  the  Fish  &  Wildlife  officials  responsible 
for  this  issue.  If  you  are  interested  in  attending  this 
meeting  please  advise  the  Commission  office  and  you 
will  be  sent  a  notice  once  a  firm  date  and  location  is 
established. 
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MARKETS!  MARKETS!  MARKETS! 


BY  WILL   VERBOVEN,   ASWC  MANAGER 


LAMB  MARKET  STEADY 
AT  LEAST  IN  ALBERTA 

Any  hope  of  a  strong  lamb  market  this  spring  were 
dashed  last  rebruary/march  when  American  markets 
especially  for  heavy  carcasses  (over  55  lbs.)  stayed 
depressed.  Prices  were  as  much  as  20  to  30  dollars 
below  the  same  time  last  year.  Interestingly,  the  law  of 
supply  and  demand  apparently  isn't  working  either,  as 
American  processing  is  down  4  to  10  percent  from  last 
year  -  Yet  demand  remains  steady.  Some  reports  say 
that  the  culprit  is  increased  lamb  imports  from  Australia 
and  New  Zealand  into  the  USA  which  are  up  by  as  much 
as  46%  over  last  year. 

In  Alberta  markets  remained  steady  and  even  increased 
slightly  at  Canada  West  Foods.  Two  factors  seem  to 
affect  that  situation,  the  weakness  of  the  Canadian 
dollar  and  CWF  doesn't  deal  in  US  type  heavy 
carcasses.  CWF  has  expressed  that  their  preferred 
market  lambs  are  in  fact  in  short  supply.  However, 
feedlot  operators  have  been  steadily  exporting  lambs  into 
the  USA  and  Ontario  over  the  past  few  months. 

More  worrisome  is  that  if  lamb  prices  fall  significantly 
below  present  levels,  as  per  the  usual  summer/fall  cycle, 
it  could  seriously  erode  producer  confidence.  That  could 
stall  flock  expansion  and  even  cause  a  decline  to  begin, 
especially  if  a  feed  shortage  develops. 

My  prediction  for  the  next  few  months  is  that  I  feel 
prices  will  not  drop  significantly  until  the  end  of  july. 
Supply  of  desirable  lambs  will  remain  tight.  However, 
my  feeling  is  that  American  breakers/wholesalers  (who 
actually  set  the  price  in  the  USA)  may  be  adjusting  to  a 
lower  domestic  supply  for  the  long  term  and  adjusting 
prices  downward.  My  assumption  is  that  imports  will 
take  up  the  slack.  Although  I  hope  I  am  wrong  in  this 
case.  Theoretically,  less  supply  along  with  a  strong 
American  Lamb  promotion  campaign  should  see  prices 
strengthening.  80  cent  lambs  until  July  dropping  to  70 
cents  for  august  on.  I  plan  to  start  praying  (again)  that 
it  doesn't  drop  any  lower. 

PRIZE  FOR  HIGHEST 
GRADING  LAMBS 


rest  of  us  would  sure  like  to  know  how  you  do  it.  We 
would  like  to  know  if  you  are  the  producer/colony  that 
consistently  markets  lambs  that  grade  the  highest  on  the 
National  Lamb  Classification  Standards.  In  order  to  find 
out  who  you  are  the  Commission  and  Canada  West 
Foods(CWF)  are  planning  to  set  up  a  program  to 
identify  that  producer/colony  and  to  award  a  cash  prize 
for  consistently  achieving  those  high  standards. 

CWF  is  modifying  their  computer  program  so  that  it  will 
automatically  compile  the  data  from  grading  statements 
and  identify  the  top  producer/colony.  Discussions  are 
underway  as  to  what  is  fair  and  feasible  as  to  making 
awards  monthly,  quarterly,  or  annually.  However,  there 
is  one  catch  before  any  prizes  are  issued,  the  winning 
producer/colony  will  have  to  agree  to  allow  the 
Commission  to  publish  how  it  was  done.  That  is  we 
would  all  like  to  know  what  production  practices, 
breeds,  feeding  etc...  were  used  to  achieve  those  top 
grading  results.  The  idea  being  it  will  serve  as  an 
example  as  to  what  can  be  done  under  the  right 
conditions.  More  details  on  the  program  will  be 
published  in  upcoming  editions  of  the  NewsLetter. 


MARKET  LINES 

THE  COMMISSION  24  HOUR 
MARKET  HOTLINE  IS  UPDATED 
WEEKLY  TO  GIVE  YOU  CURRENT 
INFORMATION  ON  LAMB  &  WOOL 
PRICES  IN  ALBERTA  AND  THE  USA. 


JUST  CALL  

1  -  295  -  3122 


AMERICAN  MARKET  LINE 
1  -  303  -  771  -  8503 


Maybe  you  already  know  or  maybe  you  don't  but  the 


MARKETS!  MARKETS!  MARKETS!  CONTINUED 


HIGHEST  WOOL  PRICES 
SO  FAR   

The  Nanton  Wool  Pool's  reputation  tor  setting  the 
highest  prices  has  continued  with  this  years  sale.  Keith 
Andrews  the  coordinator  for  the  Pool  sale  reported  that 
27,000  pounds  were  sold.  The  successful  buyer  was  the 
CCWG,  who  bid  against  two  American  wool  buyers. 
Prices  were  85  cents  for  fine,  83.5  cents  for  whiteface, 
52  cents  for  crossbred  wools  and  22  cents  for  tags  and 
bellies.  All  prices  were  FOB  local  shipping  point. 
Overall  wool  quantity  offered  for  sale  was  down  due  to 
late  shearing  and  aggressive  buying  by  the  CCWG. 

This  was  the  second  wool  pool  purchased  by  the 
CCWG.  Earlier  in  the  year  they  bought  the  Snowy 
Mountain  Wool  Pool  in  Idaho  paying  89  cents  for 
whiteface  and  55  cents  for  blackface  (exchange  factor 
1 .35).  This  is  believed  to  be  the  first  time  the  CCWG 
has  purchased  an  American  Wool  Pool. 

WOOL  MARKET 

STAYS  STRONG  BUT  

My  ominous  predictions  last  february  for  a  tough  wool 
market  were  obviously  off  the  mark.  Although  my  off 
the  cuff  advice  to  sell  at  90  and  60  cents  may  yet  prove 
to  be  the  final  market.  At  the  time  of  writing  some 
American  wool  pools  were  selling  at  that  level  with 
some  fine  wools  hitting  1.10.  A  wool  industry 
newsletter  the  Boston  Commercial  Wool  Page  is 
predicting  that  the  domestic  wool  pipeline  may  be  getting 
full  and  prices  may  soon  level  off  and  decline.  Most 
American  wool  pools  have  been  sold  so  a  sudden  market 
drop  may  not  affect  producers  -  although  those  selling  on 
consignment  could  get  nervous. 

Prices  are  still  not  what  they  were  two  years  ago  but 
they  are  getting  closer.  With  the  decline  in  the 
American  sheep  flock  those  mills  that  use  domestic 
wool  may  have  to  be  more  competitive  to  garner 
supplies.  But  then  as  with  US  lamb  they  may  adjust  to 
the  declining  supply  and  substitute  imported  wool.  Not 
surprisingly  that's  what  happened  in  Canada  when  our 
sheep  flock  began  its  decline  starting  in  the  late  forties. 

Internationally,  prices  are  steady  to  slightly  stronger  but 
are  subject  to  fluctuation  and  of  course  always  under  the 


influence  of  the  Australian  wool  stockpile.  There 
continues  to  be  speculation  about  the  disposal  of  that 
wool  mountain  and  its  potential  impact  on  world  wool 
prices,  but  no  action  yet. 

HAYS  SHEEP  PASTURE 

FUTURE  AT  STAKE 

At  one  time  it  was  the  largest  sheep  community  pasture 
in  North  America.  But  this  year  could  be  its  last  year 
unless  some  drastic  actions  are  taken.  From  a  high  of 
16,000  head  in  1990  the  pasture  may  drop  to  less  than 
1,500  head  in  1994. 

The  pasture  was  originally  an  old  sheep  grazing  lease 
run  by  local  sheep  producers.  In  1973  producers 
organized  themselves  into  the  Badlands  Hills  Grazing 
Association  which  holds  the  grazing  permit.  In  1982  the 
Alberta  government  assumed  control  of  the  land  base 
and  developed  a  2,500  acre  pivot  irrigation  pasture.  The 
pasture  proved  to  be  very  popular  with  area  producers 
and  participation  peaked  in  1990/91  with  78  patrons. 

However,  starting  in  1992  BC  forestry  sheep  grazing 
projects  began  to  attract  sheep  away  from  Hays. 
Contractors  offering  to  rent  sheep  proved  to  be  an 
attractive  temptation  to  producers  that  had  to  pay 
pasture  grazing  fees.  Two  other  factors  also  worked 
against  Hays;  deter ioating  pasture  conditions  and  the 
steadily  increasing  pasture  grazing  fees. 

Then  in  1993  the  Alberta  Government  instituted  a  policy 
of  cost  recovery.  This  meant  a  boost  to  fees  which  made 
it  uneconomic  for  many  patrons,  who  sought  grazing 
alternatives.  The  Commission  is  concerned  with  the 
possible  loss  of  this  pasture  especially  if  the  BC  sheep 
projects  suddenly  dry  up  and  Alberta  sheep  involved 
have  to  find  a  new  grazing  home. 

The  Badlands  Hills  Grazing  Association  has  promoted  a 
number  of  options  which  could  make  Hays  more 
economic.  The  Commission  supports  those  efforts  and 
will  be  seeking  a  compromise  with  the  Alberta 
Government  so  that  the  pasture  will  survive  into  the 
future. 


PUBLICATIONS  and   PROMOTIONAL  ITEMS 


PUBLICATIONS  AND  INFORMATION 


Highlights  of  Sheep  History 
in  the  Canadian  West 

By  Grant  MacEwen 

Soft  Cover    $15.00 

Hard  over  $30.00 

Sheep  Ranches  of  Western 
Canada  (1920)  Historic  Map 
14"  by  24"  $5.00 

Alberta  Sheep  Breeds 
Full  Colour  Poster 

English  or  Spanish   $5.00 

Sheep  Grazing  Projects:  The  sheep 
Owners  Perspective.        Info  Brochure 

Alberta  Sheep  Producers   FREE 

All  Others    $5.00 

Alberta  Slaughter  Lamb,  Feeder 
Lamb  and  Wool  Marketing  Manual 

Alberta  Sheep  Producers    FREE 

All  Others   $5.00 

Code  of  Practice  for  Preparation 
of  Wool  Clip  Booklet 

Alberta  Sheep  Producers    FREE 

All  Others  $5.00 

Livestock  Guarding  Dogs 

Information  Brochure 

Alberta  Sheep  Producers    FREE 

All  Others   $5.00 


PROMOTIONAL  ITEMS 

Ceramic  Coffee  Mugs   $5.00 

White  Caps  with  Crest  $9.00 

Lapel  Pins  $4.00 

Stickers  with  Crest  $5.00/100 

Dinner  Napkins    $5.00/100 

ALL  Oh  THESE  HUMS  FEATURE  FOUR  COLOUR 

"  Canadian  Fresh  Lamb  " 
Alberta  Made  logo. 


ORDER  FORM 


Name: 


Address: 


Postal  Code:. 
Phone:  


Please  Ship  the  Following  items 

ITEM  |  No  |   Price  |  Total 


Prices  include  GST,  postage  and  handling. 
Total  Amount  Enclosed  $. 


Mail  Order  Form  To: 

ALBERTA  SHEEP  &  WOOL  COMMISSION 

#212  -  6715  8TH.  STREET  N.E. 
CALGARY,  ALBERTA  T2E  7H7 

PHONE:  295-1988    FAX:  275-8009 


ND  WOOL  COMMISSION 
>U)  OF  DIRECTORS 


3  3286  50515  3961 


J: 


ZONE  #  1  -  N, 


STEN  LUNDBERG,  CHAIRMAN 
BOX  626 

N ANTON,  ALBERTA  TOL  1R0 


K/CARDSTON/MAGRATH/FORT  MACLEOD 
PHONE  &  FAX:  646  -  5465 


iRY/HIGH  RIVER/VULCAN/BROOKS/DRUMHELLER 
E  CHAIRMAN  /  CANADIAN.  SHEEP  FEDERATION  VICE  CHAIRMAN 

PHONE  &  FAX:  599  -  2141 


ZONE  # 5  -  W 


LOIS  GEORGE, 
BOX  508 


REVILLE/ST  PAUL/COLD  LAKE/LLOYDMINSTER 


PROMOTION  COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN 
ERTA  T0B2X0 


PHONE  &  FAX:  847  -  2371 


ZONE  #  7  -  HIGH  LE 


PRAIRIE/VALLEYVIEW/HIGH  PRAIRIE 


MORAG  OTHEN,      PRODUCTION  COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN 

BOX  1,  SITE  8,  RR#S 

SPIRIT  RIVER,  ALBERTA  TOH  3G0 


PHONE:  864  -  2466 
FAX:  864  -  2055 


ZONE  #  2  -  LETHj! 

GEORGE  CHRONIC 
BOX  513 

PICTURE  BUTTE,  / 


lDICINE  HAT/MANYBERRIES/MILK  RIVER 

BUDGET  <&  FINANCE  COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN 

TA  TOK  1V0  PHONE  &  FAX:  732  -  4831 


ZONE  #  6  -  THO  RH £  LB/  EDMONTON/DRAY  TON  VALLEY/WHITECOURT 


BOB  GEILEN 
BOX  17  RR  H  I 

WARBURG,  ALBERTA  TOC  2T0 


PHONE  &  FAX:  848  -  2691 


ZONE  #  4  -  WETASK1WIN/RE 

GORDON  FULTON 
BOX  1,  SITE  9,  RlR#l 
BOWDEN,  ALBERTA  TOM  0K0 


SR/CORONATION/ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  HOUSE 

PHONE  :  224  -  3753 
FAX:  224  -  2729 
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Lambs 


Commentary 

Lamb  markets  continue  to  be  the  bright  spot  in 
the  livestock  complex  this  spring.  U.S.  lamb 
wholesale  and  slaughter  prices  posted  steady  gains 
in  May  and  June,  moving  well  above  year-ago 
levels.  This  is  the  kind  of  rally  which  would 
normally  occur  in  the  winter  months,  not  in  late 
spring  when  prices  are  typically  diving.  The 
impact  of  a  large  downsizing  of  the  U.S.  sheep 
flock  is  resulting  in  some  unusual  price  patterns 
this  year.  Lamb  production  has  dropped  below 
year-ago  levels  and  will  likely  remain  low  in  the 
remainder  of  1994. 

Alberta  prices  for  slaughter  and  feeder  lambs  also 
increased  in  the  past  month,  but  at  a  slower  rate 
than  in  the  U.S.  The  mid-month  sale  at 
Edmonton  saw  slaughter  lambs  trade  at  $90-$94 
per  cwt,  with  feeders  ranging  from  $90-$  110  and 
higher.  Canada  West  Foods  railgrade  bids  at 
Innisfail  in  late  June  were  $1.90  per  lb.  With  the 
recent  upturn  in  feeder  and  slaughter  lamb  prices, 
interest  in  breeding  stock  is  also  reported  as 
strong. 

Outlook 

The  U.S.  slaughter  lamb  market  is  outperforming 
expectations  and  price  prospects  for  Alberta  lambs 
are  improving  accordingly.  Recent  new  crop 
lamb  sales  in  Montana  around  the  $70  per  cwt 
level  work  out  to  a  Canadian  equivalent  of  $97. 
Some  U.S.  markets  are  trading  well  above  the 
$70  level.  If  the  upwards  price  trend  continues, 
local  prices  for  slaughter  lambs  could  reach  as 
high  as  $100  per  cwt. 

Seasonal  patterns  would  call  for  slightly  lower 
lamb  prices  by  this  fall.  But  so  far  in  1994, 
marketings  and  prices  have  not  followed  typical 
seasonal  patterns.  About  all  that  can  be  said  with 
confidence  is  that  local  markets  will  be  strong, 
particularly  compared  to  recent  years. 


Slaughter  Lamb  Prices 


jan/9 


tan/92  tan/93 
Month  (to  Jun-94) 

San  Angclo  Choc*  Railgrade  Equivalent 
CWPC  Railgrade  Bid* 


jan/94 


Note:  Jun  04  prices  are  estimated 
*CWPC  is  Canada  West  Food  Corporation 


Ron  Gietz 
June  24,  1994 
(403)  427-5376 
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WHOLESALE  LAMB  MARKET  AND  DIS  I  Rl BUTI VE  CUT  MARKET 


W/E  06/10/9-4 


CERTIFIED  CL  YG  1-2 


roB 

OMAHA  BASIS 


CAF 
NORTHEAST 


CAF 
SO  CALIF. 


S  5/DN 

(carlot) 

60/DN 

$1.45-1 .48 

SS-6S 

$1.50 

1 .60 

60-  6S 

$1.45 

65-  7S 

$1.40 

L  AKLAiiti   T  <j  l-J 

•  • 

S  S/DN 

60/DN 

$1.45 

60-65 

$1.45 

CARCASSES  TO  1-4 

** 

55/DN 

$1.40 

$1.45- 

1.455 

55-65 

$1.40 

$1.45- 

1 .455 

65-  75 

$1.35 

$1.40- 

1 .405  $1.40 

7  5/U  P 

$1.25 

$1.30- 

1 .305              $  1 .30 

BOXED  LAMB 

CUTS:YG  1-4 

**        DISTRIBUTIVE  TRADE 

W/E  06/03/94 

W/E  06/10/94 

VOLUME* 

PRICE  RANGE 

ki  c   rnACT       en  r~  a  i  ic 

IN.t.  LUAi  1          oLA  V-ALIr. 

1.550 

$1.52 

**YG  1 

3  1.175 

$1.52-1.67 

55-65 

550 

$1.47 

**YG  1 

3  50 

$1.50 

Kick,  o-rio  //UiN 

150 

$2.85 

$3  1  5-3  40 

7/UP 

1.875 

M$2.80-3.00 

$3  20-3  50 

7/UP 

»« 

Shoulder,  cross  cut 

3.7S0 

M$0.83-0.92 

Chuck,  scj  cut,  split 

I.9S0 

M$I.00-I.I0 

«f)  qc  o  95  ** 

Loin,  4-inch  trim 

3.300 

$3.20-3.85 

<■>  in  ■>  cn  ♦* 

-#     .  .5  U  -  J  .JU 

1.675 

M$l.30-I.40 

$1.30-1.45  ** 

Legs  sngl  trtr  off 

1.775 

M$l.35 

** 

Legs,  sngl  bnls 

550 

$1.85-2.00 

ureast,  scj  cut 

I.I  00 

$0.28-0.40 

*0  ~)  1  0  1  "i 
^U.iJ-U.JJ 

I.S75 

MSI. 10-1.25 

$1.10-1.25  ** 

Ribs.  Denver  style 

400 

SI. 40-1. 72 

CERTIFIED  CL  YG 

1-2 

3-Way  55/DN 

325 

SI. 60-1. 62 

Rack,  8-rib  7/DN 

7/UP 

290 

$2.95-3.30 

Chuck,  sq  cut,  spit 

ISO 

$1.00-1.30 

Loins.  4-inch  trim 

500 

$3.35-3.90 

Legs,  dbl  trtr  on 

Legs,  sngl  trtr  off 

300 

$1.45-1.55 

Legs,  sngl  bnls 

20 

$2.10 

Breasts,  sq  cut 

40 

$0.45 

Foreshanks 

30 

SI. 10 

♦BOX-COUNT  BASIS.  **YG  3  OR  BETTER  WHERE  NOTED 
M  =  MOSTLY  (not  full  price  range) 


FEDERALLY  INSPECTED  SLAUGHTER  (Head) 


%  THIS 

%  THIS 

% 

WEEK 

WEEK 

WEEK 

1994 

THIS 

VI 

VI 

ENDING 

TOTAL 

VI 

WEEK 

LAST 

LAST 

OS/28/94 

YEAR 

1993 

(estimated) 

WEEK 

YEAR 

(actual) 

TO  DATE 

TOTAL 

SHEEP 

91.000 

♦  23.0 

-17.9 

94.306 

2.272.000 

-I.I 

CATTLE 

684,000 

+  1  7.9 

-0.2 

667,756 

14.552.000 

+  1.2 

CALF 

22.000 

+29.4 

+8.9 

21.245 

520.000 

-1.8 

HOGS 

1.724.000 

+  1  7.1 

+  1.4 

1.729,333 

40.055,000 

-I.I 

RED  MEAT  PRODUCTION  (minion  pounds) 

%  THIS 

%  THIS 

% 

WEEK 

WEEK 

WEEK 

1994 

THIS 

vs 

VI 

ENDING 

TOTAL 

VI 

WEEK 

LAST 

LAST 

OS/21/94 

YEAR 

1993 

(estimated) 

WEEK 

YEAR 

(actual) 

TO  DATE 

TOTAL 

LAMB 

5.9 

+23.3 

-20.7 

6.5 

146.9 

■1.7 

BEEF 

480.4 

+  17.9 

+  3.0 

466.4 

10,269.2 

+  5.6 

VEAL 

5.3 

+  3  1.9 

+  10.4 

S.O 

1  19.7 

+  1.4 

PORK 

320.1 

+  17.2 

+  2.0 

323.6 

7.408.1 

-0.1 

TOTAL 

81  1.7 

+  17.8 

+  2.5 

801.5 

17.943.9 

+  3.1 

DRESSED  WEIGHT 

PERCENT  LAMB 

SLAUGHTER 

THIS  WEEK  (EST.) 

65 

OS/28/94 

93.5 

05/21/94  (ACT.) 

66 

OS/29/93 

93.5 

Comments 
WHOLESALE  CARCASS  TRADE  W/E 

06/10/94:  Compared  to  last  week,  FOB 
Omaha  and  CAF  East  Coast  carcass 
lambs  traded  $5.00  higher  on  55  pounds 
and  down..  $10.00  higher  on  55-75 
pounds  and  $5.00-$  I  0.00  higher  on  75 
pounds  and  up.  Yield  grade  3  or  better 
carcasses  weighing  less  than  65  pounds 
traded  $3.00  higher  at  $155.00  FOB 
Omaha  basis.  CAF  California  carcasses 
traded  $2.00-$5.00  higher  on  60  pounds 
and  down,  $10.00-$  I  5.00  higher  on  60- 
75  pounds,  and  $5.00-$  I  0.00  higher  on 
75  pounds  and  up.  Movement  was  mod- 
erate to  active  on  mostly  light  to  mod- 
erate offerings  and  a  good  demand. 
Carcasses  Certified  by  USDA  Week 
Ending  06/03/94:  18.769,  25.36  percent 
of  estimated  slaughter. 
USDA  CUTOUT  VALUE,  W/E  06/10/94: 
NORTHEAST  TRADE,  BASED  ON  IN- 
DUSTRYYIELDS.  This  week's  cutout  for 
65/down  carcasses  was  valued  at 
$148.25,  up  $5.88.  The  65/up  carcasses 
were  valued  at  $  146.83,  up  $7.58.  Note: 
No  adjustments  were  made  for  process- 
ing or  distributing  costs. 
DISTRIBUTIVE  TRADE  W/E  06/10/94:  In 
the  Northeast  distributive  trade,  55/down 
carcasses  traded  steady  to  $2.00  higher 
with  prices  ranging  from  $  I  52.00-$  I  58.00. 
Lamb  cuts  traded  steady  to  higher.  Middle 
meats  were  firm  to  higher  with  loins  trad- 
ing $5.00-$  1 0.00  higher.  Legs  and  chucks 
traded  steady  to  firm.  Movement  was  slow 
on  light  offerings  and  a  mostly  light  to  mod- 
erate demand.  A  firm  undertone  prevails 
on  anticipated  light  supplies. 
NATIONAL  BOXED  LAMB  CUTTRADE, 
W/E  06/03/94:  Compared  to  previous 
week,  boxed  lamb  cuts  traded  steady  to 
higher  on  light  to  moderate  offerings  and 
demand.  Racks  and  chucks  traded  steady 
to  firm.  Legs  traded  mostly  steady.  Loins 
traded  firm  to  higher  on  a  good  demand 
nationwide.  Movement  was  slow  to  mod- 
erate. 
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Representative  Live  Sales 


TYPE  OF 

TYPE 

PRICE 

AREA 

SHEEP 

OF  SALE 

HEAD 

LBS. 

»  »  ci  vJ  i  1 1 1 1  vj   v  I  ^  l/i  1  1  vylij 

(♦/l_W  I.J 

WEST 

California 

SI.  Lambs 

Direct 

2  I.8S0 

120- 160 

\_nolCG,  i6w  prime,  TCj  \-L,  new  &  old  crop,  ta>  shrink 

L~i  on  ll  nn 

Oregon 

SI.  Lambs 

Pool 

'  101 

'":■}  12 

Choice,  few  prime.  YG  2-3.  0-4%  shrink,  few  feeders 

58.00 

MOUNTAIN 

Colorado 

SI.  Lambs 

■  Direct 

600 

I  J0  « 

v-nyicc,  lew  prime,  10  z-J,  I  -  L  pens,  snrinK 

60  00 

Idaho 

SI.  Lambs 

Direct 

8S0 

120 

Choice  few  prime  YG  1-2  new  crop  4%  shrink 

67.00-67.50 

Montana 

SI.  Lambs 

Direct 

'  500 

120-125 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  1-2,  new  crop 

70  00 

Wyoming 

SI.  Lambs 

Direct 

2.I7S 

120-140 

Choice  few  prime  YG  1-2  new  crop  4%  shrink 

67.00-73.00 

Wyoming 

SI.  Lambs 

Direct 

600 

1 35- 140 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4,  old  crop  double  dressed 

56.80 

Idaho 

Feeders 

Direct 

8S0 

<  100- 105 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2.  new  crop.  4%  shrink 

64.00-65.00 

Colorado 

Feeders 

Auction 

730 

54- 101 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2,  Springers 

58.00-68.00 

Montana 

Feeders 

Auction 

184 

60-70 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2,  new  crop 

67.00-75.00 

Montana 

Feeders 

Auction 

467 

70- 1  10 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2.  new  crop 

62.00-66.00 

New  Mexico  SI.  Ewes 

Direct 

I.I  00 

Utility  &  good,  going  to  Mexico 

35.00 

Colorado 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

334 

90-25S 

Utility,  good  &  choice 

28.50-37.50 

Montana 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

1.275 

Cull  to  good,  Billings 

24.00-36.00 

Montana 

St.  Ewes 

Auction 

2SS 

Medium  &  large. frame.  with50-60-lb.  lambs  (per  family)  86.00-89.00 

SOUTH  CENTRAL 

Oklahoma 

SI.  Lambs 

Computer 

400 

120 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4,  new  crop,  0-3%  shrink 

69.25 

Texas 

SI.  Lambs 

Feedlot 

17.000 

100-135 

Choice,  few  prime.  YG  2-4,  yield  basis,  new  &  old 

59.00-65.00 

J  Texas 

SI.  Lambs 

Feedlot 

3,000 

130-160 

Choice,  few  prm.,YG  2-4.  4%  shrink,  30-cent  slide>l40  60.00-64.00 

Kansas 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

378 

1  17 

Choice  few  prime  YG  2-3  Springers  Colby 

65. 1 8 

Texas 

SI.  Lambs 

Auctions 

551 

90- 1 40 

Choice  few  prime  YG  2-3  shorn  #1-2  pelts  old  crop 

5  1 .00-59.00 

Texas 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

374 

9S-I40 

Choice,  few  prime  YG  2"4  mostly  new  crop 

59.00-68.00 

Texas 

Feeders 

Direct 

20.000 

60-100 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2,  new  crop 

63.00-66.00 

Kansas 

Feeders 

Auction 

396 

51-72 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2  muscling,  Spring,  Colby 

66.42-68.25 

Oklahoma 

Feeders 

Auction 

164 

40-90 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2  muscling,  Spring 

62.00-70.00 

Texas 

Feeders 

Auctions 

6.100 

55-95 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2,  Springers 

59.00-69.50 

Texas 

SI.  Ewes 

Direct 

1 ,000 

Utility.  YG  1-3 

35.00-43.00 

Kansas 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

196 

105-151 

Utility  &  good,  Colby 

26.00-30.32 

Oklahoma 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

131 

Utility  &  good,  El  Reno 

30.00-39.50 

Texas 

SI.  Ewes 

Auctions 

6.852 

Utility  to  choice,  Goldthwalte/Junction/San  Angelo 

37.00-49.00 

Texas 

SI.  Ewes 

Auctio  ns 

1.368 

Utility,  Goldthwalte/Junctlon 

31.00-40.00 

Texas 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

660 

Cull,  San  Angelo 

33.00-38.50 

Texas 

St.  Ewes 

Auction 

198 

90-120 

Baby-tooth  to  solid-mouth.  Goldthwaite  (per  head) 

38.00-54.00 

Texas 

St.  Ewes 

Auction 

248 

Yearlings  (per  head) 

64.00 

Texas 

St.  Ewes 

Auction 

577 

100- 140 

Mixed  age  (per  cwt.) 

50.00-54.00 

NORTH  CENTRAL 

Illinois 

SI.  Lambs 

Computer 

265 

1  17 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4.  new  crop,  0-3%  shrink 

69.75 

Wisconsin 

SI.  Lambs 

Computer 

220 

123 

Choice,  few  pr..YG  2-4.  mixed  old  &  new.  0-3%  shrink 

62.50-68.50 

Midwest 

SI.  Lambs 

Feedlot 

1 .225 

109- 130 

Choice,  few  pr.,YG  2-3.  0-4%  shrink.  Springers 

65.00-71.00 

Midwest 

SI.  Lambs 

Feedlot 

2.725 

1 17- 150 

Good  &  choice. YG  2-3.  4%  shrink.  Fall  shorn-l  pelts 

60.00-67.00 

Nebraska 

SI.  Lambs 

Auctio  ns 

366 

100-125 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-3,  old  &  new  crop 

S8. 00-68. 00 

Iowa 

SI.  Lambs 

Auctions 

605 

62-150 

Choice,  few  prime.  YG  2-3.  new  &  old  crop 

60.00-70.00 

Minnesota 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

590 

100-130 

Choice,  few  prime.  YG  2-3,  new  crop 

66.00-70.00 

S.  Dakota 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

1.018 

1 12- 1 32 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4,  new  crop 

68.50-74.50 

S.  Dakota 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

449 

120- 156 

Choice,  few  prime.  YG  2-3.  shorn/wooled,  old  crop 

64.75-69.00 

Midwest 

Feeders 

Direct 

725 

61-80 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2  muscling 

60.00-67.00 

Iowa 

Feeders 

Auction 

238 

51-74 

•  Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2  muscling,  Kalona 

60.50-72.50 

Minnesota 

Feeders 

Auction 

325 

60-90 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2  muscling,  new  crop 

62.00-70.00 

Missouri 

Feeders 

Auction 

230 

55-95 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2  muscling,  new  crop 

63.00-73.00 

Nebraska 

Feeders 

Auction 

125 

40-60 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2  muscling,  Palmyra 

70.00-80.00 

S.  Dakota 

Feeders 

Auction 

249 

35-73 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2  muscling,  Sioux  Falls 

71.50-85.50 

S.  Dakota 

Feeders 

Auction 

376 

60-106 

Medium  &  large  frame  #1-2  muscling,  Newell 

65.50-70.50 

Iowa 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

192 

130-250 

Utility  to  choice,  Kalona 

28.50-35.00 

Minnesota 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

142 

Utility  &  good.  S.  St.  Paul 

28.00-32.00 

Missouri 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

100 

Utility  to  choice,  Mexico 

27.00-34.50 

N.  Dakota 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

104 

Utility  &  good.W.  Fargo 

20.00-30.00 

S.  Dakota 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

668 

Utility  &  good.  Sioux  Falls/Newell/Faith 

26.25-37.00 

Nebraska 

St.  Ewes 

Auction 

100 

Mixed  age 

50.00-70.00 

S  Dakota 

St.  Ewes 

Auction 

300 

143- 156 

2-5  years  old  (per  cwt.) 

36.S0-4I.75 

EASTERN 

Indiana 

SI.  Lambs 

Pool 

300 

100-130 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4,  new  crop,  $2  disc,  on  old  crop  73.50 

Kentucky 

SI.  Lambs 

Pool 

200 

1  10 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4.  new  crop 

76.25 

Michigan 

SI.  Lambs 

Pools 

250 

100-130 

Che,  few  prime,  YG  2-4,  new  crop.  $2  disc,  on  old  crop 

73.50-74.00 

Kentucky 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

308 

100-130 

Choice,  few  prime.  YG  2-3.  mostly  new  crop 

65.00-71.50 

Michigan 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

775 

100-130 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4.  new  crop 

70.00-77.00 

Ohio 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

480 

95- 1 30 

Choice,  few  prime,  YG  2-4,  new  crop 

75.00-80.50 

Penn. 

SI.  Lambs 

Auction 

439 

60- 1 10 

Choice.  YG  1-2.  new  crop 

75.00-85.00 

Virginia 

SI.  Lambs 

Auctions 

376 

58-1 14 

Good,  choice,  few  prime,  YG  1-3,  new  crop 

72.00-77.00 

Virginia 

SI.  Lambs 

Auctions 

208 

88-106 

Good,  choice,  few  prime,  YG  1-3.  new  crop 

62.00-71.50 

Michigan 

Feeders 

Auction 

320 

60-90 

Medium  &  large  frame,  1-2  muscling 

6S.00-76.00 

Ohio 

Feeders 

Auction 

260 

SO-90 

Medium  &  large  frame.  1-2  muscling 

68.00-72.00 

Virginia 

Feeders 

Auctions 

1  IS 

50-85 

Medium  &  large  frame,  1-2  muscling 

62.00-71.50 

Michigan 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

360 

All  grades.  Manchester 

22.00-32.00 

Ohio 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

200 

Utility  &  good 

28.00-34.50 

Penn. 

SI.  Ewes 

Auction 

153 

Utility  &  good 

30.00-45.00 

Virginia 

St,  Ewes 

Auctions 

104 

Utility  to  choice 

17.00-31.50 

BEGINNER  TO  ADVANCED  STOCK  DOG  CLINIC. 

Near  Calgary.  Weekly  for  six  weeks  straight.  Tuesday  or 
Thursday  evenings  6  P.M.  to  dusk.  Call  Ron,  638-2836  or 
Sondraf  932-2386. 

LLO YD M INS TER  COLONIAL  DAYS  SHEEP  SHOW. 

$1,000.00  Market  Lamb  Jackpot  sponsored  by  Saskatchewan 
Wheat  Pool  Livestock  Division,  Lloydminster.  Grand 
Champion  receives  $500.00.  Entry  fee:  $20.00  if  entered  on 
or  before  June  17.  Late  entry  fee:  $40.00.  Junior  Shepherd 
Futurity  Show  sponsored  by  Hancock  Petro  Products, 
Lloydminster  and  Junior  Shepherd  Shoiv  sponsored  by 
Boundary  Ford,  Lloydminster.  For  more  information  and 
prize  lists  contact  the  Lloydminster  Exhibition  Association, 
Box  690,  Lloydminster,  Saskatchewan  S9V  0Y7  or  phone 
306-825-5571. 

"SPECIAL"  -  JULY  SHEEP  &  GOAT  SALE  at  Sekura 
Auctions,  Drayton  Valley.  Starting  at  11:00  A.M.  There 
will  be  no  sale  at  Edmonton  Stockyards  of  sheep  &  goats  in 
July  -  so  this  sale  was  arranged  by  Alberta  Goat  Producers 
Association  c/o  Leslie  Jackson,  985-3863;  Northwest  Sheep 
Producers  Association  c/o  Doug  Laurie,  963-6711  and  Time 
Sekura  c/o  Sekura  Auctions,  Drayton  Valley,  542-4337. 
All  classes  of  sheep  and  goats  expected  -  please  book  early 
with  one  of  the  above. 


ADVANCE  STOCK  DOG  HANDLERS  CLINICS  with 
Stuart  Erskine.  Pasu  Farm,  Carstairs,  Alberta.  Limited 
attendance  for  handlers  and  dogs  zvishing  to  advance.  Call 
Pasu  Farm  at  337-2800  for  further  information. 

TOMBOLA  FESTIVAL  at  Stephansson  House  Historic 
Site  (Markerville,  Alberta).  1:00  P.M.  -  5:00  P.M.  Rain 
or  shine!  Featuring  musical  entertainment,  Icelandic  sheep 
&  horses.  Sheep  shearing  demonstration.  Heritage  craft 
displays.  Vintage  vehicles.  Concession.  Tours  of  the 
Stephansson  House.  Call  728-3929.  'Fun  For  Everyone' 

NORTHWEST  SHEEP  PRODUCERS  ASSOCIATION 

has  planned  a  zvorkshop  called  "Presentation  -  Trimming 
Sheep  For  Show  or  Sale".  It  is  designed  to  help  the 
beginning  exhibitor  prepare  for  the  show  ring.  To  be  held 
in  Onoway,  starting  at  1:30  P.M.  Bring  your  own  ewe  or 
lamb  if  you  like  -  get  them  ready  for  next  months  "C"  class 
fair  circuit.  Cost  -  a  lozv  $5.00  per  person.  Call  Doug 
Laurie  at  963-6711  on  what  to  bring  and  for  more 
information.  This  is  a  beginners  workshop  with  experienced 
showman  invited  to  assist  with  instruction.  'GO  FOR  IT 

VERMILION  AND  PRESTON  SHEEP  CROSS  INTER 
CLUB  SHOW  AND  SALE.  Sheep  Barn,  Vermilion  Fair 
Grounds.  2:30  P.M.  -  Vermilion  Sheep  Club  Competition. 
5:30  P.M.  -  Vermilion  and  Preston  Inter  Club  Competition. 
7:30  P.M.  -  Inter  Club  Sale.  For  further  information  call 
Amy  Boe- Allen  at  763-3510. 

VERMILION  FAIR.  AMATEUR  SHEEP  SHEARING 
CONTEST,  judged  for  shearing  and  preparation  of  fleece. 
Bring  your  own  helper  to  prepare  fleece.  Own  equipment 
required  but  can  be  provided.  Entry  fee  $10.00.  Prizes  are 
$100.00  for  1st,  $75.00  for  2nd  and  $50.00  for  3rd.  For 
more  information  contact  Bliss  Dickson,  Vermilion, 
853-2721. 

MONTHLY  SHEEP  AND  GOAT  SALE  at  Camrose 
Auction  Market,  672-4496,  Camrose  at  3:00  P.M.  Look  for 
display  of  Lazy  'S'  Sheep  Supplies.  For  further  information 
contact  Camrose  Auction  at  672-4496. 
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AugUSt  24,9,11  BEGINNER  TO  ADVANCED  STOCK  DOG  CLINIC. 

Near  Calgary.  Weekly  for  six  weeks  straight.  Tuesday  or 
Thursday  evenings  6  P.M.  to  dusk.  Call  Ron,  638-2836  or 
Sondra,  932-2386. 


August  11 


NORTH    CENTRAL    SHEEP    &    GOAT  SALES. 

Edmonton  Stockyards.  "Special"  Goat  Sale  and  Sheep  Sale. 
All  sales  are  held  on  a  Thursday  and  start  at  1:30  P.M. 
Stock  must  arrive  no  later  than  9:00  A.M.  on  day  of  sale. 
For  more  information  or  to  book  animals  into  the  sale 
contact  one  of  the  follozving:  jack  Francis  (sheep), 
Edmonton,  435-5992  or  Doug  Laurie  (sheep),  Stony  Plain, 
963-6711;  Art  Tilma  (goats),  Smoky  Lake,  656-2374  or 
Dennis  Pasichney  (sheep),  Redwater,  942-4537.  Edmonton 
Stockyard  Inc.,  473-5776.  Please  book  ahead  if  possible. 


August  12 


SUPER  SIRE  FIELD  DAY  at  Lethbridge  Research  Station. 
10:30  A.M.  $10/person,  $25/family.  Includes  fabulous 
lamb  lunch.  See  how  the  right  ram  can  make  you  more 
$$$$.  For  more  information  contact  Kim  Stanford  at 
381-5150. 


August  13 


THE  CHINOOK  ALL  BREEDS  GOAT  SALE.  Purebred 
seedstock.  Olds  College  Horse  Arena,  Olds.  Contact 
person  is  Rob  Bourassa,  553-2371. 


August  12-14 


SECOND  AND  HOPEFULLY  ANNUAL  TENDING 
DOG  WORKSOP.  Workshop  starts  friday  evening  at 
Caldera  Ranch  and  concludes  Sunday  evening.  Once  again, 
Lynette  Milleville  from  Portland,  Connecticut  is  the 
instuctor.  Lynette  charges  $35.00/hour  which  includes 
sheep  rental  and  instructor  fee.  Please  call  Pat  to  book  your 
time.  The  weekend  workshop  will  cost  $130.00  for  first 
time  people,  $120.00  for  previous  participants.  An  optional 
BBQ  is  $7.00  each.  The  deadline  for  entry  is  July  15,  1994 
at  9:00  P.M.  Registration  is  limited  to  a  minimum  of  18 
participants.  Call  Patricia  Scan  at  935-4282  or  Cindy 
Bazin  at  963-2851  for  further  information. 


August  17 


LAMB  FEEDERS  OF  CANADA  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Topics  to  be  covered  include  lamb  nutrition  and  its 
economics  returns,  risk  management  and  marketing  and 
feedlot  management.  $10.00  per  person  registration  fee. 
For  further  information  contact  jean  Bolay  at  349-5203. 
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August  20 


August  20 


DARWELL  51ST  AGRICULTURAL  FAIR  -  "SHEEP 
SHOW".  Classes  for  Juniors  and  a  market  lamb  class 
offered.  Open  classes  for  "Whiteface"  and  "Blackface" 
breeds.  Catalogues  available  -  contact  -  Brian  Taylor  - 
Sheep  Show  Chairman,  Darwell,  892-2967. 

PROGRESSIVE  SHEEP  BREEDERS  SALE.  Olds, 
Alberta.     Purebred  rams  and  ewes,  plus  commercial 
breeding  ewes  and  ewe  lambs.  For  information  call  Warren 
Moore,  549-2464,  fax  549-2465  or  Gordon  Fulton, 
224-3753,  fax  224-2729. 


August  25 


August  27 


NORTH    CENTRAL    SHEEP    &    GOAT  SALES. 

Edmonton  Stockyards.  All  sales  are  held  on  a  Thursday 
and  start  at  1:30  P.M.  Stock  must  arrive  no  later  than 
9:00  A.M.  on  day  of  sale.  For  more  information  or  to  book 
animals  into  the  sale  contact  one  of  the  following:  Jack 
Francis  (sheep),  Edmonton,  435-5992  or  Doug  Laurie 
(sheep),  Stony  Plain,  963-6711;  Art  Tilma  (goats),  Smoky 
Lake,  656-2374  or  Dennis  Pasichney  (sheep),  Redwater, 
942-4537.  Edmonton  Stockyard  Inc.,  473-5776.  Please 
book  ahead  if  possible. 

PROFITS  ARE  HIGHER  from  a  TRECO  TEXEL  SIRE. 
Production  Sale.  For  details  phone  Tom  1-800-GO  TEXEL, 
6  P.M.  -  10  P.M. 


August  27 


MONTHLY  SHEEP  AND  GOAT  SALE  at  Camrose 
Auction  Market,  672-4496,  Camrose  at  3:00  P.M.  Look  for 
display  of  Lazy  'S'  Sheep  Supplies.  For  further  information 
contact  Camrose  Auction  at  672-4496. 


September  8 


September  17 


NORTH    CENTRAL    SHEEP    &    GOAT  SALES. 

Edmonton  Stockyards.  All  sales  are  held  on  a  Thursday 
and  start  at  1:30  P.M.  Stock  must  arrive  no  later  than 
9:00  A.M.  on  day  of  sale.  For  more  information  or  to  book 
animals  into  the  sale  contact  one  of  the  following:  Jack 
Francis  (sheep),  Edmonton,  435-5992  or  Doug  Laurie 
(sheep),  Stony  Plain,  963-6711;  Art  Tilma  (goats),  Smoky 
Lake,  656-2374  or  Dennis  Pasichney  (sheep),  Redwater, 
942-4537.  Edmonton  Stockyard  Inc.,  473-5776.  Please 
book  ahead  if  possible. 

LAMBS  IN  LACOMBE  -  An  Olde  Tyme  Sheep  Faire. 
Lacombe  Fairgrounds.  Starting  10:00  A.M.  For  more 
information  contact  Edith  Williams,  784-3511. 
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September  22 


September  24 


September  30,  October  1  &  2 


October  12  &  14 


November  5-13 


NORTH    CENTRAL    SHEEP    &    GOAT  SALES. 

Edmonton  Stockyards.  All  sales  are  held  on  a  Thursday 
and  start  at  1:30  P.M.  Stock  must  arrive  no  later  tlian 
9:00  AM.  on  day  of  sale.  For  more  information  or  to  book 
animals  into  the  sale  contact  one  of  the  following:  jack 
Francis  (sheep),  Edmonton,  435-5992  or  Doug  Laurie 
(sheep),  Stony  Plain,  963-6711;  Art  Tilma  (goats),  Smoky 
Lake,  656-2374  or  Dennis  Pasichney  (sheep),  Redwater, 
942-4537.  Edmonton  Stockyard  Inc.,  473-5776.  Please 
book  ahead  if  possible. 

MONTHLY  SHEEP  AND  GOAT  SALE  at  Camrose 
Auction  Market,  672-4496,  Camrose  at  3:00  P.M.  Look  for 
display  of  Lazy  'S'  Sheep  Supplies.  For  further  information 
contact  Camrose  Auction  at  672-4496. 

3  DAY  STOCK  DOG  SCHOOL.  With  Dale  Montgomery 
at  Battleford,  Saskatchezvan.  11/2  days  on  sheep,  11/2 
days  on  cattle.  Cattle  may  be  worked  on  foot  or  on 
horseback.  If  you  want  to  use  a  horse  -  bring  your  own. 
For  more  information  call  or  write  Galawater  Kennels,  Earl 
&  Phyllis  Tinney,  R  R#l,  Battleford,  Saskatchezvan 
SOM  OEO,  306-937-2004.  Limited  registration. 

ANNUAL  LAMBS  &  EWES,  RAMS  &  GOATS  SALE  - 
TOMPKINS  AUCTION  MART  LTD.  Tompkins, 
Saskatchezvan.  Limbs  on  October  12,  ewes,  rams  &  goats 
on  October  14.  Lambs  &  ewes  start  at  1:30  PM,  rams  at 
7:00  PM,  goats  to  follow.  All  stock  to  be  in  yard  early  the 
day  before  the  sale.  Contact  Mel  Jacques,  306-622-4320  or 
Buster  Brown,  306-582-6200  or  sale  yard  sale  -  weeks  only 
-  306-622-2122. 

NORTHLANDS  FARMFAIR  '94  featuring  Market  Lamb 
Competition  (closing  entry  date  Sept  26),  Junior  Sheep 
(closing  entry  date  Sept  5),  Professional  Shearing 
Competition  (closing  entry  date  Sept  9)  and  Wool 
Competition  and  Display  (closing  entry  date  Sept  26). 
'Shearing  Time'  -  we  hear  you  have  some  good  fleeces, 
consider  putting  them  aside  in  clean  containers  for  entry  in 
Northlands  Fair  fair  '94.  For  further  information  - 
Edmonton  Northlands  -  Box  1480,  Edmonton,  T5J  2N5, 
471-7232  or  Jack  Francis,  11647  -  73  Avenue,  Edmonton, 
T6G  0E3,  436-5992. 
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LAMB  FEEDERS  OF  CANADA 
ANNUAL  MEETING 

Topics:     Lamb  Nutrition  &  Its  Economic  Returns 
Risk  Management  &  Marketing 
Feedlot  Management 

Registration  Fee:       $10.00/  Person 

For  further  information  contact  John  Bolay  at  349-5203. 


Cost 


Time 


TENDING  DOG  WORKSHOP 

AUGUST  12,  13  &  14,  1994 

Caldera  Ranch 

$130.00  for  first  time  or 
$120.00  if  attended  in  1993 

Shish-ka-bob  BBQ  -  $7.00  each 

8:30  A.M.  and  concludes  at  sunset 


Instructor  -       Lynette  Milleville,  Portland,  Connecticut 

Registration  -     Entry  deadline  -  July  15,  1994  at  9  P.M. 
Limited  to  18  participants 
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Xambs  in  Hatombe 


&n  ©Ibt  Cpnu  febtep  Jfaire 


-ember 


Hi!      With  the  onset  of  Summer,  it  is  time  once  again  to  consider  the  Ninth  Annual  Olde 
Tyme  Sheep  Fair. 

As  last  year,  the  fair  will  be  held  at  the  Lacombe  fairgrounds.  It  will  only  be  a  one  day 
event,  taking  place  on  Saturday,  September  17th.  The  commercial  exhibits  will  be  located  in  one 
of  the  new  bams  of  the  Lacombe  Fairgrounds.  The  stalls  are  approximately  10'  x  10',  and  will 
each  have  a  table,  two  chairs,  and  power  available  if  required,  bring  a  long  cord.  The  booth  rental 
cost  is  $50.00  per  booth,  payable  prior  to  July  31,  1994. 

The  fair  committee  would  like  you  to  set  up  your  display  between  6:30  AM  and  9:30  AM 
on  September  17,  with  the  fair  starting  at  10:00  AM.  Booths  can  be  set  up  Friday  evening  but 
there  is  no  security  overnight.  Booths  can  be  taken  down  after  6:00  PM,  September  17. 

Please  fill  out  the  commercial  booth  form  below,  and  mail  it  to: 


All  cheques  should  be  made  out  to  LAMBS  IN  TRUST. 

NAME:  

ADDRESS: 


TELEPHONE:  

ARTICLES  BEING  SOLD: 


EXTRA  REQUIREMENTS 


LAMBS  IN  LA  COMBE 
CIO  Fen  Roessingh 
R.R.#1 

Carstairs,  Alberta,  TOM  0N0 
Phone/Fax:  (403)  337-2221 


PLEASE  CHECK  ONE:  My  booth  rental  fee  of  $50.00  is  enclosed 
My  booth  rental  fee  of  $50.00  will  be 

mailed  prior  to  July  31,1 994_ 
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Hambg  tu  lacombe 
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JUNIOR  AND  INTERMEDIATE  SHEPHERD  COMPETITION 

ENTRY  FORM 


NAME: 
ADDRESS: 


PHONE:    AGE  (a*  of  January  1.  1994):   

CLASSES  ENTERED  (please  check  V): 

1 .  Lamb  Trimming   __  2 .  Market  Lamb  Judging   

3".  Ewe  Lamb  _  4.  Mature  Ewe  

5 .  Exhibitor's  Flock    .   6.  Showmanship  ___ 

7.  Fashion  Lead   8.  Novelty  Lead  .  

9.  Yearling  Ewe  _ 

PLEASE  ENCLOSE  $8,00  ENTRY  FEE  FOR  THE  COMPETITION,  Please  make 
cheques  payable  to  "LAMBS  IN  TRUST". 

If  you  require  more  forms  or  more  information  on  the  competition  please  contact 
Norine  Whiting  at  (403)549-2464. 

Send  completed  entries  to:    Norine  Whiting 

Box  203 
Stavely,  Alberta 
TOL  1Z0 
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September  17th,  1994 
Central  Alberta  Agricultural  Society  Grounds 
Lacombe  Research  Station 
Lacombe,  Alberta 


Phone: 


Address:   Postal  Code: 

  Signature:  


Contest  Rules 

1 .  Entry  fees  are  $1 .00  per  photograph.  You  may  enter  two  photos  per  category. 

2.  Entries  are  to  be  brought  to  the  fair  Saturday,  1  7  September  1  994  between  1  0:00  am  and  1  1 :00  am. 
Judging  will  commence  shortly  thereafter. 

3.  Photos  must  be  the  bona  fide  work  of  the  contestant  and  have  been  taken  within  the  last  two  years. 
Photos  entered  in  previous  years  are  not  eligible. 

4.  Please  print  your  name,  address,  and  category  letter  on  the  back  of  each  photo. 

5.  All  photos  entered  become  the  property  of  the  Alberta  Sheep  Breeders  to  be  used  for  publication,  etc. 
All  publishing  rights  belong  to  the  Alberta  Sheep  Breeders. 

6.  Photos  will  not  be  returned,  so  please  keep  an  extra  copy  if  you  need  one. 

7.  Photocopies  will  not  be  accepted  as  entries. 

Prize  Money 

Categories  A  to  F:  1st  $20.00,  2nd  $10.00,  3rd  $5.00 
Grand  Prize  for  Best  Photo  Overall  $75.00 


Category  G:  1st  $1  50.00,  2nd  $100.00,  3rd  $50.00,  4th  $30.00,  5th  $20.00 


Number 

Category 

Entry  Fee 

A.  Sheep  Landscape 

$ 

B.  Sheep  and/or  Lambs 

$ 

C.  Sheep-Related  Activities  (shearing,  herding) 

$ 

D.  Sheep  and  People 

$ 

E.  Handling  Systems.  On-Farm  Inventions,  etc. 

$ 

F.  Black  and  White  (any  category) 

$ 

G.  Purebred  Sheep  (without  people  or  advertising) 

$ 

Total  Entry  Fee  Enclosed 

$ 

Photo  Contest  is  sponsored  by  the  Alberta  Sheep  Breeders"  Association 
Cheques  should  be  made  payable  to  "Lambs  in  Trust" 
Please  complete  entry  form  and  mail  before  30  August  1994  to: 
"Lambs  in  Lacombe" 
c/o  Geri  McNeil 
Box  I,  Site  9.  RR  1.  Bowden.  AB  TOM  OKO 


lambs  in  Lacombz 


An  <Df5e  tyme  Srjeep  fcrire 


PHOTO  CONTEST 


Name: 


£amB$  in  lacomBc 

An  <D(5e  Vyme  Sfjeep  f  aire 


September  1 7th,  1994 
Central  Alberta  Agricultural  Society  Grounds 
La  combe  Research  Station 
Lacombe,  Alberta 


BENCH  SHOW 


Name:  

Farm  Name: 
Address:  


Phone:  

Phone:  

Postal  Code: 


Contest  Rules 

1 .  Entry  fees  are  $1 .00  per  item.  Categories  will  be  determined  after  entries  close. 

2.  Entries  are  to  be  brought  to  the  fair  on  Saturday,  1  7  September  1  994,  between  1  0:00  and  1  2:00  pm. 
Judging  will  commence  soon  after. 

3.  Entries  must  be  the  bona  fide  work  of  the  contestant.  Any  entry  that  received  a  previous  ribbon  at  the 
fair  is  ineligible. 

4.  Handicrafts,  knitted  and  crocheted  items  must  be  made  of  wool.  Items  with  other  components  (such  as 
comforters,  quilts,  and  saddle  pads)  must  utilize  wool  as  the  filling. 

5.  Though  every  care  will  be  taken  to  ensure  the  safety  of  entries,  the  fair  is  not  responsible  for  loss  or 
damage  to  entries  from  any  cause  whatever. 


Ribbons  and  Prizes  are  offered 


Number 

Item 

Method 

Size 

Entry  Fee 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

Total  Entry  Fee 

$ 

Please  enclose  entry  fees  for  the  competition. 
Cheques  should  be  made  payable  to  'Lambs  in  Trust"  Completed  entry  forms  should  be  sent  before  30  August  1994  to. 

"Lambs  in  Lacombe" 
c/o  Betty  Matejka 
RR  3,  Site  1 1,  Box  1,  Ponoka.  AB  T4J  1R3 
Phone  (403)  783-2167 


LAMB  CARCASS   QUALITY   IMPROVEMENT    -    THE   INTERNATIONAL  SCENE 


Ten  years  ago,  a  few  Australian  purebred  breeders  led  by  Arthur 
Gates  of  Pollambi  Dorsets  started  the  push  towards  breeding  stock 
sales  based  on  performance  testing  for  growth  rate  and  carcass 
quality  (carcass  weight,  muscling  and  GR  measurement).  Today  in 
Australia,  the  majority  of  buyers  demand  rams  whose  sires  have  been 
proven  under  the  Lambplan  test  to  have  superior  growth  and  carcass 
quality.  After  10  years  of  effort  in  his  own  breeding  program 
while  at  the  same  time  trying  (fighting  considerable  resistance 
along  the  way)  to  get  the  national  system  for  carcass  quality 
improvement  off  the  ground,  Arthur  Gates  is  a  very  happy  man.  In 
February  of  this  year  at  his  annual  ram  sale,  Mr  Gates  sold  115 
rams  for  an  average  price  of  $425  (Canadian  funds) .  All  of  these 
rams  were  sold  to  commercial  lamb  producers,  looking  to  increase 
their  returns  from  sales  of  slaughter  lambs. 

Similar  systems  for  carcass  quality  improvement  are  in  place  in 
Great  Britain  and  New  Zealand.  Where  does  that  leave  Canada? 
About  at  the  same  stage  that  Australia  was  10  years  ago.  In 
Alberta,  the  Blue  Tag  program  for  selection  of  superior  carcass 
sires  is  in  its  third  year  and  is  starting  to  show  some  results. 
Edith  Williams  of  Ponoka  reports  increased  sales  of  rams  due  to  her 
participation  in  the  Blue  Tag  program  over  the  last  two  years. 
However,  compared  to  the  national  programs  of  Australia,  New 
Zealand  and  Great  Britain,  the  Blue  Tag  program  is  still  in  its 
infancy . 

While  at  times  we  in  Canada  might  seem  so  far  behind  that  we  think 
we're  ahead,  perseverance  can  and  will  pay  off.  Anyone  interested 
in  participating  in  this  year's  Blue  Tag  program,  wanting  more 
information,  or  with  suggestions  for  changes/improvements  that  they 
would  like  to  see  implemented  are  invited  to  give  me  a  call,  drop 
me  a  line  or  send  me  a  fax. 

Kim  Stanford,   Sheep  Specialist 

Phone   (403)    381-5150,   Fax   (403)  382-4526 

Bag  3014  Agriculture  Centre 

Lethbridge,  Alberta 

T1J  4C7 
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SUPER  SIRE  FIELD  DAY 

SEE  HOW  THE  RIGHT  RAM  CAN  MAKE  YOU  MORE  $$$$ 


Saturday,  August  13th 

10:30  am,  Lethbridge  Research  Station 

$10/person,  $25/family 

Includes  fabulous  lamb  lunch 

No  matter  what  your  ewe  flock,  the  ram  you  choose 
affects  your  returns  from  slaughter  lambs 

See  the  rams,  see  the  ewes  they  bred,  see  their  lambs  (live) 
Take  a  look  at  the  lamb's  carcasses  both  cut  and  whole 
Add  up  the  $$$  and  0 

For  more  information  contact 
Kim  Stanford  at  (403)  381-5150 

A  co-production  of: 

The  Southern  Alberta  Sheep  Breeders  Association, 
The  Alberta  Sheep  and  Wool  Commission  and 
Alberta  Agriculture,  Food  and  Rural  Development 
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PROVE  YOUR  RAMS  HAVE  MORE 
THAN  JUST  A  PRETTY  FACE 

Enter  them  on  the 

ALBERTA  SHEEP  BREEDERS'  ASSOCIATION 

BLUE  TAG  PROGRAM 


Identify  your  superior  carcass  sires 
CARCASS  PERFORMANCE  SELLS 

0  $  £ 


For  more  information 
contact: 

Kim  Stanford 

Phone:  (403)  381-5150 

Fax  (403)  382-4526 


To  order  tags  ,\~> 
contact:  ^  v, 

Ann  Verboven  V  J 
Phone  (403)  295-1988 
Fax  (403)  275-8009 


Are  you  a  commercial  breeder  wanting  more 
information  about  your  lamb  carcasses? 
Contact  Andrew  Tye  at  Canada  West  Foods 
Phone  (403)  227-3386 
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1994  ALL  CANADA  CLASSIC  SHOW  AND  SALE  RESULTS 

BREED  CONSIGNOR  BUYER  PRICE 

SUFFOLK 

GRAND  CHAMPION  EWE 

Jordan  34C  Jordan  Livestock  Theda  Anderson  450 

Rimbey,  Alberta  Warden,  Washington 

GRAND  CHAMPION  RAM 

Beath  Acres  59C  Lance  and  Marg  Beath  Duncan  Crawford  525 

Brooklin,  Ontario  Glencoe,  Ontario 

RIDEAU  ARCOTT 

GRAND  CHAMPION  EWE 

Olds  College  7C  Olds  College  Ben  Luellan  400 

Olds,  Alberta  Olds,  Alberta 

GRAND  CHAMPION  RAM 
No  entry 

BORDER  CHEVIOT 

GRAND  CHAMPION  EWE 

Glen  Alwin  5C  Mr  &  Mrs  Tom  Smith  CSJ  Sheep  Co.  150 

Courtenay,  B.C.  Courtenay,  B.C. 

GRAND  CHAMPION  RAM 
No  entry 
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SOUTHDOWN 

GRAND  CHAMPION  EWE 
Gates  WE  49C 

GRAND  CHAMPION  RAM 
Higginson  5C 


W.E.  Gates 
Glencoe,  Ontario 


Higginson  Southdowns 
Sardis,  B.C. 


Seven  Springs  Farm 
Millbrook,  Ontario 


400 


Annette  Mignall  425 
Tompkins,  Saskatchewan 


COLUMBIA 

GRAND  CHAMPION  EWE 
Cadsand  102B 

GRAND  CHAMPION  RAM 

Jones  262C 


G  &  L  Cadsand 
Rimbey,  Alberta 


Clarence  Jones 
DeWinton,  Alberta 


Dan  R.  Cadsand 
Rimbey,  Alberta 


Robert  Gibbons 
Aldergrove,  Ablerta 


350 


300 


HAMPSHIRE 

GRAND  CHAMPION  EWE 
Jordan  15D 

GRAND  CHAMPION  RAM 
Jordan  22D 


Jordan  Livestock 
Rimbey,  Alberta 


Jordan  Livestock 
Rimbey,  Alberta 


Ferme  La  Bergiere 
Rimouski,  Quebec 


George  Grimm 
Grimshaw,  Alberta 


320 


410 


RAMBOUILLET 

GRAND  CHAMPION  EWE 

Misty  Ridge  83C                     Misty  Ridge  Rambouillets  S.G.  Lawrie  350 

Bowden,  Alberta  Black  Creek,  Alberta 
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NORTH  COUNTRY  CHEVIOT 

GRAND  CHAMPION  EWE 
Stephenville  13C 

GRAND  CHAMPION  RAM 
Coneygeers  10C 


Bill  Stephen 
Calgary,  Alberta 


D.  Wytinck 
Nanaimo,  B.C. 


Irene  Kostiuk 
Aldergrove,  B.C. 


400 


Eckehart  Marenholtz  625 
Flatbush,  B.C. 


ROMNEY 

GRAND  CHAMPION  EWE 
Rainey  River  5C 

GRAND  CHAMPION  RAM 
Windhaven  Acres  51 2C 


Bianca  Jackson 
Courtenay,  B.C. 


Windhaven  Acres 
Arrowwood,  Alberta 


N/S 


Lonnie  Penner  600 
Prince  Albert,  Saskatchewan 


CORRIEDALE 

GRAND  CHAMPION  EWE 

Downdrie  Fell  3D  Downdrie  Fell  Farms    N/S 

Armstrong,  B.C. 

GRAND  CHAMPION  RAM 

Chief  4C  Downdrie  Fell  Farms  Russell  Dow 

Armstrong,  B.C.  Bowmanville,  Ontario 


DORSET 

GRAND  CHAMPION  EWE 


Edan  Vale  328D 


Dan  R.  Cadsand 
Rimbey,  Alberta 


Colin  Campbell 
Virden,  Manitoba 


235 
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GRAND  CHAMPION  RAM 

Edan  Vale  31 2D  Dan  R.  Cadsand  Colin  Campbell  600 

Rimbey,  Alberta  Virden,  Manitoba 


SUPREME  EWE 

Stephenville  13C  Bill  Stephen 

Calgary,  Alberta 

SUPREME  RAM 

Edan  Vale  31 2D  Dan  R.  Cadsand 

Rimbey,  Alberta 

SUPREME  FLOCK 

Southdowns  W.E.  Gates 

Glencoe,  Ontario 


The  1994  Classic  Show  and  Sale  had  285  sheep  catalogued.  Two  show  rings  ran  simultaneously 
making  our  judges,  Colin  Campbell  (meat  breeds)  and  Brian  Murray  (wool  breeds)  jobs  less  hectic  but 
by  no  means  easier. 

Total  sales  were     $51 ,51 1 .00  for  1 84  head. 
Average  ram  prices  were  $345.67 
Average  ewe  prices  were  $248.15 
The  overall  average  was  $279.95 

High  Selling  Ewes 

Consignor 

North  Country  Cheviot  D.  Wytinck  450 

Suffolk  Jordan  Livestock  450 

Southdown  W.E.  Gates  450 


High  Selling  Ram 
Rambouillet 


Moore-Hauser  Sheep  Co.  1000 


TP  71 

T^J^lassifieds 


FOR  SALE  -  SHEEP 

2  WHITE-face  Romanov  cross  -  1  ewe,  1  ram  -  March 
born.  3  Romanov/Suffolk  cross  ewes.  1  Romanov/ 
Suffolk  ram  -  Feb  born.   1  black  Suffolk  ram  -  April 
born.  All  twins.  1  older  white-face  ewe,  good  mother. 
Asking  $100  each.  Kammy,  Ponoka,  783-3537  (7) 


4  YEARLING  ewes  &  1  -  2  yr  old  ram  -  a  Canadian 
Arcott/Suffolk  cross.  Jergen  Moll,  Whitecourt, 
778-4272  (7) 


FLOCK  DISPERSAL  -  50  Suffolk  cross  white-face, 
open,  commercial  ewes.  $100  each.  Aaron,  Ponoka, 
783-8477  (7) 


JANUARY  BORN  &  March,  April  born  ewe  lambs. 
From  highly  prolific  flock.  1  /4  Romanov/1  /4  Dorset,  1 12 
Suffolk.  Rolland  or  Angelika,  Fallis, 
797-5339  (7) 


GOOD  COMMERCIAL  Suffolk  ewes.  No  culls.  2-1 
yr  olds,  2  -  4  yr  olds  &  2  -  7  yr  olds.  Reason  to  sell  - 
reducing  flock  to  purebred  only.  Also  1  tall  purebred 
Suffolk  yearling  ram  &  1  registered  purebred  Border 
Leicester  yearling  ram.  Excellent  to  cross  onto 
Suffolks  for  lean  carcasses  and  good  milk  and 
mothering  abilities  for  future  breeding  stock.  Judy, 
Innisfree,  592-2167  (7) 


1  DORSET  ram.  8  yrs  old.  Gentle.  Pat,  Tofield, 
662-2479  (7) 


19  GOOD  young  black-face  ewes  with  35  lambs  at 
side.  Lambs  born  March  &  April.  Asking  $3000.00. 
Lyle  Lybbert,  Fort  Macleod,  553-2297  (7) 


10  EWE  lambs.  Born  mid-February  -  mid-March. 
From  registered  Columbian  ram  &  Suffolk  cross  ewes. 
Alven,  Vulcan,  485-2111  (7) 

50  CROSSBRED  Suffolk/Arcott/Finn  ewes.  1 
Hampshire  ram.  Kevin,  Carstairs,  337-3197  (leave 
message)  (7) 

MEATY  DORSET  rams  and  maternal  Dorset  ewe 
lambs.  Gordon  Fulton,  Bowden,  224-3753  (7) 


4  YEARLING  Rambouillet  rams.  Born  January  1993. 
1  -  yearling  Rambouillet  ram,  born  October  1992.  1  - 
3  yr  old  Rambouillet  ram,  Ross  Mouser  breeding. 
Mike,  Bowden,  224-3743  (7) 


COLOURED  RAM  lambs  born  February  &  March  '94. 
5  to  choose  from.  Very  black  fleeces.  Call  Linda, 
Bowden,  224-3743  (7) 


TOP  QUALITY  Rambouillet  flock.  100  purebred  ewes 
plus  April  born  lambs  and  yearling  rams.  Prefer  to  sell 
as  a  unit.  Scott  or  Cindy,  Strathmore,  934-3675 
(evenings)  (7) 

AT  THE  Classic  -  1  yearling  Suffolk  ewe  of  Codan 
bloodlines  from  sire  evaluated  ram  to  sell  also  home 
tested.  1  ram  lamb  from  sire  evaluated  ram,  Arkell 
Station  tested  to  sell.  Complete  flock  Maedi  Visna 
tested  4  yrs  free  all  negative.  Codan  Suffolks,  Bill  & 
Lynne  Duffield,  R  R  #2,  Wyoming,  Ontario  N0N  1T0, 
519-899-2663  (7) 

DUE  TO  our  international  success  with  our  Suffolks, 
Columbias  and  Rambouillet,  we  have  decided  to 
disperse  of  our  robust  Hampshires  and  remaining  top 
North  Country  Cheviots.  The  Hampshire  flock  consists 
of  approximately  12  mature  ewes,  3  yearling  ewes  and 
3  ewe  lambs,  package  price  $5300.00.  The  North 
Country  flock  consists  of  6  mature  ewes  and  4  yearling 
ewes,  package  price  $3000.00.  All  rams  have  already 
been  sold  and  each  flock  to  sell  complete.  Here  is 
your  opportunity  to  buy  quality  in  a  working  package. 
Call  today  to  Warren  Moore,  Moore-Hauser  Sheep  Co., 
Stavely,  Alberta,  549-2464  (7) 

PROFITS  ARE  higher  from  a  TRECO  Texel  sire 
production  sale  August  27,  1994.  Details  phone  Tom 
1-800-GO  TEXEL,  6  P.M.  -  10  P.M.  (7) 


CANADIAN  REGISTERED  Polypay  ewes,  ewe  lambs, 
ram  and  ram  lambs.  Crossbred  Polypay  ewes  and 
ewe  lambs.  Darbi  Rawluk,  Lougheed,  386-2537  (8) 


19  EWES  &  1  ram.  Ria,  Innisfail,  227-6402  (8) 

RIMRID  FARM  for  rare  breeds  of  farm  animals  has  for 
sale  Jacob  rams,  Angora  goats  and  Highland  bulls. 
Judy,  Rimbey,  843-6830  (8) 


50  GOOD  crossbred  ewes  -  $80  choice  or  $75  each  to 
take  all.  Bill,  Boyle,  689-2408  (8) 


2  SUFFOLK  2-yr  old  rams,  Fowler  &  Waco  breeding. 
Also  one  2  yr  old  North  Country  Cheviot  ram.  All  three 
are  proven  breeders  and  have  produced  excellent  lamb 
crops.  There  are  also  a  limited  number  of  ram  and 
ewe  lambs  available.  Everything  is  registered  and  is 
good  quality,  along  with  a  resonable  price.  Greg,  Olds, 
335-4136  (8) 
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1  ROMANOV  ram,  1  Suffolk  ram,  20  Suffolk  ewes 
(about  1 0  are  pregnant)  and  20  Romanov/Suffolk  cross 
ewes.  Lloyd,  Vilna,  636-2653  (8) 

BLACK  RAMS  &  ewe  lambs.  Born  May  '94.  Dorset 
crosses.  Nice  black  fleeces.  Bob  or  Joyce,  Olds, 
556-3677  (After  6  PM)  (8) 

1  PAIR  Soay  sheep  (miniature  Scottish  sheep).  Very 
rare.  Less  than  20  in  Canada.  Cameron,  Red  Deer, 
340-3862  (8) 


84  SUFFOLK  ewes.  2-7  yrs  old.  106  Suffolk/ 
Romanov  April  lambs.  Roy,  623-7820  (8) 

FLOCK  DISPERSAL  of  70  ewes  &  96  yearlings. 
Suffolk  &  crossbreds.  Lambed  at  200%.  Good 
mothers  and  good  milkers.  2  proven  Strand  Suffolk 
rams  &  5  lamb  rams.  Kay  or  Charlie,  Magrath, 
758-3824  (8) 


GREAT  "STARTER-flock"  ewe  lambs  from  first  cross 
Texel  x  Dorset  sire  and  Suffolks  (as  they  should  be) 
mothers.  Same  flock,  some  same  cross  as  winners  in 
national  and  local  carcass  competitions.  Have  to  be 
"seen"  to  be  "appreciated"  ...$100.00  up.  Also,  a 
couple  of  young  Texel  x  Dorset  x  Arcott  ram  lambs  - 
$150.  Lillian,  Pickardville,  961-2450  (8) 


1  PUREBRED  one  yr  old  Romanov  ram.  Triplet.  From 
registered  parents.  Christine  Simoens,  Cochrane, 
932-5379  (8) 


PUREBRED  SCOTTISH  black  face  ram  lambs. 
Carnrose,  672-6026  (8) 


Ed, 


80  PUREBRED  Suffolk  &  Suffolk  cross  ewes.  Lambing 
record  &  lamb  carcass  grading  records  available.  Call 
729-3827  (8) 


COMPLETE  FLOCK  dispersal.  300  open  ewes,  1-6 
yrs  old.  Suffolk,  Rambouillet  &  Dorset  cross.  $100 
each.  Klaus,  Olds,  556-8095  (8) 

26  MIXED  breed  ewes,  most  are  multiple  producers  of 
various  ages.  1  1/2  yr  old  cross  bred  ram.  Will  sell 
these  as  a  unit  for  $2000.00.  I  also  have  some  good 
replacement  crossbred  ewe  lambs.  Irene,  Derwent, 
741-2271  (8) 


APRIL  BORN  1/2  Romney,  3/8  Suffolk  &  1/8  Finn,  4 
ewe  lambs  &  4  ram  lambs.  Birth  wt  10  lbs.  $110.00 
to  market  weight.  Teresa,  Lacombe,  782-2780  (8) 


1  YEARLING  purebred  Romanov  ram.  Proven.  1 
purebred  Romanov  ram  lamb.  1  3/4  Romanov  ram 
lamb.  White  Haven  Farms,  Innisfail,  227-2276  (8) 


SUFFOLKS  &  Columbias  registered  yearling  rams  & 
ram  lambs.  From  outstanding  sires  &  dams.  Give  us 
a  cz.:.  Grand  View  Suffolks  &  Columbias,  Lethbridge, 
327-9766  (8) 

2  -  1/2  Icelandic  &  1/2  Finn  cross  twin  ram  lambs. 
Born  Apr  '94.  Vigorous.  Good  spinner  wool.  Often  no 
tail  docking  required.  $150  each.  1/4  Icelandic,  1/4 
Finn,  1/2  Columbia  ram  lamb.  Born  Apr  '94.  Triplet. 
$150.  Cathy  or  Jean,  Beaverlodge,  356-2205  (8) 


10  CULL  ewes.  Suffolk.  Good  moms.  Lawrence, 
939-3298,  Morinville  (After  5  PM)  (8) 


RIDEAU  &  Canadian  Arcott  rams  &  ewe  lambs. 
Rideaus  selected  for  maternal  characteristics  based  on 
ROP  and  milk  yields.  Canadians  selected  for  loan 
meat  growth  based  on  ROP,  ultrasound  and  grading/ 
classification  results.  Also  57%  Friesland  rams  & 
ewes.  These  should  yield  4  times  more  milk  than 
domestic  breeds.  Other  European  genes  available  as 
sheep,  embryos  or  semen.  Deb  or  Ian  Clark,  Bentiey, 
748-2624  (8) 

6  TRIPLET  3/4  Rideau  Arcott  lambs.  Born  Feb  '94. 
$150  each.  Other  February  ewe  lambs  available  as 
well.  B.  Lange,  High  River,  652-2278  (8) 

1  -  4  yr  old  purebred,  registered  Romanov  ram.  12 
Romanov/Cheviot  cross  ewe  lambs.  John  Lorenz, 
756-2160  (After  8  PM)  (8) 

REGISTERED  DORSET  &  Suffolk  rams  &  ewes. 
Excellent,  highly  productive  lines  &  good  grading 
carcass  traits.  Edith  or  John,  Ponoka,  784-351 1  (8) 


6  PUREBRED  Rambouillet  yearling  rams.  Amy-Rob 
Rambouillets,  Didsbury,  335-4348  (8) 


REGISTERED  NORTH  Country  Cheviot  ram.  2  yrs 
old.  Proven  breeder  from  Ontario.  $200.  Eckehart  or 
Marie,  Flatbush,  681-2430  (8) 

8  BIG  purebred  Suffolk  ram  lambs.  Born  Jan  '94. 
$125-150.  Glen,  Didsbury,  335-4983  (8) 

2  YEARLING  rams.  Suffolk  &  Dorset.  Barb, 
Strathmore,  934-2848  (8) 


FOR  SALE  -  GOATS 

2  BRED  Saanen  does  due  in  July,  2  young  Saanen 
does,  2  young  Saanen  bucks,  all  are  healthy,  friendly, 
born  in  1994  from  excellent  milking  stock,  tatooed  and 
papered.  Erika  Vester,  Olds,  work,  556-2299  or 
Carstairs,  home,  337-2496  (7) 
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1  WHITE  wether  Cashmere  billy.  1  Cashmere  buck. 
Proven.  2  yrs  old.  3  -  2  yr  old  Cashmere  females. 
3  -  1  yr  old  Cashmere  females.    Marg  or  Tony, 
Okotoks,  938-4307  (7) 


REGISTERED  TENNESSEE  fainting  goats.  Premium 
quality.  Proven  breeding  stock.  A  limited  number  of 
registered  African  pygmy  goats.  Selling  a  few  for  flying 
in  some  new  blood.  Very  nice  guaranteed  breeders 
that  have  classified  well  in  the  ring.  Cameron,  Red 
Deer,  340-3862  (8) 

4  PUREBRED  Saanen  nannies,  3  Saanen/Alpine 
nannies  &  1  purebred  Saanen  billy.  Also  have  1  red 
guard  Jenny  &  1  Jenny  foal  raised  with  sheep.  1 
purebred  Saanen  billy  to  be  sold  alone.  Kay  or 
Charlie,  Magrath,  758-3824  (8) 


3  TRIPLET  Saanen/Nubian  billies.  Born  in  Apr  '94 
from  gentle,  productive  parents.  1  buckskin  &  2  white. 
$100  each.  B.  Lange,  High  River,  652-2278  (8) 


ONE  YEARLING  Nubian  billy  goat.  Nice  &  clean. 
Good  milking  lines.  Call  784-3527,  Ponoka  (8) 


ALPINE  CROSS  buck.  3  yrs  old.  Our  very  best  ever! 
Very  gentle  with  people  -  $150.  Saanen  buck  -  $250. 
Purebred  Toggenburg  buck  -  $450.  Papered,  tattoed 
&  proven.  Star  milker  both  sides.  Top  of  the  line. 
Bred  Angora  nannies.  Freshly  dewormed.  Jennifer  or 
Burton  Jenkins,  Westlock,  349-6380  (8) 

PUREBRED  NUBIAN  buck.  Good  producer.  Quiet. 
Leeanne,  Lacombe,  782-7244  (8) 


PUREBRED  ALPINE  billies.  1  -  3  yr  old  -  $125.00. 
1  -  1  yr  old  -  $125.00.  1  -  6  month  old  -  $90.00.  Glen, 
Didsbury,  335-4983  (8) 


FOR  SALE  -  DOGS 

5  MONTH  old  Great  Pyreenes  pup. 
Rocky  Mtn  House,  845-6740 


Female.  Pearl, 
(7) 


BORDER  COLLIES  from  working  parents  -  1 1  months 
old.  2  females,  1  male.  Had  shots  &  been  wormed. 
Started  training  on  sheep.  Asking  $300  each.  Jerry, 
Golden,  B.C.,  604-348-2317  (7) 


3    PUREBRED  registered 
Grandparents  of  pups  3  & 
Champions.  Call  729-3827 


Border 
4  time 


Collie  pups. 
World  Grand 
(8) 


1  MALE  &  1  female  purebred,  registered  Border  Collie 

dogs.  Started.  John  Lorenz,  756-2160 

(After  8  PM)  (8) 


REGISTERED  BORDER  Collie  pups  -  born  Apr  20/94. 
Sire  -  Shawn  Well's  'Chance'  1 992.  Pro-novice  dog  of 
the  year  ASDA.  'Chance's'  breeding  goes  back  to 
David  McTeirs'  'Ben'  -  a  national  champion,  and  John 
Rickardsons'  'Wiston  Cap'  -  International  champion. 
Dam  -  Shawn  Wells'  'Jenny'  imported  from  Jack  Knox. 
Jenny's  breeding  also  goes  back  to  Wiston  Cap.  Call 
Shawn  Wells  or  Joanne  Vance,  Pincher  Creek, 
627-5588  (7) 

MARMEMMA  LIVESTOCK  guardian  puppies  as  seen 
in  U.F.A.  Farm  and  Ranch  magazine.  From  Ted 
Butler's  imported  Italian  Maremma  parents.  These 
guardian  dogs  are  really  working  out  well  for  sheep, 
goats,  cattle  &  even  ostrichs  with  no  predator  losses. 
Give  Ted  a  call  now  as  there  are  only  a  few  puppies 
left.  Ted,  Calgary,  948-9534  or  Mobile  651-6855  (8) 

REGISTERED  GREAT  Pyreenes  puppies.  Show 
companion  and  guardian.  Shots,  tattoo,  written 
guarantee.  Serious  inquiries  only.  934-2778  (8) 

KUVASZ  PUPS  ready  end  of  June.  Both  parents 
excellent  working  guaradian  dogs  &  from  Yard  guard 
dog.  Raised  with  sheep  &  goats.  $225.  Sheila, 
Calmar,  985-3057  (8) 

LOVELY,  SABLE  Sheltie  puppies.  CKC  registered. 
Vaccinated,  dewormed  &  tattoed.  Show  &  pet  quality. 
Great  family  dogs,  obedience  dogs  &  4-H  canine 
project  dogs.  Start  at  $300.  Teresa,  Lacombe, 
782-2780  (8) 

REGISTERED  ANATOLIAN  shepherd  pups.  Mother  is 
actively  working,  keeping  our  sheep  safe  from  coyotes 
and  wolves.  Pups  are  raised  with  sheep  and  are 
gentle  with  children.  Ready  now.  Vanda  Chelick, 
Hines  Creek,  494-2398  (8) 


REGISTERED  BORDER  Collie  pups.  Father  working, 
mother  started.  1st  shots  &  dewormed.  $250.  Also, 
different  litter  Border  Collie  pups.  Same  father,  mother 
not  registered  but  working.  1st  shots  &  dewormed. 
$125.  Doris,  878-3590  (8) 


BORDER  COLLIE  puppies  born  25  May  94.  By  Sport 
a  son  of  Spot  1 991  Supreme  International  Champion  of 
Britain  and  out  of  Mist  and  excellent  young  bitch  of 
Scottish  and  Welsh  breeding.  Ron  or  Olwyn,  Sundre, 
638-2836  (8) 


PUREBRED  NEW  Zealand  Huntaway  puppies.  From 
excellent  working  parents.     Ed  Morrow,  Barons, 
757-2280  (8) 
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FOR  SALE  -  MISCELLANEOUS 

STOMP  COYOTE  problems  with  a  guard  donkey.  2  - 
5  yr  old  geldings,  2  yearling  geldings.  All  started  with 
our  sheep.  3  -  jennies  -  will  be  bred  for  '95  foals. 
Visitors  always  welcome.  Elsie  Mackay,  Mannville, 
763-3749  (7) 

BARRELS  -  45  gallon  plastic,  top  in  or  out.  Clean, 
ready  to  use.  No  chemicals.  $25.00  each.  Elsie 
Mackay,  Mannville,  763-3749  (7) 


GREAT  BUSINESS  opportunity  -  Galawater  Holiday 
Kennels  is  for  sale  -  160  acres  -  1/2  mile  of  lakefront 
property.  Accommodation  for  every  type  of  dog  and 
cat.  Established  over  eight  years.  Lucrative  business 
with  good  client  base.  Good  outbuildings  to  raise 
exotic  animals.  Bed  &  breakfast  cottage  on  property  - 
Many  extras,  deck,  sunroom,  two  wood  burning  stoves 
etc.  Steal  at  $160,000.00  Earl  and  Phyllis  Tinney,  R  R 
#1,  Battleford,  Saskatchewan  S0M  0E0, 
306-937-2004  (7) 


2  GUARD  mules  1/2  Welsh  pony.  Raised  with  Sheep. 
2  yr  old  female  -  $450,  1  yr  old  male  -  $300.  Glen, 
Didsbury,  335-4983  (8) 

PREDATOR  PROBLEMS?  Coyote,  wolf,  cougar  or 
bear  problems?  Flying  predator  problems?  Eagle, 
hawk,  owl  or  raven  problems?  Guardian  dogs  may  just 
be  the  answer  to  your  problems.  We  have  Guardian 
pups  and  trained  adult  dogs  available  most  of  the  time. 
For  information  or  advice  call  Ron  Gale,  Sundre, 
638-2836  (8) 


MALE  YEARLING  miniature  donkey.  Used  to  children, 
sheep  &  cattle.  Gentle.  Donna  or  Philip,  Red  Deer, 
347-7198  (8) 


3  DONKEYS  -  2  bred  Jennies  and  1  Jack.  Stan,  Czar, 
857-3773  (8) 


HAY  CONDITIONER  to  fit  a  230  or  4000  International 
Swather  and  a  15  foot  Wrenn  Swather  for  sale  or 
tradw  for  livestock.  Keith,  Grimshaw, 
971-2350  (8) 


SHEARER  AVAILABLE 


WILL  DO  sheep  or  goats.  Brian,  Breton, 
696-3605 


(7) 


SHEARER  AVAILABLE  for  hoof  trimming  &  shearing. 
Also  clipper  blade  sharpening  available.  Brendin  Ross, 
Ponoka,  783-6382  (7) 


SHEARER  AVAILABLE. 
Spence,  437-5889 


Edmonton  area.  Philip 
(7) 


WANTED  -  SHEEP 

FEEDER  LAMBS,  cull  ewes  &  breeding  ewes.  John, 
Westlock,  349-5203  (No  Sunday  calls  please)  (7) 

BUYING,  FAT  &  feeder  lambs,  cull  ewes,  rams.  Also 
trucking  services  -  4  Deck  Custom  Sheep  Trailer. 
Floyd,  Blackie,  684-3573  (8) 


RAMBOUILLET  EWES, 
768-3766 


must  be  open. 


Linda,  204- 
(8) 


WANTED  -  GOATS 


YOUNG  BILLIES  65-1 00  lbs  or  young  Nannies  70-1 00 
lbs.  Also  buying  mature  billies  &  nannies,  feeder 
lambs,  cull  ewes  &  rams.  Miles  Buswell,  Edmonton, 
988-5468  (7) 

NANNY  goats  &  newborn  to  30  pound  male  goats. 
Jennifer  or  Burton,  Westlock,  349-6380  (8) 


FOR  SALE  OR  TRADE 

1  MALE  Border  Collie,  2  yrs  old,  trained.  1  male 
Border  Collie,  1  yr  old,  started  and  1  female  tri-colored 
Border  Collie,  4  yrs  old,  trained.  For  Sale  or  Trade. 
Call  Shawn  Wells  or  Joanne  Vance,  Pincher  Creek, 
627-5588  (7) 

7/8  ROMANOV  ram  lamb  -  triplet,  born  Jan  '94. 
$100.00  or  trade  for  Columbia  ewe.  Elsie  Makay, 
Mannville,  763-3749  (7) 


WANTED  -  MISCELLANEOUS 

BACK  ISSUES  of  Handwoven  Magazine.  Geri  McNeil, 
Bowden,  224-3753  (7) 


HELP  WANTED 

NON-SMOKER,  MATURE  person  or  couple  for 
assistance  on  a  farm.  Duties  include  housework, 
gardening,  fencing  and  care  of  cattle,  sheep  and 
horses  for  exchange  of  free  room  and  board.  Past 
experience  an  asset.  Shawn,  Camrose,  672-8131 
(Between  4:30  PM  &  9:30  PM)  (8) 


-25- 


SERVICES  AVAILABLE 

CUSTOM  WOOLEN  Mills  -  processing  your  wool  into 
a  wide  variety  of  products  -  batts,  comforters,  mattress 
pads,  sleeping  bags,  a  variety  of  carded  wools  and 
yarns,  natural  and  dyed  colours,  blankets,  work  socks. 
For  details,  Custom  Woolen  Mills,  R  R  #1,  Carstairs, 
Alberta  TOM  ONO,  telephone/fax  493-337-2221  (7) 

STOCKDOGS  -  THE  coming  months  are  often  the  best 
time  of  the  year  for  training.  There  are  training  clinics 
available,  geared  to  teach  you  how  to  train  your  own 
dog  or  have  me  custom  train  your  dog  for  you.  If  you 
wish  to  host  a  clinic,  buy  or  sell  a  dog  -  call  Stuart, 
Westerose,  586-2747  (7) 


WHAT'S  HAPPENING  in  the  sheep  industry?  You  can 
find  out  by  subscribing  to  The  Shepherd's  Journal. 
One  of  the  most  comprehensive  national  sheep 
publications  in  Canada.  10  issues  a  year  at  $21.40 
including  GST.  The  Shepherd's  Journal,  Box  99, 
Mossleigh,  Alberta  TOL  1 P0,  534-2185  (7) 


CUSTOM  CORRAL  building.  Fencing,  corrals,  field 
lines,  shelters  &  work  chutes.  Reasonable  rates.  Call 

729-3827  (8) 


STOCKDOG  CLINICS,  lessons  and  demonstrations. 
Dogs  trained  or  tuned  with  lessons  to  the  handler.  Ron 
Gaie,  Sundre,  638-2836  (8) 


EDITOR'S  NOTE 


Classified  Ads  and  Coming  Events  may  be  placed  in  Sheep  Footnotes  free-of -charge  by  contacting: 


janet  Smalley 
Cattle  &  Sheep  Branch 
#204,  7000  -113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T6H  5T6 


Terry  Sheen 
Field  Services 


Bag  3014 

Lethbridge,  Alberta 
T1J4C7 


Ph:  (403)  427-5083 
FAX  (403)  427-1057 


Ph:  (403)  381-5106 
FAX  (403)  382-4526 


The  deadline  for  Classified  Ads  and  Coming  Events  is  the  24th  day  of  the  month  prior 
to  the  month  of  publication. 


Coming  Events  will  be  run  every  month  from  when  they  are  placed  until  the  event.  Please  Note: 
Events  should  be  placed  in  Coming  Events  at  least  6  weeks  in  advance  in  order  to  ensure  their 
publication  before  they  occur. 


Classified  Ads  will  run  initially  for  two  months,  unless  cancelled  after  the  first  month. 
After  the  first  two  months,  ads  may  be  renewed  each  month  by  contacting  Janet  Smalley 
at  427-5083.  Ads  must  not  exceed  two  column  inches  in  length  or  they  will  be  edited. 
All  ads  must  be  submitted  with  a  name,  an  address  and  a  phone  number  or  they  will 
not  be  run.  Sheep  Footnotes  reserves  the  right  to  restrict  the  length,  content  and  run  of 
any  Classified  Ad. 


Material  in  Sheep  Footnotes  may  be  reprinted  in  other  publications,  but  source  must  be  stated 
and  content  of  articles  may  not  be  changed  without  authors'  permission. 


EDITORS  OF  OTHER  PUBLICATIONS 


ALBERTA  SHEEP 

NEWS  AND  VIEWS  


VOLUME  4  ISSUE  2  JULY  1994 

ALBERTA  SHEEP  AND  WOOL  COMMISSION 


COMMISSION  OFFICE  ON  THE  MOVE 

After  five  years  at  the  same  location  the 
Commission  has  decided  to  move  its  office.  The 
new  location  has  more  space  for  less  rent.  Its  not 
as  lavish  as  our  old  place  but  will  do  just  fine.  New 
address:  #203,  2916  -  19th  Street  N.E.  Calgary 
T2E6Y9-  PH:  735  -  5111    FAX:  735  -  5110 


NEW  DIRECTOR  FOR  ZONE  6 

The  Commission  Directors  have  appointed  a  new 
director  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  zone  #6.  That  zone 
encompasses  the  Thorhild/Edmonton/Drayton 
Valley/Whitecourt  area.  The  new  director  is  Bob 
Geilen  of  Warburg.  Originally  from  Ontario,  Bob 
has  farmed  in  the  Warburg  area  for  the  past  nine 
years.  A  diversified  farmer  with  cattle,  hogs  and 
grain  Bob  added  sheep  to  his  operation  four  years 
ago.  At  present  he  has  250  commercial  ewes  and 
plans  to  expand  to  400  head.  In  addition  to  his  busy 
farming  interests  he  is  also  a  fabricator  and  welder. 
From  that  experience  he  has  developed  some 
practical  sheep  handling  equipment.  Bob  looks 
forward  to  representing  the  interests  of  producers  in 
zone  6  on  the  Commission  Board.  He  can  be 
contacted  at  Box  17,  RR#i,  Warburg  T0C  2T0 
(Phone/Fax  848-2691). 


ANNUAL  ZONE  MEETINGS  SET 

November  seems  far  away  at  this  time  of  the  year 
and  zone  meetings  are  probably  not  on  many 
producers  social  calender.  Exact  dates  and  time  will 
be  published  at  a  latter  date.  Producers  on  the 
Commission  mailing  list  will  be  receiving  a  notice 
in  the  mail. 

ZONE  #7  -  RYCROFT 
ZONE  #6  -  STONY  PLAIN 
ZONE  #5  -  VERMILION 
ZONE  #4  -  LACOIVIBE 
ZONE  #3  -  STRATHMORE 
ZONE  n  -  LETHBRIDGE 
ZONE#l  -  FORT  MACLEOD 


IN  THIS  ISSUE 

LAMB  &  WOOL  MARKETS 
NEW  PROMOTION  CAMPAIGN 
BLUETONGUE  &  SHEEP 
SHEEP  REHABILITATE  RANGES 
INDUSTRY  STRATEGIC  PLAN 
PUBLICATIONS  &  PROMOTIONS 


News  ;wid  Views  presented  in  this  Newsletter  are  those  of  the  Alherta  Sheep  &  Wool  Commission  and  do  not  in  any  way  reflect 
those  of  Alherta  Agriculture  which  kindly  distributes  the  Newsletter.  The  articles  are  written  hy  Will  Verhoven,  ASWC  Manager. 

Any  Bouquets  or  Brickbats  should  be  sent  to: 
ALBERTA  SHEEP  AND  WOOL  COMMISSION    #203,  2916  -  19th  Street  N.E.,  CALXiARV,  ALBERTA,  T2E  6Y9 


MARKETS!  MARKETS!  MARKETS! 


BY  WILL  VERBOVEN,  ASWC  MANAGER 


LAMB  PRICES  STEADY 
TO  HIGHER 

Since  the  end  of  May  prices  have  climbed  steadily 
in  all  markets.  Canada  West  Foods  surprised 
everyone  -  raising  the  price  by  $10  in  one  day.  That 
shook  a  few  lambs  out  of  the  bush.  Other  markets 
have  since  caught  up  and  prices  are  now  five  to  ten 
dollars  ahead  of  this  time  last  year.  That's  always 
cold  comfort  to  most  producers  as  at  this  time  of 
the  year,  market  ready  lambs  are  in  short  supply. 

Market  fundamentals  remain  positive  for  higher 
prices,  that  being  American  production  and 
processing  is  down  from  last  year.  However,  lamb 
prices  and  markets  have  at  times  shown  little 
respect  for  the  laws  of  supply  and  demand.  If  the 
cycle  remains  true  to  form,  prices  should  start  to 
slide  in  July  as  supply  increases.  But  last  year,  as 
you  may  recall,  prices  suddenly  took  off  in 
September,  so  stay  tuned  anything  can  happen. 

At  time  of  writing  producers  rail  grading  58  pound 
lambs  at  CWF  could  return  around  $110  per  head. 
At  that  level  lamb  producers  can  see  some  hope. 
However,  I  expect  lamb  prices  to  begin  to  slide  in 
July  if  for  no  other  reason  but  habit.  If  the  big 
promotion  effort  by  Canada  West  Foods  (see 
article  elsewhere  in  Newsletter)  this  summer  takes 
off,  there  could  be  keen  competition  for  lambs  in 
Alberta. 


IMPORTS  COULD  BE  THE  SPOILER 
-  AS  USUAL  ! 

All  reports  are  that  Aussie  and  Kiwi  lamb  continues 
to  flood  into  the  American  market.  These  cheap 
imports  will  impact  the  price  sooner  or  later. 
Importers  innocently  claim  that  they  are  only 
supplying  the  demand  -  Yea  Right!  The  American 
Sheep  Industry  Association  is  lobbying  their 
government  to  try  and  put  a  lid  on  the  imports. 
These  imports  if  they  continue  will  start  to  put 


MARKET  LINES 

THE  COMMISSION  24  HOUR 
MARKET  HOTLINE  IS  UPDATED 
WEEKLY  TO  GIVE  YOU  CURRENT 
INFORMATION  ON  LAMB  &  WOOL 
PRICES  EN  ALBERTA  AND  THE  USA. 

JUST  CALL  

1  -  735  -  5113 

AMERICAN  MARKET  LINE 
1  -  303  -  771  -  8503 


pressure  on  prices  and  what  happens  in  the  USA 
will  quickly  impact  Alberta  prices.  Unless  as 
mentioned  the  CWF  promotion  creates  a  big  local 
demand. 


WOOL  PRICES  HANG  TOUGH 

Marketing  in  the  West  has  pretty  well  petered  out 
and  it  ended  on  a  steady  note.  No  last  minute  jump 
or  collapse  in  prices.  Most  American  wool  pools 
have  been  sold  so  that  market  will  start  their 
summer  holidays. 

In  Alberta  the  CCWG  continues  to  be  the  major 
buyer  with  initial  prices  steady  to  slightly  higher. 
Those  producers  who  sold  on  initial  or  consignment 
will  no  doubt  be  awaiting  with  anticipation  on  how 
close  the  final  CCWG  prices  will  be  to  the  Nanton 
Wool  Pool  prices. 


INDUSTRY  NEWS 


CANADA  WEST  LAUNCHES 
NEW  PROMOTION 

THE  GREAT  "  CANADIAN  LAMB  SIZZLE  "  is 
the  title  of  a  new  seasonal  promotion  developed  by 
CWF.  It  will  run  from  July  until  September 
coinciding  with  the  main  barbecue  season.  It  will 
also  coincide  with  the  annual  surplus  of  market 
ready  lambs  in  Alberta. 

Traditionally  the  lamb  supply  begins  to  increase  in 
late  June,  peaking  in  late  August  and  then  tapers 
off  in  October.  In  the  past  the  plant  was  unable  to 
absorb  these  extra  lambs  so  they  left  the  province 
going  south,  east  and  west.  The  Commission 
Promotion  Committee  has  pondered  on  this  annual 
situation  and  suggested  than  an  annual  seasonal 
promotion  campaign  be  considered  to  take 
advantage  of  the  increased  supply  of  Canadian 
Lambs.  This  concept  is  not  new  it  occurs  in  other 
commodities  such  as  fruits  and  vegetables.  Also 
specific  seasonal  lamb  promotions  occur  in  the  USA 
and  BC. 

Canada  West  Foods  took  up  the  challenge  and 
developed  the  "CANADIAN  LAMB  SIZZLE" 
theme.  It  is  part  of  a  whole  promotion  and 
merchandising  package  which  includes  special 
labelling,  feature  advertising  in  publications  and  in- 
store  taste  test  demos.  The  Commission  has 
committed  fifty  thousand  dollars  towards  the  in- 
store  taste  test  demo  portion  of  the  promotion 
package. 

This  is  an  entirely  new  type  of  lamb  promotion  in 
Alberta  and  chain  store  interest  has  been  keen.  It  is 
hoped  that  this  can  become  an  annual  promotion 
and  thereby  increase  the  visibility  of  Canadian 
Fresh  Lamb  in  the  marketplace. 

What's  in  it  for  producers?  -  if  this  promotion 
takes  off  it  will  mean  CWF  will  be  actively 
competing  for  additional  lambs  against  out  of 
province  buyers  at  a  surplus  time  of  the  year.  Its 
worked  elsewhere  so  it  can  work  here. 


CHANGES  TO  CATTLE 
BLUETONGUE  IMPORT  RULES 

•  NO  CHANGE  FOR  SHEEP  IMPORTS  BUT 
THERE  IS  A  BIGGER  CONCERN 

Recently  the  Bluetongue  Working  Group  of  the 
Canadian  Consultative  Health  Committee  met  with 
their  American  counter  parts  and  other  stakeholders. 
The  meeting  in  Calgary  was  to  decide  on  an 
acceptable  proposal  to  change  the  present 
Bluetongue  import  health  protocols  for  cattle.  The 
sheep  industry  represented  by  the  Canadian  Sheep 
Federation  was  asked  to  participate  as  Bluetongue  is 
a  cross  species  disease  affecting  cattle,  goats,  sheep, 
deer  and  other  wildlife.  This  initiative  did  not 
propose  to  change  sheep  import  rules  but  only  asked 
if  the  changes  being  proposed  for  cattle  would  be 
problematic  for  other  species. 

Bluetongue  is  a  disease  that  is  fatal  to  sheep  in  its 
final  stages.  Cattle  can  contract  the  disease  but  it 
is  less  symptomatic  and  not  fatal.  The  disease  is 
endemic  in  parts  of  the  USA  but  not  in  Canada. 
That  is  because  it  needs  a  particular  insect  to 
transmit  the  disease  from  a  contagious  animal  to 
another.  At  present  no  insect  has  been  positively 
identified  in  Canada  that  can  transmit  Bluetongue. 
The  disease  also  has  a  60  to  100  day  active  period 
after  which  time  the  animal  either  recovers  and 
becomes  immune  or  has  already  died.  Our  climatic 
conditions  tend  to  protect  us  from  this  disease  as  the 
ongoing  reservoirs  and  active  insects  are  in  frost 
free  areas  of  the  southern  USA.  The  only  serious 
outbreak  occurred  in  1985  in  the  Okanagan  Valley 
in  BC  when  infectious  insects  were  blown  up  from 
the  USA.  Livestock  and  wildlife  were  infected  but 
the  outbreak  was  confined  to  that  area.  There  has 
been  no  recurrence  since  that  time.  Agriculture 
Canada  and  has  done  a  risk  assessment  and 
determined  the  proposed  changes  pose  no  danger  in 
spreading  Bluetongue. 


BLUETONGUE  CONTINUED  

The  changes  involve  no  double  negative  test  for 
cattle  imported  during  the  insect  free  period 
(October  to  March).  That  rule  along  with  the 
limited  contagious  period  should  prevent  the  spread 
of  the  disease  should  infected  cattle  be  imported. 
There  is  also  circumstantial  evidence  to  support  the 
change.  Prior  to  1978  no  Bluetongue  import 
regulations  were  in  place  and  livestock  were  traded 
freely  across  the  border.  Also  to  this  day  both 
sheep  and  cattle  live  close  to  each  in  many  border 
areas.  No  outbreak  has  occurred  except  in  the 
Okanagan  area.  However,  there  is  no  guarantee, 
so  all  of  this  evidence  is  cold  comfort  to  the  sheep 
industry  should  the  "  unlikely  event  "  actually 
occur. 

The  Canadian  Sheep  Federation  has  expressed  its 
opposition  to  any  changes  for  any  livestock.  That 
position  is  based  on  the  precedent  setting  nature  of 
the  changes,  that  being  -  that  this  is  just  the  first 
step,  the  lack  of  research  on  certain  aspects  of  the 
proposal  and  any  possible  unforseen  consequences. 

Cattle  industry  proponents  of  these  changes  claim 
that  the  present  Bluetongue  regulations  are  a  non- 
tariff  trade  barrier  not  based  on  science.  That  may 
well  be  but  considering  the  dubious  economic 
rationale,  put  forth  by  USA  cattle  interests,  these 
changes  have  more  to  do  with  cattle  trade  politics 
than  anything  else. 

FIRST  PRESCRIPTION  SHEEP 
GRAZING  PROJECT 
LAUNCHED 

•  ANTIDOTE  FOR  RANGELAND  LOSS 

On  the  one  hand  its  a  new  concept  but  on  the  other 
hand  its  nothing  new  to  longtime  sheep  herders.  Its 
the  idea  of  using  sheep  grazing  to  improve  ranges 
that  are  slowly  being  overtaken  by  brush,  noxious 
weeds  and  other  unwanted  vegetation.  Natures  way 
used  to  be  fire  and  buffalo,  that  combination  kept 
infestation  of  unwanted  plants,  mostly  weeds  and 
brush,  under  control  on  southern  Alberta 
rangelands.  Well  the  buffalo  are  gone  and  fire  is  no 
longer  socially  acceptable.  Unfortunately  the  cattle 


who  inherited  the  range  would  rather  starve  than  eat 
the  problem  vegetation  -  their  tender  palates 
preferring  only  select  grasses  and  forbs.  The  result 
has  been  an  ever  increasing  loss  of  rangeland  as  it 
is  slowly  taken  over  by  brush  and  weeds.  The 
cattlemens  response  has  been  to  use  herbicides  and 
bulldozers,  both  of  which  are  costly  and  not 
particularly  effective.  So  what's  a  poor  cowboy  to 
do  -  well  lo  and  behold  the  humble  sheep  has 
become  the  answer. 

Sheep  being  natures  most  efficient  grazers  have  no 
qualms  about  eating  brush,  weeds  and  other 
vegetation  that  cattle  turn  their  noses  up  at  -  sheep 
learned  a  long  time  ago  that  having  a  varied  diet 
prevents  starvation,  that's  probably  why  there  are 
more  sheep  than  cattle  in  the  world  (who  said  sheep 
were  dumb).  Many  sheep  producers  and  a  few 
cattlemen  were  aware  of  the  sheeps  appetite  and 
used  them  accordingly.  Progressive  cattlemen  like 
Clay  Chattaway,  the  A7  Ranch  and  others  grazed 
sheep  on  their  land  for  range  rehabilitation 
purposes.  However  most  of  that  was  on  deeded  land 
as  leased  land  fell  under  different  rules. 

To  broaden  the  available  land  base  and  to  encourage 
leaseholders  to  use  sheep,  changes  were  recently 
made  to  the  public  lands  grazing  lease  policy. 
Barry  Adams,  Alberta  Agriculture  regional  range 
manager,  Sten  Lundberg  sheep  producer.  Rick 
Neville  shepherd  and  others  spearheaded  the  drive 
to  change  the  regulations.  The  result  was  the 
establishing  of  the  first  prescription  sheep  grazing 
project  on  the  H.  Gardner  Ranch  west  of  Nanton. 
The  project  involves  about  one  thousand  head 
sourced  from  local  producers.  There  are  no  grazing 
fees  involved  but  producers  must  cover  the  herding 
costs.  Although  its  been  proven  before,  this 
project  is  a  test  model  for  the  new  rules. 

Will  this  type  of  rehabilitation  grazing  catch  on, 
only  time  will  tell.  But  it  does  bear  a  resemblance 
to  how  forestry  sheep  grazing  began  14  years  ago. 
That  also  started  as  a  means  to  control  unwanted 
vegetation  on  reforestation  sites  with  sheep.  It 
developed  into  a  4  million  dollar  business  involving 
40,000  sheep.  Once  the  economic  and 
environmental  benefits  of  this  type  of  grazing 
becomes  clear,  cattlemen  like  the  foresters  before 
them  will  find  that  paying  for  this  service  is  worth 
the  investment. 


AT  LONG  LAST  THE  PLAN  IS  READY  ! 


Past  Newsletters  have  made  mention  of  the  Alberta  Sheep  Industry  Task  Force  and  its  work  in  creating  a 
strategic  plan  made  up  of  Objectives,  Strategies  and  Actions.  The  plan  is  to  serve  as  a  guideline  to  develop  and 
expand  the  Alberta  Sheep  Industry.  After  a  year  and  half  of  meetings  which  involved  much  navel  gazing  and 
soul  searching  the  participants  came  up  with  nine  objectives.  That  may  not  seem  like  much  of  an  achievement 
but  they  started  out  with  well  over  seventy  five  different  ideas,  dreams  and  schemes.  In  the  end,  compromise 
and  common  sense  led  to  realistic  objectives  that  -  Yes,  are  achievable.  But  before  we  all  get  swelled  heads 
about  all  this  lets  answer  some  questions  about  the  need  and  the  whole  process. 

•  WHO  STARTED  THIS  WHOLE  PROCESS  AND  WHAT  FOR? 

The  idea  started  with  the  manager  of  the  Commission  who  felt  that  all  the  stakeholders  in  the  sheep  industry 
needed  to  focus  their  efforts  on  some  specific  objectives.  It  was  also  a  way  for  all  sectors  to  meet  and 
understand  each  others  wants  and  needs.  Also  by  making  plans  together  it  was  a  way  to  prevent  reinventing 
the  wheel,  as  so  often  happens  in  the  sheep  industry.  Barry  Mehr  the  Assistant  deputy  Minister  of  Agriculture 
also  supported  the  idea.  He  felt  that  this  process  could  provide  direction  as  to  what  government  services  were 
actually  needed  by  the  industry.  He  therefore  committed  Alberta  Agriculture  resources  to  the  task  force. 
Interestingly,  subsequent  to  this  task  force.  Alberta  Agriculture  set  up  similar  committees  for  other 
commodities. 


•  WHO  WAS  INVOLVED  IN  THE  TASK  FORCE? 

It  was  decided  at  the  start  that  firstly,  the  task  force  should  be  kept  small  and  secondly,  all  sectors  would  be 
invited.  Although  participants  changed  and  the  numbers  fluctuated,  there  was  representation  from  various 
branches  of  Alberta  Agriculture  such  as  economics,  production,  marketing  etc.,  Lamb  Feeders  of  Canada 
Association,  Alberta  Sheep  Breeders  Association,  Canada  West  Foods,  Agriculture  Canada  and  of  course 
Commission  directors  representing  sheep  producers. 

•  SO  WHAT'S  THE  NEXT  STEP? 

The  ghosts  of  sheep  industry  studies  from  the  past  haunted  this  process.  Its  probably  a  fair  guess  that  a  quarter 
of  million  dollars  worth  of  mostly  national  studies  lie  gathering  dust  somewhere  (the  first  study  was  done  in 
1912).  Therfore,  in  order  for  this  plan  to  escape  that  fate,  participants  organized  the  objectives  into  three 
overall  groupings  which  each  have  a  chairman,  committee  members  and  even  budgets  to  work  with.  The 
committees,  some  of  which  have  already  met,  are  charged  with  carrying  out  the  strategies  and  actions  needed 
to  achieve  the  objectives.  The  Commission  is  also  reorganizing  its  activities  to  integrate  them  into  the  Task 
Force  objectives. 

•  WHEN  WILL  WE  SEE  THE  WHOLE  PLAN? 

The  Task  Force  Strategic  Plan  itself  is  ten  pages  long  so  it  will  be  published  in  stages.  This  Newsletter  provides 
some  background  and  a  list  of  the  actual  nine  objectives.  The  next  edition  will  describe  one  of  the  committees, 
that  being  the  Products  and  Processing  Committee  which  is  responsible  for  implementing  objectives  #1,  3  and 
5.  The  strategies,  actions,  members  and  budget  of  that  committee  will  also  be  described  in  the  next  edition. 
In  four  months  time  the  whole  plan  will  have  been  published  in  time  for  the  Zone  meetings  in  November. 
Producers  will  then  have  the  opportunity  to  provide  input  into  the  plan. 


Alberta  Sheep  Industry  Task  Force 
strategic  plan 


A  COORDINATED  EFFORT 


"  To  be  a  sustainable  and  commercially  viable  industry  serving 
the  growing  needs  of  its  partners  and  customers  " 


OBJECTIVES 


OBJECTIVE  ft  1    -     To  Produce  Products  that  Consumers  will  Buy 

OBJECTIVE  j  2    -    To  Profitably  and  Efficiently  Supply 

Lamb  Year  Round 

OBJECTIVE  j  3    -    To  Improve  the  Profitability  of  Wool  Production 


OBJECTIVE  ft  4    -    To  Increase  the  Number  of  Sheep  in  Alberta 


OBJECTIVE  ft  5    -    To  Show  That  Under  Proper  Management  Sheep 

Will  Enhance  Environmental  Sustainability 

OBJECTIVE  ft  6    -    To  Encourage  Industry  Driven  And  Government 

Facilitated  Research 

OBJECTIVE  ft  7    -    To  Ensure  That  Government  Policy  Supports 

A  Self-Reliant  Sheep  Industry 

OBJECTIVE  ft  8    -    To  Ensure  That  Adequate  Financing 

Is  Provided  To  The  Sheep  Industry 


OBJECTIVE  ft  9 


To  Encourage  The  Development 
Of  Processing  Facilities 


PUBLICATIONS  and   PROMOTIONAL  ITEMS 


PUBLICATIONS  &  INFORMATION 


Highlights  of  Sheep  History 
in  the  Canadian  West 
By  Grant  MacEwen 

Soft  Cover    $15.00 

Hard  over  $30.00 

Sheep  Ranches  of  Western 
Canada  (1920)  Historic  Map 
14"  by  24"  $5.00 

Alberta  Sheep  Breeds 
Full  Colour  Poster 

English  or  Spanish   $5.00 

Sheep  Grazing  Projects:  The  sheep 
Owners  Perspective.        Info  Brochure 

Alberta  Sheep  Producers    FREE 

All  Others    $5.00 

Alberta  Slaughter  Lamb,  Feeder 
Lamb  and  Wool  Marketing  Manual 

Alberta  Sheep  Producers    FREE 

All  Others   $5.00 

Code  of  Practice  for  Preparation 
of  Wool  Clip  Booklet 

Alberta  Sheep  Producers    FREE 

All  Others   $5.00 

Livestock  Guarding  Dogs 

Information  Brochure 

Alberta  Sheep  Producers    FREE 

All  Others   $5.00 

PROMOTIONAL  ITEMS 

Ceramic  Coffee  Mugs   $5.00 

White  Caps  with  Crest  $9.00 

Lapel  Pins  $4.00 

Stickers  with  Crest  $5.00/100 

Dinner  Napkins    $5.00/100 


ALL  OF  THESE  ITEMS  FEATURE  FOUR  COLOUR 

"  Canadian  Fresh  Lamb  " 
Alberta  Made  logo. 


ORDER  FORM 

Name:  

Address:  


Postal  Code:  

Phone:  

Please  Ship  the  Following  items 


ITEM 

No 

Price 

Total 

Prices  include  GST,  postage  and  handling. 
Total  Amount  Enclosed  $  

Mail  Order  Form  To: 

ALBERTA  SHEEP  &  WOOL  COMMISSION 

#203  -  2916  -  19th  Street  N.E. 
CALGARY,  ALBERTA  T2E  6Y9 

PHONE:  735  -  5111   FAX:  735  -  5110 


ALBERTA  SHEEP  AND  WOOL  COMMISSION 

1993/1994  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS       B,bHoKpL,b[ary  ?f  Canada 

biDiiotheque  nationale  du  Canada 


3  3286  50522  8607 

ZONE  #  1  -  N ANTON/PINCH ER  CREEK/CARDSTON/MAGRATH/FORT  MACLEOD 

STEN  LUNDBERG,     ASWC  CHAIRMAN  PHONE  &  FAX:  646  -  5465 

BOX  626 

N ANTON,  ALBERTA  TOL  IRO 


ZONE  g  3  -  OLDS/CALGARY/HIGH  RIVER/VULCAN/BROOKS/DRUMHELLER 

PAT  BAROTT,  ASWC  VICE  CHAIRMAN  /  CANADIAN.  SHEEP  FEDERATION  VICE  CHAIRMAN 
BOX  937 

VULCAN,  ALBERTA  TOL  2B0  PHONE  &  FAX:  599  -  2141 


ZONE  j  5  -  WAIN  WRIGHT/ VEGREVILLE/ST  PAUL/COLD  LAKE/LLOYDMINSTER 
LOIS  GEORGE,      PROMOTION  COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN 

BOX  508  PHONE  &  FAX:  847  -  2371 

MARWAYNE,  ALBERTA  TOB  2X0 


ZONE  j  7  -  HIGH  LEVEL/GRANDE  PRAIRIE/VALLEYVIEW/HIGH  PRAIRIE 

MORAG  OTHEN,      PRODUCTION  COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN  PHONE:  864  -  2466 

BOX  1,  SITE  8,  RR#1  FAX:  864  -  2055 

SPIRIT  RIVER,  ALBERTA  T0H  3G0 


ZONE  j  2  -  LETH BRIDGE/MEDICINE  HAT/MANYBERRIES/MILK  RIVER 

GEORGE  CHRONIK,       BUDGET  &  FINANCE  COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN 
BOX  513 

PICTURE  BUTTE,  ALBERTA  T0K  1V0  PHONE  &  FAX:  732  -  4831 


ZONE  j  6  -  THORHILD/EDMONTON/DRAYTON  VALLEY/WHITECOURT 

BOB  GEILEN  PHONE  &  FAX:  848  -  2691 

BOX  17  RR  #  1 

WARBURG,  ALBERTA  T0C  2T0 


ZONE  &  4  -  WETASKIWIN/RED  DEER/CORONATION/ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  HOUSE 


GORDON  FULTON 
BOX  1,  SITE  9,  RR#1 
BOWDEN,  ALBERTA  TOM  0K0 


PHONE  :  224  -  3753 
FAX:  224  -  2729 


